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ON THE COVER: Known variously as the “Candy Bomber,” the “Chocolate Pilot” and “Uncle
Wiggly Wings,” Berlin Airlift pilot Col. Gail Halvorsen (USAF ret), holds up a small parachute
tied to a Hershey Bar during a day of festivities at Rhein-Main AB, Germany, in celebration of
the base’s 60 year airlift heritage. Col. Halvorsen was in attendance to participate in the RheinMain Base Closure ceremony held on 10 October 2005. His trip to the ceremony was arranged
by the Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Airlift/Tanker Association.
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Seeing the World Through A/TA Eyes
2005 was a very good year for me. My duties as editor/art director of A/TQ afforded me
the opportunity to travel nearly all the way
around the world to cover events of interest
to the air mobility community – and I was
lucky enough to travel with some true air
mobility icons.
In the summer, I traveled to Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam, on the very special “Operation Babylift – Homeward Bound” trip at the
invitation of A/TA Corporate Member World
Airways. Traveling with 21 “Operation Babylift” adoptees back to Vietnam was amazing in
itself, but the trip was made even more special
because I got to travel with several fellow A/TA
members: our Association Chairman, Gen.
Ron Fogleman, and his wife Miss Jane; Bud
Traynor, the pilot whose actions saved the lives
of so many during the “Operation Babylift” C5 crash landing, and his wife Pam Traynor,
who works so hard to keep A/TA membership
activities on track; and, Phil Wise, a Med-Tech
on board the same C-5.
Immediately upon returning from Vietnam,
I was on my way to McChord AFB, Washington, for Rodeo 2005 and a week of nearly total
immersion in air mobility activities. While
there, I was lucky enough to rub elbows with
many more air mobility icons including Medal
of Honor Recipient and A/TA Hall of Fame
Inductee Col. Joe Jackson; and, former A/TA
President CMSgt Bill Cannon (USAF ret).
In the fall, thanks to efforts of the Pacific
Northwest Chapter, I traveled to Rhein-Main
AB, Germany, as a mobility mission observer,
to attend the base’s closure ceremony. This
time I was accompanied by none other than
Col. Gail Halvorsen (USAF ret), the famous
Berlin Airlift “Chocolate Pilot,” and his wife
Lorraine; and, CMSgt Mark Smith (USAF ret),
the current A/TA president. (At Ramstein AB,
Germany, I inquired about my chances of
getting from Germany to Vietnam, so I could
complete a trip all the way around the world,
and was told by mission planners that they
might be able to get me as far as Kazakhstan,
but then I would be on my own. Although
tempting, I declined.)
Following that trip I attended the 2005 A/TA
Convention & Symposium in Nashville, Tennessee, where air mobility icons were nearly
everywhere you looked, anywhere you went.
I learned a lot about air mobility history and
operations during my 2005 travels, but the two
things that stand out most in my memories of
the trips are the dedication and professionalism of America’s air mobility personnel, past
and present; and the remarkable camaraderie
that service to one’s country engenders.
2005 was a remarkable year for me thanks
to the A/TA and the people who make it such a
wonderful organization. Thank you!

Chairman’s

COMMENTS
Pigs, Lipstick and Reality
I am sure many of you have been in a position where you were
expected to put a positive spin on a negative subject. My grandfather
used to refer to it as a situation where you have to make a pig look pretty
and your only option is to apply a lot of lipstick and hope for the best.
When dealing with the troops, I have never been very good at putting
lipstick on pigs, primarily because the troops are very good at seeing
through lipstick. However, I have discovered that sometimes on further
examination what appears to be a pig may not be as ugly as originally
thought. So it is with two subjects I want to discuss in this article.
Gen Ron Fogleman
The first subject is a look back at our 2005 A/TA Convention. From
USAF, Ret
my perspective it was an outstanding event. Nashville was a superb
venue that allowed the Association to combine a tribute to the heritage of the past with
recognition of the deeds of the current mobility force. We honored the Founders of the
Association, inducted Major General “Bagger” Baginski into the Airlift Tanker Hall of Fame,
recognized our Young Leaders and named award winners with a nice blend of pomp and
appreciation. The seminars and social events contributed to the education, professional
development and camaraderie of the attendees. A thing of beauty….until we started to tally
the cost of the event. For the first time in several years the Association lost money on the
Convention….a considerable amount of money. Fortunately over the past several years we
have been building an operating fund that will allow us to survive the loss. Your Board is
not going to try to employ lipstick to gloss over the obvious. Clearly we must understand
what happened and what steps must be taken to prevent this from occurring again.
On first look it appears very simple, our expenses exceeded our income, and we did not
plan it that way. In an effort to fully understand what happened and how to avoid this
in the future, I have asked two former Association chairmen and a former Association
president to examine the planning and execution of the 2005 Convention and provide
recommendations to the Board of Directors.
The second subject I feel obligated to address is the emerging story on how the mobility
mission area fared in the Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR). While all the details have
not been fully released, it appears as though the C-17 production will be terminated with
the “program of record” of 180 aircraft, the tanker program will morph into some kind
of a tanker/cargo aircraft of indeterminate size and numbers, some form of a light cargo
aircraft (LCA) will be developed for operation by the Army/Air Force/Guard and future
military operations will be more dependent on the C-5 and the Civil Reserve Air Fleet
(CRAF)….not a very pretty or encouraging story, made all the more murky by the DoD
decision to not declassify or release the Mobility Capability Study (MCS) that supposedly
provides the framework and rationale for these decisions. At first blush, if there was ever
an outcome calling for a heavy dose of lipstick, these results look like it. In an effort to
better understand these decisions, during the past two weeks, I spent some time with
the Air Force leadership at Scott and the Air Staff. While I am not in a position to argue
for or support what has unfolded, I do have a much better appreciation for the forces
at work within the QDR, the pressures on the DoD and Air Force budget toplines and
Congressional restrictions preventing the leadership from building a more capable air
mobility force mix.
In the end the mobility forces will find a way to operate with the resources provided. It
has been suggested that perhaps this is part of the problem….our troops are so good at what
they do that, to the outsider and DoD analysts, it looks easy. The reality is that it is not
easy. In the end the men and women of the force will be asked to step forward and carry the
mission on their backs with extended duty days, more frequent and longer deployments
and by making old equipment work well beyond its programmed effectiveness. Supporting
these troops is the mission of our Association. Given the criticality of air mobility to the
execution of the National Security Strategy, I can think of no group more deserving of our
support and recognition.

Collin R. Bakse, editor
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SECRETARY’S NOTES

President’s

MESSAGE
“Crank it up” A/TA - what a convention! Sharp salutes to all,
especially our many volunteers for organizing a great convention.
And thanks to the membership - for your dedicated support and
attendance. It is remarkable to see our organization and conventions
grow as we strive to keep the same level of camaraderie and friendship
as we experienced as a smaller group. We’ll try to fix the long lines
in the exhibit halls and craft a new plan to secure hotel rooms at our
convention sites. Thanks in advance for your understanding as we
tackle these growth issues in a reasonable way.
I would like to congratulate all of our 2005 award recipients
including our A/TA Founding Members and our newest A/TA Hall of
CMSgt Mark A. Smith Fame inductee, MG (Ret) Jim (Bagger) Baginski. Your professionalism
USAF, Ret
and contributions to air mobility are simply remarkable. One award
which is not highlighted in the convention issue of A/TQ (it’s a surprise) is the President’s
Award. This award identifies and recognizes an A/TA member-volunteer who has contributed
immeasurably to the overall success of the Airlift/Tanker Association.
This year the President’s Award was presented to three outstanding air mobility members.
George Dockery has been the “Voice of the Airlift/Tanker Association” for 18 plus years and
spends countless hours at each convention researching background material, preparing
remarks, rehearsing, and ultimately delivering a dignified and distinctive oratory that leaves
a lasting impression on our award recipients and their families. George has been someone
we could always count on to deliver the program as our master of ceremonies for all award
ceremonies and banquet programs. George loyally serves A/TA as a volunteer and continues
to represent us well. Congratulations George and thanks for your dedication and hard work to
make our association so successful.
Our two other President’s Award recipients are Gary and Sondra Hart. The Hart’s have been
the most active and loyal registration workers imaginable. Together they have worked every
convention (except one - when they were in the middle of a PCS move) since 1989. The facts
are - they have spent over 16 years behind the A/TA registration desk. Gary and Sondra arrive
early, work long hours and are always willing to go the extra distance to assist the membership.
We rarely ask either one of them to accomplish a task – they are always there with a proposal of
how to get something done with the eagerness to “make it happen.” Congratulations Gary and
Sondra and thanks for your hard work and dedicated behind the scene efforts to “get it done”!
Also up for convention-related recognition are Doug Lynch and LTC Jeff Bigelow - for their
dedicated service as our new Convention Symposium Directors. These men accomplished
the skillful job of organizing and guiding our professional development seminars at our
convention in Nashville. We’ll try to retain these guys with a cold beer or two for next year!
I would also like to welcome our new AMC Commander – General Duncan McNabb. It seems
like yesterday that Lieutenant Colonel McNabb was General Duane Cassidy’s aide during the
C-17 acquisition and procurement days – now he is wearing the CINC stars and his comments
at the close of the convention were extremely motivating and absolutely outstanding in my
view. Along with General Norty Swartz at TRANSCOM, these guys will redefine the definition
of “movers and shakers” as they mold our transportation and airlift future.
As you might have noticed, this issue contains the story of Colonel (Ret) Gail Halvorsen’s
participation in the Rhein-Main Air Base closure ceremony. It was truly an honor to accompany
Gail and Lorraine to Germany. The 62nd AW leadership and Pacific Northwest Chapter took
great care of our A/TA group and arranged this spectacular trip aboard one of their C-17 aircraft.
Special thanks to our trip coordinator (really Mission Commander), Major John Pantleo. John
took great care of us and was such a delight to travel with – he is fluent in many languages
and is such a professional Air Force Officer. Thanks John! Our Editor, Collin Bakse covers the
trip in this issue but to sum it up, I must quote a comment made to me by Lorraine Halvorsen
while traveling with her husband and A/TA Hall of Fame recipient Gail Halvorsen, “I feel like
I am traveling with Elvis”! Colonel Halvorsen is a national treasure and as you might imagine,
extremely popular in Germany. Spending time with Gail and Lorraine was such a treat for
Collin and me and it was like traveling with Elvis! Thanks for the memories!
Lastly and most importantly, thanks to many of you who are deployed serving our great country.
We sincerely appreciate your service to air mobility and the sacrifices you and your families are
making to protect our freedom. Our prayers and support are with you always. God bless you all.

What A HOOT! You folks really know
how to attend a convention. I know I’m
on safe ground when I say that this was the
biggest and the best. How big? It was more
than twice as big as
the convention just
5 years ago – just
a couple short of
4000 of your closest
friends were there.
Over 70% of those
attending
wear
military uniforms.
And 39% of those
were enlisted and
non-commissioned Col Barry C. Creighton
officers. And how
USAF, Ret
about folks with
something to show? 900 registrants were
exhibitors.
At any rate, as our attendance continues
to increase, our membership rolls increase
and that’s a very good thing.
Have you checked out our web site
recently? http://www.atalink.org Please do
– there’s good stuff there, like the Rules of
Engagement for 2006 hotel reservations.
This is where we will post the latest and
greatest information. And if you follow the
links, you can update your mailing address
and check on your membership status.
Finally, a “Thank You’ to all our great
volunteers. You are the reason that our
association is so uniquely successful.
Barry

Future A/TA Convention &
Symposium Locations*
2006 ...Marriott World Center, Orlando
2007 .................... Opryland, Nashville
2008 .......... Marriott/Hilton, Anaheim
2009 .................... Opryland, Nashville
2010 ...Marriott World Center, Orlando
2011 .................... Opryland, Nashville
2012 .......... Marriott/Hilton, Anaheim
*Tentative outline of locations. Subject to change.

Cabin Report…Secure!
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Association

ROUND-UP
Hafa Adai Chapter

events such as Team Andersen Challenge.
In October, a contingent from the Chapter
was fortunate to travel to Nashville for the
A/TA convention, enjoying the fall foliage,
cooler temperatures, and southern hospitality
in addition to all the convention had to offer.
It was a terrific opportunity for those members
who had never experienced a convention.

“Hafa Adai” and “Adios 2005” from the Hafa
Adai Chapter, Guam! You can guess that “Hafa
Adai” means hello, good day or what’s up…
and that “Adios” is good bye. Well, hidden in
these words is also a strong sense of hospitality
and community. On Guam, everyone you run
into offers these same traits.
The Hafa Adai Chapter had a productive and
very involved year… demonstrating that same
sense of hospitality and community. Early in

Low Country Chapter

Preparing for Operation CHRISTMAS DROP ‘05

Members of 734th AMS celebrate during
Junior Enlisted Pride Day.
2005, chapter historian SMSgt Sheila Bowles
developed a scholarship program for A/TA
members and their spouses. She also created
the chapter’s logo. The idea of jump starting
a scholarship program prompted us into
fundraising motion.
We hosted a first-ever A/TA chapter golf
tournament, sold Hafa Adai Chapter shirts, and
hosted a luncheon with Colonel Alan Hunt,
715 AMOG/CC, as guest speaker. We plan on
continuing our regular luncheons and expect
to sponsor future distinguished visitors or guest
speakers in 2006.
In the summer months (not that you can
distinguish summer from winter on Guam),

course, the mission was a total success – on
time, on target! It was a great way to close out a
great year for the Hafa Adai Chapter.
Holiday spirit and sense of community were
delivered throughout the year, thanks to the
proud Air Mobility professionals and their
families on Guam. With much regard… the
Hafa Adai Chapter!

