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COMMENTS
Chairman’s

COMMENTS

Gen Arthur J Lichte
USAF, Ret

“Stop the Presses…”
 Having spent the last 30 years or so in 
the  graphic art and printing industries, you 
might think that I have had to “stop the 
presses” many times. But, actually, I have 
experienced only a few occasions where I 
felt it necessary to change the content of a 
printing project just before, or, heaven for-
bid, during its printing.
 That’s good since “stop the presses” 
means that the printing presses must liter-
ally be stopped or delayed and, therefore 
any copies of the publication which have 
already printed must be discarded – which 
carries with it extreme cost. That’s why the 
phrase “stop the presses” should only be ut-
tered upon the arrival of extremely signifi-
cant news or the discovery of an extremely 
grave error. More often than not the reason 
for stopping the presses is the latter – find-
ing a glaring error; but in the case of this 
edition of A/TQ it is the former – the arrival 
of significant news.
 While as I was checking the page proofs 
for the Summer magazine, which was al-
ready running late because I had moved the 
deadline for submitting articles until after 
the Summer A/TA Board of Officers meet-
ing, media speculation that the U.S. had or 
would soon be engaging in airstrikes and 
humanitarian airdrops in Iraq began hit-
ting the airwaves and social media sites.
 Then, when, on 7 August, President Obama 
announced he had authorized limited air-
strikes against Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) militants in Iraq, and that an Ameri-
can C-17 and two C-130s had air-dropped 
food and water to tens of thousands of Iraqi 
Yazidis trapped on a mountain range in 
northwestern Iraq, I knew that I would have 
to find some way to include the story in the 
Summer magazine. After all, the story meant 
that America would be re-opening a door 
that had been closed back in 2011 – military 
engagement with jihadist insurgents in Iraq. 
Pretty significant I’d say.
  In the end, it really wasn’t as hard to find 
room for the story as I had thought it might 
be. I had to cut a little here and there and 
rearrange things a bit. The result is a feature 
story titled “Well, Today America is Coming 
to Help,” that appears on pages 22 and 23.
 Since the magazine was still in the proof-
reading stage and I had not yet sent it out for 
printing, I guess it really doesn’t count as an 
actual, bona fide use of the phrase “stop the 
presses.” But, shouting “delay the presses” just 
doesn’t carry the same weight somehow.
 The phrase ”stop the presses” is quite 
common in an idiomatic context, referring 
to the discovery of significant information 
– perhaps most frequently used sarcasti-
cally, as in “Islamic jihadists are once again 
causing murder and mayhem in the Middle 
East? Well, stop the presses.”
Collin Bakse, editor

 The countdown to Nashville has begun!! As I write this article, 
I am flying home from our summer board meeting hosted by the 
Inland Northwest Chapter at Fairchild AFB, WA. Many thanks to 
the newly placed 92nd ARW Wing Commander, Col Brian Mc-
Daniel and Chapter President, Capt Andrea Delosreyes for their 
great hospitality. The 92nd ARW, working together with Wash-
ington’s 141st ARW (ANG), make Fairchild a model Total Force 
installation. And, the base itself looks fantastic. 
 Our Board meeting featured a presentation from Lt. Gen. (Ret.) 
Rusty Findley who took on a special project to look at ways of 
improving our organization. We had a great discussion on what 
size our organization should be and how do we get there. One 
of the things we need to do, as I mentioned in the last quarterly 
magazine, is to sustain and then increase our membership. Our 

