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COMMENTS
Chairman’s

COMMENTS

Gen Walter Kross
USAF, Ret

44th A/TA Gathering a
Resounding Success
 The A/TA’s 44th annual gathering, held in 
late October/early November of last year, un-
der a new, somewhat cumbersome but highly 
informative and functional, two part moniker 
– the “44th Annual A/TA Convention & the 
2012 AMC and A/TA Air Mobility Symposium 
and Technology Exposition,” was, as per usu-
al, a resounding success thanks to the tireless 
efforts of the Association’s volunteer force.
 The new two part name construction was 
devised to better reflect the true nature of the 
combined Airlift/Tanker Association and Air 
Mobility Command event – one part A/TA 
reunion/business gathering and one part pro-
fessional air mobility symposium coordinat-
ed through an AMC and A/TA partnership. 
To maximize professional development while 
conserving taxpayer dollars, the 2012 events 
included 11 previously scheduled stand-alone 
conferences, ranging from the Aeromedical 
Evacuation Conference to programs like High 
Flight and Phoenix Stripe.
 The 2012 gathering, which spotlighted 
the induction of Staff Sergeant William H. 
Partsenbarger into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of 
Fame, marked the final time that the annual 
events will be held at the Marriott and Hil-
ton Hotels in Anaheim, California. The As-
sociation has simply out grown the venue. 
The 2013 events will be held at the Marriott 
World Center Resort in Orlando, Florida. A 
list of future locations appears on page 3.
 The 2012 Symposium featured several ma-
jor addresses by distinguished leaders, includ-
ing U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. 
Welsh III, Transportation Command com-
mander Gen. William M. Fraser IV, Com-
mander of Air Mobility Command Gen. Ray 
Johns, and Chief Master Sgt of the Air Force 
James A. Roy, among others. For me personal-
ly, the highlight of the AMC and A/TA Sympo-
sium was the final presentation made by AMC 
commander General Johns – a remarkable re-
counting of significant Air Mobility  moments 
punctuated by the presence of the amazing 
men and women who lived them!
 Remarkably, while Air Mobility expertise, 
professinalism, actions and history were be-
ing celebrated on the west coast, Air Mobility 
forces were busy displaying those very quali-
ties on the east coast in response to Super-
storm Sandy. This edition’s cover story features 
many, but by no means all, of the amazing 
units and men and women  in the Air Mobility 
community who responed when called upon 
in the wake of the unprecedented storm that 
decimated the New Jersey shore, submerged 
parts of New York City, knocked out electric-
ity to more than 2 million customers on the 
eastern US seaboard for as long as three weeks, 
and caused at least 120 deaths. Per usual, Air 
Mobility answered the call!

Collin Bakse, editor

 I write this column in early January to meet publication timelines. 
In past years, I would comment on the success that our Association 
enjoyed in the previous year, then I would comment o the promising 
events that the upcoming twelve months offered us.
 To be sure, our 44th convening, in Anaheim, California, was in-
deed yet another excellent professional symposium and gathering 
of mobility airmen and their supporters from around the globe. Of 
note, this was our final time in Anaheim. For the next decade at 
least, we will alternate between Nashville and Orlando – with per-
haps a year in Dallas. 
 Most immediately, we will convene this year – for the 45th time – 
in Orlando at the Marriott World Center. Like 2012, we plan for two 
sequential events. First, The 45th Annual A/TA Convention, 30-31 
October. Second, The 2013 AMC and A/TA Air Mobility Symposium 

and Technology Exposition 31 October-3 November.
 But 2012 was a watershed year for A/TA and other associations who hold conventions and 
symposia. Concerns about 
proper spending of govern-
ment funds to attend such 
events moved to center stage. It 
proved to be a year that could 
have significantly impacted 
our Association in many ways. 
There is no doubt that the 
center of gravity for A/TA, ac-
tivity-wise, is our Annual Con-
vention and Air Mobility Sym-
posium and Technology Exposition. In fact, this event is the largest such gathering held each 
year that significantly involves the attendance of uniformed Air Force men and women – the 
largest by far.
 We co-sponsor the Air Mobility Symposium with Air Mobility Command each year. In 
2012, AMC was resolute about the professional value of the Symposium and justified the 
continuance of the Symposium (which was combined with a dozen other mini-conferences 
to improve efficiency). The Air Force Leadership strongly supported AMC’s recommendation. 
And so A/TA Anaheim 2012 took place successfully – with a number of interesting changes 
that we have discussed before.
 Now 2013 is upon us. This year’s challenges appear even more daunting than last year’s. 
Last year, our challenge was to justify the mission-critical value of the Symposium and the 
wise expenditure of Government funds. This year, the profound impact of pending Sequestra-
tion, and serious pressure from the longer term Austerity needed to deal with our Nation’s fis-
cal limits, are upon us. DoD is already considering decisive steps to deal with these profound 
conditions.
 A/TA has initiated a strategic planning process aimed at re-inventing the Association. Our 
goal is simple: to be pertinent and valuable to Mobility Airmen worldwide – an association 
for the times we not only face in the years ahead, but times that are already upon us now – in 
early 2013. More to follow.

“Last year, our challenge was to justify the 
mission-critical value of the Symposium and 
the wise expenditure of Government funds. 
This year, the profound impact of pending 
Sequestration, and serious pressure from the 
longer term Austerity needed to deal with 
our Nation’s fiscal limits, are upon us.”

“To the men and women who represent AMC,
I can’t tell you how proud I am of what you have accomplished…
making the impossible possible. You are the heart and soul, and

I’m proud to be your commander.”
—Gereral Paul J. Selva, new commander Air Mobility Command

See story page 6.
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Secretary’s Notes
 It’s winter again in most parts of the 
country, which means it is time to review 
what’s needed to be done to keep our 
members and chapters active throughout 
the country.  
 Now is an excellent time to read your 
latest  awa rd 
winning issue 
of the Airlif t /
Tanker Quarterly 
and a f ter  you 
finish reading, 
check the ad-
dress to ensure 
it is correct and 
make note of the 
expiration date 
on the address 
tab. This tells 
you when your 
membership expires. If it is in 2013, now 
is a good time to renew your membership 
online at www.atalink.org.
 For those of you who attended the 2012 
Convention/Symposium it was significant-
ly different than in years past. There was 
more training conducted through AMC 
seminars, etc.  Our Hall of Fame banquet 
was optional, but it still “sold out.” And, it 
was one of the best banquet events we’ve 
had in our history.
 The next questions are: where do we go 
next; and, how do we improve upon what 
we’ve done? The first question is easy…
we’re heading back to the Marriott World 
Center Resort in Orlando. The dates are 
Thursday, 31 October through Sunday, 3 
November 2013. The Association board 
will meet in late February to consider the 
things that need to be improved for 2013. 
Without any doubt the impact of seques-
tration will be foremost in our minds as 
the 2013 program is discussed.
 For planning purposes the 2013 Associa-
tion board meetings will be held in Febru-
ary in Orlando, during May in Charleston, 
SC, at Rodeo on 31 July, and at the Con-
vention in Orlando.  
 As always we’re here to answer your 
questions, so don’t be shy.

MESSAGEMESSAGE
President’s

CMSgt Mike Reynolds
USAF, Ret

Col. Dan Penny
USAF, Ret

 Where has 2012 gone? Obviously it is in our rear view mirror and 
we are in full swing readying for 2013. However, before we move 
on to 2013 I would just like to say; “what a great convention/sym-
posium in Anaheim, California!” I continue to be amazed to see 
the annual convention/symposium come together. So many mov-
ing parts, but with all of our volunteers and great configuration 
management we make it, and I can say, it appears to happen flaw-
lessly, although Bud, Pam, Miles and others may not agree – that’s 
a article for another time. At any rate, volunteerism is high within 
A/TA and I thank each and every one of you for what you do to 
support the Association.
 One of the highlights from the Anaheim Convention, for me 
personally, was the Hall of Fame Banquet, where SSgt William Pit-
senbarger was posthumously inducted. Accepting on behalf of SSgt 

Pitsenbarger was LtCol Harry Obreine (ret). From the second LtCol Obreine stepped on the 
stage and began to speak everyone was so attentive to his comments that not a sound was 
heard in the audience. LtCol Obreine provided first hand details of SSgt Pitsenbarger’s hero-
ism. It was a huge honor and pleasure to meet LtCol Obreine and to have him provide such 
an informative talk. And, the HOF Banqet would not have been so enjoyable without CMSgt 
Jim Wilton (ret) or as he is affectionately known; Ole Jim. He poured his heart and soul into 
this event from working the nomination to serving as liaison to LtCol Obreine. Thanks a 
bunch Jim!!
 One award that we do not highlight in the A/TQ convention issue is the President’s Award 
and that is because we do not announce the winner until the convention awards ceremony. 
For this year the Chairman and I chose two people; Colonel Barbara L. Jacob (Ret), and 
LtCol Devin Traynor. Barb has taken outstanding care of our Airlift Tanker Association 

and Mobility Air Forces Award 
Winners for the past 10 years. 
And, I can state without hesita-
tion that her attention to each 
award winner and their family 
sets the standard to which we 
all should aspire. Devin has 
been our IT go to person. For 

over a decade he has been “the man with a plan” when it comes to the A/TA website. Devin 
(Sparky as he is affectionately known) has kept A/TA on the cutting edge of technology. 
This past year he developed a credit card gateway that allows you to use two credit cards in 
the same transaction. This gateway has made life much easier for the A/TA Staff. Barb and 
Devin; thanks for your continued support and dedication.
 As a reminder; we are accepting packages for HOF nominees. Go to that A/TA web site 
and review the process/template for submitting an individual for induction into the A/TA 
Hall of Fame and send the package.
 We all know that 2012 was a difficult year, especially for defense contractors, but you 
came through and supported the A/TA Convention again this year with an outstanding 
turn out. We appreciate your continued support in the many ways you support A/TA, but 
specifically we appreciate you displaying at the convention. We think it is good for our Air 
Mobility Warriors to see firsthand the capabilities your companies are working on to ulti-
mately support each and every one of our airmen. We certainly look forward to seeing you 
at the Orlando 2013 Convention. It is going to be a great convention!
 I would like to give a fond farewell and thank you to General Johns for his support and a 
hearty welcome to General Selva. A/TA looks forward to working with General Selva going 
forward and supporting him and his Air Mobility Warriors.
 Lastly, I would like to thank each of you who are deployed serving our great nation. We 
sincerely appreciate the sacrifices you and your family make each and every day to protect 
our freedom.

God Bless
Mike

“I would like to give a fond farewell and thank 
you to General Johns for his support and a hearty 
welcome to General Selva. A/TA looks forward 
to working with General Selva going forward and 
supporting him and his Air Mobility Warriors.”

Future Convention Locations
Note: Convention Start Dates

historically have ended up Oct 31
plus or minus a week or so.

While nothing is “guaranteed,” that 
bracket is a reasonable aim point.

2013: Marriott World Center, Orlando

2014: Opryland Hotel, Nashville

2015: Marriott World Center, Orlando

2016: Opryland Hotel, Nashville
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When did you last update 

your membership info?

It’s Easy!

Simply go to www.atalink.org –

Click “Membership” and scroll down to 

near the bottom of the page –

Click the link

“update your contact information” –

Log-in using your first name,

last name and SSN final 4 –

Update your info!

That’s It!

•••

Why is this important?

Because later this year, when you use

On-Line Registration (the preferred 

method) to register for the

45th Annual A/TA Convention

and 2013 AMC and A/TA

Air Mobility Symposium

and Technology Exposition,

having your membership info

up to date will get you through the

process without a hassle!

And, it’s just as important for those

of you who wish to register the

old-fashioned way using the form

found in the A/TQ , because your

membership status has a direct impact

on registration rates!

•••

UPDATE YOUR

MEMBERSHIP INFO TODAY!

ROUND-UPROUND-UP
Association

Send Association and Chapter related articles to atq@atalink.org

On Becoming an A/TA Industry Partner

 Industry Partners of The Airlift/Tanker Association are companies/corporations interested 
in advancing the objectives of the Airlift/Tanker Association. Industry Partner sponsorship 
provides a major source of support for the Association and its programs, and their active par-
ticipation is an integral and important part of all Association activities. We invite all compa-
nies, regardless of size, to become Industry Partners for a fee of $1500 per year, payable by 30 
June before the convention.

In return for their support, Industry Partners receive certain benefits:

•	The	Airlift/Tanker	Association	provides	 its	 Industry	 Partners	with	 a	 special	 forum	 spe-
cifically focused on air mobility issues. The exchange/interface between military, industry 
and government personnel afforded by association activities is a significant source of in-
formation, professional development and marketing exposure.