Into November and December, members of
the chapter and the 734th Air Mobility Squadron
and 44th and 39th Aerial Port Squadrons helped
the 36 Air Expeditionary Wing prepare for and
execute the 53rd annual Operation CHRISTMAS
DROP. They packed, inspected and transported
several 400-pound boxes filled with donations
of fish nets, clothing, medical supplies and
Christmas gifts. These donations were flown
and airdropped by Yokota AB C-130 aircrews
and aircraft to remote Micronesian islands.
In the spirit of giving and sharing MSgt San
Jose and his family helped prepare and deliver
meals to less fortunate families in the local
area. Chapter member and 734 AMS First Sgt
MSgt Ricky Grimes donated countless hours
to Habitat for Humanity and Operation Warm
Heart.
Finally, Chapter Secretary SSgt Rob
Simendich, MSgt Marchus and other members
of the 734 AMS constructed a C-17 model

First off allow us to pass on a
huge “thanks” to the folks at A/TA
headquarters for putting together a
terrific 2005 National Convention! The
symposiums, seminars, guest speakers,
and fellowship in Nashville were nothing
less than fantastic! Nearly 140 Low
Country members were in attendance.
Yet again, the convention served to be
the perfect opportunity to bring together
the airlift/tanker community from
around the world.
Life at Charleston, as for the rest of the
mobility force, has been very busy with
the War on Terrorism “full-court press.”
Amazingly, we’ve been able to maintain
a strong chapter presence over the last
four years. Building on that performance,
the Low Country Chapter is planning
an exciting line-up of social and
professional events for 2006. Recently,
the chapter hosted a breakfast where
Lieutenant General Rod Bishop, USAFE
Vice Commander, was the guest speaker.
General Bishop, a former 437 th Airlift
Wing Commander, spoke about how
the world has changed with regard to
the War on Terrorism. He also presented
a portrait, flown from Rein Main Air
Base, Germany, to Colonel Desjardins.
Up next, the Low Country Chapter will
be hosting the Quarterly ATA National
Board of Officers meeting this March.
Membership is open to all. Anyone
interested in joining the Low Country
Chapter is welcome to contact LtC Lenny
Richoux or Maj Ira Cline.

C-17 model airdropping holiday candy.
Lt. Col. Keith Boone (A/TA member an CC
734th AMS) and Amn Elijah Kemp participate
in the Team Andersen Challenge.
Hafa Adai Chapter Vice President SMSgt Bill
Mahaffey, Treasurer MSgt Mitch Marchus and
MSgt Tom Piott helped President MSgt Ricardo
San Jose organize the Wing’s Junior Enlisted
Pride Day. The chapter also assisted in base
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with $200 of supplies donated by the Hafa
Adai chapter. The Spirit of AMC “airdropped”
holiday candy from its cargo bay doors during
the base’s annual Rota Walk Holiday Light
Display. The model “flew” from the 734 AMS/
CC’s home and dropped on “Rota DZ”, where
the loads were quickly recovered by a swarm of
excited children. Not since the original candy
bomber, Col Gail Halverson, has sweets from
an airplane meant so much to so many! Of
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Charleston Low Country Chapter gets a
group photo with Col Susan Y. Desjardins,
437th Airlift Wing Commander (front
row), before heading in to the Saturday
night banquet.
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Tidewater Chapter
Air Mobility Command’s Vice Commander,
Lt. Gen. Christopher Kelly, spoke to a group
of A/TA members and attendees from the
C2ISR Center’s “AMC Exchange Day” at
Langley AFB, Va. on Dec. 1, 2005. During the
luncheon, he provided an update on AMC’s
leadership situation at Scott AFB, Ill., and gave
his view of the current Quadrennial Defense
Review process.
“[Gen.] John Handy is one of the best
leaders the Air Force has produced … but
I only saw him one day a week,” said Gen.
Kelly. He described the offices of AMC
during Gen. Handy’s tenure as both U.S.
Transportation Command commander
and AMC commander, saying that both
positions are full-time jobs. He then focused
on AMC’s headquarters today, and said
he believes there is great benefit to Gen.
McNabb devoting his efforts toward AMC.
Under Gen. Handy, the AMC staff provided
him information once a week, while Gen.
McNabb gets responses every day. “There’s

a change in the atmosphere” under Gen.
McNabb,” he said, adding with a grin, “The
staff is adjusting.”
Gen. Kelly said he’s not concerned about
having separate AMC and USTRANSCOM
commanders. “Everyone asks me, ‘How are

Gen. Kelly (right) prepares to sign the
Tidewater Chapter Charter.
the two generals at Scott working out?’ Well,
they’ve known each other for 35 years, and
[they] work issues together.”
As for the upcoming QDR, Gen. Kelly said
he was concerned about how it will impact
AMC’s recapitalization desires, and admitted

the QDR process is very secretive. “I know
that [vice chief of staff] Gen. Corley is all
QDR, all the time,” said Gen. Kelly, noting
the AF/CV is attending QDR sessions six days
per week. Yet, he said, “There are no leaks!”
Looking ahead, Gen. Kelly forecasted
a smaller, more mobile, more lethal Air
Force in the next 10 years, and said he
realizes that with a smaller DOD topline,
future funding will be a “huge challenge.”
Still, he articulated that he was committed
to supporting the warfighter above all.
“This is not about us!” he emphasized,
following with the question, “Are we
providing the boss what he needs to
support those in the field?”
After the short speech and a question and
answer session, chapter president Lt. Col.
Mike Murawski unrolled the original charter
for the establishment of the the A/TA’s
Tidewater Chapter. As a distinguished speaker,
Gen. Kelly signed the document, adding
his name to the rolls of such distinguished
USAF leaders as generals “Dutch” Huyser, Hal
Hornburg and John Handy.

A/TA Member Professor Rob Owen Seeking Information on the History of Airlift
The Air Force History Office has contracted
ATA member and Professor Rob Owen (Col,
USAF, ret) of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University to begin a series of books on the
history of airlift. He has begun drafting the
first volume of this study already, The Rise of
Global Airlift in the United States Air Force
1919-1977. Air Force plans call for a second
volume to cover Global Airlift from 1978 to
the present, and a third book to cover Troop
Carrier/Tactical/Theater Airlift. The History
Office has initiated parallel projects to record
the history of Air Refuelling and the Civil
Reserve Airlift Fleet.
As part of his research for the current
book, Rob would very much like to interview

individuals with direct knowledge and
experience in a number of little known niches
in airlift history. The areas he is interested in
include; ATC and Troop Carrier command
and control in WWII (particularly the
CATOR and SCAT programs); ATC enroute
support organization and management in
WWII; FEAF airlift command and control
in Korea; development of the C-124, 132,
and 133 transports in the 1950s, MATS
interaction with Non-sked (Part 145) carriers
and the CRAF between 1952 and 1963; MATS
operational, exercise, and force structure
planning between 1952 and 1965; planning
and execution of key exercises, such as
SWARMER, BIG LIFT, PUERTO PINE, Gold

FMC Technologies Supports A/TA Enlisted Tuition Grant Program
FMC Technologies, the builders of the
renowned Halvorsen Loader and stalwart
A/TA Corporate Member, took advantage
of the record turn out at the 2005 A/TA
Convention & Symposium to help raise
money for the Association’s Enlisted Tuition
Grant (ETG) Program.
The company’s booth at the convention
featured a basketball shoot, where
participants donated $1.00 for a chance
to win prizes. FMC matched each dollar
donation and donated an additional dollar
for every basket made. The basketball event
raised $1,404.00.
In addition to the basketball shoot, FMC
sponsored a book signing event featuring
Col. Gail Halvorsen, the famed Berlin
“Chocolate Pilot,” which raised another
$1,920.00, for a total of $3,324.00.
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FMC’s generous support of the educational

activities of the Association will go a long
way in helping to make the world’s best air
mobility force even better! Thanks FMC!
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Fire, Close Look, and REFORGER; MATS
command and control throughout the 1950s
and 1960s; the 834th AD during the Vietnam
War, intelligence activities in support of
airlift activities throughout this period;
close working relationships with senior ATC,
MATS, and early MAC commanders through
Joseph Kelley and Howell Estes.
Rob also reports that he is eager to here
other suggestions of topics and issues that
should be included in this history. You
can contact him at robert.owen@erau.edu
or 386-226-6897. He will conduct most
interviews by telephone and will use
material only with the release of the
interviewed individual.

Sampson AFB Vets Sought
The Sampson AFB Veterans Association is
looking for veterans in a couple of different
catagories. Sampson AFB, located approximately 12 miles south of Geneva, NY, is now
a State Park. The association is searching for
Prisoners of War (POWs) and those Missing
In Action (MIAs) who either took basic training at Sampson AFB or were Permanent Party
with the 3650th Basic Military Training Wing
at the base. The association is also searching
for all Permanent Party, Womens Air Force
(WAFS) Basic Trainees and Special Training
School Personnel, 1950-56, of the 3650th Basic Military (Indoctrination) Training Wing.
The association desires to honor and record
all these individuals in some meaningful way.
If you are, or know of any anyone, in these
catagories please contact: Chip Phillips; (716)
633-1119; E-mail: Chip34@aol.com.

Cover

STORY

End of
an Era
by Collin R. Bakse, editor A/TQ

Wearing the very flight suit
he had worn during the first
true test of the newly formed
U.S. Air Force in 1948, famed
Berlin Airlift “Chocolate Pilot”
Col. Gail Halvorsen (USAF ret),
took part in the official closure
of Rhein-Main AB, Germany,
on 10 October 2005…
A/TQ •Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Winter 2006
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s soon as we entered the hangar at Rhein-Main AB, Germany,
on the morning of 10 October 2005, the media caught sight of Col.
Halvorsen dressed in his Berlin Airlift era flight suit. They almost instantly surrounded him and began taking photos, video taping and
shouting questions. The famed Berlin Airlift pilot, known by several
descriptive monikers including “Chocolate Pilot” (his personal preference), “Candy Bomber” and “Uncle Wiggley Wings,” smiled widely
and tried to answer all the questions being asked in rapid-fire, German accented English. His wife, Lorraine, stood beside him lending
her usual patient, quite moral support.
Mark Smith and I looked at each other and shook our heads in
amazement. We understood that Gail Halvorsen was popular in
Germany, but we were not fully aware of the impact his presence
would have on the media. We did our best to try to keep them at
a comfortable distance but our efforts were mostly ignored. They
had stories and photos to get and a couple of American civilian DV
escorts were not going to keep them from getting them.
Mark Smith, as president of the A/TA, and myself, as editor of the A/
TQ, had been invited to accompany the Halvorsens on an adventure
which would formally mark the end of an era – the closing of RheinMain Air Base – ending the 60 year legacy of a U.S. airbase known
as “The Gateway to Europe,” and mark the beginning of new era at
Ramstein Air Base, the new home
of America’s air mobility mission
in Germany. Our participation
in the historic trip grew out of a
simple request from A/TA’s Pacific
Northwest Chapter, which set
into motion a remarkable chain
of events…
Adventure Arrangements
In the summer of 2005, the
A/TA Pacific Northwest Chapter
contacted Association President
Mark Smith and asked if it would
be possible to get Gail Halvorsen
to attend one of their Chapter
events as the keynote speaker
to talk about his participation
Famed Berlin Airlift “Chocolate in the Berlin Airlift. Unsure
Pilot,” Col Gail Halvorsen (USAF of Col. Halvorsen’s schedule,
ret), with is wife Lorraine, prior Mark replied that he would look
to boarding the C-17 “Spirit of into matter and get back to the
Rhein-Main” at McChord AFB, Chapter.
During this same timeframe
Washington, on 7 October 2005.
Maj Peter Mastroianni, Chief,
(A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
Mobility & Airlift Operations
and Training, HQ USAFE, was leading the effort to secure airframes
for a special static display at the Rhein-Main AB Closure Ceremony
scheduled for 10 October.
Maj Mastroianni, keen to include a C-47 and/or a C-54 in the
display, contacted the A/TA Secretary, Barry Creighton, who put him
touch with Col. Halvorsen. Col. Halvorsen contacted Tim Chopp, the
Organizer, Foundation President, and Chief Pilot of the Berlin Airlift
Historical Foundation “Spirit of Freedom” C-54. Unfortunately, the
cost to fly the “Spirit of Freedom” to Rhein-Main for the event was
over $200,000, plus the C-54 Avionics weren’t “legal.” Sighting these,
and a few other concerns, it was decided that the C-54 flying museum
would not be taking part in the static display. This led Col. Halvorsen
to ask if there were any way he could catch a ride to Rhein-Main
aboard a C-17. Then Maj Mastroianni, knowing that a McChord
C-17 was scheduled to be christened the “Spirit of Rhein-Main”
at the closure ceremony, contacted AMC Community Relations to
determine the options for fulfilling Col. Havorsen’s request.
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Maj Mastroianni learned from the information he gathered that
his options were either requesting special permission from the
commander Air Mobility Command or getting the 62nd Air Wing
at McChord AFB to host Col Halvorsen and his wife Lorraine for the
flight over aboard the
“Spirit of Rhein-Main.”
He decided to contact
the 62 AW first. A flurry
of e-mails between Maj
Mastroianni, Lt Col
Chad T. Manske, then
the Deputy Operations
Group Command with
the 62 OG and the
A/TA Pacific Northwest
Col Halvorsen and his wife Lorraine get a Chapter President, and
warm welcome from members of 62nd Se- Maj John Pantleo a
rial Port Squadron at McChord AFB, Wash- flight planner with the
ington. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
62 Operations Support
Squadron, followed. This exchange resulted in Lt Col Manske inviting
Col Halvorsen and Lorraine to fly aboard the “Spirit of Rhein-Main”
to the ceremony in Germany. A generous offer that Col Halvorsen
and Lorraine were all too happy to accept. A/TA President Mark
Smith and myself, as editor of A/TQ, were also invited to fly aboard
the C-17 to represent the Airlift/Tanker Association at the closing
ceremony. After clearing a few more hurdles, thanks to the efforts
of A/TA Chairman, Gen Ron Fogelman, and Lt Gen Christopher
Kelly (acting as commander AMC) and his staff, the four of us, Col
Halvorsen, Lorraine, Mark and I (flying on Mobility Mission Observer
(MMO) status), found ourselves bound for adventure.
“Chocolate Pilot” Addresses Pacific Northwest Chapter
When the plans were finalized and the trip was set into motion,
the first major event on the schedule was a photo op with Col.
Halvorsen, his wife Lorraine and members of the 62nd Aerial Port
Squadron at McChord AFB on the morning of 7 October 2005. Col.
Halvorsen talked with the squadron members, thanking them for the
great job they were doing for our country and spent a lot of time
having his photo taken with squadron members and at the controls
of a Halvorsen loader.
Next on the agenda was a Pacific Northwest Chapter luncheon
featuring Col. Halvorsen’s address about his participation in the
Berlin Airlift detailing
Operation Little Vittles,
during which, in excess
of 20 tons of treats were
air-dropped
and/or
hand delivered to the
children of Berlin. The
luncheon, featuring Col
Halvorsen’s
address,
was extremely well
attended. On the way
into the event Col Pacific Northwest Chapter officers Maj
Halvorsen took time to Bryan Huntsman (L) and SMSgt Dave
have his photo taken Harper (R), present Col Halvorsen a replica
with those who asked, of their Chapter Coin as a “thank you” for
including Maj Kelli his address to the Chapter. (A/TA photo by
Molter. Maj Moter, in Collin Bakse).
the middle of writing a book about her own father’s experiences
as pilot during the Berlin Airlift said it was “an honor” to meet the
famous “Candy Bomber.”
Following an excellent meal, Col Halvorsen was introduced by
the event emcee, Maj. Bryan Huntsman, Pacific Northwest Chapter
Secretary. Col Halvorsen’s address was humorous, inspiring and
motivational. He provided details on the day-to-day workings of the