members are our lifeline and we will continue to take the mobility story to as many as we 
can. That means focusing on our local chapters and we will do that.
 We reviewed our plans for Nashville and I am happy to tell you things are falling in 
place nicely. We have quite a slate of distinguished speakers and professional seminars. 
We are also focusing on members of the civilian community. In Nashville this year we 
will have seminars geared for the civic leaders in your local communities. Please spread 
the word to your friends, both civilian and military that A/TA offers them special oppor-
tunities to learn about the air mobility mission. Invite them to join you at a local chapter 
meeting or even better, join us in Nashville. By spreading the word you will help us sup-
port mobility airmen, preserve our mobility culture, and enhance our relations with Ac-
tive, Guard, Reserve, Civilians and our Industry partners.
 To that end we will provide very professional, informative, and educational briefings. As 
a result of one of the suggestions we received, we are researching the possibility of getting 
some academic credit for a few of the seminars. It probably won’t happen by this year’s 
symposium, but we are working on it. I think you will also enjoy the former Air Force 
Chiefs of Staff panel. The bottom line for Nashville is incorporating new ideas with some 
of the tried and true favorites you have all said you love. So, come on out and join us in 
Nashville. 
 By the way, flying in the back of a commercial airliner isn’t nearly as much fun as fly-
ing our Mobility aircraft around the world. From what I have been seeing, Air Mobility 
Command is as busy as ever. Reading the daily headlines shows our Air Force right in the 
middle of things with AMC leading the way.
 I look forward to seeing all of you in Nashville! Enjoy the rest of the summer. 
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Secretary’s Notes
 Mobility Heroes, I’m reading the paper 
and once again America’s Mobility profes-
sionals are in the news. In addition to ap-
proving air strikes in Iraq, the President 
also approved humanitarian airdrops to 
persecuted Iraqi minority groups. It is a cra-
zy world we live in 
and Mobility will 
always play a role 
in our efforts to 
make some sense 
of it all. I tip my 
hat to all involved 
and will keep you 
in my prayers!
 These articles 
highlight the im-
portance of tell-
ing the Mobility 
story; the leader-
ship and the citizens of our great country 
believe these things “just happen.” It is 
almost impossible for them to understand 
the complexity and risk.  Our co-sponsored 
A/TA and AMC Convention/Symposium is 
the perfect forum for telling ‘our’ story. It 
also provides the opportunity to learn from 
fellow Mobility professionals and connect 
with industry partners, civic leaders, AFRC, 
ANG and Active Duty Mobility teammates. 
With that said, it’s time to register and get 
the word out to join the Association.
 Thanks very much to the Fairchild team 
for hosting our recent Board meeting. Spe-
cial thanks to the Inland Northwest chap-
ter president, Capt “Andi” Delosreyes, who 
deployed three days after our meeting for 
her third deployment, her first as an Aircraft 
Commander, Fly Safe Andi!
 The Board meeting at Fairchild was pro-
ductive and we’re preparing for our board 
meeting to be held in conjunction with the 
convention. Keep an eye out for details of 
the meeting time and location. Please join 
us and participate in the discussions setting 
the path forward for our Association. There 
is a lot going on and we need your help to 
navigate a few challenges. 
 One of the issues we’ve been working is 
updating the visual appeal of our web site; 
I’m pleased to report that we’ve made sig-
nificant progress. After a thorough process 
of first releasing a Request for Proposal a 
team of eight members next reviewed pro-
posals from four vendors and finally – after 
careful consideration – the board selected a 
great candidate to do the work for the Asso-
ciation. Thanks to all who helped with the 
process, all proposals were high quality and 
it was not an easy decision. Bottom-line, the 
contract is signed and work is beginning. I’ll 
provide an update to the board and mem-
bership in Nashville. 

MESSAGEMESSAGE
President’s

CMSgt Mike Reynolds
USAF, Ret

Col. Mike Cassidy
USAF, Ret

 A/TA members and friends, as usual summer has arrived and 
it is extremely warm in most locations. The summer board meet-
ing, hosted at Fairchild AFB, was a success for a number of rea-
sons; the weather was nice in the Spokane area, not much smoke 
from the wild fires and the Inland Northwest Chapter did a won-
derful job hosting, even though we were on the heels of their 
recent Change of Command for the Wing.
 Captain Andrea “Andi” Delosreyes did a wonderful job as our 
host and we truly thank her and the entire chapter for their 
support to the board and our visit and for all of A/TA. On top of 
all Capt Andi’s duties hosting our board she was preparing for 
a deployment the day after our departure. What a”lean forward 
attitude” and a true pleasure to work with – thank you Capt De-
losreyes and Inland Northwest Chapter.