•	Industry	 Partnership	 includes	five	 free	 individual	memberships	 in	 the	Association	 that	
remain current until the next corporate renewal. Each includes a subscription to Airlift/
Tanker Quarterly (A/TQ) and all regular membership benefits and privileges, including full 
voting rights in all matters of the Association. It also entitles these individuals to register 
for the convention at the member rate. These members are encouraged to affiliate and par-
ticipate in the activities of a local chapter, or participate as a member at large. Additional 
memberships may be obtained at the regular membership rate and may be included with 
the Industry Partner application/update.

•	Industry	Partners	that	choose	to	exhibit	at	the	annual	AMC	and	A/TA	Air	Mobility	Sym-
posium and Technology Exposition receive a reduced booth rate, priority assignment of 
exhibit space and VIP banquet seating at the Association’s national convention.

•	Industry	Partners	are	recognized	and	listed	in	every	issue	of	the	A/TQ. In the Fall (conven-
tion) edition, the listing also includes corporate logos and information on each company’s 
products and/or services of interest to the air mobility community.

•	Industry	Partners	are	also	listed	on	the	Association’s	web	site	(http://atalink.org/industry/
partners.aspx) with company product and/or services information to include a company 
website link if desired, and your company logo.

•	Industry	Partners	are	encouraged	to	submit	stories	and	news	articles	for	publication	in	the	
corporate news section of the A/TQ.

 Your company can become an Industry Partner now by completing the membership ap-
plication available on the Association web site and emailing it to: ata@atalink.org. The As-
sociation accepts Visa, MC, Discover, or Amex by phone - (703) 385-2802. Or mail checks to: 
Airlift/Tanker Association, 9312 Convento Terrace, Fairfax, VA 22031.

Call for
Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame Nominations

The Association encourages you to submit a nomination for a 2013
Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame inductee. Please follow procedures outlined on the

Associaiton web site to ensure package consistency and quality. Nomination may be 
submittted anytime during the period between 1 December and

1 April. Packages should be mailed to the A/TA President:

CMSgt (Ret) Michael C. Reynolds
105 Timberlea Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
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impossible possible,” said Selva. “You are 
the heart and soul, and I’m proud to be 
your commander.” 

 

As commander of AMC, Gen. Selva leads 
all mobility air forces comprised of nearly 
134,000 personnel from the active duty, Air 
National Guard, and Air Force Reserve.
 Gen. Selva graduated from the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in 1980 and is a command 
pilot with more than 3,100 hours in the C-5, 
C-17A, C-141B, KC-10, KC-135A and T-37. He 
has held numerous staff positions and has 
commanded at the squadron, group, wing 
and headquarters levels. Gen. Selva served at 
Scott previously as the 618th Air and Space 
Operations Center (Tanker Airlift Control 
Center) vice commander, then commander, 

  Gen. Paul J. Selva became commander 
of Air Mobility Command in a change-of-
command ceremony at Scott Air Force Base, 
Illinois, on 1 December 2012, as the legacy of 
leading global mobility operations was passed 
to him from Gen. Raymond E. Johns Jr.
 Selva comes to AMC from Headquarters 
Pacific Air Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii, where he served as the vice 
commander. He succeeds Johns, who retires 

from the Air Force later this year after 35 
years of service.
 “To the men and women who represent 
AMC, I can’t tell you how proud I am of 
what you have accomplished…making the 

CHANGES AT THE TOP
Air Mobility Command and 18th Air Force Get New Commanders

General Paul Selva Takes Command of Air Mobility Command
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs

New AMC Commander Visits with Team McChord Airmen
by Master Sgt. Todd Wivell, 62nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

 12/14/2012 - JOINT BASE LEWIS-MC-
CHORD, Wash.  -- “I am thrilled to be back 
here at McChord, it is a little like coming 
home,” said Gen. Paul Selva, recently-ap-
pointed Air Mobility Command command-
er and former McChord Air Force Base wing 
commander. “Most of the commanders and 
chiefs I see here now were majors and tech-
nical sergeants before.”
 Selva stopped at Joint Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord 11 December, as part of his initial 
AMC base visit tour which included stops at 
Travis AFB in California, McChord Field 

and later as director of operations and logis-
tics for U.S. Transportation Command.
 “Secretary Donley and I are supremely 
confident in Paul’s ability and we’re excited 
to see his passion for Airmen shared with all 
of you,” said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 
Mark A. Welsh III, during the ceremony.
 Speaking to Selva, Welsh said, “I know 
you will treat your Airmen as your own, and 
instill in them a desire to lift Air Mobility 

Command to even greater heights.”
 Averaging an aircraft takeoff every two min-
utes, AMC sustains America’s military opera-
tions worldwide, including combat operations 
in Afghanistan, through its airlift, aerial refu-
eling and aeromedical evacuation capabilities. 
The command also responds to humanitarian 
crises at home and around the globe.

Gen. Raymond E. Johns Jr., out-going Air 
Mobility Command commander, gives his 
farewell speech during the change of com-
mand ceremony at Scott Air Force Base Nov. 
30, 2012. Johns served 35 years in the Air 
Force, commanding more than 130,000 Air-
men as well as reaching 4,500 flight hours 
in various aircraft.  (U.S. Air Force photo/ 
Staff Sgt. Ryan Crane)

Gen. Paul J. Selva accepts the Air Mobility 
Command guidon from Gen. Mark A. Welsh 
III, Chief of staff of the Air Force, during the 
change of command ceremony at Scott Air 
Force Base.  (U.S. Air Force photo/ Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Crane)

Gen. Paul J. Selva, in-coming Air Mobility 
Command commander, gives his incoming 
speech during the change of command cer-
emony. Selva was previously assigned as the 
assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff in Washington D.C. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/ Staff Sgt. Ryan Crane)

and Fairchild AFB, Wash., that spanned a 
two-day period.
 While at McChord, the general stopped at 
one of the hangars for a Team McChord “All 
Call” in which he discussed his top three 
priorities and took questions from service 
members in the crowd.
 “To make you successful is my job as your 
commander,” said Selva. “To do so I want to 
convey my top three priorities to you.”
 He went on to say that his top priority 
was the mission and stressed how it was ex-
tremely important to who we are.

 “We have to be good at our mission,” said 
Selva. “Being good means being the best 
leaders, best trained and best Airmen this 
Air Force has ever seen.
 “The mission does not happen without all 
of you but we have to take care of each other 
to make our mission successful.”
 Taking care of each other was a perfect 
transition into the general’s next priority 
and that was caring and respect for each 
other, both in normal day-to-day activities 
and also in the workplace.
 Selva shared some important facts to 
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 Lt. Gen. Darren W. McDew formally as-
sumed command of the 18th Air Force from 
Lt. Gen. Mark F. Ramsay in a change of com-
mand ceremony 6 August 2012 at the Scott 
Club, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. 
 The 18th Air Force is Air Mobility Com-
mand’s sole warfighting numbered air force, 
and is responsible for AMC’s worldwide op-
erational mission. With more than 39,000 
active-duty Airmen and civilians and ap-
proximately 1,300 airlift and air refueling 
aircraft, 18th Air Force manages the Air 
Force’s global mobility enterprise through 
the 618th Air and Space Operations Center 
(Tanker Airlift Control Center), 11 active 
duty wings and two standalone groups. 
 “To me this is a very special day,” said 
General Raymond E. Johns, Jr., commander 
of Air Mobility Command, as he addressed 
the two commanders, mission and commu-
nity partners, and the command’s Airmen 
gathered for the ceremony. “18th Air Force 
is the largest Numbered Air Force in our 
Air Force. At any moment you are touching 
people all across the globe, delivering hope, 
fueling the fight and saving lives.” 
 During Ramsay’s tenure the 18th Air 
Force’s total force team executed more than 
249,000 airlift sorties; offloaded more than 
two billion pounds of fuel; and transported 
more than 1.5 million passengers, 500,000 
tons of cargo, and 10,500 patients through 

aeromedical evacuation (with an average 98 
percent survival rate for wounded patients). 
 “All you have to do is watch the news and 
look at the world hot spots that are mak-

ing the news,” said Ramsay. “We’ve already 
looked around the corner and tried to figure 
out what’s going to happen and how we’re 
going to get there. Nothing happens until 
something moves and that’s what the team 
that’s assembled here does.”
 McDew is the seventh commander of 18th 
Air Force since its reactivation in 2003. Prior 
to this assignment, he served as the Com-
mander, Air Force District of Washington, 
Andrews Air Force Base, Md., from December 
2010 to July 2012. He has served at Scott Air 
Force Base twice before; as the 375th Air Mo-
bility Wing commander from January 2002 
to July 2003 and as 18th Air Force’s vice com-
mander from July 2006 to November 2007. 

include that 20 percent of all active duty 
women report having been assaulted at one 
point or another in their career and that 
more than 5,000 active duty male Airmen 
in 2009 and 2010 [combined] reported be-
ing assaulted by their peers.
 “One assault is too many,” said Selva. 
“There are Airmen in our midst who are 
engaging in some type of inappropriate 
activity and we cannot let that happen.
 “All of you have the right to get respect 
from your peers and you must ‘speak up,’ if 
you know this is going on.”
 “I am glad you are all getting the mission 
done,” he added. “I understand there is a 
lot of weight on your leaders and on your 
shoulders to get it done, but we cannot do 
so, if we create environments that others 
find offensive or disrespectful.
 “I want all of you to provide feedback to 
your supervisors, leaders and command-
ers on this issue. If you are not comfortable 
starting at your local chain of command, 
then I am available at any time to assist.”
 The third and final priority that Selva 
discussed while visiting with the Team 
McChord Airmen was training.
 “I want to know how well we are training 
you to do the multitude of jobs you do,” said 

Selva. “I want to ensure you have the tools 
to train you to be the best Airmen this world 
has even seen.”
 He went on to state again that the only 
way he and other leaders will know if we 

are getting those tools is if we are providing 
feedback.
 Feedback was the resounding theme 
throughout each of the general’s messages.
 “To make your leaders successful and to 
make you equally successful, we need feed-
back,” stated Selva. “You need to let us know 
if we are helping you or holding you back 
and by providing us this feedback will en-
sure I can keep you ready.
 “If we can succeed at these three priorities 
- mission, caring and respect for each other 
and training, than I know I have helped you 
be successful.”
 Staff Sgt. Gary Woo, 4th Airlift Squadron 
load master and one of the members in the 
audience commented on the general’s visit.
 “I think it is very important for our gen-
eral officers to speak directly to the members 
of their command ‘face-to-face,’” said Woo. 
“It provides a better relay of the strategic vi-
sion of the command and how what we do 
on a daily basis fits in to the greater goal of 
the Air Force.
 “Being stationed at McChord and hearing 
his perspective on how the mission set may 
change in the next few years from a focus on 
Southwest Asia the Pacific was of particular 
interest to me.”

Gen. Paul Selva, Air Mobility Command 
commander, addresses Airmen from Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., during a visit 
to McChord Field, Dec. 11, 2012, as part of 
his visit to AMC bases. This was the second 
stop for the general as he started his tour of 
AMC bases across the world. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. Jason Truskowski)

18th Air Force Welcomes New Commander
by Maj. Michael Meridith, 18th Air Force

 “Many things have changed since I left 
as the 18th Air Force vice commander,” said 
McDew. “What hasn’t changed is Mobility 
Airmen. You still have a commitment to 
success. You still have a commitment and a 
dedication to selfless service. And I am still 
proud of you.“
 General McDew was commissioned in 
1982 following his graduation from Virginia 
Military Institute. He began his flying career 
at Loring Air Force Base, Maine. His staff 
assignments include serving as a member 
of the Air Force Chief of Staff Operations 
Group, Air Force aide to the President, and 
Chief of the U.S. Air Force Senate Liaison Di-
vision, Washington, D.C. and the Director 
of Public Affairs, Office of the Secretary of 
the Air Force, Washington, D.C. The general 
has served as the Vice Commander of 18th 
Air Force, Scott AFB, Ill., and has command-
ed at the squadron, group and wing levels as 
well as an Air Force Direct Reporting Unit. 
He has deployed in support of ongoing op-
erations in Central and Southwest Asia as 
an air expeditionary group commander and 
later as the Director of Mobility Forces. Prior 
to his current assignment, the general was 
the Commander, Air Force District of Wash-
ington, Joint Base Andrews, Maryland.
 The general is a command pilot with more 
than 3,000 flying hours in a wide variety of 
aircraft. (See interview on page 14).
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A WC-130J Hercules, from the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, flies into Hurricane Sandy on 29 October 2012 somewhere over the 
Eastern coastline of the U.S. The 53rd WRS conducted weather reconnaissance missions in preparation for Hurricane Sandy making landfall 
along the Eastern coastline of the United States. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jason Robertson)

Before, During and After Sandy
Air Mobility Forces Support

Superstorm Sandy Relief Efforts

 Hurricane Sandy, a late-season post-tropical cyclone, swept through the Caribbean and up the East Coast of the United States in late Oc-
tober 2012. The storm left more than 100 dead, thousands homeless and millions without power. Total damage is still being assessed and 
is expected to be many tens of billions of dollars.
 Sandy began as a tropical wave in the Caribbean on 19 October, quickly developing into a tropical depression and then a tropical storm 
in just six hours. Tropical Storm Sandy was the 18th named storm of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season. On 24 October the storm was 
upgraded to a hurricane when its maximum sustained winds reached 74 mph.
 Sandy tore through the Caribbean, making landfall at Jamaica on 24 October. After leaving that island, the storm gained strength over 
open water and became a Category 2. The storm hit Cuba early on 25 October, then weakened to a Category 1. The storm swept across the 
Bahamas on 26 October. Sandy briefly weakened to a tropical storm on 27 October, then gained strength again to become a Category 1 
hurricane before turning north toward the U.S. coast.
 Hurricane Sandy made landfall in the United States about 8 p.m. EDT on 29 October, striking near Atlantic City, New Jersey, with winds 
of 80 mph. A full moon made high tides 20 percent higher than normal and amplified Sandy’s storm surge. Streets were flooded, trees and 
power lines knocked down and the city’s famed boardwalk was ripped apart. Along the Jersey shore, people were left stranded in their 
homes and waited for rescue teams in boats to rescue them. More than 80 homes were destroyed in one fire in Queens. Several other fires 
were started throughout the New York metro area.
 Seawater surged over Lower Manhattan’s seawalls and highways and into low-lying streets. The water inundated tunnels, subway sta-
tions and the electrical system that powers Wall Street and sent hospital patients and tourists scrambling for safety. Skyscrapers swayed 
and creaked in winds that partially toppled a crane 74 stories above Midtown. A large tanker ship ran aground on the city’s Staten Island. 
Thousands of automobiles were destroyed.