Berlin Airlift, and credited the “attitude“of the children of Berlin with
the creation of Operation Little Vittles saying, “The kids atitude…was
the trigger that made the candy lift “Little Vittles” happen, and (it)
affected the rest of my life…”
Col Havorsen ended his address on an inspirational note and by
praising the men and women of the Air Mobility Command, saying
“The result of attitude and integrity is Hope. It’s a team effort. Hope
comes from many sources and AMC people are at the center.”
After his address, the chapter presented Col Halvorsen with a
beautiful wooden sculpture depicting the Chapter’s coin. Col Steven
Arquiette, 62 AW/DS, then thanked Col Halvosen “for coming to the
Chapter,” on behalf of Team McChord. Col Halvorsen then spent
well over a hour signing books,
photos and other Berlin Airlift
keepsakes.
“Goodies” For the Trip
When I had first learned that
the trip to Rhein-Main was in
the pipeline, it struck me that it
would be great if we could take
along some “goodies” to hand
out at the closing ceremony.
Remembering a Berlin Airlift
circa photo showing Gale
Following his address to the Halvorsen with a Hershey Milk
Pacific Northwest Chapter, Col Chocolate Bar, I decided to
Halvorsen took time to have pho- contact the Hershey Company
to taken with some of children in and request their support. They
the audience. (L to R) Stephanie were very cordial, but told me
Huntsman, Col Halvorsen, Daniel that the request would have to go
Huntsman, Lindsey Huntsman through an internal process that
and Evan Cromwell. Mr. Fred might take a few weeks. Luckily
Fredrickson, who also flew during I had contacted them in time for
the Berlin Airlift, is behind Evan. the process to work, the request
(A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
was granted, and the Hershey
Company came through big time! Two days before our departure
from McChord AFB, 5 cases of Hershey’s Milk Chocolate Bars arrived
– almost 2,500 candy bars. That was more than enough for the
closure ceremony and afforded us the opportunity to have Gail hand
out candy bars to aircrew members, passengers, ground crews and
nearly anyone else we came into contact with throughout the trip.
There were even enough to hand out to some really excited school
kids on the return trip and enough left over for Gail to distribute
at the 2005 A/TA Convention & Symposium in Nashville. Thanks
Hershey!
During Gail’s keynote address at the Pacific Northwest Chapter
meeting he had related one of his favorite stories about the
beginning of Operation Little Vittles. During his first encounter with
German children outside the fence at Templehof Airport in Berlin, he
had only two sticks of Wriggley’s Doublemint Gum to offer. Fearing
that such a meager offering would cause trouble among the kids,
he almost decided not to give them to the many children gathered
along the fence line, but in the end he handed the two sticks through
the fence. To his surprise and delight the children shared the gum,
breaking each stick into many pieces and passing small bits to one
another – when there wasn’t enough to go around, they tore the
foil wrappers into bits and those that didn’t get gum got a piece
of wrapper to smell. There was no quarreling or sulking. The kids
were just happy to get even a small whiff of something sweet. Their
reaction to such a small offering had a profound affect on the young
lieutenant and he decided then and there to launch an effort to try
to reach them all somehow – and the rest is history.
Having heard this story just before the trip to Rhein-Main was to
begin, the Chapter decided that some Wriggley’s Doublemint Gum
would be a great addition to the Hershey Bars. One of the Chapter

officers raced to a local warehouse store and purchased all the
Doublemint he could get his hands on. The gum arrived in time for
departure and was much appreciated by Col. Halvorsen.
The Adventure Begins – McChord to Dover
When the “Spirit of Rhein-Main” launched to begin the long trip to
Rhein-Main AB and the base closure ceremony, I found myself in the
“jump-seat” – sitting in the cockpit of America’s premier airlifter, on a
mission to accompany Gail Halvorsen, the famous “Candy Bomber,”
back to the Air Base
that had played
a major role in
proving the worth
of air mobility to
the world – truly a
“dream assignment”
for the editor of an
magazine focused
on air mobility.
The first leg of the
adventure would
The C-17 “Spirit of Rhein-Main” departs Mctake us to Dover
Chord AFB, Washington, on the first leg of a
AFB,
Delaware.
trip to Rhein-Main AB, Germany, to be unThe aircraft crew,
veiled as part of the base closing ceremony.
all from the 62
(A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
Airlift Wing’s 10th
Airlift Squadron, which consisted of Aircraft Commander: Capt
Brett Lent; First Pilot: Capt Ryan Simms; Copilot: Capt Andrew
Stohlmann; Loadmaster: SrA Macmillan Achu; and, Loadmaster:
A1C Suzanne Van Elk; took good care of our little “DV party” and
the other passengers on board. Our party included Col Halvorsen,
his wife Lorraine, Maj (now Lt Col) Bryan Huntsman, the 10 AS/DO
acting as the Pacific Northwest Chapter representative and Maj John
Pantleo, who functioned as a combination mission coordinator/DV
escort/multi-lingual translator for the group, Mark Smith; A1C
Nathaniel Copeland, a maintainer who helped ready the aircraft for
the ceremony and would later work the shroud for the unveiling of
the “Spirit of Rhein-Main,” and myself. Also on board was a small
amount of cargo, 20 or so stand-by passengers and a whole lot of
Hershey Bars and Doublemint Gum.
We broke open the “goodies” and Col Halvorsen passed out candy
and gum to the aircrew, the groundcrew and to the other passengers.
Remarkably, one of the
passengers had been
a young girl in Berlin
during the Berlin Airlift
and she was thrilled to
meet Col Halvorsen.
As a special highlight
of the flight to Dover
AFB, Mark Smith, who
had helped develop
the C-17 while still
on active duty as a Collin Bakse, editor A/TQ, with Berlin
loadmaster, gave Col “Candy Bomber” and A/TA Hall of Famer
Halvorsen and me a Gail Halvorsen, and A/TA President Mark
personalized tour of Smith in the cargo bay of the C-17 “Spirit of
the aircraft. We went Rhein-Main.” (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
around the cargo bay flipping rails, turning lighting systems on and
off and generally learning many facinating facts about the C-17.
We arrived at Dover in the early morning hours and we watched in
amazement as the ground crew and mission loadmasters on-loaded
55,000 pounds cargo ranging from paper towels and office supplies
to engine parts and diatomatious sand (a concrete additive), in a
carefully choreographed dance of skilled personnel and specialized
machinery. We once again made sure that everyone working on
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The C-17 “Spirit of Rhein-Main” departs
McChord AFB, Washington destined to
participate in official closure ceremony for
Rhein-Main AB, Germany.

A/TA President Mark Smith explains the ins and outs of the
loadmaster station aboard the
C-17 “Spirit of Rhein-Main.”

“Spirit of Rhein-Main” cargo hold loaded
with cargo and passengers.

Berlin “Chocolate Pilot,” aka the
“Candy Bomber” and “Uncle Wiggley Wings,” talks with children at
Ramstein Intermediate School at
Ramstein AB, Germany.

A/TA President Mark Smith (L) and Col
Halvorsen with three other Berlin Airlift
participants.

and around the aircraft got a treat from the “Chocolate Pilot.” A
couple of hours later we were out-bound on a flight to Ramstein AB,
Germany.
Across “the Pond”
On the next leg of the trip, the 8-hour flight to Ramstein AB, I
began to understand the remarkable stamina and dedication it takes
to be a part of the world’s best air mobility team. While the crew
took care of business, the rest of us kept busy telling each other “war
stories” and trying to get some sleep. After five fitful hours on the
floor of the jet, I gave up the notion of getting any actual “restful”
sleep and found myself wondering how these great young men and
women can fly these missions, back-to-back, in and out of harm’s
way, get 10 to 12 hours of rest and then get up and do it all over
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Lt. Gen. Christopher Kelly, Air Mobility Command vice commander, and
Col. Brad Denison, 469th Air Base
Group commander, helping to unveil
the “Spirit of Rhein-Main” at the
Rhein-Main closure ceremony.

again; and about how no matter what time they touched down, day
or night, at any given location, they are met by a ground crew made
up of dedicated, hard-working professionals. Col Halvorsen is right,
it truly is “a team effort.”
The last hour passed quickly as I had been invited to once again
sit in the jump-seat – this time for our descent into and landing at
Ramstein AB, the new center of air mobility operations in Germany.
The ramp at Ramstein, a sea of concrete, lights and markings, was
crowded with an array of military aircraft. While our aircraft’s cargo
was being off-loaded, those of us who could made a run to the
Officer’s Club where we enjoyed a great pasta dinner. Then, just a
couple of hours later, we were on our way to Rhein-Main AB, our
ultimate destination. By the time we reached the Intercity Hotel
in Frankfort I was feeling almost dead on my feet but somehow

The busy ramp at Ramstein AB,
Germany.
Col Halvorsen signing
a rare Berlin Airlift era
model of the C-54.

Rhein River region features miles of
vinyards and many hilltop castles.
The wife of the U.S. Ambassador to Germany, Sue Timken,
presents Col Halvorsen with a
keepsake.
U.S. Ambassador to Germany, William R. Timken, Jr. (L), and Gen.
Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong, U.S.
Air Forces in Europe commander,
speaking at the Rhein-Main AB
closure ceremony.

Members of Luftbrucke Chapter of
the A/TA with Gail Halvorsen (L) and
other Berlin Airlift veterans in front of
the C-17 “Spirit of Rhein-Main.”

Col Halvorsen handing out
Hershey Bars and Wriggley’s
Double-Mint Gum.
managed to join the crew and most of the DV party in the hotel
bar for a nightcap and an impromtu “planning session” for the next
day’s itenerary.
R and R on the Rhein River
On 9 October the “Spirit of Rhein-Main” needed to be positioned
“center stage” and prepared for her unveiling during the base closure
ceremony. The mission crew had to go to work, and the rest of us
really needed to stay out of their way. Col Halvorsen and his wife
Lorraine already had a hiking excursion planned for the day. That left
Majors Huntsman and Pantleo, Mark Smith and me. We decided to
enjoy a liesurely breakfast and then take a Rhein River cruise through
the wine region around Frankfort.
It turned out to be a great day for a cruise, once we had endured

A C-17 christened “Spirit of Berlin”
taxis for the symbolic “last flight”
from Rhein-Main.