 Thanks and Congratulations to Colonel Charles “Brian” McDaniel, the 92nd Air Refu-
eling Wing Commander. He assumed command on 25 July and hosted the A/TA Board 5 
days later. That should tell you just how tough those “Tennessee Volunteers” are – host 
a board consisting of a retired AMC CC, two retired three stars, 2 star and a deck full of 
colonels. Thanks Col. McDaniel, you took the test, stood your ground and were smiling 
when we departed. CHEERS!
 The Board addressed several issues at this meeting. We would like to increase member-
ship, improve chapter participation, become more automated, and following General 
Lichte’s guidance we will; Support Mobility Airmen, Preserve the Mobility Culture and 
Enhance Relationships. We look forward to your feedback on the best ways to accom-
plish our mission, so if you have an idea, please send to me or any board member. Our 
email and other contact information is located at the ATA website: www.atalink.org. 
 The 2014 Convention and Symposium will be held at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel 
and Convention Center, Nashville, TN. Dates are Wednesday 29 Oct thru Sunday, 2 
Nov. We will be inducting Colonel Earl B. Young into the 2014 Hall of Fame. Colonel 
Young turned 101 years young on 11 July 2014. We have some great educational semi-
nars planned and some very entertaining and informative featured speakers. Make plans 
to attend, we would love to meet and speak with you at some point during the Conven-
tion/Symposium. Reserve your room soon! Remember that the Convention/Symposium 
is a great place to network, meet with defense contractors to get an update on the latest 
in technology and spend time with friends. Our theme for this year’s Convention/Sym-
posium; Air Mobility: Accomplished by Professionals – Skilled and Respected.
 And, as always I would like to thank our Industry Partners for their continued support. 
It is always welcoming to see so many friends working for industry and attending the 
A/TA Convention and Symposium. I look forward to seeing you in Nashville and I know 
Bob Dawson is doing everything in his power to make this a productive event for each 
of our Industry Partners.
 Enjoy the summer and hope to see you in Nashville, maybe at the CRUD table.
Mike

continues on page 4 >>>
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professional development through staff 
rides to the Gettysburg Battlefield, Fort 
Ticonderoga, and senior leader talks and 
participation in leadership development 
scenarios.
 

   General (Ret) Art Lichte, Chairman of 
the A/TA Board offered his congratulations 
and Maj Gen (Ret) Maggie and Brig Gen 
(Ret) Dan Woodward, Co-directors of AAS/
SW, expressed their appreciation to the 
A/TA membership for generously funding 
this program.

ROUND-UPROUND-UP
Association

Send Association and Chapter related
articles to atq@atalink.org

Future Convention Locations
2014:

46th A/TA Annual Convention – October 29 & 30
A/TA Symposium & Technology Exposition – October 30 - November 2 

Opryland Hotel, Nashville
2015: Marriott World Center, Orlando

2016: Opryland Hotel, Nashville

Note:
Convention Start Dates historically have ended up October 31 plus or minus a week or so. 

While nothing is “guaranteed,” that bracket is a reasonable aim point.

When did you last
update your membership info? 

It’s Easy!

Simply go to www.atalink.org –
Click “Membership” and scroll 
down to near the bottom of the 

page – Click the
 “update your contact information” 

link. Log-in using
your first name,

last name and SSN final 4 –
Update your info!

That’s It!
•••

Why is this important?
Because later this year, when you 
use On-Line Registration (the pre-
ferred method) to register for the
46th Annual A/TA Convention

and 2014 AMC and A/TA
Air Mobility Symposium

and Technology Exposition,
having your membership info

up to date will get you through the
process without a hassle!

And, it’s just as important for 
those of you who wish to register 
the old-fashioned way using the 

form found in the A/TQ, because 
your membership status has a

direct impact on registration rates!
•••

UPDATE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP INFO TODAY!

Secretary’s Notes continued
 We also began work on a Strategic 
Communications Plan for the associa-
tion. Thanks to the members of the Board 
of Advisors who volunteered to help with 
this important project. Related to this is the 
oversight of our Social Media. Recently, Greg 
Cook, our Association’s Public Affairs vol-
unteer, offered to take over this work, he’ll 
ensure our Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter 
sites, along with our web site are part of an 
overall effort to tell the Mobility story.
 All this reflects our Association themes to 
Support Mobility Airmen, Preserve our Mo-
bility Culture and enhance the relationships 
of all Mobility Team members.
 See you in Nashville!

 The first A/TA sponsored Arnold Air So-
ciety and Silver Wings (AAS/SW) intern 
in history, Cadet Ben Yunker, was desig-
nated a “Distinguished Graduate” during 
ceremonies at Rome Labs in early August. 
Cadet Yunker was selected for this pres-
tigious research program late last year as 
part of A/TA’s scholarship partnership 
with AAS/SW. 