 By 1 November Sandy had dissipated, but about 4.7 million people in 15 states were still without electricity, down from nearly 8.5 million 
a day earlier. Subway tunnels in Lower Manhattan remained flooded, but some lines had resumed service. Airlines, which had canceled more 
than 15,000 flights around the world, were returning to normal schedules. Most gas stations in New York City and New Jersey were closed 
because of power shortages and depleted fuel supplies. Long lines formed at gas stations that were expected to open. The National Weather 
Service reported that “multiple remnants” were circulating across the lower Great Lakes region and moving into Canada. Some areas were get-
ting residual rain and snow showers. Tides were back down to less than a foot above normal.
 Sandy, the 10th hurricane of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season, earned the nickname “Frankenstorm,” as well as other descriptive names 
such as “Blizzacane” and “Snor-eastercane.” The National Hurricane Center referred to the storm as “Post Tropical Cyclone Sandy.” Many 
media outlets started calling it “Superstorm Sandy” after the storm made landfall, weakened and was downgraded from hurricane status.
 America’s Air Mobility total force team began rendering support well before Sandy made landfall in the U.S. As a 53rd Weather Reconnais-
sance Squadron WC-130J flew into the eye of storm other Air Mobility aircraft assests were being moved out of harms way and mobility airmen 
across the nation were standing ready to render relief efforts following the storm. An intense effort that began immediately following the storm. 
The following articles were chosen to present a chronological overview of America’s Mobility Forces’ response to the devastating storm –
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Before…
The Air Mobility Enterprise Postures
to Endure Hurricane Sandy
by Capt. Mauri Slater, 618th Air and Space Operations Center 
(Tanker Airlift Control Center) Public Affairs

10/28/2012 - SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ilinois – As Hurricane Sandy 
travels North up the Eastern coast of the United States, air mobil-
ity aircraft and Airmen are working together with the 618th Air and 
Space Operations Center (Tanker Airlift 
Control Center) to ensure the mobility 
mission continues despite the storm.
 Similar to the precautions taken last 
year as Hurricane Irene approached, 
weather forecasters from TACC devel-
oped long-range airfield impact time-
lines to facilitate the safe movement of 
aircraft away from the storm. As Sandy 
moves closer, nearly 50 Air Force Guard, 
Reserve and active-duty aircraft from air 
mobility wings located up and down the 
East Coast are moving to Air Force bases 
outside the storm’s path, and many oth-
ers are posturing their assets to weather 
the storm. 
 These precautionary measures are 
taken to both mitigate damage to the 
nation’s assets and more importantly, to ensure missions that were 
previously planned can continue. TACC-controlled missions are 
being re-routed, modified and adjusted to continue supporting the 
warfighter and to maintain uninterrupted support to the homeland 
defense mission.
 “The challenge of this type of situation is balancing the threat of 
Hurricane Sandy with the amount of movement of all our aircraft,” 
said Col. Carl Rahn, TACC Senior Controller. “We have to weigh the 
priority of each mission with the risk of 
the rough weather.”
 Sandy’s movement affects multiple 
Air Force bases, but the greatest impact 
involves missions out of Dover Air Force 
Base, Del., Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lake-
hurst, N.J., and Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
Aircraft from Dover AFB have moved to 
safety at Joint Base Charleston, S.C., and 
the 621st Contingency Response Wing, 
a rapid-response team of U.S. Air Force 
air mobility specialists, are repositioning 
alert equipment and approximately 65 
Airmen at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida.
 As Air Mobility Command’s hub for 
global operations, the TACC makes 
global reach a reality by transforming re-
quirements into executable and effective 
missions through the planning, tasking 
and execution of global air mobility op-
erations. TACC directs a fleet of nearly 
1,200 mobility aircraft in support of strategic airlift, air refueling and 
aeromedical evacuation missions around the world.

Tracking Sandy 
by 1st Lt. Jeff Kelly, 315th AW Public Affairs

10/30/2012 - HUNTER ARMY AIRFIELD, Georgia – While Hurricane 
Sandy was setting her sights on a collision course with the North-

east coast, the world famous “Hurricane Hunters” from the Air Force 
Reserve’s 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron were flying inside 
the massive storm, relaying critical data to National Weather Service 
forecasters on the ground.
 Four six-person crews from the 53rd WRS and their maintenance 
and support staff deployed to Hunter Army Airfield last weekend 
from their home base at Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. While there, 
the crews began flying specially equipped WC-130J Hercules aircraft 
through the eye of the storm on weather reconnaissance missions.
 “This is going to be a big one,” said 53rd WRS aircraft commander, 
Maj. Sean Cross. “This storm is hitting the most densely populated 

part of our country and will effect tens 
of millions of people. They retire the 
names of storms that cause catastrophic 
and overwhelming damage to an area. 
It is just my opinion, but I believe the 
name Sandy will be retired.”
 Statistics from the National Weather 
Service support Maj. Cross’s hunch. 
Sandy is the (2nd) biggest hurricane 
ever recorded in the Atlantic, with its 
clouds extending some 2,000 miles from 
Canada to Florida. The foot of rain that 
is forecast to fall in some parts of the 
Mid-Atlantic would be expected to oc-
cur once every 500 to 1,000 years. It is a 
monster storm.
 On a typical mission that can last up 
to 12 hours in the air, the aircrews criss-
cross the storm in what is called an “al-

pha pattern.” Sophisticated onboard instruments and small canisters 
containing high-tech sensors that are dropped by parachute to the 
ocean’s surface collect accurate measurements of the storm’s location 
and intensity. That information is fed continuously to the National 
Hurricane Center via an onboard satellite link.
 “We are the eyes and ears of the forecasters on the ground,” said 
Cross. “We will fly this storm up until the very last second that it 

makes landfall so that the absolute latest 
information is available to those fore-
casters. Better information quite literally 
means saving lives.”
 The unique and daring nature of 
the Hurricane Hunter’s mission always 
draws the media’s attention. Local and 
regional television meteorologists and a 
film crew with The Weather Channel’s 
television show “Hurricane Hunters” 
were allowed to fly on several of the mis-
sions this week including the final flight 
as Hurricane Sandy made landfall late 
Monday evening.
 “Being onboard flights this week, in-
cluding the final flight into Hurricane 
Sandy was hugely important for our 
project, which is capturing the signifi-
cance of the Hurricane Hunter mission 
and showing the world how the men 
and women of the 53rd WRS provide an 

invaluable public service,” said Christian D’Andrea, creator, execu-
tive producer and director for TWC’s “Hurricane Hunters.” 
 This sense of purpose was not lost on the regional meteorologists 
who were able to experience this unique mission first-hand.
 “For us, this brings the process to life,” said WCBD Chief Meteo-
rologist Rob Fowler. “We talk on TV about the Hurricane Hunters all 
of the time, but now we can say that we walked in their shoes, even 
if that was for just a small amount of time. 

A KC-135 Stratotanker from the 459th Air Refueling 
Wing, takes off as another one taxis onto the runway, in 
preparation of Hurricane Sandy, at Joint Base Andrews, 
Md., 28 October 2012. The planes were evacuated to a 
location away from any affects of the storm as to protect 
these valuable national assets. (U.S. Air Force photo/Se-
nior Airman Katie Spencer)

Team Dover members build sandbags 26 October 2012, 
at Dover Air Force Base, Del.,  in preparation for the pos-
sible arrival of Hurricane Sandy. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Roland Balik)
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 “We can now offer our viewers perspective that only a select few 
can give,” he said. “It has certainly opened my eyes a little wider.”
 Even though the professional experience was useful for the meteo-
rologists who were lucky enough to catch a ride, the personal experi-
ence was something that they will carry with them for a long time.
 “Regardless if you are into weather or 
not, this is an incredible experience,” 
said Kris Allred, WSAV chief meteorolo-
gist. “I spend my evenings looking at 
maps, building maps and then showing 
maps to the public. 
 “Flying with the Hurricane Hunters 
takes me into the eye of the hurricane 
that I’m showing on that map,” he said. 
“In such a historical storm, I will re-
member this experience for the rest of 
my life.”

During…
Through Teamwork, Team 
Dover Battles Sandy
by Airman 1st Class Samuel Taylor, 

436th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

10/31/2012 - DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Delaware – As a bad weather system 
gathered strength in the Atlantic, 
weather specialists with the 436th Operations Support Squadron 
briefed the leadership of Dover Air Force Base, Del., on the emerging 
threat; they had been watching the storm since 21 October. In the 
days that followed, preparations were made, aircraft were moved, and 
personnel were evacuated.
 When Superstorm Sandy fially made landfall near Dover AFB on 29 
October, Team Dover was ready. 
 Service members and their families were the top priority for Do-
ver AFB’s emergency response teams. Airmen from the 436th Force 
Support Squadron prepared an evacuation shelter in the Fitness Cen-
ter capable of housing and sustaining approximately 200 evacuees 
and their pets. Others helped with the implementation of a Stop-
Movement Order for service members 
traveling to-and-from Dover AFB, which 
helped ensure total-force accountability. 
 Also looking out for the families was 
the 436th Medical Group, from which 
three crews of family health, mental 
health, public health and bioenviron-
mental engineering technicians were 
dispatched to high-traffic areas. 
 Amid the chaos of the storm, order 
was sustained on base by personnel 
from the 436th Security Forces Squad-
ron, who fielded phone calls - made 
possible by the base’s communications 
technicians - from concerned residents, 
monitored the base’s entry points, and 
helped enforce the governor’s driving 
restrictions. Their military working 
dog teams were readied to assist the 
public during the post-storm recovery, 
as were the response teams of the 436th Civil Engineer Squadron 
Fire Emergency Services. 
 The gear was taken care of as well. Most of the maintainers at Do-
ver AFB were busy long before the storm made landfall stowing away 
equipment, automobiles and aircraft. More work is still ahead; The 

New York Air National Guard Tech. Sgt’s. Robert Spauld-
ing and Daryl McKinnon of the 105th Airlift Wing arrive 
at the 105th Force Support Squadron Personnel Deploy-
ment Function as part of the New York State response 
to Hurricane Sandy on Monday, 29 October. The air-
men are among more than 1,100 Army and Air National 
Guard Soldiers and Airmen deployed at the order of 
New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to respond to 
the storm. (National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Michael 
OHalloran)(Released)

436th Maintenance Group will play a big part in the recovery phase, 
unpacking the now-filled hangars.
 Alongside the maintainers were the “Port Dawgs,” members of 
the 436th Aerial Port Squadron who stowed almost 200 vehicles and 
pieces of equipment. Undaunted by the rain and winds, the “Port 

Dawgs” continued to load and off-load 
trucks and aircraft until forced to stop 
by the airfield’s closure. 
 Fondly referred to as “Dirt Boys,” Air-
men from the 436th CES were also un-
deterred by the elements, braving the 
storm to help preventing flooding on 
base. Their efforts were commended 
by a post on one of Dover AFB’s social 
media outlets from an on-base resident, 
who said: “please pass along our thanks 
to the guys and gals [sic] who were 
out in the street sweepers keeping the 
storm drains clear of leaves and debris.” 
 Through it all, support came from 
Airmen like Chaplain (Capt.) Joshua 
Rumsey, a chaplain with the 436th 
Airlift Wing, who lent spiritual advice, 
counsel and support to wing leadership 
as they made the big decisions in the 
Emergency Operations Center. Along-
side Rumsey was Capt. Drew Cutler, a 
judge advocate with the 436th Airlift 
Wing Legal Office, who advised leader-

ship on legal matters ranging from compliance with the governor’s 
directives to the legality of towing abandoned vehicles.