a seemingly endless bus ride to the boat. The sunny, partly cloudy
conditions made it seem warmer than it really was, and the breeze
in the valley made the clouds’ shadows chase each other across the
steep slopes covered with vinyard after vinyard, for mile after mile,
punctuated with castles perched percariously yet strategically along
the Rhein. Our cruise ended at Kaub, home of the Loreley, the name
of both an impressive outcropping of rock in the river and a mythical
siren whose bewitching beauty and enchanting voice causes sailors
to forget the rapids and currents around the rock, only to meet their
doom. Luckily our boat pilot kept his head and we arrived safely at
the dock in Kaub. We then boarded our buses for an even longer bus
ride back to Frankfort.
On the bus trip back we stopped for what turned out to be more of
a wine marketing opportunity for the tour company than the “wine
A/TQ •Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Winter 2006
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tasting” we were expecting; a cable lift ride up the valley slope above
a sprawling vinyard; and a short shopping spree. Though the tour did
not meet our expectations, we had a good time none-the-less. That
night we enjoyed a great German meal accompanied by a couple of
great German beers. We returned to the hotel early and were in our
rooms by 10:00 p.m. Tomorrow was the big day.
End of An Era
10 October 2005, the end of 60 years of tradition at Rhein-Main
AB, Germany. The air base, which had served as the U.S. military’s
“Gateway to Europe” since 1945 was officially closed during a
ceremony befitting the base’s long air mobility heritage. The air base
closed but the “spirit” of Rhein-Main will endure thanks in part to
the aircraft we had flown aboard during the mission – the McChord
Air Force Base 62 AW C-17 Globemaster III bearing the name “Spirit
of Rhein-Main” which was unveiled during the ceremony by Lt. Gen.
Christopher Kelly, Air Mobility Command vice commander, Col.
Brad Denison, 469th Air Base Group commander, and Col. (ret.) Gail
Halvorsen, “The Candy Bomber,” who was coincidently celebrating
his 85th birthday. More than 800 military members, veterans, civilian
employees and well-wishers turned out to say farewell to the base.
Gen. Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong, U.S. Air Forces in Europe
commander, said the closure marked an ending and a beginning,
referring to Frankfurt International Airport’s planned expansion.
Airport officials plan to add a third passenger terminal, which will be
built where the base currently stands.
The general highlighted several groups that have served at RheinMain over the years, from the veterans of the 1948-49 Berlin Airlift to
the current members of the 469th ABG tasked with officially closing
the base in December.
“From a grateful nation,” said General Foglesong, “I’m here to say
thank you to all those individuals that made this base famous.”
U.S. Ambassador to Germany William R. Timken, Jr. said that
although the base’s legacy will not be forgotten, its closure marks a
transition.
“This transition is part of a larger strategy to prepare NATO to meet
the challenges of the 21st Century – to defend freedom, strengthen
democracy and provide a stable environment where prosperity can
grow,” he said.
Since 1949, Rhein-Main and the Frankfurt International Airport
have worked together to create a “Gateway to Europe,” not only on
the military side, but the commercial as well.
Dr. Wilhelm Bender, the airport’s chairman of the board of executives, said it’s with sadness that Rhein-Main comes to a close.
“Together we safeguarded peace and freedom,” he said.
“The closure is historic and emotional because we have to say
goodbye to our American friends.”
The final military mission left Rhein-Main on 26 September 2005
and the final commercial flight took off on 30 September 2005, ending the operational mission of the base. The 10 October 2005 Base
Closing Ceremony, officially marking the end of the airlift era at
Rhein-Main, ended with another C-17, aptly named the “Spirit of
Berlin,” making the symbolic last flight following the ceremony,
dipping its wing toward Rhein-Main’s hangars in a final good-bye.
The base was turned over to the German government at the end of
December.
Ironically, closing Rhein-Main took a lot of building, time and
money. The ambitious Rhein-Main Transition Program began in
December 1999, when the United States and Germany signed an
agreement to return the base to the host nation. In return, Germany
allowed relocating the base’s key airlift capability to Ramstein and
Spangdahlem. The two bases needed to be upgraded to handle the
mission, so, 37 major construction projects, 6 years and approximately $465-million later the transition was complete.
Following the ceremony, as guests toured static display aircraft representing several of the airlift and air refueling planes from the base’s
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past, enjoyed the great German food and beverages and tapped their
toes to the music of a German teen band named the “Swing Kids,”
Col Halvorsen spent a couple of hours in interviews, handing out
Hershey Bars and Doublemint Gum and signing books and souvenirs
with his wife Lorraine patiently at his side. Maj Pantleo, Mark Smith
and I served as crowd control and candy handlers. Just before we
left the hangar at the end of the festivities, Col Halvorsen joined the
“Swing Kids” on stage, exuberantly leading them for a song or two.
He then made sure that they all received a Hershey Bar and a pack of
Doublemint Gum before leaving the stage. As we drove through the
air base gate for the final time, someone remarked that, while one era
was ending at Rhein-Main another was beginning at Ramstein.
That evening several of us went to the hotel bar, named the
“JU52” after a Junker 52 Aeroplane. The small bar was lively and
filled with people from around the world – Americans and Germans,
of course, but also Britons, Turks, Aussies, Austrians, Swiss and Canadians. Between glasses of great German lager a plan developed for a
proper celebration to mark Col Halvorsen’s 85th birthday. Due to the
Halvorsen’s already busy schedule, the celebration would be a day
late but would be centered around two of Col Halvorsen’s favorite
things – sweets and kids.
Return to Ramstein
On the morning of 11 October we found ourselves back aboard the
“Spirit of Rhein-Main” heading back to Ramstein. During the flight
we discussed the possibility of our aircraft being diverted down-range
to take part in earthquake relief efforts in Pakistan. In the days following the massive earthquake that struck northern Pakistan on 8
October, Air Mobility Command aircraft had already flown numerous relief missions into the region.
The 6.7 magnitude quake, the most powerful to hit that country
in its 58-year history, had taken an estimated 40,000 lives, and the
United Nations estimated that another 2.5 million people had been
displaced.
C-17 Globemaster IIIs positioned in that part of the world were the
first AMC resources called into action, delivering emergency relief
supplies,
equipment
and helicopters to
Pakistan.
AMC had also
called on a Contingency
Response Group-Element
to deploy in support
of earthquake relief
operations. Two C17s and more than 45
members of the 621st
Contingency Response
Wing at McGuire
Air Force Base, NJ,
deployed to Pakistan on
10 October. In addition
Col Gail Halvorsen leans forward to blow
to CRG personnel,
out the candles on his belated 85th Birththe C-17s delivered
day cake. Col Halvorsen’s 85th birthday
an estimated 200,000
had actually coincided with the Rhein-Main
pounds of supplies and
Closure Ceremony held the day before on
equipment, including
10 October 2005. (A/TA photo by Collin
vehicles, cargo loaders,
Bakse.)
a 10k all-terrain forklift,
communication equipment and generators.
It was a good start, but the humanitarian relief support needed
in the region was staggering, so we understood that sending the
“Spirit of Rhein-Main” to the area was a real possiblity. However,
after arriving at Ramstein AB we were informed that our aircraft
was scheduled to continue on its planned itinerary and return to
McChord AFB, via Charleston AFB, SC. Since we would not need the

time to hammer out alternate arrangements for getting back to the
States, we pressed on with our birthday plans for Col Halvorsen.
We were staying in DV accommodations at Ramstein’s General
Cannon Hotel and the hotel staff graciously helped us set up a
room with party balloons and a birthday cake inscribed “Happy
Birthday Col. Halvorsen.” Col Halvorsen seemed genuinly surprised
and touched by our “better late than never” efforts. He blew out
the candles, and then, in true “Candy Bomber” style spent time
personalizing copies of his book “The Berlin Candy Bomber” for
each of us. His birthday present, a visit to Ramstein Intermediate
School for a chance to talk to kids, came about through the efforts
of Maj Huntsman and Maj Pantleo, who worked their cell phones
relentlessly until all the details were in place.
“Chocolate Pilot” Visits Ramstein School Children
Once the 60-70 kids at Ramstein Intermediate School had filed politely into the classroom and were all sitting cross-legged on the floor,
Col Halvorsen began telling about how he had come to known as
the “Chocolate Pilot,”
and you could tell that
this was where he was
meant to be – talking
to a schoolroom full of
children. The kids were
all familiar with the story since they had read
the book “Mercedes and
the Chocolate Pilot” by
Margot Theis Raven, in
school. None-the-less
they were mesmerized
by seeing and hearing
the “Chocolate Pliot”
live and in person. And
they weren’t the only
ones. The school principal, Bonnie BowenHannan, the school
registar, Patricia Hewitt,
and several teachers
were present and just as
enthralled as the kids.
Following his talk,
Responding to question from one of the
students, Col Gail Halvorsen explains to which centered around
children at Ramstein Intermediate School the importance of kindthat he got the nickname “Uncle Wiggley ness and education, Col
Wings” for rocking his aircraft back and Halvorsen took the time
forth, not by actually wiggling the wings. to answer questions
asked by the children.
(A/TA photo by Collin Bakse.)
“Was the story true?”
(Yes.) “How much candy did you drop?” (Over 20 tons.) “How did
you make your planes wings wiggle?” (By rocking the plane back and
forth, the wings didn’t really wiggle.) among others. Following the
question and answer period Col Halvorsen took the time to give each
child a Hershey Bar, sign books and have his photo taken with those
who asked. By the end of the school visit Col Halvorsen was smiling
ear-to-ear. He had enjoyed his birthday present as much as the school
children and staff had enjoyed his visit.
Before our departure for Charleston later in the evening we had
time for a little shopping at the Ramstein BX and Class VI store, during which Mark Smith told me, “…a true crewdog never goes home
empty handed.” Hey, I was there to observe a mobility mission and
needed to know this stuff!
We arrived at the flightline in plenty of time to take a tour of the
Ramstein Flight Operations Center and talk with busy men and
women who were now handling the air mobility mission in Germa-

ny. Once again Col Halvorsen gave everyone a Hershey Bar and took
the time to really thank them for their hard work on behalf of their
country. When we finally boarded the “Spirit of Rhein-Main” for the
next leg of our trip we made sure the groundcrew, the new aircraft
crew and all the passengers on board got a Hershey Bar.
Back Across “the Pond”
About three hours into the flight back across the Atlantic heading
for Charleston AFB it hit me how tired I was. I had been awake for
24 hours and counting. The “Spirit of Rhein-Main” was fully loaded
with cargo and passengers on this leg of the trip and most of the floor
space had long since been claimed by hard-working airmen much
more deserving of sleep than me. About an hour later a space opened
up on the floor and I was asleep almost as soon as my body hit the
floor.
We arrived in Charleston at about 8:00 p.m. and were escorted to
the passenger terminal DV lounge to wait for the aircraft to be offloaded and readied for the last leg of our adventure – the five flight
back to McChord AFB, WA. We departed Charleston at approximately
10:00 p.m. and arrived at McChord at approximately 1:00 a.m. local.
During that final leg of the trip I took the opportunity to take some
photos of Col Halvorsen and various members of our party. During
the photo session, Mark Smith took my camera and snapped one of
Col Halvorsen and me – The Berlin Airlift “Candy Bomber” at the
loadmaster station in the cargo bay of the C-17 Globemaster III christened the “Spirit of Rhein-Main.” Now, that’s a photo, and a memory,
I will cherish forever.

The C-17 “Spirit of Berlin” departs Rhein-Main AB, Germany, at the
end of the official Rhein-Main Base Closure Ceremony, 10 October
2005. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse.)
Epilogue
Mark Smith and I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone involved in making our trip to Rhein-Main possible. It took
a team effort from many busy folks to plan, coordinate and execute,
and we both truly appreciate your efforts. We especially thank everyone at the Pacific Northwest Chapter of A/TA, Team McChord, the 62
AW and its 10th AS for inviting and hosting us in such a professional
and thoughtful way.
The trip provided Mark with the chance to once again show off the
C-17 which he had helped to mold into the air mobility workhorse
it has become; and as for me, the trip provided insight, through real
world experience, into the remarkable feats that take place during
every mobility mission.
We would also like to once again thank all the great AMC personnel we met along the way for their service to our country and their
courtesy toward us.
It was an adventure neither of us will ever forget. Thank you all.
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Corporate

CLOSE-UP
Based on all the feedback from the recent convention,
it is safe to declare that the 2005 A/TA Convention in
Nashville was another successful mobility event. Once
again our industry partners played a huge role in our success
– you, our partners, make all the difference. If you will bear
with me for a few 2005 statistics: Corporate Memberships
increased by 13%, paid exhibit spaces increased by 36%
and we maintained the same number of pro bono spaces
for our government exhibitors – in total, 137 exhibitors.
However, because of the high demand for exhibit spaces,
we were forced to expand the Opryland exhibit hall twice to
get everything and everyone into the room – thank you for
being patient with all the changes.
We are busy developing the exhibit floor plans for the 2006
Convention that will be held at the Orlando World Center
Marriott Resort. This is the premiere Marriott property and it
is a spectacular hotel and convention center – you are really
going to like the set-up. We will be using two large adjacent
ballrooms this time for the exhibit area and although it is
slightly smaller than area available in Nashville, it allows
for a more efficient use of the exhibit area and our first draft
layout looks like we will actually have a small increase in the
total number of spaces available. We will be posting update
materials for our 2006 exhibitors on our website as soon as
possible (I will also be contacting each of the 2005 exhibitors
by email to make sure you have all the new information).
Now that I have a convention under my belt as VP for
Industry, I know that there is plenty of room for improvement
on my part and I will try to do things better this time. This
has been a great learning experience for me and I appreciate
your patience. Getting to know our industry partners on a
personal level has been a pleasure for me and it is an honor
to serve you. The Chairman has challenged me to better serve
our industry partners and I welcome that challenge. Together,
we can continue the current trend that has seen each A/TA
Convention make a steady improvement over the last one.
Let me close with the following reminder – please plan
ahead for the biggest change for the 2006 A/TA Convention
– we will not be on the usual Thursday to Sunday convention
schedule. Instead, we will be using the following format:
• Friday, October 27 ...............................................Exhibit Set-Up
• Saturday, October 28 ...........................................Exhibit Set-Up
• Sunday, October 29 ...... Golf Tournament, Opening Reception
• Monday, October 30................Symposium, Evening Reception
• Tuesday, October 31 ..Symposium, Reception, Awards Banquet
• Wednesday, November 1..................................Farewell Brunch
These changes will present a number of challenges that
together we can overcome. For 2007 and beyond, we will go
back to our previous Thursday to Sunday venue. Change
can be good thing and I am confident we can make it work
– See you in Orlando!
Regards,
Bob Dawson
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A/TA Corporate Members (as of 17 January2006)
AAI Engineering Support Inc.
AAR Mobility Systems
ARINC
Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association
BAE Systems of North America
Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.
The Boeing Company
Booz Allen Hamilton
Bose Corporation
CAE
Capewell Components Company
Cessan Aircraft Company
Computer Sciences Corporation
DRS EW & Network Systems
DRS Training & Control Systems
Dyn Corp International
Dynamics Research Corporation
EADS North America
Engineered Support Systems, Inc.
Federal Express Corporation (FedEx)
Federated Software Group
Flightcom Corporation
FlightSafety International
FMC Technologies
GE Aircraft Engines
Global Ground Support
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
Hamilton Sundstrand
Honeywell International Defense Avionics Systems
Kellstrom Industries Defense Aerospace Division
IBM
Jeppesen
L-3 Communications
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Moog, Inc.
MTC Technologies
NAT Seattle Inc.
Northrop Grumman - Electronic Systems
Parker Hannifin Corporation
Phantom Products, Inc.
Pratt & Whitney / Military Engines
Raytheon Company
Rockwell Collins, Inc.
Rolls-Royce North America
SAIC
Sargent Fletcher, Inc
Snow Aviation International, Inc.
Smiths Aerospace
Spokane Industries, Inc.
Standard Aero Ltd.
Support Systems Associates, Inc.
Systems & Processes Engineering Corp
Telephonics Corporation
Thales Training & Simulation
Thrane & Thrane
Tybrin
Volga Dnepr - Unique Air Cargo, Inc
Vought Aircraft Industries, Inc.
Wel-Fab, Inc., Collapsible Container Division
World Airways, Inc

Corporate Member Spotlight:
MTC – We Deliver
Warfighter Solutions!
MTC
Technologies,
Inc.
delivers
warfighter solutions to the Department of
Defense and national security agencies with
a wide range of engineering, information
technology, and other technical and
management expertise. MTC supports the
development, acquisition, deployment,
and sustainment of complex weapons
systems/subsystems to include military
aircraft, missiles, armored vehicles,
warfighter/soldier systems, space vehicles,
communications networks, avionics,
sensors, and national security systems.
Established in 1984, MTC has grown to over
2500 employees with operations at some 40
locations. The Company became a public
corporation in June 2002 and is listed on
the NASDAQ National Market under the
symbol, “MTCT.”
MTC is proud to support the Airlift/
Tanker Association as a Corporate Member.
The Company has been deeply involved in
Air Force airlift and tanker programs for over
16 years, helping to ensure the operational
availability and viability of our nation’s
Global Mobility capability resources. MTC

has demonstrated core competencies in
airlift/tanker battlespace management;
command & control support; system
engineering; weapon system integration;
major modifications; sustainment; aging
aircraft; technical data; parts/spares; and
logistic support.
As a Prime Contractor on the Flexible
Acquisition and Sustainment Tool (FAST),
the Special Operations Forces Support
Services II (SSSC II), and the Design
Engineering Support Program II (DESP II)
contracts, MTC provides services, spares/
repairs and modification in support of
warfighter requirements. The Company
provides sustainment support at the Air
Logistics Centers for the C-5, C-130, KC-135,
and Special Operations Forces (SOF) aircraft,

as well for fighter and bomber fleets. MTC’s
team of engineers and logisticians, many
with operational Air Force experience, work
side-by-side with Government professionals
to ensure all critical elements are in place to
support daily Global Mobility taskings.
MTC also provides supportability solutions
through some very unique programs. The
C-5 “Galaxy” Malfunction Detection,