 Cadet Yunker participated in the Ad-
vanced Course in Engineering (ACE) along 
with 40 other interns, including cadets and 
midshipman from the US and British Air 
Force and Naval Academies, select civilians, 
and two active duty Air Force officers.  
 The ACE program challenges interns  to 
think critically, building professional confi-
dence and technical competence through-
out the ten week program. The program 
is extremely rigorous, requiring 3-person 
teams to submit weekly technical reports on 
research completed. Reports range from 10 
pages to 60 pages and are strictly structured 
and then briefed to the staff.
 In addition to demanding coursework, 
the program includes physical training and 

First A/TA Sponsored Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings 
Intern Designated a “Distinguished Graduate”

The ACE 2014 class at graduation. (Photo 
Courtesy AAS/SW).

Cadet Ben Yunker (front row center) work-
ing with his team. (Photo Courtesy AAS/SW).

Col Fred Wieners, USAF ret, discusses the 
story of Chamberlain and the 20th Main at 
Gettysburg. (Photo Courtesy AAS/SW).
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 As Isreali prime minister, the late Yitzhak Shamir authorized and oversaw one of the 
most dramatic mass rescues in recent history: the airlift of over 14,000 Ethiopian Jews 
from Addis Ababa to Israel in less than a day and a half in May 1991. The Israelis plucked 
the Falashas from imminent danger in that operation, flying them out of the Ethiopian 
capital at the climactic moment of a civil war, with rebel forces surrounding the city.
 But the mission, which came to be known as Operation Solomon, was not a simple 
matter of rescuing Jews in peril. Less than two years earlier, the Ethiopian Jews faced 
no grave risk. To the contrary, they were safe in their vil-
lages in the Gondar region of the Ethiopian highlands, 
living much as they had for generations as tenant farm-
ers and artisans. The Ethiopian aliyah had reached a 
crescendo with the secret Israeli airlift of the Falashas 
from camps in Sudan in 1984-85. But the Sudanese 
halted that mission after it was revealed publicly. Since 
then, the aliyah had slowed significantly, and by the 
late 1980s, the Ethiopian Jewish community was split in 
two. Almost every Jewish family in Gondar had relatives 
who had reached Israel and whom they had not seen in 
years. There seemed to be little prospect of reviving the 
immigration movement.
 Then history took a turn. The Soviet Union was in 
the process of collapsing, and Mikhail Gorbachev told 
the brutal Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam 
that he would drastically cut back weapons shipments 
to the African nation. For Mengistu, this couldn’t have 
come at a worse moment: He was facing increasingly 
successful rebel advances against his army. In despera-
tion, Mengistu turned to Israel, and in November 1989 
he dispatched a trusted official to meet with Shamir in 
Jerusalem with the aim of renewing diplomatic relations.
 Each side wanted something. Ethiopia wanted lethal 
weapons. Israel wanted to revive its former ties with 
Ethiopia, which had been a key ally, along with Iran and 
Turkey, in David Ben-Gurion’s Periphery Strategy. Jeru-
salem also wanted to gather in the remaining Falashas. 
The chief rabbinate had ruled that they were authentic 
Jews, and Israel had established their right to emigrate 
under the Law of Return.
 According to Israeli diplomatic officials, Mengistu se-
cretly promised to let 500 Ethiopian Jews leave the coun-
try each month. Israeli Foreign Ministry sources have re-
vealed that Mengistu submitted a voluminous shopping 
list of materiel, including weapons—though the dictator 
always insisted that there was no connection between 
the arms and the aliyah. What Shamir actually agreed 
to is unclear, since the Israelis claim that more was 
promised than was actually delivered. (By early 1990, 
though, former President Jimmy Carter and the George 
H.W. Bush Administration accused Israel of having sent 
cluster bombs; a congressional report in February 1990 
confirmed this).
 The United States demanded that Israel send no arms 
at all to a dictator with so much blood on his hands. Re-
uven Merhav, the director-general of the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, said later that he had decided independently not to send arms to prop up 
Mengistu. The Ethiopian leader might use them on civilians, including the Falashas, 
Merhav reasoned. In any case, why arm him when he faced imminent defeat? Merhav 
proposed that Israel send food, economic aid, and medical assistance instead—and 
he offered to use his country’s influence with America to help Ethiopia. Prime Minister 
Shamir approved that policy and appointed Uri Lubrani as his special envoy to Addis 
Ababa. Lubrani had been ambassador to Ethiopia at the time of Haile Selassie, Israel’s 
representative to Uganda under Idi Amin, and Iran under the Shah. He had extensive 
dealings with dictators and had served Israel in impossible situations. It would be his 
job to negotiate the Falashas’ release with Mengistu.
 However, shortly after the renewal of Israeli-Ethiopian ties, an American nonprofit 
organization called the American Association of Ethiopian Jews took steps to force Israel 