In Wake of Sandy, Mobility Airmen
Poised to ‘Answer The Call’
18th Air Force Public Affairs

10/31/2012 - SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Illinois – Across the nation, Mo-
bility Airmen are assessing the damage left by Hurricane Sandy at 
their own Air Force bases along the East Coast and beginning the 
process of recovery, while also standing ready to answer the call for 
support of relief efforts from civilian authorities. 

 In the wake of the hurricane, Airmen 
at affected East Coast bases are conduct-
ing damage assessments and beginning 
the process of recovery. Damage esti-
mates are ongoing, but early indications 
were that most of the bases have not suf-
fered significant damage. Meanwhile, 
planners at AMC’s 18th Air Force at the 
618th Air and Space Operations Center 
(Tanker Airlift Control Center) are work-
ing alongside federal and state agencies 
to assess the storm’s broader impacts 
and position forces to respond to any 
call for help from civilian authorities. 
As Hurricane Sandy made landfall, Mo-
bility Airmen had already flown aircraft 
to safe locations and prepared aircraft 
that could not fly away for the coming 
storms.
  “By moving aircraft and crews to 

safety we were also preserving our ability to rapidly respond in the 
storm’s aftermath,” said Col. Carl Rahn, a senior controller at the 
618th TACC here.
 Aircraft and crews from bases in the path of Sandy like Dover Air 
Force Base, Del., and Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., relocated 

Aero Club and Civil Air Patrol aircraft are parked around 
a C-5 Galaxy inside hangar 711 on 30 October 2012 at 
Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. The aircraft were placed 
in the hangar prior to Hurricane Sandy’s arrival. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Roland Balik)
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to Joint Base Charleston, S.C.; Grand Forks AFB, N.D.; and McCon-
nell AFB, Kan. In addition, AMC’s rapid-response team of air mobility 
specialists at the 621st Contingency Response Wing, Joint Base MDL, 
sent an element to MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. Aeromedical evacu-
ation specialists from Travis AFB, Calif., Little Rock AFB, Ark., and 
Scott AFB, Ill., are also prepared to provide East Coast hurricane relief 
if needed. 
 “As with any contingency it’s not the 
plan that counts but the value of plan-
ning. The better the mobility team can 
proactively envision any outcome, the 
better we can respond when the unfore-
seen happens,” said Maj. Gen. David 
Allvin, TACC commander. “We began 
working plans in anticipation of Sandy 
early this past weekend. That hard work 
ensured that despite the storm our assets 
remain available at a moment’s notice to 
answer any call for help.”
 “For Mobility Airmen, it is simple: 
we are here to answer the call when it 
comes, whether across the globe or here 
at home,” said Gen. Ray Johns, Jr., AMC 
commander. “In this critical time we 
stand ready to meet the needs of our na-
tion and fellow Americans.”

After…
Airmen ‘Lean Forward’ to
Support Relief Efforts
18th Air Force Public Affairs

11/1/2012 - SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Illinois – In the wake of Presi-
dent Obama’s call for the federal government to “lean forward” in 
response to the devastation left by Hurricane Sandy, Airmen from 
across the country are answering the call. 
 Aircraft and crews from 12 active duty, Air National Guard, and Air 
Force Reserve bases across the nation are mobilized to arrive at March 
Air Reserve Base, Calif., where they are slated to pick up approxi-
mately 10 passengers and 632 short tons of equipment and supplies 
supporting relief efforts on the East Coast. 
 The passengers and cargo, including 69 vehicles belonging to the 
Southern California Edison utility company, are slated to arrive at 
Stewart Air National Guard Base, Newburgh, N.Y., at around 2:30 
p.m., after which they will move out to support efforts to restore 
power and provide humanitarian assistance to the stricken region. 
Media reports have stated that more than 2 million people still re-
main without power in the aftermath of the superstorm. 
 The movement is expected to require the use of five C-5s and ap-
proximately 12 C-17s. A C-5B from Travis Air Force Base, Calif., and 
C-17 from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., are among the first 
aircraft scheduled to depart March Thursday morning.
 The rapid response was made possible through the combined ef-
forts of planners at U.S. Transportation Command, Air Mobility 
Command’s 18th Air Force and the 618th Air and Space Operations 
Center (Tanker Airlift Control Center) here operating as part of the 
U.S. Northern Command-led effort supporting the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s storm response efforts. Days before the 
storm made landfall, these same planners had already begun prepara-
tions to move personnel and aircraft out of harm’s way - preserving 
their readiness to respond after the storm had passed. 
 Since then, America’s total force mobility team has turned its 
attention to support of recovery efforts. To that end, and in re-
sponse to a USNORTHCOM tasking, Airmen quickly put together 

the ambitious plan to rapidly move personnel and supplies to 
stabilize and improve conditions in the region. 
 Airmen offer unique capabilities to the federal effort, including 
airlift, air refueling and aeromedical evacuation support. Those ca-
pabilities delivered hope to those in need overseas after the 2010 
Haiti earthquake and last year’s earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 

crisis in Japan as well as here at home in 
the wake of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Ike 
and Gustav.

From Coast To Coast,
the Contingency Response 
Wing Answers Sandy’s Call
by Tech. Sgt. Parker Gyokeres, 621st 
Contingency Response Wing

11/7/2012 - JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-
LAKEHURST, New Jersey – The mobility 
Airmen in the 621st Contingency Re-
sponse Wing are no strangers to the 
chaos of a disaster area, nor the destruc-
tion of a flood; it is the siren song of 
their role as Air Mobility Command’s 
9-1-1 force.
 But when Hurricane Sandy came 
to the New Jersey Shore 29 October 
it brought that peril to their own 
homes. The specialized air mobility 
rapid-response unit was faced with 
the challenge of both helping others 

and preparing themselves.
 The CRW is like no other wing in the Air Force, explained Col. 
Marty Chapin, 621st commander. It consists of small teams of highly 
trained Airmen who specialize in deploying to remote or disaster-
stricken areas and establishing air mobility operating locations to ac-
cept cargo, process passengers, or operate air mobility planning cells. 
It provides its own security, communication, lodging and power and 
is able to operate without any additional resupply for up to five days. 
It has groups split evenly between Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
in central New Jersey, and Travis Air Force Base, California.
 “When it became clear Sandy would threaten our East Coast op-
erations, our first priority was to ensure the continued readiness of 
our United States Transportation Command Joint Task Force - Port 
Opening alert team,” explained Chapin. “The JTF-PO alert was cur-
rently held by the 818th Contingency Response Group here at JB-
MDL. If they were unable to respond, it could have degraded the 
Air Force’s ability to respond to the hurricane or other contingency 
requirements.”
 With forces on both coasts, CRW, 18th Air Force, Air Mobility 
Command and U.S. Transportation Command quickly worked to-
gether to create a plan that addressed both the safety and security of 
the CRW mission.
 The majority of the CRW on the east coast needed to take shelter 
and prepare for the approaching storm. Meanwhile, the Travis AFB-
based 571st Contingency Response Group quickly assumed the duties 
of the JTF-PO alert force that was unable to reposition itself.
 With the majority of the JTF-PO alert now taken up by teams at 
Travis, a smaller Contingency Response Element of 65 Airmen with 
critical skills evacuated with some of the last C-17 Globemaster IIIs 
out of JB MDL.
 They waited in Tampa, Fla. while their coworkers on the East Coast 
battened the hatches and prepared for the worst.
 “We planned to return as soon as JB-MDL was able to launch us 
into the fight anywhere in the world,” said Lt. Col Shawn Under-
wood, 818th CRE commander. “But as we watched live reports of 

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 621st Contingen-
cy Response Wing at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
N.J. fly from aboard a JB MDL-based C-17 Globemaster 
III, 28 October 2012. The CRW was deploying  an air 
mobility contingency response team of approximately 
65 Airmen from JB MDL to MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. 
out of the path of Hurricane Sandy. This movement will 
ensure Air Mobility Command maintains the capabil-
ity to respond to natural disasters or worldwide con-
tingencies.   (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt.  Parker 
Gyokeres) (Released)
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flooded homes and neighborhoods on fire, we became keenly aware 
the next mission could very well be in New Jersey.”
 As reports of the destruction began coming in from areas as close 
as thirty miles from JB-MDL, it became obvious the CRW was the 
right unit, in the right place, at the very worst time for the people of 
New Jersey.
 From both coasts, Airmen in the 
CRW switched gears and prepared to 
immediately deploy and assist with the 
relief efforts.
 “The 570th Contingency Response 
Group had recently returned from a ma-
jor exercise at Fort Polk, La.,” explained 
Col. Darren Sprunk, 570th CRG com-
mander. “Our Airmen teamed with our 
615th Global Support Squadron mem-
bers to work around the clock to inspect 
and repack a huge amount of equipment 
as returned from the field. Thanks to the 
tireless efforts of all involved, we were 
able to quickly stand up response teams 
to augment the nation’s response.”
 It was clear there was work to be done, 
explained Chapin, the next question 
was where they would need to employ 
CRW expertise.
 “At our core, what the CRW does best 
is move large amounts of critical cargo 
into or out of locations that may have 
the real estate, but don’t have the capa-
bility or capacity to handle it,” he said. 
“We are trained and equipped to establish a cargo reception, pro-
cessing and loading facility on an established ramp anywhere in the 
world within hours of notification.”
 And the calls did come. Immediately after the passing of hurricane 
Sandy, two 621st teams from Travis AFB deployed as part of a Nation-
al Power Generation Task Force to March AFB, Calif. and Phoenix, 
Ariz. Their mission was to load relief supplies and generators onto 
AMC aircraft for urgent flights to the east coast.
 The Phoenix-based team plans to move to airfields in Texas and 
then Louisiana as the staged stock of generators in each location is 
exhausted.
 Tanker and airlift planners from the 615th Air Mobility Operations 
Squadron at Travis AFB also deployed to support Northern Com-
mand planning operations at Peterson AFB, Colo.
 A ten-man crew of aerial transportation specialists deployed with 
cargo handling equipment from the 817th CRG at JB MDL to JFK 
Airport in New York City. They are beefing-up cargo offloading op-
erations at JFK in the face of a massive influx of relief supplies and 
emergency equipment.
 “It is remarkable how the versatile, mobility Airmen of the CRW 
were ready to answer the call and move to multiple locations just 
hours after Sandy made landfall,” said Chapin. “I am proud of every 
single member of the CRW family for all of their hard work and dedi-
cation. They truly represent the best the Air Force has to offer in a 
crisis like this.”