Analysis and Recording System (MADARS)
board diagnostic system collects health and
performance data from over 700 sensors on
the aircraft. It provides real-time condition
data for improved maintenance scheduling
and effectiveness of the C-5 aircraft.
MTC also supports the C-17 “Globemaster
III” airlifter through the C-17 Composite
Materials Clearinghouse. MTC orchestrates
the supply of all DoD composite materials
from manufacturers directly to operational
units on a 24 hour/7 day response basis.
Shipment traceability and delivery of
these critical items within the CONUS are
accomplished within five days.
Parts obsolescence is a continuing
problem for all Air Force aircraft. MTC offers

a leading-edge software solution through
its Advanced Component Obsolescence
Management
(AVCOM)
tool.
The
AVCOM database tracks aircraft avionics,
electrical, and electronic components and

provides a continuous assessment of parts
supportability. The tool provides fact-based
predictions of component availability to
support the development of sustainment
solutions. It is also used to identify suitable
replacements and provide updates to
technical data for maintainers.
MTC is a leader in system design and
integration efforts to enhance mission
effectiveness. MTC leads the program to
integrate a Forward Looking Infra-Red
(FLIR) capability on the HC-130P/H(N)
aircraft in support of the Combat Search and
Rescue (CSAR) mission. This enhancement
provides an airborne surveillance capability
using both IR and TV video plus a laser
illuminator. When complete, 32 aircraft will
be upgraded with this important capability.
Another innovation developed by MTC for
SOF C-130s is the Visual Threat Recognition
and Avoidance Trainer (VTRAT). This
system provides operational aircrews with

evasive procedure training for anti-aircraft
threat engagements. It will eventually be
used to train other airlift aircrews. MTC
also led the team to develop the Roll-On
Beyond Line-of-Sight Enhancement (ROBE)
for the KC-135 “Stratotanker.” ROBE is a
removable, quarter-pallet sized system that
utilizes the existing Tanker Air Bridge to
support enhanced communications and
situational awareness.
These programs represent just a
few of the exciting technologies that
MTC is delivering to our warfighting
customers. Visit the Company’s website
www.mtctechnologies.com for other
examples of how MTC is helping to solve
tough operational, sustainment, and
modification challenges!
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One for the Record Books!
A

n outstanding combination of senior Air Force leader participation, exceptional educational opportunities, special awards presentations and exciting social events, the 2005 Airlift/Tanker Association Convention & Symposium held at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and
Convention Center in Nashville, Tennessee, 27-31 October 2005, is one for the record books. Boasting the largest number of attendees
(3980) and the largest number of corporate sponsors (135) ever assembled for the event, the 37th Annual A/TA gathering of the air mobility
community was a great success.
Attendees heard from a long list of distinguished speakers including: Gen T. Michael Moseley, Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force; Gen Norton
A. Schwartz, commander, USTRANSCOM; Gen Duncan J. McNabb, commander, Air Mobility Command; LtGen Daniel James III, director,
Air National Guard; LtGen John A. Bradley, chief, Air Force Reserve; and, CMSgt Gerald R. Murray, Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force.
The annual symposium consisted of 40+ seminars covering a wide range of historical, operational and leadership subjects built around
the 2005 convention theme: “Air Mobility: Lifeline of Freedom and Hope.” All were well attended and well received.
In addition to the A/TA awards normally presented during the event, the Association also honored its “Founding Members,” Gen William G. Moore, MajGen Tom Sadler, MajGen Jim Baginiski, Brig Gen Mal Hooker, Col Ken Chatfield, Col Bill Bailey, Col Bob Ellington, Col
Jimmy Maturo, LtCol Hank Van Gieson and Mr. C.W. Scott, during a special ceremony held as part of the annual Awards Banquet. MajGen
Jim “Bagger” Baginiski was also inducted into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame at the Awards Banquet.
Other noteworthy happenings at the convention include the A/TA membership voting to keep its Board of Officers in place for another
term during the Annual Membership Meeting; an Oath of Enlistment ceremony for 10 enlistees conducted by Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen
T. Michael Moseley; and, the presentation of a symbolic Berlin Airlift campaign streamer by Gen. Duncan McNabb, commander AMC, to
Gail Halvorsen, the famed Berlin Airlift “Candy Bomber.”
The Aerospace Industry Show, an important part of the annual event, filled two display halls with an outstanding array of services and
products of interest to the air mobility community.
A variety of social events including the annual Crud Tournament, hospitality suites and several luncheons and receptions rounded out
the event.

“Change” Primary Theme of Leadership Remarks
“Change” was a recurring theme in remarks delivered at the 2005
Airlift/Tanker Convention and Symposium.
CSAF: The Time For Air Mobility Is Now
In his speech at the convention Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John
P. Jumper said air mobility is “coming into its own.”
“No other country,” General Jumper said, “can refuel thousands of
sorties in a day, in a conflict that can bring a B-2 (Spirit) 44 hours and
16,000 miles to its target and back in one mission.”
The general also focused on integrating operations, calling integration the buzzword for the decade and critical in the joint operations
world. Air Force officials need to work with other services and find
better ways to describe capabilities for better integration. Land-, airand space-based networks need integration to provide a complete
picture of joint operations, not only for front-line fighters, but also
for air mobility assets, he said.
Contingency response group capabilities are also emerging within
air mobility operations, providing nontraditional skills to base
opening, General Jumper said. Response group airmen attend Army
Ranger School and are jump qualified.
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“These are skills of the modern expeditionary Air Force,” he said.
“We will continue to grow these skills and get the people in these
groups that we need to be able to do this in any condition, anywhere
in the world. And it’s going to get people’s attention, because we’re
going to have jump-qualified engineers, jump-qualified contracting
officers, jump-qualified lawyers (and) jump-qualified doctors.”
He said as the global mobility concept of operations matures and
is integrated with the concept of operations of the Army and other
services, the Air Force will have a better idea of what the real requirements are.
USTRANSCOM Commander Discusses Separation Of Commands
Change, not only in the delineation of command responsibility
between Air Mobility Command and U.S. Transportation Command,
but also in the way USTRANSCOM projects military power, was the
theme of the opening address.
Gen. Norton Schwartz, USTRANSCOM commander, kicked off the
conference with praise for the AMC warfighter in a very challenging and demanding time, and then outlined recent and upcoming
changes and challenges for his command.

“We’re changing the way we do business,” he said of USTRANSCOM.
cal time in the nation’s history, and he cited many developing and
“Not because we can, but because we must be as adaptive and agile
proven changes that will improve the command’s ability to protect
as we have ever been at any time in our history. We’ll change mindAmerica.
sets, perspectives, command structures, the mix of assets, whatever it
Some examples include improved concepts of operations, intakes. We have been trusted with the authority to lead, to transform
cluding Joint Distribution Port Opening; the need for a light cargo
and (we have) an awesome responsibility of serving the combatant
aircraft; proven Total Force and expeditionary organizations; and,
commanders who will win this war.”
most recently, the separation of command between AMC and U.S.
Among the most recent changes is the separation of command of
Transportation Command.
AMC and USTRANSCOM, which he sees as a good thing for both
He said the separation was necessary since each command has
commands.
grown in importance and ability.
“The Air Force and the joint commands must have full-time leaders
“Both of the commands were growing in criticality and imporworking their respective portfolios,” said the general. “A large part of the
tance, and basically, the ‘organize, train and equip’ of AMC complelogic is to provide the 80,000-plus Air Force members (of AMC) with a
ments superbly what the USTRANSCOM role is (as the Defense
four-star advocate not tied to joint considerations and workload.”
Department’s distribution process owner),” he said.
A large portion of the separation is because of the growth and
General McNabb said the separation will allow him more time to
maturity USTRANSCOM has made in becoming the defense supply
focus on AMC-specific issues, such as fleet modernization and recapichain manager that the Secretary of Defense had envisioned for the
talization.
command. That supply chain is an end-to-end process orchestrated
“We are in this [Global War on Terrorism] for the long haul, and
by the command that is developing now and is the future of the diswe’ve got to continue to do this better,” General McNabb said. “But
tribution process, he said.
you look at our fleet and we must modernize.”
“The future is all about forward-leaning joint warfare, doing
When it comes to airlift, “one size doesn’t fit all,” he said. He said
things smarter,” General Schwartz said, noting that the Air Force
that AMC needs a way to move intra-theater cargo to Army battalions
has pioneered that idea. “Exercise BRIGHT STAR in Egypt is an excelmore efficiently. He said the joint light cargo aircraft would provide
lent example of the Air Force showing the way ahead. The exercise
the right-size plane for the small loads that are frequently moved
involved the Army, Navy and Air Force. For the Air Force, an 18th Air
- with considerable extra space - by C-130s and C-17s.
Force contingency response group, the 818th CRG at McGuire Air
To improve inter-theater airlift, he said he sees the need to conForce Base, N.J., opened a deployment and distribution pipeline in a
tinue to improve the force with more C-17s, more C-130s, and the
theater operation. Jointly, the services opened an airfield, established
C-5 avionics modernization program.
in-transit visibility of passengers and cargo, and performed initial
General McNabb stressed that AMC members need to transform in
personnel and cargo movements.”
order to continue providing contingency and humanitarian aid and
The exercise uncovered a better way of executing joint cargo and
accomplish more with what they have.
personnel movement, he said.
The general said there are three parts of transformation: organiza“It proved that we could eliminate lags between initial occupation
tion, concept of operations and technology. AMC has already reorof a port and subsequent support phases,” General Schwartz said.
ganized itself to be more effective, General McNabb said, citing the
“It proved operational
success the 18th Air Force’s
advantages we can offer
contingency
response
“We have been entrusted with a great legacy.
a combatant commander
groups had following hurriby placing experts and
canes Katrina and Rita. AnWe must honor it, we must cherish it,
tools in his command, not
other key example is how
we must protect it and most importantly,
leaving him a phone numAMC’s aeromedical evacuber to call for help.” That
ation mission is organized,
we must add to it.”
concept is now a reality for
which allows the command
Joint Deployment Distrito effectively run the entire
— Gen Duncan McNabb, commander AMC
bution Operation Centers.
process.
When looking at recapiGeneral McNabb said
talization, General Schwartz said he sees a need for a new analysis
transforming mobility CONOPs requires looking at every aspect of
that will “underwrite a wise and well-reasoned position for recapioperations, as well as ways to enhance AMC capabilities. In addition
talization;” a study that will define the right mix of commercial and
to fleet modernization and recapitalization, this requires looking for
military airlift and will not always present airlift as the only answer.
and finding critical nodes that can be improved, often with huge
In closing his speech, General Schwartz made it clear that he trusts
value.
USTRANSCOM and those who support it.
Technology transformation means developing defensive systems
“With your continuing dedication, vision and hard work, I have
that will allow AMC to use different aircraft in different ways, accordabsolutely no doubt that you and I and those who will follow us will
ing to the general.
continue filling that very profound obligation as we face the future, not
“[Defensive systems] will allow us to free up and maximize the use
as individual services, but as joint warfighters,” General Schwartz said.
of assets and put the best asset against the mission,” he said. “Right
now we are restricted in doing that sometimes.”
New AMC Commander Discusses Command’s Future
He cited current operations in Iraq and Afghanistan and how AMC
As the final speaker during the convention, Gen. Duncan McNabb
had to use aircraft with defensive systems to keep people safe, even
looked out at the immense crowd that included retired Air Mobility
though the specific aircraft weren’t always the most optimum for the
Command and Military Airlift Command members, thanked them
job.
for leaving such a great legacy, and then outlined his plan to improve
In closing the conference, General McNabb stressed what AMC has
upon it.
learned during the Global War on Terrorism.
“The torch has been passed,” he said. “We have been entrusted
“We’ve never had such a combat-ready force,” he said. “We
with a great legacy. We must honor it, we must cherish it, we must
know what works and we know what doesn’t work, so let’s fix
protect it and most importantly, we must add to it.”
it. Let’s get on with it. Let’s move into the future. It’s going to be
The general said he is excited to command AMC at such a critiexciting times.”
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Special Events Highlight 2005 A/TA Convention
Berlin Airlift Recognized
Nearly 60 years after the operation, Air Force units involved in the
Berlin Airlift are now authorized a new streamer to add to their unit
guidons.
“A question was raised to Dick Anderegg (the Air Force historian) a
couple months ago if the Berlin Airlift was a campaign, and if so, do
we have a streamer for it?” said Lt. Col. Steven Dorfman, executive