to act more quickly to enable the Ethiopian aliyah. Without consulting anyone (at least 
not officially) they dispatched agents to the Jewish villages in Gondar, urging people 
to come to Addis Ababa at once. They paid for trucks, buses, and boats to bring them 
down by the thousands. Others made their way on foot, or sold their possessions to pay 
for bus tickets and bribes. Once the migration began, none of the Falashas wanted to be 
left behind. They said later that they had risked everything because they wanted to go 
to Jerusalem. Their ancestors had yearned to go to Zion, and this was their chance.

 Within months, nearly the entire Jewish community 
(as it was then recognized), some 20,000 people, made 
their way to Addis, a sprawling, impoverished shanty-
town already swollen with refugees from the long civil 
war. There was no sufficient infrastructure to accom-
modate them. Nor was there enough food, clothing, 
or medical services. The Ethiopian Jews expected the 
Israelis to reunite them with their children and other 
family members quickly. Instead, they became subject 
to international forces of which they were entirely in-
nocent. Israeli and American officials quickly concluded 
that Mengistu had realized he could hold the Jews hos-
tage in order to demand weapons from Israel. The Fala-
shas thus became living chips in a game of international 
political poker in which the stakes were the Ethiopian 
government’s survival, and their own. Thousands of 
them spent up to a year or longer in degrading slum 
conditions. Many children died.
 Against this background, Shamir authorized Lubrani 
to negotiate for the release of the Jews. Logically, this 
could not succeed: The Israelis could not give Mengistu 
arms, the one thing that he needed in order to survive. 
And yet it did succeed, at the last moment, as the Ethio-
pian government collapsed and the rebels stood ready 
to take Addis Ababa.
 Israeli and American officials acted in concert. The 
U.S. National Security Council arranged for Mengistu 
to flee the country. President Bush 41 sent a personal 
appeal to the acting president of Ethiopia, urging him 
to make the “humanitarian gesture” of letting the Jews 
leave—in return for $35 million to be raised by the 
American Jewish community, as overseen by the Ameri-
can Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. Through the 
National Security Council’s intervention, the Ethiopian 
rebels agreed to stand down for 48 hours, long enough 
for Operation Solomon to take place.
 With Shamir’s approval, the IDF and the Foreign Min-
istry had been planning the rescue for months, but now 
they had only one day in which to put their plans into 
effect. They removed seats from aircraft and called up 
pilots, troops, and doctors. The Jewish Agency opened 
and staffed 49 new absorption centers overnight (the 
existing absorption centers were already overflowing 
with immigrants from the Soviet Union).
 Early on Friday morning, May 24, 1991, Shamir gave 
the green light and the mission began. Repeatedly 
through that day and night, Ethiopian officials threat-

ened to abort the rescue—because nobody had notified the civil aviation authorities, 
because the $35 million hadn’t been transferred, then because the BBC had prema-
turely announced that the mission was underway. Through it all, Israeli officials negoti-
ated and improvised—bribing bus drivers, police, and others. For 34 hours, a small 
armada of Israeli planes landed at the Addis airport, filled up with Ethiopian Jews, many 
of whom sat on floor mats, then took off into the thin air of Addis, and headed back to 
Israel—all without turning off their engines.
 Shamir greeted the first plane to land at Ben-Gurion Airport. As hundreds of excited 
Jewish Agency workers, IDF and security personnel, dignitaries, and others, broke into 
spontaneous applause, Shamir declared of the Falashas: “They are the remnants of a 
Jewish community that lasted for thousands of years, who are now coming back to 
their country. They have come back to their homeland.”