JB MDL, FEMA, Continue
Post-Sandy Relief Efforts
by 2nd Lt. David J. Murphy. 87 ABW/PA

12/14/2012 - JOINT BASE MCGURE-DIX-LAKEHURST, New Jersey – Dam-
age assessment teams were sent out at first light to ascertain Sandy 
affect on JB MDL 30 October.
 The wind and rain combined to down trees and power lines and 

caused structural damage and flooding. The estimated damage to the 
base was $8.2 million as of 26 November, said Capt. Samuel Jun, 87th 
Comptroller Squadron Financial Management Analysis and Liaison 
Flight commander. 
 Office buildings and residences on Dix were hit with power outages 

throughout the base, but Jersey Central 
Power & Light worked quickly to restore 
power because they knew the joint base 
would be used as a hub for relief workers, 
said Robertson. 
 Col. John Wood, JB MDL commander, 
designated the base be for mission-es-
sential personnel only during both the 
hurricane and the cleanup activities, but 
by 31 October, the base returned to nor-
mal reporting status. 
 The 87th Security Forces Squadron and 
87th CES personnel assessed base damage 
while also continuing to maintain their 
normal mission.
 Members of the 87th CES worked to ad-
dress the damaged power lines and struc-
tural issues caused by Hurricane Sandy. 
 Damage assessments were prevalent 
throughout New York and New Jersey re-
gions and other states on the East Coast. 
Cities and towns throughout the North-
east needed help recovering from the 
storm.
 Multiple agencies from throughout the 
country continued flowing into the joint 

base in response to the hurricane. 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers collaborated with FEMA to pro-
vide generators to areas without power. 
 Maryland Urban Search and Rescue Task Force members arrived 
here and worked with the Georgia Army National Guard to conduct 
house-to-house searches in Staten Island, N.Y. The Task Force was one 
part of the National Search and Rescue Task Force relief effort.
 One of Sandy’s side effects was a fuel shortage throughout the re-
gion. Hours-long lines were becoming normal, prompting President 
Obama to take action. 
 The president ordered the Defense Logistics Agency to purchase of 
22 million gallons of fuel for distribution throughout areas impacted 
by the storm 2 November. The fuel order included 10 million gallons 
of diesel and 12 million gallons of unleaded fuel, according to FEMA. 
 JB MDL provided thousands of gallons of fuel to multiple units, 
which were delivered throughout the region.
 The 87th Logistics Readiness Squadron Fuels Management Flight 
assisted filling Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Trucks from the 
710th Brigade Support Battalion with fuel. The 99th RSC also worked 
with the 353rd Civil Affairs Command to provide fuel to a number of 
areas hit by the storm. 
 The 401st, 410th and 431st Quartermaster Teams worked with the 
99th RSC to get them mission-essential items such as wastewater 
pumps, military vehicles, tents, heaters, generators, cold- and wet-
weather gear and rations. The teams, made up of about 25 soldiers 
each, operated 600 gallon-per-minute water pumps as part of the US-
ACE’s Task Force Pump. Active-duty, reserve and guard units made up 
the task force.
 While many of the 99th RSC’s 350 Army Reserve facilities in its 
13-state area of responsibility were threatened by Hurricane Sandy, 
their position allowed them to offer much-needed assistance to local 
communities from Maine down to Virginia.
 The Army wasn’t the only branch offering relief to the surround-
ing areas. The Seabees, from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion-21 
on Lakehurst, provided support to 55 Naval Mobile Construction Bat-

A U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III from Stewart Air 
National Guard Base, N.Y. takes off at the Sky Harbor 
International Airport in Phoenix, Ariz., bound for N.Y., 
containing electrical equipment and vehicles to support 
the Hurricane Sandy relief efforts, 3 November 2012. 
The aircraft was loaded by aerial porters from Arizona 
Air National Guard’s 161st Maintenance Group and the 
621st Contingency Response Wing (621st CRW) from 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The 621st CRW is highly-
specialized in training and rapidly deploying personnel 
to quickly open airfields and establish, expand, sustain, 
and coordinate air mobility operations. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. Gustavo Gonzalez)
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talion-11 air detachment Sailors, from Gulfport, Miss. The mission 
of NMCB-11 was to return normalcy to the joint base area and the 
surrounding shore communities. 
 The Seabees worked to help pump water and remove derelict ve-
hicles from throughout the Jersey shore region.
 The Seabees were part of the Navy Expeditionary Combat Com-
mand Adaptive Force Package, which included New York and New 
Jersey assets such as Seabees, divers and Coastal Riverine Forces. 
The assets came at the request of state and federal agencies for im-
mediate response following Hurricane Sandy.
 Marine Air Group 49 Marines were also ready to provide post-Sandy 
support if necessary. A group of nearly 150 Marines from MAG 49 
formed Task Force 49 and were placed on stand by in the event they 
would need to conduct defense support of civil authorities in New Jer-
sey. The guard didn’t request the Marines’ capabilities for relief efforts.
 “MAG-49 was fully poised to ‘move to the sound of chaos,’” 
said Col. Raymond Descheneaux, MAG-49 deputy commander, in 
MAG-49’s monthly newsletter. “Know that our most senior lead-
ers had the utmost confidence in Col. Tobin and our commander’s 
abilities to excel within the chaotic environment.”
 Members of the Atlantic Strike Team provided support in a num-
ber of different areas that focused on their specialties. 
 Fourteen AST members 
joined the National Strike 
Force to provide pollution re-
sponse to the region. The NSF 
worked alongside numerous 
other agencies and conducted 
wide-area hazard assessments 
over 1,245 miles of shoreline, 
pollution mitigation at 28 
heavily impacted marinas and 
acted as federal on-scene coor-
dinators for 3 oil spills. 
 The National Strike Force 
also worked to discharge 
30,608,400 gallons of water 
from the Brooklyn Battery Tun-
nel during more than 118.5 
hours of pump time in support 
of the Task Force Pump.
 Comprehensive mutual aide 
agreements between Burling-
ton and Ocean counties sped 
up recovery efforts allowing 
the joint base to more easily 
and quickly send resources. 
 “It allowed us to send fire re-
sources to the shore and help 
rescue and relief efforts,” said 
Robertson. “It’s a legal authority for us to be able to help the county 
with requests immediately, instead of having to wait for a tasking. 
We were able to send resources from the base as long as it didn’t de-
grade our mission.”
 JB MDL’s professional organizations also provided relief support. 
Organizations such as the First Sergeants’ Council, Top 3, 5/6 Club, 
Air Force Sergeants Association and others collaborated to ensure the 
joint base’s humanitarian relief efforts would able to support local 
communities most impacted by Sandy. 
 A team of 24 Airmen, made up of volunteers from the 305th Air 
Mobility Wing and the base Honor Guard, teamed up with more 
than 30 community volunteers to collect and distribute supplies to 
Monmouth County residents impacted by Sandy at Thompson Park 
in Lincroft, N.J.
 The 305th and 514th Air Mobility wings evacuated aircraft re-
turned safely while the wing’s members coordinated shipments of 

vehicles and supplies from throughout the country. 
 Shipments included the delivery of thousands of blankets from 
Travis AFB, Calif.; line trucks from Fairchild AFB, Wa.; and utility 
trucks from Joint Base San Antonio, Texas.
 The 305th APS handled 37 Hurricane Sandy Relief missions com-
prised 947 short tons of cargo and 350 passengers.
 The RCC received a continuous influx of personnel during the 
Hurricane Relief efforts. More than 104 different organizations ar-
rived here to stage before, during and after Sandy. Some organiza-
tions included the U.S. Forest Service, state troopers, members of the 
Department of Energy, the U.S. Border Patrol and the New Jersey 
State Police among others.
 Snow was also an obstacle for the RCC as a nor’easter, known as 
“Winter Storm Athena,” headed towards the area.
 The winter storm hit the Northeast 7 November with the potential 
to hinder relief efforts but the 87th CES Snow Control team worked 
with plows and blowers to ensure the base’s mission carried on. 
Leadership requested “tier 1” Airmen, the largest tier, reported to 
snow control for 12-hour shifts which comprised plowing, shoveling 
and readying equipment. 
 Units started to redeploy back to their home stations as the weeks 
wore on and the areas Sandy affected began to normalize.

 The RCC assisted departing 
units with the redeployment 
process. 
 The 710th Brigade Support 
Battalion convoyed from the 
Contingency Operating Loca-
tion here 19 November. The 
710th BSB assisted in the de-
livery of thousands of gallons 
of fuel throughout the area 
from 5-12 November and rede-
ployed back to Fort Drum, N.Y.
 The U.S. Forest Service Oper-
ating Center closed down relief 
operations here 14 November. 
The Forest Service helped with 
the removal of downed trees.
 The 305th APS helped in the 
redeployment of line and util-
ity trucks using their Deploy-
able Automated Cargo Mea-
surement System to measure 
and weigh cargo before load-
ing it on to C17s Globemaster 
III, C5 Galaxies and commer-
cial carriers. 
 The RCC closed down 20 
November, after the post-San-

dy draw down was complete. EM will continue to work closely with 
FEMA on the ISB functions until commodities are no longer required. 
 “FEMA is still supporting a large part of New Jersey and New 
York,” said Robertson. “We will be assisting them until they leave.”
 Robertson said he attributed the overall success in how the base 
handled Sandy to the work done early on.
 “The contacts that were made and the planning that was done prior 
to this storm really paid dividends because it meant we weren’t meet-
ing folks for the first time during the crisis,” he said. “In the long run it 
made it really easy to deal with something that hadn’t been done here 
in a really, really long time, if at all. It was really heartwarming to see 
all the folks who came together prestrike and post storm.”
 Robertson expressed preparation as the key to success.
 “I can’t express enough the importance of preparation,” Robert-
son added. “You always have to be ready for that sunny Tuesday. 
Everything happens on a sunny Tuesday.” 

Airman 1st Class Patrick Russ, 8th Airlift Squadron loadmaster, marshalls a 
truck out of a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft, 5 November 2012, in support of 
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. For 
Russ and the rest of the C-17 crew from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., 
this was their third mission flying across the country in support of the relief 
efforts in just five days. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Sean Tobin)
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A/TQ:  Please tell us about your professional journey to this 
position.  Tell us who you are - who is Darren McDew and how 
did you get here, in your own words?

Lt Gen McDew: I am an Airman at heart.  I was born on an Air Force 
Base into an Air Force family and I am proud to say, I have been a part 
of the military family my entire life.  That’s why I’m excited and hum-
bled to have this position; it provides me the opportunity to serve our 

country while working 
side-by-side with some of 
the best men and women 
I have had the pleasure to 
meet. 
 The Air Force gave me 
some amazing oppor-
tunities. It provided me 
with a four-year ROTC 
scholarship that allowed 
me to attend the Virginia 
Military Institute and 
then allowed me to go off 
and pursue a passion for 
flying airplanes.  Along 
the way I learned that 
although I loved flying 
airplanes, my real pas-
sion was serving with and 
leading Airmen, Sailors, 
Soldiers, and Marines.  
 Over the course of my 
career, I’ve flown just 
about everything in our 

mobility enterprise and commanded nearly every type of weapon 
system.  I have also had the chance to work outside of the mobility 
enterprise and to admire and respect what we do even more from the 
outside looking back in.  I also got the chance to brag about us when 
I ran public affairs for the Air Force.  I also had the chance to admire 
us even more in the interagency as people were wowed by the exploits 
of our Airmen. And I had the opportunity as the Air Force District of 
Washington Commander to simply admire those blue and whites take 
off every day at Andrews.  So I feel like a kid getting a chance to do a 
job you have always loved and never thought you’d get to do. 

A/TQ: That’s really an amazing story.  I had no idea that you were 
born on an Air Force Base, so you’ve really lived in the Air Force 
your entire life, so to speak!

Lt Gen McDew:  I’ve been part of the Air Force for all but 13 years of 
our history.

A/TQ: That’s amazing.  And now you’re the 18th Air Force 

commander. Our next question is what do you see as the biggest 
challenges facing you and 18th Air Force for the next two years?

Lt Gen McDew: I would say that for the command itself, one of the 
biggest challenges is operations tempo.  I can’t imagine a world where 
our Airmen’s expertise is not needed every single day.  My task is to 
find a way to continue keeping our Airmen ready for whatever our 
Nation and the world needs us to do.  While I’m doing that, I need 
to evolve the command so that we can support those Airmen more 
effectively and efficiently. That means everything from how we issue 
our deployment orders, perform mission analysis, refine our process 
for command and control of aircraft, and develop our people. These 
processes must evolve as we take this battle-hardened, experienced, 
warfighting mobility force and start coming out of Afghanistan in 
larger numbers while in the midst of our retrograde.  This force and 
this command must evolve to meet the challenges of tomorrow. 
What that really comes down to is understanding what a post-Iraq, 
post-Afghanistan world looks like, and planning for the force struc-
ture, training, and exercising that ensures our success in it.  

A/TQ:  How do you perceive the current health of the fleet? 

Lt Gen McDew: I recently got checked out in the KC-135 after having 
not flown it for 20 years.  I am absolutely amazed that an airplane 
that is older than I am is flying as well as it does.  It is extremely reli-
able thanks to our dedicated maintainers and those flight crews who 
are exceptionally well-
versed in their systems.  
You can put tankers any-
where and you know they 
are going to show up. 
But it has to concern an 
interested observer that 
only an infusion of more 
than a billion dollars into 
KC-135 recapitalization is 
allowing us to keep that 
venerable aircraft as the 
backbone of the tanker 
fleet for the next 30 years. 
 Even with KC-46As 
coming online, that still 
leaves the 135s carrying 
the bulk of the tanker 
load. We often say that 
the last KC-135 pilot 
hasn’t even been born 
yet.  And when the last 
KC-135 leaves the inventory the airframe will be well more than half 
a century old. At some point very soon, the nation has to think seri-
ously about fielding the next generation of KC-135 replacement air-

An Interview with Lt Gen Darren McDew, 18AF/CC
by Colonel Greg Cook, USAF (Ret)

A/TQ’s Editorial Contributor/Public Affairs Coordinator, Col Greg Cook, USAF Retired, was scheduled to meet
with and interview the new commander of 18th Air Force, Lt Gen Darren W. McDew, during the
2012 AMC and A/TA Air Mobility Symposium and Technology Exposition, held in conjunction

with the 44th Airlift/Tanker Association Convention in Anaheim, California, at the end of last October.
Unfortunately circumstances required that General McDew miss the interview to direct

Air Mobility support efforts in the wake of Superstorm Sandy.
The interview was subsequently rescheduled and was held via telephone on 6 December 2012.