Retired Col. Gail Halvorsen holds the newly authorized Berlin Airlift streamer after Gen. Duncan J. McNabb presented it to him on
29 October 2005 at the Airlift Tanker Association convention in
Nashville, Tennessee. Units that participated in the 1948-1949 humanitarian airlift can include the streamer on their units’ guidons.
Colonel Halvorsen is known as the “Candy Bomber” for dropping
candy from his aircraft to German children during the airlift. (U.S.
Air Force photo)
officer at the Air Force history office at the Pentagon. “The answer to
(the streamer question) was ‘no’, which quickly raised the next question, ‘should we?’ And an even quicker reply was ‘absolutely.’”
After researching the subject, the U.S. Army Heraldry Institute approved all Berlin Airlift units for a battle streamer, using the colors
representative of the Medal for Humane Action. Congress authorized
the medal for participating units in 1952.
Air Force Chief of Staff General T. Michael Moseley presented the
first streamer to Gen. Duncan T. McNabb, Air Mobility Command commander, during a ceremony in Washington D.C. on 28 October 2005.
General McNabb then presented a symbolic streamer to retired Col.
Gail Halvorsen during the Airlift/Tanker Association Convention &
Symposium on 29 October. Colonel Halvorsen is known as the “Candy
Bomber” for dropping candy to children during the Berlin Airlift.
Though technically not a campaign, the Berlin Airlift is considered
by historians as the first major undertaking by the U.S. Air Force.
“It was an expeditionary operation – a humanitarian assistance” to
people in need, said Colonel Dorfman.
After Russia began a blockade June 24, 1948, that isolated the
German city of Berlin, U.S. and British forces began a massive airlift operation, delivering food and supplies to isolated Berliners
living in the British, French and U.S. sectors of the city.
Flights departed from Rhein-Main and Wiesbaden air bases as well
as British bases at Celle, Wunstorf, Fassberg, Finkenwerder, Fuhlsbuettel, Luebeck and Schleswigland. They flew into three bases in
Berlin.
Though some of the units involved in the Berlin Airlift are now
inactive, the following still carry on the legacy of the Berlin Airlift.
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They are:
– 60th Troop Carrier Wing (now 60th Air Mobility Wing)
– 60th Troop Carrier Group (now 60th Operations Group)
– 61st Troop Carrier Wing (now 61st Military Airlift Support
Wing [inactive])
– 61st Troop Carrier Group (now 61st Air Base Group [active
in Air Force Space Command])
– 313th Troop Carrier Wing (now 313th Air Expeditionary
Wing [inactive])
– 313th Troop Carrier Group (now 313th Expeditionary
Operations Group [inactive])
– 317th Troop Carrier Wing (now 317th Airlift Group)
– 317th Troop Carrier Group (now 317th OG [inactive])
– 19th Troop Carrier Squadron (now 19th Airlift Squadron
[inactive])
– 20th Troop Carrier Squadron (now 20th Expeditionary
Airlift Flight)
– 54th Troop Carrier Squadron (now 54th Air Refueling
Squadron [active in Air Education and Training Command])
Oath of Enlistment Ceremnoy
Pledging one’s devotion to their country and reciting the Oath of
Enlistment can be inspirational to most.
This first step to becoming a member of the nation’s military is
special in itself, but 10 enlistees from the 330th Recruiting Squadron
had this moment made even more memorable during this year’s
Airlift/Tanker Association Convention and Symposium Oct. 28 in
Nashville, Tenn.
Walking across the stage, the enlistees were greeted by almost 4,000
Air Force members, A/TA attendees and the Air Force’s top military
leaders. To the left of the enlistees stood Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Air
Force Chief of Staff, and to their right, Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force Gerald R. Murray.
Chief Murray opened the enlistment ceremony by introducing the
recruiting staff and enlistees. He then spoke briefly on the impor-

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley gives recruits the
Oath of Enlistment during the 2005 Airlift/Tanker Association Convention & Symposium in Nashville, Tennessee, on 28 October 2005..
(U.S. Air Force photo)
tance of recruiting, how well recruiters have been handling this awesome task and how these future Airmen are exceptional for taking
this challenge during a time of war.
Lifting their right hands, the recruits repeated after General Moseley

as he gave them their Oath of Enlistment.
With a standing ovation and cameras flashing, some of the recruits
admitted that they were a little uneasy with all the attention.
“I was a little nervous to meet the chief of staff and chief master
sergeant of the Air Force,” said Scott Stevens, an enlistee from Hopkinsville, Ky. “It was such a huge honor to meet them.”
For the recruiters, meeting their leaders was also an extraordinary
experience.
“It was humbling – definitely the highlight of my career,” said Tech.
Sgt. Robert Veuleman, 330th Standardization and Training NCO and
enlisted accessions flight chief. “I don’t believe the recruits got the
gravity, what they were apart of, until they were on the stage.”
When the ceremony finished, the enlistees shook hands and spoke
with both the leaders. The staff then got an even bigger treat – coins
from both leaders.
“The enthusiasm of the crowd was something inspirational. It
makes the daily grind easier,” said Lt. Col. “Jock” Dodson, 330th Recruiting Squadron commander. “It’s a rare opportunity for a recruiting squadron to be recognized by such distinguished company.”

A/TA Volunteers Receive President’s Awards
Each year the A/TA President, currently CMSgt Mark Smith (USAF
ret), recognizes the efforts of a person or persons who volunteer time
and energy to help assure the success of the Association. The 2005
President’s Awards went to three people who have dedicated many
years of continuing service to the organization.
The first President’s Award was presented to a couple, LtCol Gary
Hart (USAF) and his wife Sondra. The Hart’s have volunteered to help
with convention registration for 16-plus years. They work tirelessly

A/TA “Founding Members” Honored
A special ceremony held during the Awards Banquet at the 2005
A/TA Convention & Symposium paid homage to the 10 “Founding
Members” of the Association. All seven of the still living founders:
Gen. William G. Moore (USAF ret); Maj. Gen. Tom Sadler (USAF ret);
Maj. Gen. Jim Baginiski (USAF ret); Brig. Gen. Mal Hooker (USAF ret);
Col. Bob Ellington (USAF ret); Col. Jimmy Maturo (USAF ret); and Lt.

LtCol Gary Hart (USAF) and his wife Sondra receiving a 2005 President’s Award for their volunteer efforts at A/TA conventions. (A/TA
photo by Collin Bakse).
at the registration desk, helping with registrations and troubleshooting problems. Their efforts over the years have helped to make the
registration process as painless as possible.
The other President’s Award was presented to “the voice” of the
A/TA. Col George Dockery (USAF ret), who has acted as the emcee

The A/TA’s seven living “Founding Members,” (L to R) Gen Bill
Moore, MajGen Tom Sadler, BrigGen Mal Hooker, Col Bob Ellington,
Col Jimmy Maturo, MajGen Jim “Bagger” Baginski, and Col Hank
Van Gieson, at the 2005 A/TA Convention & Symposium in Nashville, Tennesse. Tom Sadler proudly displays a plaque depicting the
10 men considered the founders of the A/TA for the foresight in
conceiving of an organization dedicated to supporting America’s air
mobility forces. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
Col. Hank Van Gieson (USAF ret); were present to receive beautiful
bas-relief plaques depicting the 10 men who, nearly 4 decades earlier,
had been instrumental in conceiving of an organization dedicated to
supporting America’s air mobility forces. Sadly, three of the founders:Col. Ken Chatfield (USAF ret); Col. Bill Bailey (USAF ret); and Mr.
C.W. Scott (USAF ret); have passed on. Efforts are on-going to find
and present plaques to their families. The plaques were designed and
sculpted by world-renowed scupltor Jerry McKenna and are replicas
of a monument planned for inclusion in the Airlift/Tanker Walk of
Fame at Scott AFB, Illinois. The ceremony was a touching and fitting
tribute to the men whose foresight led to the creation of the air mobility community’s premier organization.

Col George Dockery (USAF ret) receiving a 2005 President’s Award for
acting as “the voice” of the Association while performing emcee duties during A/TA convention events. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
during A/TA convention addresses and ceremonies for 18-plus years.
George developes award winner scripts and does a masterful job of
introducing guests and keeping events on schedule. His strong booming voice and professional stage acumen help to insure the success of
A/TA convention events.
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Air Mobility Warfare Center:
Educational Excellence for
Air Mobility Warriors
The Air Mobility Warfare Center (AMWC) was activated at
Ft. Dix, NJ on 1 May 1994. The brainchild of then Commander, Air Mobility
Command, General Ronald R. Fogleman, the Center serves as the
command’s single focal point for advanced education and training.
The center’s mission continues to grow and evolve.
The Center’s Motto is: “Creating tomorrow’s global reach today.”
Whatever the future holds, AMWC will continue to prepare air mobility
forces for the challenges of the 21st Century and beyond.

Air Transportation Career Field Benefits From Mobile Learning
by Tech. Sgt. Scott T. Sturkol
Air Mobility Warfare Center Public Affairs
Two Airmen with the Air Mobility Warfare
Center’s Mobility Operations School are helping
fellow air transportation Airmen keep up on their
training – no matter where they are in the world.
The effort, called mobile learning or “Mlearning,” refers to the use of handheld devices
when used to enhance operational efficiency
and provide global access to training.
“It is an evolving area of the distance
learning revolution of which the capabilities
have yet to be fully realized,” said Master
Sgt. Steven Minard, the superintendent
of the Mobility Operations School’s air
transportation branch. Sergeant Minard,
along with Tech. Sgt. Jeff Norway, the
NCO in charge of instructional systems
and standards for the mobility operations
school, are spearheading the initiative.
Sergeant Minard said M-learning uses
personal data assistant devices, tabletsize personal computers and other like
technology because of their ability to access
the Internet through wireless connections.
“The PDAs run flash animation – the same
software program used for all air transportation
career field courseware,” Sergeant Minard
said. “They can send e-mails and instant
messages. Some even approximate the power
of traditional desktop and laptop computers.
These mobile devices can be loaded with hours
of training and require no network connection,
wireless or otherwise, until the user updates
content or uploads assessment results to a
system capable of tracking mobile learners.
“Using this technology to deliver training
and reference material literally anytime
and anywhere has great potential for
our career field,” Sergeant Minard said.
As an example, Sergeant Minard referred
to an air transportation Airman in upgrade
training status who is preparing to deploy.
On this deployment, the Airman will be
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in austere conditions and work in a duty
section he might not be familiar with.
“Prior to deploying, this Airman can upload
hours of web-based training courseware from
an online learning management system to his
personal digital assistant,” Sergeant Minard
said. “He also can upload relevant regulations,
forms and other supporting material that his
supervisor advises him to take along. Once he
deploys, despite having no Internet capability,
he can access his training ‘on-demand.’ He
can use the previously uploaded reference
material to educate himself on assigned tasks.”

FORT DIX, N.J. – Tech. Sgt. Jeff Norway
programs a personal digital assistant device
for use in the Air Mobility Warfare Center
mobile learning initiative for the Air Force
air transportation career field. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Tech. Sgt. Scott T. Sturkol)
Sergeant Minard said the Airman can
also take end-of-course tests and later
download the results to the learning
management system, thereby ensuring
credit
for
training
accomplished.
“With this effort, the Airman completes
all upgrade requirements and returns
to his stateside duty station current on
his training and prepared for greater
challenges,”
Sergeant
Minard
said.
In order to determine the effectiveness of
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M-learning, Sergeant Norway said the Air
Mobility Warfare Center is conducting a
pilot project in partnership with the AMC.
A select group of Airmen will be provided
instructions on PDA operations and the
training materials that will be available before
the next Air Expeditionary Force rotation.
Additionally, a control group will be established
that does not possess this technology.
A group of Airman remaining at home station
will also be issued PDAs to test the effectiveness
in a non-deployed environment. A technical
support help desk will be set up to answer any
questions and monitor the progress of each
individual for the duration of the deployment.
“Once the Airmen complete a lesson, they
will receive immediate results – validation,”
Sergeant Norway said. “The PDA can then
be loaded into the docking station to record
and track a trainee’s progress at any time.”
Sergeant Minard said M-learning research
supports an AMC challenge to test new ideas
to enhance the way AMC does business.
“M-learning is in its infancy, and ideas
surrounding its use currently mirror standard
e-learning on a smaller scale,” Sergeant Minard
said. “However, more complex e-learning tools
such as simulations, virtual environments
and tag readers can also be ported to these
machines. As the benefits of M-learning
become better understood, innovative ways to
use the technology and create dynamic, highly
mobile training environments will evolve.”
“These possibilities extend far beyond the air
transportation community,” Sergeant Norway
said. “With wireless capability, simulations and
virtual environments, Air Mobility Command
and the Air Force could find innovative
ways to make use of this technology and
fundamentally change the way we train,
operate, and employ job skills in the future.
It can provide increased operational efficiency,
improved production, and increased quality,
all while saving money and manpower. The
possibilities are boundless.”

Get Your Air Mobility ‘Bachelor’s Degree’ In 8 Hours
Air Mobility Warfare Center offers online courses for DoD members
by Capt. Tom Freeland
Air Mobility Warfare Center Operations School
Ever wondered how wartime planners
decide the best ways to organize and deploy
air mobility forces and assets? For instance,
who goes in to start a bare base operation
first, security forces or the tanker airlift
control element and flight? What are the
variables in determining how many pallets
you can load on a fully tanked KC-10
Extender?
The answers can be found easily at
www.amwc.af.mil/student_info.asp,
the
interactive distance-learning Introduction to
Air Mobility Operations Course, or AMOC, is
offered by the Air Mobility Warfare Center’s
Mobility Operations School located on Fort
Dix, N.J.
Comments from the course critiques have
been full of praise for both course content
and software design.
“This was the best designed online
course I have taken, so far,” said Capt. Cliff
Cunningham from the 452nd Airlift Control
Flight, March Air Force Base, Calif., “Good
job on providing ample cross-references
within the course to improve the explanation
of information.”
Captain Michael Holdcroft, a C-5 pilot
from the 436th Operations Support Squadron
at Dover AFB, Del., had this to say: “I
thought it was a great course. I really liked
the ‘outside the box’ ways of quizzing and
teaching the objectives.
And a fellow Dover pilot, Capt. Todd
Larsen, noted: “Excellent course! I am
a C-5 pilot at Dover and this was a very
educational course. It was very informative

on the ‘big picture’ of Global Reach.”
The course takes roughly eight hours to
complete if you were to do it in one session,
according to course planner estimates. Open
to active, Reserve and civilian Department
of Defense members of all ranks, it is
designed for new to mature mid-level Air
Mobility Command and U.S. Transportation
Command leaders. Interested users can
browse the course for valuable information
or officially complete it by going through all
the modules and passing the end-of-course
assessment.
Additionally, military members and
authorized
contractors
deployed
or
stationed overseas can use the online AMOC
for refresher or initial training. Knowledge
checks along the way help reinforce the
recently taught information prior to the
final assessment, which requires a 70 percent
or higher score to graduate and receive the
course certificate.
“It provides a superior introduction to
many of the mobility concepts our people
face every day,” said Col. David Lawton,
commandant of the Mobility Operations
School. “For example, personnel from any
DoD service can gain valuable information
on AMC processes, such as how we load
aircraft or procedures regarding shipment of
hazardous material.”
A key planner in creating the online
course, Maj. Steve Polomsky wanted the
online AMOC to be relevant for a variety
of career fields. “Be it the global mission
to the theater mission, doctrine to finance,
planning to execution, we covered the
fundamentals on all of them,” said the
mobility operations division deputy. “It’s

a great opportunity for people to learn
new facets of air mobility outside of their
particular stovepipe.”
Previously, AMOC students attended a
two week in-residence course at the Warfare
Center at a cost of approximately $2,000
per student charged to the unit. The class
was limited to 60 students per class and was
offered five times per year. With the on-line
course, the Warfare Center in cooperation
with the Air Force Institute for Advanced
Distributed Learning program located at
Maxwell AFB-Gunter Annex, Ala., makes this
training available to students worldwide.
Since its inception in August 2004, 1,125
people have accessed the online AMOC
course and more than 450 people have
graduated.
The Introduction to Air Mobility
Operations distance learning course also
serves a prerequisite for people who want
to take mobility education to the next level
with the in-residence Advanced AMOC. In
this course, students will comprehend the
complexities, requirements, limitations
and resources available in planning and
conducting air mobility operations.
“We also bring in cutting-edge guest
speakers to talk on the latest concerns facing
the command,” Col. Lawton said.
The course is offered five times per year
and graduates approximately 200 students
annually.
For more information about AMWC
distance learning, call the Mobility
Operations School at DSN 650-7722 or
commercial (609) 754-7722; commercial
(609) 754-7722; e-mail AMWCdistancelearni
ng@mcguire.af.mil.