BOOK REVIEW
by

A/TA Life Member Murdoch Moore

“OPERATION SOLOMON”
The Daring Rescue Of The Ethiopian Jews

by Stephen Spector (2005)
   It was not your typical sun soaked arms-
for-hostages deal. There were no hostages, 
the arms delivered were WW1 era bolt ac-
tion rifles, $35 million in private Wall Street 
funds may or may not have been paid. Yet 
when it was over 14,310 Ethiopian Jews 
had been airlifted out of Addis Ababa In-
ternational Airport in two days of “secret” 
daylight-hours-only  airlifting using “white 
washed” C-130s, B707s and a B-747.
   The characters involved would have been 
rejected by Graham Green as being too im-
probable: a daffy, do-gooder American dame 
who ALONE convinced a US Congress to 
pressure the Israelis to rescue an unlost and 
unthreatened Ethiopian Hebrew tribe; a rel-
ative of Ethiopia’s Royal Family who, upon 
witnessing the 1981 execution of his pro-
Western relatives suddenly turned Marxist 
Revolutionary; President George H.W. Bush 
siding with anti-US Dictator/President/Gen-
eral Haile Mengistu in his war on democrat-
ic forces simply because Ethopia held a UN 
vote that Bush 41 needed to push Iraq out of 
undemocratic Kuwait; MOSSAD intelligence 
agents delivering US made “in defense of Is-
rael only” cluster bombs to Mengistu who 
used them to destroy 50,000 tons of WE ARE 
THE WORLD grain warehoused in Eritrea.
   Though 80% of the book concerns back 
room deals and double dealing to those 
jeans-wearing, crew-cut bearing “civilian” 
airlifters and a battalion size group of Uzi-
carrying, bus-riding “travel faciliators” this 
book deserves a “Well Done!”
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 Cover

STORY  Horses are a recurring symbol in Greek mythology, often portraid 
as heroic and loyal, and displaying bravery and courage. One such 
mythological horse, Pegasus, a golden winged white stallion, is a sym-
bol for knowledge, glory, and inspiration. Through flight, Pegasus fur-
ther symbolizes the ability of one to transcend the weight of earthly 
burdens and rise above them. 
 After many long years of heroic deeds Pegasus was allowed to spend 
the rest of his days on Mount Olympus in the presence of the gods. 
He was entrusted with bringing lightening and thunderbolts to Zeus, 
the most powerful of all gods.  It is said that Pegasus’ own hooves 
could be heard thundering across the skies in a storm. He was also 
occasionally  used by the goddess Eos for her drive across the sky at 
dawn and Apollo during his daylight drive across the sky. As a tribute 
to his exceptional life and heroic deeds, Zeus honored Pegasus with a 
constellation in the sky.
 The transformation of Pegasus into the stars represents the evolution 
of change, a natural everyday occurrence.  The cluster of stars that 
make up the Pegasus constellation is located in the Northern Hemi-
sphere near Aquarius. The constellation now shares the northeast cor-
ner of the square that forms the horse’s stellar body with Andromeda 
– the star Delta Pegasus was given to Andromeda, and renamed Al-
pha Andromedae, to provide the lady with a head. Pegasus, the Winged 
Horse, is visible from August through December.  Ancient astrologers 
believed that all the stars of Pegasus protected horsemen in battle – 
they see Pegasus as the symbol for the immortality of the soul, and as 
the carrier and protector that guards the spirit in its journeys into sky, 
then on to the stars.

 The name Pegasus is believed to have derived from a variant of the 
Greek word “pege” which means “spring” or “fountain,” and the form 
“sus,” pre-Greek in origin, which means “bridled horse” in reference 
to the figurehead of a ship, thus, “Pegasus” literally means “Fountain 
Horse,” a fitting name indeed for the next U.S. aerial refueling aircraft, 
the KC-46A Pegasus…

KC-46A Pegasus Update

“O! for a horse with wings!”
—William Shakespeare, Cymbeline
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The Boeing Company is building the KC-46A tanker on the ex-
isting 767 production line at Everett, Washington, near Seattle. 
They will roll off the line with the provisions necessary to make 
a tanker, before being flown the short distance to Boeing Field 
where the aerial refuelling components and military avionics will 
be fitted. (Boeing Courtesy Photo).