(Lt Gen McDew’s biography appears as part of a story on page 7 of this edition of A/TQ).

Senior Airman Brian Lebby, 317th 
Maintenance Squadron, demonstrates 
the operation of a Radio Frequency 
Identification-enabled tool control tool 
chest to Lt. Gen. Darren McDew, 18th 
Air Force commander, Nov. 7, 2012, at 
Dyess Air Force Base, Texas.  During his 
visit, 317th Airlift Group Airmen had 
the opportunity to showcase their in-
novations to McDew. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Airman 1st Class Jonathan 
Stefanko/ Released).

Staff Sgt. Jacinto Melendrez, 317th 
Operations Support Squadron, show-
cases the capabilities of a low cost low 
altitude cargo rig to Lt. Gen. Darren 
McDew, 18th Air Force commander, 
Nov. 7, 2012, at Dyess Air Force Base, 
Texas. During a group all call, McDew 
outlined his priorities to 317th Airlift 
Group Airmen. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Airman 1st Class Jonathan Stefanko/ 
Released).
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craft, what the programmers refer to as the KC-Y and KC-Z tankers. 
As for the C-17s, the C-5s, C-130s, and our executive air fleet--they 
are all doing well right now.  But an important point in is that it is 
our Guard, Reserve and Active-Duty Airmen who underwrite and 
enable global reach - a capability that is essential to our Nation, so 
we can’t afford to drop the ball from today to tomorrow’s fleet.  

A/TQ:  Right. Would you identify any critical issue regarding the fleet?

Lt Gen McDew: I don’t think there is a singular issue.  Think about the 
operations tempo that mobility forces will likely experience over the 
next few years.  We will put more and more time on the fleet as we 
expect even more from it.  So a key issue is how do we keep resourc-
ing aircraft to fly well past where we thought we would be flying 
them and how do we start to integrate new weapons systems as we 
bring them on board?

A/TQ:  So, if I may summarize - it sounds pretty healthy, but we 
have a high opstempo and a lot of issues just in keeping this older 
fleet running as we recapitalize certain segments of it? 

Lt Gen McDew:  Absolutely.

A/TQ:  How has the change in our involvement with Iraq affected us?

Lt Gen McDew:What I remind our folks of every day is that ours is a 
global mission.  There are combatant commanders who specialize 
and do great work in regions around the world.  We’re global every 
day.  In a way, for us it doesn’t matter where the next conflict is be-
cause we’re going to be there.  Coming out of Iraq just means that 
we have more capacity to address requirements throughout the rest 
of the world.  But we still have a lot of things going on.  In Afghani-
stan we have to ensure support for our troops in harm’s way even 
in the midst of a simultaneous drawdown and retrograde.  We also 
deal with a huge variety of other missions every day - from wildfires 
that burn millions of acres around the country to hurricanes, just to 
name a couple.  For example, we recently came off of our support of 
Superstorm Sandy relief efforts where the entire mobility enterprise, 
active duty, guard and reserve, answered the Nation’s call to move 
humanitarian and support supplies to the northeast.  

A/TQ: It is my understanding that we have a capability that’s un-
der the JCS priority system and we’re maxed out all the time.  It’s 
just a matter of where that max is focused and in this case it shift-
ed to Sandy temporarily, but then it went back to something else.

Lt Gen McDew: Right. The demand is always there and we’ve got to 
always be ready for it.

A/TQ: Do you see the force redeployment from Afghanistan - and 
I know this is forecasting - much different than that of Iraq, and 
if so, how would you foresee that?

Lt Gen McDew: The difference here is we are dealing with a land-
locked nation. We will rely on more ground transport, more mul-
timodal operations, although there’s going to be a high demand to 
move things by air because in some cases you just have to. In Iraq 
we had more options. U.S. Transportation Command is well ahead 
in their planning for this and we’re working with them and U.S. 
Central Command and every other organization that has a stake. 
Our job is to prepare our enterprise, Airmen (including CR forces), 
infrastructure, C2, and equipment, with a good plan that maximizes 
our capacity.

A/TQ: There is a lot of talk, of course, about the “fiscal cliff” and 
other things. This is mostly an operational command, so there 

are a lot of O&M dollars involved, but do you see any impending 
budgetary impacts that you might have to prepare for?

Lt Gen McDew: All of us, if we are doing our jobs right, prepare for 
changes in the budget.  What we must do every day is try to get more 
efficient as we evolve the enterprise.  We have to look at new ways of 
operating and  things like fuel consumption, while asking how can 
we do the mission with fewer airplanes and less flying time.  
 We’re always preparing for budget challenges.  As I reach my 
third decade in the military I realize that I am somewhat familiar 
with this story.  You just know at some point budgets will come 
down, resources will be a little bit more constrained, and we’ll 
have to find better ways 
to operate in that en-
vironment.  The thing 
that troubles me is that 
the majority of our re-
ally talented force hasn’t 
been through this and 
that’s where our leader-
ship comes in. I tell our 
people that the answers 
of how to move forward 
are with them. These Air-
men have worked hard 
over the last 11 years of 
war.  They’ve got all the 
right answers.   

A/TQ: Great - great an-
swer. Thank you. Do you 
have any specific goals 
for 18th AF yourself?

Lt Gen McDew: There is 
not a commander in the world that doesn’t have some goals when he 
sits down and says “how can I contribute to this enterprise?”  First of 
all, the enterprise is in great shape.  The commanders before me have 
left 18th Air Force in position to be successful for a long, long time.  
Our challenge now is to empower the bold and innovative airmen 
that exist in our Air Force, just like we did our service’s pioneers.  We 
are America’s global mobility leaders and everything that entails.  
We have to be inspired by our bold heritage and we have to unite 
in a culture of sustainable operational excellence.  So my vision is 
to make sure that our Airmen understand the part they play in the 
enterprise and our responsibility to remain exceptionally good at 
what we do.

A/TQ: Excellent, thank you. Do you have any other points to 
make, or issues to address to the ATA membership itself?

Lt Gen McDew: You know, as an Airman that I’ve been now for 52 
years, I always have to thank the folks who came before me, the folks 
that set in motion this enterprise and culture that makes the Airmen 
of today even more successful.  When we look back and see what the 
Tunners, the Halversons, the Spaatzs, and the aeromedical evacua-
tion pioneers who flew the first missions in the early 20th century 
accomplished it is amazing.  How can you not be inspired to want to 
make that kind of impact for our Air Force going forward?

A/TQ:  Thank you again very much for your time and I wish you 
the best of luck in your new position.  I know you have a lot on 
your plate!

Lt Gen McDew:  It’s a little busy, but I’m not nearly as busy as the 
Airmen out there doing the mission.  So thank you!

Lt. Gen. Darren McDew, 18th Air Force 
commander, presents Master Sgt. Cesar 
Flores, 22nd Air Refueling Wing Inspec-
tor General superintendent, with a Pur-
ple Heart medal during an all call Dec. 
12, 2012, McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kan. Flores received the Purple Heart 
for wounds received in action June 15, 
2007, in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. (U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 
1st Class Maurice A. Hodges).
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Air Mobility

NEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWS

 An Air Commando who died when his 
C-123 Provider “flare ship” was shot down 
over Ahn Khe, Vietnam, was laid to rest 26 
October 2012 at Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery, Texas.
 The 310th Air Commando Squadron load-
master, Airman 1st Class Jerry Mack Wall, 
24, was killed when his plane was hit by 
enemy fire and crashed into the central 
highlands, May 18, 1966. Until recently 
Wall, who was one of five crew members, 
was listed as Missing in Action. 
 In an intense recovery operation, 
three of the other airmen’s remains 
were recovered shortly after the crash 
by soldiers of the 7th Cavalry Regi-
ment. The flight engineer, Bill 
Moore, remains missing. 
 “I thought there was a pos-
sibility Jerry and Bill were still 
alive,” said retired Senior Mas-
ter Sgt. Gary Thomas, a vol-
unteer with Wall’s unit. “That 
situation stuck with me for 
my whole life.”
 That situation involved a 
small, tight-knit group of air-
crew volunteers from various 
backgrounds. Thomas, a first 
sergeant with the 14th Muni-
tions and Maintenance Squad-
ron, spent a few months with 
Wall. Wall trained Thomas 
and several others as “flare 
kickers” loading the 200 or so, 
27 lb. flares.
 “Jerry was so cool and 
calm, he was one heck of a 
guy,” Thomas said. “He had 
already been into battle and 
was highly trained. When I 
first trained with him, it re-
ally shocked me to go into 
battle, and when he started 
going over how those flares could blow up 
and kill us…There’s a lot of heroism in the 
310th Air Commandos.”
 The night of the fateful crash, Thomas 
was scheduled to fly, but was sidelined due 
to an ear infection. The lead scheduler, 
Master Sgt. Raymond C. Jajtner took his 
place. 
 Thomas said everyone knew the danger 
of flying those missions, loaded with highly 
flammable magnesium flares. Wall’s flight 
was hit with a 40mm round according to 

witness statements.
 “When you’re in combat and when you 
make friends, even if it’s for a very short 
time, it’s a real brotherhood,” Thomas said. 
“It never goes away.”
 Air Commandos provided combat air 

patrol and airlift to the soldiers, deliver-
ing ammo, food, supplies and troops. They 
also flew out wounded and killed in action 
GI’s, as well as prisoners, but one of the 
most harrowing jobs was the “candlestick” 
mission. 
 During those missions, loadmasters and 
flare kickers would load, unload and drop 
hundreds of flares from the skies over 
southern Vietnam, illuminating the enemy.
 “It was a firefight, the Vietcong loved to 
attack,” he said. “We had B-52s dropping 

bombs right outside our wings, ground ar-
tillery coming up, everybody is unloading. 
It got to be like the 4th of July, but of course 
you were scared.”
 According to the Defense Prisoner of War 
and Missing Personnel Office, since 1973, the 

remains of more than 900 Americans 
killed in the Vietnam War have been 
identified and returned to their families 
for burial with full military honors.
 Joint POW/MIA Accounting Com-
mand conducted an investigation mis-
sion in June 2007 and identified a site 
that was recommended for recovery. 
In March 2011 and March 2012 JPAC 
conducted recovery operations at the 

site and recovered human re-
mains and material evidence 
at the site, according to the 
press release.
 For more than a decade the 
United States has conducted 
joint field activities with the 
governments of Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia to re-
cover the remains of missing 
Americans, according to their 
website. Throughout those 
countries, teams continue to 
investigate crash and burial 
sites, as well as interview lo-
cals to gain additional knowl-
edge. Today, more than 1,600 
Americans remain unaccount-
ed for from the conflict.
 ”I’m so very proud of my 
nation that persevered for so 
long in searching for my fa-
ther’s remains,” said Lea Ann 
Wall McCann. “It’s been a 
long journey home.”
 Thomas and several of Wall’s 
family members greeted the 
flag draped casket when it ar-

rived to San Antonio Wednesday, aboard 
American Airlines Flight 497. Passengers on 
the plane watched from their windows as 
the fire department honored the flight with 
a water cannon salute and as the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland Honor Guard car-
ried Wall’s remains to an awaiting hearse.
 “Everyone involved in making this hap-
pen has been wonderful to our family, from 
the sergeant who escorted his body to San 
Antonio, to the VA and the VFW, to the 
color guard,” Wall said.

Missing For 46 Years, Air Commando Laid To Rest
by Capt. Kristen D. Duncan, Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs

A1C Jerry Mack Wall, laid to rest 26 October 2012  at Fort Sam Houston Na-
tional Cemetery, Texas, was killed when his C-123 Provider aircraft, similar 
to the one shown here (circa 1970), was hit by enemy fire and crashed into 
the Vietnamese central highlands in 1966. (U.S. Air Force courtesy photo). 
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A French soldier climbs inside a light armored vehicle, as it is 
unloaded from a Canadian Forces CC-177 Globemaster III in 
Bamako, Mali. The aircraft was serving as part of Air Task Force 
Mali in support of French efforts against Islamist terrorists in the 
north African country. (Canadian Forces Courtesy Photo; Sgt 
Matthew McGregor).

A soldier guards a British Royal Airforce C-17 at Bamako Senou 
International Airport, Mali, on 18 January 2013. The aircraft 
was part of an international fleet of C-17 aircraft supporting the 
French intervention in Mali. (RAF Courtesy Photo).