Recognizing Excellence
The Air Mobility Warfare Center’s online courses are the first distance-learning training to be accredited by the
Community College of the Air Force, allowing enlisted members to receive credit toward their degrees.
In December 2004, the software behind the Aerial Port Operations Course was recognized with the civilian
TELECOM Quality Award for outstanding online technology. The award is given by a team of independent judges
throughout the distance learning courseware development field. It is one of the highest honors for excellence in
content methodologies and high impact design exercises.
With today’s extensive global mission requirements, distance learning offers a new and powerful way to reach out
to troops in the field to help them meet the demands of their deployed environment. The highly interactive training
offered by the Air Mobility Warfare Center’s online courses allows students to sit in the driver’s seat so they can meet
training requirements on their schedule, while fulfilling the unit’s mission.
Units are saving valuable resources in both money and time when training occurs in an online environment. The
courseware is available from any Internet connection, and in the future will be available in a downloadable version
to be used on mobile devices such as PDAs or palm pilots.
To date, more than 22,000 personnel have accessed the Air Mobility Warfare Center’s distance learning courses.
— Michael Peer, Air Mobility Warfare Center
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Military Exercise Sharpens Skills And Wits
by Senior Master Sgt. Paula A. Paige
Air Mobility Warfare Center Public Affairs

“It was an opportunity for the student
weapons officers to solve a huge mobility
employment planning problem and execute
it on a somewhat smaller scale,” Colonel
Suspended between heaven and earth,
Strickland said.
a military aircraft can almost seem
Other missions during this phase of
supernatural, its hulking, gray frame
training support air mobility doctrinal
diminished by the vastness of a neverroles of employment that were used
ending blue sky. No wonder some aviators
during hurricane relief efforts here in the
see art in the heavens.
U.S. and are currently in use in Operation
One Air Force pilot also sees the art of
Iraqi Freedom. “The second mission of the
war.
CFO phase requires our students to plan
“Preparing future Weapons Officers for
and execute a simulated noncombatant
the challenges and situations they may
evacuation operation, much like the
face in combat is one of the most rewarding
missions flown during the Hurricane Katrina
jobs an instructor can have,” said Capt.
and Rita relief efforts,” Colonel
Todd Groomes, a C-17 weapons
Strickland said. “In the last two
officer who was among more than
missions of the phase, the students
170 participants involved in the
are given scenarios and simulated
Composite Force Operations, or
threat systems, which place them
CFO, exercise based at Biggs Army
in higher and higher threat levels to
Airfield in El Paso, Texas. Held Nov. 8
execute integrated air land, airdrop
to 20, and spread across several bases
and air-refueling taskings.”
around the country, the exercise
Once finished with the weapons
integrated active, Guard, Reserve
instructor course, students earn
and even the German air forces,
the Mobility Weapons School
while testing student weapons
Graduate patch, and are armed with
officers’ knowledge and ability to
knowledge and experience they will
plan and execute a Mobility Air
immediately put to use.
Forces-centric
composite
force
“Some of our students can plan
operational plan against real-world
on immediately going back to their
and simulated threats.
units and either working in their
Assigned to the 57th Weapons
Capt. Todd Groomes prepares for takeoff in a C-17 aircraft
unit’s tactics or training shops,”
Squadron, part of the Air Mobility
during the recent Composite Force Operations exercise
Colonel Strickland said. “Others
Warfare Center located on McGuire
hosted from Biggs Army Airfield in El Paso, Texas. Held Nov.
may be chosen to deploy in support
AFB, Capt. Groomes said the hours
8-20, the event brought together more than 170 participants
of Operation Iraqi Freedom at the
he puts in as an instructor are long,
from the U.S. Air Force’s active-duty, Guard and Reserve
Air Operations Center.”
“but definitely worth it. I wouldn’t
branches as well as the U.S. Army and German air force.
Maj. Gen. Scott Gray, commander
change (my job) for the world.”
The exercise tests student weapons officers’ knowledge and
of the Warfare Center also
The CFO exercise is part of three
ability to plan and execute a Mobility Air Forces-centric plan
participated in the exercise as an
51⁄2 month-long Weapons Instructor
against real-world and simulated threats. (AMWC photo by
observer. “This exercise is validating
Courses, or WIC, housed in the
Lisa Elmo).
the outstanding methodology and
USAF Mobility Weapons School,
instruction from all three of our
based at the Air Mobility Warfare
hours planning and another three or four
WICs,” General Gray said. “I talked to some
Center here. The three WICs—C-130, C-17
hours of mass and aircraft-specific briefings
of the students and flew with some. They
and KC-135—train weapons officers to plan
before they execute a mission. Planning is
said they absolutely loved the course, loved
and implement mobility assets to support
the key.”
what they’re learning. They are tired. They
wartime conflicts and, of late, humanitarian
Deputy Commandant for the Mobility
are ready to graduate and get back out into
crises. Training includes hundreds of
Weapons School, Lt. Col. Leon Strickland
the field.”
academic hours, sorties and many flying
served as the exercise project officer. He said
For Capt. Brett Schumer, a student and
hours.
the exercise can’t be compared with a wing’s
C-130 instructor pilot assigned to the 50th
“This is the first time that the Mobility
Operational Readiness Exercise, which is
Airlift Squadron at Little Rock AFB, the
Weapons Schools come together outside of
familiar to most Air Force members. “We are
exercise and course offered unexpected
the classroom environment,” Capt. Groomes
having our students solve real-world tactical
lessons.
said. “We have three geographically separated
problems for employment of mobility
“I’m a better person overall as a worker,”
units: the C-130s in Little Rock, KC-135s
aircraft,” he said.
Capt. Schumer said. “I didn’t just learn about
in Fairchild and the C-17s at McGuire.
The first of the four CFO missions
the C-130, I learned about being a leader and
Throughout the previous three months of
simulated Air Mobility Command’s strategic
improving my organizational skills. I had
the course, these squadrons concentrate
brigade airdrop mission in support of
mixed emotions going in. I knew it was six
on aircraft-specific tactics, techniques and
the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne division. It
months of extremely hard work. It’s even
procedures, or TTPs…When we come to the
included 27 actual airframes plus another 29
harder than I expected, but I was excited and
Composite Force Operations phase, we bring
notional aircraft and took the students three
challenged knowing I’d walk out with a lot
all three of the WICs together and have
days to plan.
of new tools and experiences to draw on.”
them integrate those TTPs with each other,
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as well as the combat air forces.”
With students and instructors working
12- to14-hour days, the exercise is not just
a test of skills, but of wills and integration.
And one senior leader said good planning is
the key to success.
“The exercise is both fast-paced and
methodical,” said Col. Jon Matz, who has
been commandant of the Mobility Weapons
School since August 2003. “The heartpounding is when they get to fly and do the
integration with the different platforms, but
the key to our success and the success of the
student is the planning before they go fly
anything. They spend a minimum of seven
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Battlelab Open House Showcases Technology, Embraces Ideas
by Senior Master Sgt. Paula A. Paige
Air Mobility Warfare Center Public Affairs
James Bond had “Q,” the resourceful scientist who enhanced the fictional British
über-spy’s operations with lifesaving gadgets. The Air Mobility Command has the
Battlelab, a technology incubator of Airmen and civilian contractors, who recently
showcased some of their projects, while appealing for ideas, during an open house held
in the fall of 2005.
More than 75 people showed up for the lunch-time event at McGuire’s Co-located
Club, which attracted senior leadership from AMC’s headquarters at Scott AFB, Ill., and
McGuire’s active-duty, Reserve and Air National Guard communities. The open house
was a chance to educate AMC’s busy Airmen about the mission of the Battlelab, said
Col. Phil Bradley, the unit’s commandant.
“We want to get the word out about the Battlelab to all our warriors,” said Colonel
Bradley, noting that his office’s recent outreach efforts have also included promotions
at Dover AFB, Del., the Air Force
“We want to get the word Association Air and Space Conference in
Washington, D.C., and the Airlift/Tanker
out about the Battlelab Association Conference and Symposium
to all our warriors,” said in Nashville, Tenn. “Some of the best
ideas we’ve worked have come from
Colonel Bradley, noting that company grade officers and NCOs,”
his office’s recent outreach the commandant said. “The ultimate
customer of the Air Mobility Battlelab
efforts have also included is the guy or gal on the frontline. I hope
promotions at Dover AFB, we get two or three tough problems
from the field, so we can solicit industry
Del., the Air Force Association for possible solutions.”
Housed in the state-of-the-art Air
Air and Space Conference in
Mobility Warfare Center, one of the
Washington, D.C., and the bright spots on the adjoining Fort Dix
McGuire’s Battlelab is the
Airlift/Tanker
Association landscape,
newest of seven such research facilities
Conference and Symposium around the country. They demonstrate
new technologies and procedures
in Nashville, Tennessee.
for airlift and tanker operations,
aeromedical evacuation, information
technology and air mobility support. The primary focus is to evaluate the military
utility of off-the-shelf technology, which may improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of AMC operations. Battlelab staffers typically brief AMC decision-makers about new
projects in less than 18 months.
“Wow! I used to be a flight engineer, so I can really see how this can make a
difference,” said Senior Master Sgt. Ed Williams, an Air Reserve technician from the
514th Communications Squadron, who attended the open house and observed a
demonstration of the C-130 Performance Calculator. The handheld device – essentially
an electronic flight bag – may someday replace reams of paper and those heavy pubs
bag carried by flight crews.
“I’d buy this right now,” declared Lt. Col. Rich Keyes, director of operations for the
6th Airlift Squadron, as he examined the advanced contingency airfield lighting system,
which provides standard as well as infrared lighting for aircraft landings.
Other Battlelab projects on display at the open house included the Halvorson Air
Stairs Kit, or HASK, a flight of stairs that mount to the side of a Halvorson 25K loader,
transforming it in to a dual-use piece of material handling equipment. The HASK can
function as a set of stairs compatible with commercial aircraft for off-loading passengers
and crew, in addition to its original purpose of off-loading cargo.
For one attendee, the Battlelab’s open house had already fulfilled its mission: “We’ve
tested noise-canceling headsets and night-vision goggles for boom operators over the
past few years, said Col. Mike Cunniff, commander of the 108th Air Refueling Wing, the
Air National Guard unit base at McGuire. “Today, I picked up some information on how
the Battlelab takes a project from a concept to getting it out in the field.”
For more information about the Air Mobility Battlelab, visit its Web site at http:
//public.mcguire.amc.af.mil/AMWC/battlelab.htm, call (609) 754-7623 or e-mail
battlelab@mcguire.af.mil.

During an open house hosted by the Air Mobility
Battlelab, Senior Master Sgt. Michael Palase, left,
project manager for the Advanced Contingency Airfield
Lighting System, discusses the device with the lab’s
Combat Support Division Chief Maj. Steve Molos; Air
Mobility Warfare Center Vice Commander Col. Charles
Stiles; and Brig. Gen. Robert H. McMahon, director of
logistics for the Air Mobility Command’s headquarters.
The event was held Nov. 15 at McGuire AFB, N.J.,
Co-located Club. (AMWC Photo by Staff Sgt Tanaya
Harms).