 On 22 January of this year, Pentagon Press 
Secretary George Little praised French allies 
and said the United States would continue 
providing intelligence and airlift support 
against an al-Qaida-affiliated group in Mali.
 “We commend the French for their ac-
tions in Mali to confront an extremist threat 

in that country,” Little told reporters. “We 
stand by our French allies and will … con-
tinue to work with [them] to determine what 
their future needs might be.”
 As of 22 January, Little said, the U.S. Air 
Force had flown five C-17 sorties moving 
about 80 French troops and more than 124 
tons of supplies and equipment into Mali.
 “We’ve provided information in support 
of the French since their operations began in 
Mali…and we continue to consult with the 

French on further steps that we may take as 
U.S. government to support their efforts in 
Mali,” he said.
 Little also noted that Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta has for years been “very 
clear” in his stance on al-Qaeda in the Is-
lamic Maghreb, a Mali-based militant orga-
nization, and other branches of al-Qaida.
 “We need to go after al-Qaida wherever 
they are around the world,” he said, echoing 
Panetta’s remarks.
 Since operations began in the region, the 
United States has “moved…to provide intel-
ligence and airlift as part of a deliberate ef-
fort” to consult with France and assess how 

International C-17 Fleet Moves Men and Materiel to Mali
the U.S. can best support among other coun-
tries, Little said.
 “This is truly an international effort, 
French-led, but a number of countries are 
providing support in the effort, including 
the United States,” he added.
 Since 16 January 2012, several insurgent 

groups have been fight-
ing a campaign against 
the Malian government 
for independence or 
greater autonomy for 
northern Mali, an area 
known as Azawad. The 
National Movement for 
the Liberation of Aza-
wad (MNLA), an organi-
zation fighting to make 
Azawad an independent 
homeland for the Tu-
areg people, had taken 
control of the region by 
April 2012.
 On 22 March 2012, 
Malian President Ama-
dou Toumani Touré was 
ousted in a coup d’état 
over his handling of the 

crisis, a month before a presidential election 
was to have taken place. Mutinous soldiers, 
calling themselves the National Committee 
for the Restoration of Democracy and State 
(CNRDR), took control and suspended the 
constitution of Mali. As a consequence of 
the instability following 
the coup, Mali’s three 
largest northern cities 
–Kidal, Gao and Tim-
buktu – were overrun 
by the rebels. On 5 April 
2012, after the capture 
of Douentza, the MNLA 
said that it had accom-
plished its goals and 
called off its offensive. 
The following day, it 
proclaimed Azawad’s in-
dependence from Mali.
 The MNLA were ini-
tially backed by the 
Islamist group Ansar 
Dine. After the Malian 
military were driven 
from Azawad, Ansar 
Dine began imposing 
strict Sharia law. The MNLA and Islamists 
struggled to reconcile their conflicting vi-
sions for an intended new state. Afterwards, 
the MNLA began fighting against Ansar 
Dine and other Islamist groups, including 
Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West 
Africa (MOJWA), a splinter group of Al-Qae-
da in the Islamic Maghreb. By 17 July 2012, 
the MNLA had lost control of most of north-

ern Mali’s cities to the Islamists.
 On 11 January 2013, President of France 
François Hollande said that he had agreed to 
a request from the government of Mali for 
foreign aid and that “French forces have pro-
vided support to Mali”.[
 President Hollande confirmed that French 
troops were taking part in operations against 
Islamists in northern Mali on 11 January say-
ing French troops “have brought support this 
afternoon to Malian units to fight against ter-
rorist elements.”
 Mr. Hollande said the intervention com-
plied with international law, and had been 
agreed with Malian President Dioncounda 
Traore. A state of emergency was declared 
across Mali.
 President Traore used a televised address 
on Friday to call on Malians to unite to “free 
every inch” of Mali.
 He said he was to launch a “powerful and 
massive riposte against our enemies” af-
ter he “called for and obtained France’s air 
support within the framework of the inter-
national legality,” following a statement by 
the militants on Thursday claiming they 
had advanced further into government-con-
trolled territory, taking the strategic central 
town of Konna.
 The French effort began in earnest with 
an airstrike by four Rafale fighter aircraft 
on 13 January, which targeted rebel-held 
training camps and logistics depots. Since 
then France continued to strike targets in 

Mali, and launched ground operations on 
16 January.
 Belgium offered two C-130s and two he-
licopters to France in support of the Mali 
operation on 15 January. “Belgium is pro-
viding logistical support to the fight against 
terrorism,” Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo 
said. 

“Our willingness and ability to 
help other countries like France be 

able to go after AQIM
(al Qaeda in the Maghreb),

I think, is the kind of model that 
you’re going to see in the future.”

—Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta

 continued on page 20 >>>



20 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Winter 2013

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James Roy and his fam-
ily depart the Pentagon on 17 January 2013, his last day 
in the building before the transition ceremony on 243 
January. Roy is the 16th chief master sergeant of the Air 
Force. (U.S. Air Force photo/Scott M. Ash)

 Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force James Roy walked through lines of Airmen 
as he stepped out of his office for the last time as the senior enlisted leader of the Air 
Force, on 17 January, at the Pentagon.
 More than 200 Airmen lined the hallways of the Pentagon to show support dur-
ing this farewell to Roy.
 Roy, whose Air Force career spans more than 30 years, was the 16th chief master 
sergeant appointed to the service’s highest noncommissioned officer position, ac-
cording to his official biography. 
 Roy officially transfered the duties and responsibilities of his position to Chief 
Master Sergeant James Cody, on 24 January, in a transition ceremony at Joint Base 
Andrews, Maryland. 
 Cody’s previous assignment was Air Education and Training Command, where he 
served as the command chief.

Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force
Roy Retires

 On Wednesday 16 January German 
Defence Minister Thomas de Maizere an-
nounced that Germany would provide two 
C-160 Transall transport aircraft to support 
the Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) deployment in Mali to be 
be used to transport troops to the country.
 Canada has contributed aircraft to the 
operation in Mali, with a Canadian Forces 
C-17 Globemaster III transport arriving on 
Malian soil for the first time on 17 January. 
It arrived in Mali’s capital Bamako with a 
cargo that included a French armoured ve-
hicle. Canada is only providing transport 
aircraft and not troops.
 Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
offered the C-17 to France for a week, but 
French President Francois Hollande has 
asked for the aircraft to be available for 
longer. As of 20 January France had 1,400± 
troops in Mali, up from 800. France has an-
nounced that it may send as many as 2,500 
to the country.
 The United Kingdom also deployed the 

French soldiers march to a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III as 
France increases their presence in the Republic of Mali to fight 
off Islamic extremists that have taken control of several impor-
tant cities in the North, Jan. 20, 2013 in Base Aerieene 125, Istres, 
France. The United States has agreed to help France airlift troops 
and equipment into Mali. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman 
James Richardson/Released)

C-17 to Mali, flying the first aircraft into Ba-
mako on 14 January. The aircraft delivered 
equipment that included three French army 
VAB armoured personnel carriers. The UK 
made the 2 C-17s available to provide non-

combat support – other-
wise France would have 
to charter similar air-
craft to achieve similar 
airlift capacity. (France 
has C-160 Transall and 
C-130H Hercules trans-
ports for the Mali mis-
sion.) Like the Canadian 
deployment, the aircraft 
were initially made 
available for a week, but 
were expected to be ex-
tended. 
 A second RAF C-17 left 
Paris for Mali on 15  Jan-
uary, after the flight was 
delayed due to a hydrau-
lic problem. The aircraft 
left RAF Brize Norton on 
13 January, but was de-
layed in France for two 
days while a hydraulic 
problem was fixed. 

 In an interview on 21 January Secretary 
Panetta said the kind of logistical assis-
tance that the United States is providing 
France could serve as a model for future 
military assistance to international part-
ners. “Our willingness and ability to help 
other countries like France be able to go 
after AQIM (al Qaeda in the Maghreb), I 
think, is the kind of model that you’re go-
ing to see in the future.”
 In addition to cargo planes, the U.S. is also 
providing the French with intelligence for 
its military effort.  However, as of 24 Janu-
ary, the U.S. had not yet made a decision on 
meeting French requests for unmanned sur-
veillance drones and for mid-air refueling 
tankers to support French fighters conduct-
ing airstrikes against insurgent strongholds 
in northern Mali.

KC-135 Tankers Get Innovative, 
Fuel-Saving Engines
by Maj. Mark Blumke,
AMC Directorate of Logistics

 Some decades-old KC-135 tanker aircraft 
are getting to drink from the fountain of 
youth… at least the engines are.
 The first of 1,440 new upgraded engines 
for the venerable Stratotanker aircraft was 
installed at MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., on 
15 January of this year. Upgrading 1970s en-
gine parts with modern technology, the en-
gines will burn less fuel and run for longer 
without repairs, officials say. 
 “We expect the engine to stay on wing for 
20-plus years and take the KC-135 into retire-
ment,” said Senior Master Sgt. Dong Kim, Air 
Mobility Command’s propulsion branch chief.
 Mounting the CFM Propulsion Upgrade 
Program, or C-PUP, on an airplane culmi-
nates almost three years of work between 
Air Mobility Command, Air Force Material 
Command, the Navy and the original equip-
ment manufacturer, CFM International. 
 The engine upgrade will allow the KC-135 
and the Navy’s E-6B aircraft to fly longer 
and at less cost by improving fuel efficiency 
and increasing engine time-on-wing. 
 The C-PUP engine delivered to MacDill is 
the first of 15 that will be delivered by Gen-
eral Electric Aviation under an F108 engine 
augmentation contract. 
 The refurbished engines upgrade the high 
pressure compressor and turbine sections of 
the KC-135’s F108 engine, a military variant 
of the CFM56-2 engine. 
 A reliable producer for many years, more 
than half of the engines on the KC-135 have 
not seen depot rework since they were ini-
tially installed; some dating back to 1984. 
 The engine depot at Oklahoma City Air 
Logistics Complex expects to deliver the 
first organically produced C-PUP engine lat-
er this year and is planning to produce 120 
annually. Affecting 1,440 Air Force engines, 
the upgrade effort is projected to take 12 
years to complete, according to officials.
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INDUSTRY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
AAI Corporation

AAR Corp

Aerocraft

Alenia Aermacchi North America

Altus Military Affairs Committee

ARINC Aerospace

Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association

ARSAG International

Atlas Air Worldwide

Ballard Technology, Inc.

Bell Helicopter Textron

Boeing Company, The

Bombardier

Booz Allen Hamilton

Bose Corporation

CAE

Capewell

Cessna Aircraft Company

Chromalloy

Cobham

CSC

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC

Cyintech, Inc.

David Clark Company, Inc.

DRC

DRS Technologies, Inc.

EADS North America

EATON Aerospace

Elbit Systems of America

EMTEQ, Inc.

ESCO-Zodiac Aerospace

Esterline CMC Electronics

Esterline Defense Technologies

Flightcom Corporation

FlightSafety International

Gander International Airport Authority

 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport is a rapidly 
growing commercial airport in the Greater 
Phoenix Arizona region. It is a premier busi-
ness location ideally situated in the South-
west United States as an alternative to many 
other crowded facilities. Gateway has three 
long runways (10,400 feet; 10,200 feet; and 
9,300 feet) and has hosted the largest aircraft 
in the world, including the An-225, An-124, 
C-5s, C-17s, 747-8F, and 747-400F, as well as 
other widebodies. Gateway is also actively 
used by the Arizona Air National Guard 
for KC-135 training and regularly hosts the 
Omega Tanker. Gateway owns and oper-
ates the only FBO on-airport and holds the 
Government Fuel Contract, supporting 
military and commercial aircraft of any 
type. The Airport has a secure perimeter 
and can assist companies moving sensi-
tive loads. Gateway is actively working 
to attract air cargo activity and can sup-
port many different types of operations 
for commercial or military activity.
 In 1991, the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission recommended 
that the Williams Air Base, located in 
Mesa, Arizona, approximately 30 miles 
southeast of Pheonix, close its doors. 
Two years later in 1993, it became a real-
ity and the former Air Base began its search 
for a new identity.  A plan was developed to 
transform the base to be an aerospace cen-
ter and an educational, research and train-
ing facility with the airport serving as a re-
liever to Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport.  Currently, aviation uses include 
commercial passenger service, aircraft man-
ufacturing, maintenance, modification, air 
cargo operations and flight training.  In 
2008, the former base became the Phoenix 
Mesa Gateway Airport.
 The former Williams Air Force Base played 
a strategic role in America’s aviation history. 
Over a span of 52 years, more than 26,500 
men and women earned their wings at Wil-
liams. Gearing up for the combat pilot de-
mands of World War II, the Army Air Corps 
broke ground in Southeast Mesa, Arizona 
for its Advanced Flying School on July 16, 
1941. In February 1942, the growing mili-
tary base’s name was changed to Williams 
Field to honor Charles Linton Williams, an 
Arizona-born pilot.
 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, named 
Arizona’s Airport of the Year for 2012, is 
considered one of the fastest growing hub 
airports in the United States and has earned 
a reputation for being a convenient alterna-
tive to Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport. Last year, the airport served nearly 
one million total passengers, with more 

than 171,200 takeoffs and landings, mak-
ing it the 65th busiest airport in the United 
States, according to the Federal Aviation 
Administration.
 In the nearly two decades since a local 
committee drafted a plan to redevelop the 
former Williams Air Force Base, the site has 
transformed into three new and successful 
identities. 
 The Local Reuse Authority, Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport, has turned the closed base 

into a thriving international aviation and 
aerospace center and educational complex.
 Gateway Airport, along with two rapidly 
growing college campuses, provides an an-
chor for a variety of other businesses and 
agencies. Together these bring more than 
4,100 jobs to the former base. 
 Gateway Airport has transformed from 
a closed military base to a Department of 
Defense model for base cleanup and redevel-
opment. Since the closure in 1993, the Air 
Force has spent approximately $94 million 
to make sure the property is environmen-
tally safe and suitable for transfer. This ef-
fort has played a major role in the successful 
transformation of the former base.
 “Our relationship with the Air Force has 
always been quite positive,” said Lynn Kusy, 
executive director at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway 
Airport. “The cleanup program is going very 
smooth and it has never really hindered the 
redevelopment of the airport. It has been a 
great success.”
 Gateway Airport is currently home to 53 
companies and 1,311 jobs, and serves 38 
cities with non-stop service via Frontier, Al-
legiant and Spirit Airlines. The airport con-
tributes $685 million annually to the Arizo-
na economy and is currently developing an 
international aerospace center with aircraft 
maintenance, modification, testing and pi-
lot training.