Maj. Dan Cozzi, left, deputy chief of the operations
division of the Air Mobility Battlelab, discusses the
C-130 in-flight propeller balancing system with Senior
Master Sgt. Ed Williams, of the Air Force Reserve’s
514th Communications Squadron during the open
house hosted by the Battlelab Nov. 15 at McGuire AFB,
N.J. (AMWC Photo by Staff Sgt Tanaya Harms).
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NEWS & VIEWS
AMC Warfighting Commander Retires After 34 Years Of Service
by Tech. Sgt. Mark Diamond
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs

Welser said.
He said that as he moved between command and staff positions, he kept having fun
since there were always new challenges toSCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. (AMCNS)
gether with opportunities to learn, meet new
– After 34 years of military service, Lt. Gen.
people, and begin new family friendships.
William Welser III says he was retiring from
“Then suddenly 20 years have passed
the Air Force with pride, inspiration, and
and you find yourself as a colonel wing
faith: “pride” in an Air Force legacy he
commander who’s responsible
helped build; “inspiration” from
for the troops and their families.
the men and women who serve in
“Just like with my own kids, I believe the young men and
An awesome responsibility, you
today’s military; and “faith” in the
women in today’s Air Force have lots of potential.
quickly realize that your actions
next generation of Airmen.
If you give them opportunity and encouragement, they
and decisions are shaping the Air
General Welser, commander
will step up to the toughest challenges and succeed…
Force,” he said.
of Air Mobility Command’s
During the first 32 years of
warfighting 18th Air Force, retired
people, people, people…
his career, General Welser com1 December 2005.
the troops are our Number One asset.”
manded at squadron, wing, and
Born in Mineola, N.Y., the
– Lt Gen William Welser III
headquarters level, but he said he
general received his commission
was as surprised as anyone when
in 1971 through the Air Force
selected to lead AMC’s thenReserve Officer Training Corps
newly-reactivated 18th Air Force.
program at the University of Buf“Leading the 18th Air Force has
falo.
been incredible experience and
Although ROTC was the vehicle
it will always be special to us,”
he chose to kick start his military
he said. “Being responsible for
career, General Welser’s passion
the Total Force warfighting team
for the Air Force was kindled years
of this command is something I
earlier, thanks to his uncle, a chief
have taken very seriously and I
master sergeant.
will miss commanding troops.”
“We always enjoyed going to
General Welser has led the
Griffis Air Force Base and visitnumbered air force with a pasing ‘the Chief,’ and when I had
sion that could be described as
a chance to join Air Force ROTC,
“tough love.” He said he believes
those visits influenced my deciin being aggressive, persistent
sion,” he said. “The Chief taught
and tenacious. At the same time,
me a lot about being a mainteLt Gen William Welser III (center in uniform) with his wife Sue and
he has prided himself in taking
nance officer and the need to
other family members at his retirement ceremony held on 29 Nocare of his people while expandlisten to my NCOs. Even today,
vember 2005, at Scott AFB, Illinois. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
ing their diversity and their abilwhen I work with our wing comity to become future leaders. He
manders and command chiefs, I
said he expects the best from his
think about his advice.”
From instructor pilot to current operations
people and that often means taking them
General Welser said the motivation proto Ops officer to squadron commander, with
out of their “comfort zone.”
vided by his uncle and the values taught
flying, schools, temporary duty, deploy“Once you’re out of your comfort zone,
by his parents coupled with the education
ments, and great assignments behind them,
you develop new skills, you become a better
provided by the Air Force made serving our
the general said he and Sue became very
follower, a better leader, a better warfighter,
country in the Air Force the perfect choice
passionate about serving in the Air Force.
and a better person,” explained the general.
for him.
“We loved what we were doing and enjoyed
But according to General Welser,
After receiving a bachelor’s degree in biserving our country,” he said.
“warfighting” was only one of the aspects
ology and his commission, General Welser
As he moved into more senior leadership
that drove his command. To the general, the
attended the maintenance officer course
positions, he realized there was much more
18th Air Force motto, “A War-Fit, War-Fightat Chanute Air Force Base, Ill.. He then
he could accomplish for the troops and
ing Family Having Fun!” isn’t just a catchy
served as a maintenance officer at Norton
their families.
alliteration of words – it’s a road map to
Air Force Base, Calif., and Ubon, Thailand.
“I’ve always known that a good portion of
professional and personal success.
While at Ubon, he applied for pilot trainthe work that gets done in the Air Force is
In fact, during a career that spans more
ing and earned his wings at Columbus,
accomplished by our enlisted troops, and all
than three decades, General Welser said one
Miss., in 1975.
they ever ask for is good leadership. There is
of his most significant accomplishments is
Although he spent only four years on the
no doubt, that if you take care of the troops,
“the concept of family” – his immediate
flightline, the general admitted that his exthey will take care of the mission,” General
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perience there inspired him to continue his
service. “Once you get the flightline in your
blood, it’s there to stay,” he said.
Although the flightline provided the early
foundation for his career, he said earning his
wings was a defining moment – the point
when he and his wife, Sue, decided to make
the Air Force a career.
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family and his extended family.
When the general talks about his extended family, he’s talking about the men
and women of the U.S. Air Force – a family
that he says “passionately exports freedom
and democracy.”
“Our job is to respond to world events,”
he said. “We are a country at war. On September 11, 2001, our country was attacked
and we responded. And when faced with a
tsunami in the Pacific, hurricanes on the
Gulf Coast, and an earthquake in Pakistan,
we were ready to respond to those events
as well.”
When the general talks about his immediate family, he’s talking about Sue and
their children –- a wife who serves with
him, and four children and a son-in-law
who have Air Force careers of their own
(four on active duty and one in the Reserves). “The Total Force Air Force has become the family business,” he said. “And
we’re very proud of that.”
General Welser said he sees a bright future
for our military services. “Just like with my
own kids, I believe the young men and women in today’s Air Force have lots of potential.
If you give them opportunity and encouragement, they will step up to the toughest challenges and succeed.”
He said today’s Air Force is much different
than the one he joined in the early 1970s,
but it is still “people, people, people … the
troops are our Number One asset.”
“In my 34 and a half years, I’ve seen
the Air Force improve significantly, but
for us, it’s time to pass it on to the next
generation who will take us to the next
level,” he said.
After 20 moves, General Welser looks back
on each assignment much the same as an
architect does when he views his own work.
“Every place we’ve been, we’ve simply put
a new brick on the foundation, and the next
person puts on another, and pretty soon the
building begins to take shape,” the general
explained. “We’ve added a couple bricks on
the foundation of 18th Air Force started by
Col. Earl and Virginia Young in 1951. Maj.
Gen. Jim and Linda Hawkins and those who
follow him will now have the opportunity
to build upon that foundation … we wish
them luck!”
From placing “bricks” to helping build
tomorrow’s leaders, General Welser described his career as one pleasant surprise
after another.
“Many years ago, I was a college biology
major who came into the Air Force to ‘try
it out.’ We never expected to make the Air
Force a career,” he said. “But we fell in love
with military service and the people. We
know there is life after the military – and
Sue & I are looking forward to the new
challenges – but a piece of our heart will
always be with our Air Force Family!”

General Hawkins Assumes Command of
18th Air Force
entire city of Chicago all the way to the AOR
by Tech. Sgt. Mark Diamond
and back.”
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs
General McNabb said General Hawkins is
Maj. Gen. James A. Hawkins assumed
the ideal choice to continue the legacy and
command of 18th Air Force from Lt. Gen.
take 18th AF to the next level.
William Welser III during a ceremony at
Formerly the AMC director of operations,
Scott AFB, Illinois, on 29 Novembe 2005.
General Hawkins is no stranger to AMC’s
As commander of 18th Air Force, General
warfighting numbered air force. The general
Hawkins is responsible for tasking and
was the 18th Air Force vice commander
executing all air mobility missions. The
from January to December 2004 before
18th AF consists of 12 wings, 3 groups, 2
he commanded the Tanker Airlift Control
Expeditionary Mobility Task Forces, and the
Center
from
Tanker Airlift Control
December 2004 to
Center.
May 2005. Since May,
General Duncan
General Hawkins has
J . M c N a b b , AMC
been AMC’s director
commander,
said
of operations.
during the ceremony
During the ceremony,
that as AMC thanks
General
Hawkins
one commander (the
discussed the road
outgoing 18th AF
ahead. He told the
commander, Lt. Gen.
men and women
William Welser III) for
of 18th AF that he
the legacy he leaves
is proud to serve
behind, the command
with them, and he
is also looking to
reminded them that
General
Hawkins,
they still have a lot of
who he described as
work to do.
“the perfect person”
“We are in the fifth
to assume command
year of the Global
of the warfighting
War on Terrorism,”
numbered air force.
he said. “This is a
“18th Air Force
Hawkins assumed tough war. This is a
is working at an Maj. Gen. James A.
unprecedented pace to command of 18th Air Force from Lt. Gen. war of good pitted
keep people and cargo William Welser III during a ceremony at Scott against evil; a war
moving throughout AFB, Illinois, on 29 November 2005. (USAF of darkness pitted
against light; a war
the world,” said photo).
of despair pitted against hope; and it’s also a
General McNabb. “But everybody still
war of oppression pitted against liberty. This
wants it faster. We’re doing it so well now,
is not a war for the faint of heart.
that people don’t realize the extraordinary
“It’s time to dust ourselves off, it’s time
work that is done every day to make the
to re-form the line, and it’s time to plug the
mission happen.”
gaps,” he said. “There’s a lot of work to be
From contingency operations in support
done. We must ensure this enemy never gets
of the War on Terrorism to hurricane relief
the upper hand.”
efforts in the Southern United States,
General Hawkins received his commission
the tsunami in Southeast Asia, and the
from the U.S. Military Academy in 1973. He
earthquake in Pakistan, he said the whole
began his career as a B-52H pilot for the 5th
world depends on 18th Air Force.
Bombardment Wing, and aide-de-camp,
“As the operational arm of AMC, [18th
57th Air Division, at Minot Air Force Base,
Air Force] is in fact one of the crown jewels
N.D.
of our nation’s defense. There’s no question,
He is a command pilot with more than
everybody depends on this command,”
4,600 hours in a variety of aircraft, including
General McNabb said. “As the [Air Force
the T-37, T-38, KC-135A/Q/R, B-52G/H,
chief of staff] said, 18th Air Force is the gold
VC-137, C-32, C-37, C-21, C-20, C-9 and
standard.”
UH-1. The general was also selected to pilot
The general said since Sept. 11, 2001,
the first flight test of a global positioning
AMC has flown 55,000 missions and 1.3
system-equipped B-52G over the North Pole
million flying hours, has moved 3.2 million
in 1985. And in August 1994, he served as an
passengers and 1.5 million short tons of
instructor pilot on Global Power 94-7, a 47cargo, and refueling aircraft have offloaded
hour, non-stop, around-the-world B-52 flight
1.2 billion pounds of fuel. “To put it in
– the longest bombing mission ever flown.
perspective,” he said, “it’s like moving the
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Operation Lifeline: Emergency Earthquake Relief for Pakistan

Members of the 305th Aerial Port Squadron
load a C-17 Globemaster III at McGuire AFB,
NJ. The aircraft, loaded with relief supplies
and members of the 621st Contingency Response Wing, left 10 October 2005, bound
for Pakistan to support earthquake relief
operations. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior
Airman Dilia DeGrego)

Langley Air Force Base, VA, airmen load a KC10 Extender aircraft with relief supplies on
11 October 2005 as part of a multinational
effort to provide aid and support to Pakistan
and parts of India and Afghanistan following the devastating earthquake. The KC-10
is from McGuire Air Force Base, N.J. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Mike Buytas)

Airmen at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan,
load a C-130 Hercules from the 517th Airlift
Squadron with 14 pallets of relief supplies
bound for Pakistan. The flight was the first
air drop mission into the country. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Capt. James H. Cunningham)
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In the days, weeks and months following
a massive earthquake which struck
northern Pakistan on 8 October 2005, Air
Mobility Command aircraft flew numerous
relief missions into that region.
The 6.7 magnitude quake, the most
powerful to hit that country in its 58year history, had taken an estimated
40,000 lives, and the United Nations
estimated that another 2.5 million
people had been displaced.
C-17 Globemaster IIIs positioned in that
part of the world were the first Air Mobility
Command resources called into action,
delivering emergency relief supplies,
equipment and helicopters to Pakistan.
According to a senior controller at the
Tanker Airlift Control Center at Scott AFB,
IL, the C-17s were “on loan” to U.S. Central
Command in support of Operations
Enduring and Iraqi Freedom.
Air Mobility Command also called on
a Contingency Response Group-Element
to deploy in support of the earthquake
relief operations.
Two C-17s and more the 45 members of
the 621st Contingency Response Wing at
McGuire Air Force Base, N.J., deployed to
Pakistan on 10 Octboer.
In addition to Contingency Response
Wing personnel, the C-17s delivered an
estimated 200,000 pounds of supplies
and equipment, including vehicles,
cargo loaders, a 10k all-terrain forklift,
communication
equipment
and
generators.
The Contingency Response GroupElement set up air mobility operations in
Pakistan. McGuire Air Force Base officials
said establishing air operations was the
first step in getting more relief supplies
into the area.
The next major effort by AMC was
the delivery of about two dozen CH-47
Chinook Helicopters provided by three
U.S. Army installations: Fort Hood, TX,
Fort Sill, OK and Fort Drum, NY.
The CH-47 is a twin-engine, tandem
rotor helicopter designed to transport
personnel and cargo. Each CH-47 is
about 50 feet long and can carry about 33
passengers and three crew members.
The helicopters were pressed into service as
soon as they were reassembled in Pakistan.
By mid-November Operation Lifeline
was at full stride and units like the 818th
Contingency Response Group and 24th Air
Expeditionary Group continued handling
hundreds of thousands of pounds of
cargo each day as part of the continuing
Pakistani earthquake recovery effort.
Col. Richard Walberg, who commanded
both groups, said while much of the
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“visible work” goes on in the cargo yard.
The activity there keeps the unit on target.
“This is the first time in the history
of the CRG or the [tanker airlift control
element] that we have been chopped
to a command outside of Air Mobility
Command,” Colonel Walberg said.
The units are comprised primarily
of members of the 621st Contingency
Response Wing and 305th Air Mobility
Wing at McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.
Together with members from the
other services, the Airmen from various
specialties had helped moved more than
4,000 tons of humanitarian relief into
Pakistan by mid-November, operations
officer Capt. Christopher Simmons said.
Airmen from the 818th Contingency
Response Group came home to McGuire
AFB, N.J., in early December after more
than two months in Pakistan, where they
were designated the 24th Air Expeditionary
Group and assisted with earthquake relief
at Chaklala Air Base.
The airmen had unloaded 263 aircraft
containing 14.6 million pounds of relief
supplies. The group also sent airfield survey
teams to five Pakistani airports, and its
combat control team conducted 108 drop
zone surveys, ultimately calling in the only
three airdrops allowed by Pakistan, said
Col. Richard Walberg, 818th commander.
Although the 818th CRG had returned
home the relief effort continued in earnest.
From 23 through 30, three C-130 Hercules
aircraft flew in more than 41,000 pounds
of food, water, medical supplies, aircraft
parts and construction materials into
the country in response to requests from
Pakistan’s government. By the end of
2005, the Air Force had airlifted more than
10 million pounds of relief supplies to
Pakistan using 54 C-130 Hercules, 45 C-17
Globemaster IIIs and 53 contracted aircraft.
And still the relief effort continued.
On 19 January 2006, U.S. helicopters
suppoting the effort set a record by
delivering 232 tons of humanitarian aid in
a single day, when 12 Chinooks assigned to
the U.S. Disaster Assistance Center Pakistan
took advantage of clear skies to fly their
3,400th mission, in the wake of snowstorms
which started pummeling Pakistan’s
northern Kashmir region earlier in January.
As of mid-January, approximately 870
U.S. servicemen were still in Pakistan
supporting the host government by
providing airlift capabilities, medical care,
and construction support earthquake
victims, in a well-coordinated, U.S.
government, multi-service response.
Compiled from AMCNS stories.