 Arizona State University at the Polytech-
nic Campus is one of four campuses of ASU. 
Originally named ASU East, the campus 
opened in 1996 on the former base. As of the 
2011 semester, more than 10,500 students 
were enrolled in 40 degree programs based 
on the campus, which currently employs 
nearly 600 people.
 ASU shares approximately 600 acres with 
Chandler-Gilbert Community College, Mesa 
Community College, Embry-Riddle Aero-

nautical University, Arizona Laborato-
ries for Security and Defense Research, a 
Veteran’s Administration Clinic and the 
Silvestre Herrera Army Reserve Center. 
These entities make up what is known as 
the Williams Campus.
 Chandler-Gilbert Community Col-
lege offers programs in aviation and 
electronics, nursing, science, and social 
and behavioral sciences. The Mesa cam-
pus opened in 1995 and approximately 
4,100 students now attend classes there.
 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport 
(KIWA) is located in beautiful Mesa, Ari-

zona, and is a prime location for the conduct 
of flight operations.
	•	 Three	 expansive	 runways:	 10,401;	

10,201; and 9,301 feet
	•	 Easy	access	to	the	Loop	202	and	US	60	

freeways
	•	 Competitive	fuel	prices
	•	 No	ramp	fees
	•	 Overnight	 fees	waived	with	minimum	

fuel purchase
	•	 U.S.	 Customs	 and	 Border	 Protection	

passenger and cargo clearance services 
on user fee basis. Call (480) 279-2928 for 
requirements and restrictions.

 The airport’s Customer Service Represen-
tatives will help to arrange your rental car 
and hotel, and its experienced Line Service 
staff will take the best care of your aircraft.
 Aircraft Ground Handling Services in-
clude:
	 •	AvGas	100LL
	 •	Jet-A-FSII	injected	upon	request
	 •	Aviation	turbine	and	piston	engine	oil
	 •	Oxygen
	 •	GPU
	 •	Pneumatic	air	start
	 •	Air	conditioning	cart
	 •	Passenger	stairs
	 •	Baggage	handling

 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport offers 
just plane easy® travel on three airlines - 
Allegiant, Frontier, and Spirit.
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AAI Corporation

AAR Corp

Aerocraft

Alenia Aermacchi North America

Altus Military Affairs Committee

ARINC Aerospace

Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association

ARSAG International

Atlas Air Worldwide

Ballard Technology, Inc.

Bell Helicopter Textron

Boeing Company, The

Bombardier

Booz Allen Hamilton

Bose Corporation

CAE

Capewell

Cessna Aircraft Company

Chromalloy

Cobham

CSC

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC

Cyintech, Inc.

David Clark Company, Inc.

DRC

DRS Technologies, Inc.

EADS North America

EATON Aerospace

Elbit Systems of America

EMTEQ, Inc.

ESCO-Zodiac Aerospace

Esterline CMC Electronics

Esterline Defense Technologies

Flightcom Corporation

FlightSafety International

Gander International Airport Authority

A/TA INDUSTRY PARTNERS
(as of 24 January 2013)

GE Aviation

GEICO

Global Aviation Holding

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation

Honeywell International

Jacobs/TYBRIN Group

JBT AeroTech

Jeppesen

JLG Industries, Inc.

Kalitta Charters, LLC

L-3 Communications, Integrated Systems

LifePort, Inc.

Lightspeed Aviation

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Corporation

Louis Berger Services (Aircraft Services Division)

Million Air, An Aviation Services Company

National Air Cargo

Norduyn

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Omega Aerial Refueling Services, Inc.

Oregon Aero, Inc.

Parker Aerospace

Pheonix-Mesa Gateway Airport

Pratt & Whitney Military Engines

Raytheon

Rockwell Collins

Rolls-Royce

Satcom Direct

StandardAero

Support Systems Associates Inc.

Telephonics Corporation

Thales

USAA

 UTC Aerospace Systems

Volga-Dnepr Unique Air Cargo

 Industry Partner
HIGHLIGHTS

 In my first A/TQ article of each year, I typically report that in 
spite of the challenges, we had yet another successful convention. 
Although I was less sure about 2012, I am happy to report that this is 
again the case. However, without question, the challenges we faced 
in 2012 were the most monumental and threatening in the history 
of the Association. Substantial outside pressures resulting in govern-
ment restrictions on military attendance, overall economic pres-
sures, Hurricane Sandy impacts plus the unique challenges of a west 
coast venue - all combined to make matters very difficult. A/TA was 
forced to proceed on good faith in a very uncertain environment 
that threatened the very survival of the Association. Two huge fac-
tors that contributed to the 2012 success were the rock solid partner-
ship between AMC and A/TA (thanks in large part to the personal 
commitment of General Johns and tireless efforts of Lt. General Al-
lardice) and the unwavering support of our industry faithful. Once 
again, A/TA owes its success, in big part, to the loyal and enthusiastic 
support from industry – Thank You!!        
 Difficult circumstances provide an opportunity to validate rela-
tionships, processes and make changes that might be needed. We did 
all three in 2012: the AMC-A/TA relationship was tested/validated; 
we analyzed/adjusted our planning processes and looked for cost ef-
ficiencies to ensure a positive outcome. The landscape for military 
conferences has been changed for the foreseeable future. Some of 
these changes will be permanent and others many remain for the 
next few years. In spite of all the challenges, A/TA should be proud 
of their 2012 accomplishments.      
 We still had 110 exhibitors (down about 30) and we still put 
on a superb show - the feedback has been very positive. Sev-
eral of our loyal industry participants were unable to be with 
us in Anaheim for various reasons, but all are committed to be-
ing back with us in Orlando this year. A couple of very positive 
signs in 2012 were: ten new paying exhibitors and ten new pro 
bono government exhibitors. I spoke personally with each new 
exhibitor and they all plan to be with us in Orlando for the 2013 
A/TA. With all the new exhibitors and expected return of those 
who could not be with us in Anaheim, we have every reason to 
be optimistic about our 2013 event.  
 We held an exhibitor meeting on Thursday afternoon in Ana-
heim that was a good opportunity to share information and get 
everyone on the same page, so we will plan to do this again in 
Orlando. Last year also required that I send out information as ur-
gent issues arose and instructions were needed to keep everyone 
informed of potential problems and the many changes as they un-
folded - I will plan to do the same again this year. It appears that 
policies impacting all of us are likely to continue to evolve as the 
federal government works its way through the many economic is-
sues. We are in the process of updating the 2013 planning docu-
ments and those should be available in late February. I will send the 
documents to everyone on my contact list and we will update the 
website with the current information.   
 We are looking forward to being back in Orlando, Florida at the 
Marriott World Center Resort. Make sure you have 31 October – 
3 November on calendars for A/TA. The planning committee will 
be back in Orlando next month to update our overall plan. We 
probably will not be able to move into the Cypress Ballroom until 
Tuesday morning, 29 October, but that should not be a problem – I 
will include the latest information in the exhibitor package. Expect 
tear-down to begin on Saturday afternoon, 2 November.
 See you in Orlando!

Bob Dawson, Industry Vice President 
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atarooms@cox.net
Symposium Chairman
Lt Col Jeffrey B Bigelow
jeffrey.bigelow@cox.net
Transportation
Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
owens70@gmail.com

A/TQ
Editor/Art Director
Collin R Bakse
collin@bakse.com; atq@atalink.org
Advertising/Business Mgr
Maj Douglas B Lynch USAF Ret
doug.lynch@termana.com

Public Affairs
Col Gregory P Cook USAF Ret
Greg@GregoryPCook.com

Association Administrator /
Membership & Convention Registrar
Col Dennis W Traynor III USAF Ret
bud@atalink.org | ata@atalink.org

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Alamo
SSgt Ken Bueche
ken.bueche@gmail.com
Big Country
MSgt Kirsten Ellsworth
kirsten.ellsworth@dyess.af.mil
Capital
Col Michael W Hafer
Michael.Hafer@pentagon.af.mil
Cheyenne
MSgt John V Stanford Jr
john.stanford.1@us.af.mil
Denali
MSgt Joseph Grunditz
joseph.grunditz@elmendorf.af.mil
Diamond Head
Capt Rush Taylor
rush.taylor@us.af.mil
Eagle
MSgt Stephen J Stearns
stephen.stearns@us.af.mil
East Anglia
Maj Russell D Gohn
russell.gohn@mildenhall.af.mil
Flight Test
Maj John A Mikal II
john.mikal@edwards.af.mil
Golden Bear
Lt Col Jacqueline D Breeden
jacqueline.breeden@us.af.mil
Goldwater
Great Lakes
Capt Bryan Amara
bryan.amara@ang.af.mil
Hafa Adai
MSgt John M Carpenter
john.carpenter.3@us.af.mil
Halvorsen
SMSgt Jeffrey R Bratcher
jeffrey.bratcher@spangdahlem.af.mil
Huyser
SMSgt Paul A Piazza
paul.piazza@us.af.mil
Inland Northwest
Capt Valentino Diaz
valentino.diaz@us.af.mil
Keeper of the Plains
Capt Mike Vilven
mike.vilven@us.af.mil
Kitty Hawk
Capt Taryrece Culberson-Swint
Taryrece.culberson@seymourjohnson.af.mil
Low Country
Lt Col Joseph R Meyer
joseph.meyer@us.af.mil
Lt Gen Tunner/Berlin Airlift
Col Thomas Hansen USAF Ret
c130hans@msn.com

Luftbrücke
Maxwell
LtCol Eugene M Croft
eugene.croft@maxwell.af.mil
Pacific Northwest
Maj John P Masterson
john.masterson@us.af.mi
Peachtree
Col Jon A Hawley USAF Ret
jon.a.hawley@lmco.com
Pikes Peak
Capt Joshua Miller
joshua.miller.5@us.af.mil
Razorback
MSgt Christopher Huelsenbeck
Christopher.Huelsenbeck@us.af.mil
Red River
MSgt Matthew E Thompson
matthew.thompson@altus.af.mil
Rheinland-Pfalz
Maj Christopher Bray
chris.bray@ramstein.af.mil
Rheinland-Pfalz-Papa
Rio
Capt Robert L Moore Jr
robert.moore@laughlin.af.mil
Ryukyu
Capt Eric M Brown
eric.brown.44@us.af.mil
Sam Fox
Maj Jacob Rameriz
jacob.rameriz@afncr.af.mil
See Seventeen
CMSgt Michael M Welch USAF Ret
michael.m.welch@boeing.com
SoCal
Capt Eric F Doi
eric.doi@us.af.mil
Special Operations
SMSgt Anthony Brennan Jr
anthony.brennan@hurlburt.af.mil
Tarheel
Maj Bonnie E Stevenson
bonnie.stevenson@us.af.mil
Team Robins
Maj Joseph C Winchester
joseph.winchester.3@us.af.mil
The Shogun
Pamela Salvio
pamela.salvio@us.af.mil
Tidewater
Lt Col Wendell S Hertzelle
wendell.hertzelle@us.af.mil
Tip of the Sword
SSgt David Conn
badboygunn@hotmail.com
Tommy B. McGuire
Maj Adam D Bingham
adam.bingham@us.af.mil
Tony Jannus
Maj Taylor Johnston
taylor.johnston@us.af.mil
Warriors of the North
Capt Paul J Knoedler
paul.knoedler@us.af.mil
Wright
Maj Matthew Patton
matthew.patton@wpafb.af.mil

Contacts listed current as of 24 January.
Please contact Bud Traynor and Collin Bakse to make corrections and/or changes, 
or to suggest additional contact information for this page.
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