 In 2011 the U.S. Air Force awarded a contract to The Boeing 
Company for 179 new KC-46 refueling tankers to replace about a 
third of the Air Force’s current fleet of KC-135 Stratotankers, which 
first entered service in 1957.
 The new KC-46 tanker is expected to be more capable than 
the KC-135 it replaces in several 
respects. Unlike the KC-135, it 
will allow for two types of refuel-
ing to be employed in the same 
mission – a refueling boom that 
is integrated with a computer as-
sisted control system, as well as 
a permanent hose and drogue re-
fueling system. The KC-135 has 
to land and switch equipment 
to transition from one mode to 
another. Also, the KC-46 is ex-
pected to be able to refuel in a 
variety of night-time and covert 
mission settings and will have 
countermeasures to protect it 
against infrared missile threats. 
The KC-135 is restricted in tacti-
cal missions and does not have 
sufficient defensive systems rela-
tive to the KC-46. Designed with 
more refueling capacity, improved efficiency, and increased car-
go and medical evacuation capabilities than its predecessor, the 
KC-46 is intended to provide aerial refueling to Air Force, Navy, 
Marine Corps, and allied aircraft.
 The KC-46, the most advanced tanker ever built, leverages the 
Boeing Company’s 75 years of expertise with air refueling systems, 
plus, in addition to its refueling mission it can transport cargo and/
or passengers and support aeromedical evacuations.
 In addition to a cargo door, the KC-46 features a main deck cargo 

floor which can be reconfigured by one person in no more than two 
hours or two persons in no more than one hour to accommodate any 
mission. Unique among tankers, the KC-46 can operate in chemical, 
biological and nuclear conditions, features cockpit armor for protec-
tion from small arms fire, and can also operate from a large variety 

of smaller airfields and forward-
deployed austere bases.
 The 165-foot KC-46A is being 
built with two Pratt and Whitney 
engines and the ability to trans-
port up to 212,000 pounds of fuel 
and 65,000 pounds of cargo. The 
KC-46A will refuel F-22s, F-15s, F-
16s, F-35s, C-17s, KC-10s, KC-135s 
and KC-46s, among others.
 The new tanker will have an im-
proved ability to refuel aircraft via 
the probe and drogue while also 
using a boom and receptacle on 
a single mission. The aircraft can 
conduct multiple refueling mis-
sions concurrently using a drogue, 
or refueling mechanism on the 
wings, and a more standard boom 
and receptacle system.
 The display screens at boom op-

erator stations inside the aircraft provide the visual cues needed for 
the operator to monitor the aircraft being refueled before and after 
contact with the refueling boom or drogue. The images of the air-
craft on the screens are captured by a pair of cameras outside the 
aircraft that are meant to replicate the binocular aspect of human 
vision by supplying an image from two separate points of view, rep-
licating how humans see two points of view, one for each eye. The 
resulting image separation provides the boom operator with greater 
fidelity and a more realistic impression of depth, or a 3rd dimension.

 What pumps fuel through the arteries of U.S. airpower? Or, asked another way  – What is the heart of U.S. military might? It is not the U.S. fleet of 
unmatched and unrivaled fighters, including the fifth-generation F-22s and F-35s. It is not the bomber force, unequalled in the world. Nor is it the extended 
family of unmanned aerial systems: Predators, Reapers nor Global Hawks.
 The heart of U.S. miltary might is the Aerial Refueling Tanker. Without America’s massive fleet of 415 KC-135 and 58 KC-10 tankers, the U.S. Air 
Force would be tethered to airfields, unable to project power effectively. The U.S. Air Mobility force’s mission to provide global air mobility to achieve the 
right effects, in the right place, at the right time would be substantially hampered. Furthermore, without the tanker fleet, the U.S. Army’s ability to deploy 
intercontinentally aboard C-5 and C-17 transports with assured resupply would be severely curtailed. The Navy too would suffer a degradation in its power 
projection capabilities since the aircraft carrier wing lacks a substantial and sustainable refueling capability.
 Over the past six decades new generations of fighters, bombers and transport aircraft have come and gone while the tanker fleet labored on. The KC-135 
was originally built in 1956 and the last one came off the production line in the mid-1960s. That means that even the newest KC-135 is sixty years old. 
The KC-10, a spring chicken by comparison, came into service in 1981. Although it is decades newer than the KC-135, it is being operated at a rate that is 
rapidly shortening its lifespan.
 Both are militarized variants of commercial aircraft; the KC-135 was designed around the venerable Boeing 707 and the KC-10 was based on the DC-
10. Both use commercial engines, the CFM 56 on the KC-135 and the CF 6 on the KC-10. The use of commercial airframes and engines helped to reduce 
production prices and decreased logistics and maintenance costs.
 In theory, there is plenty of life left in both the KC-135 and KC-10. Nonetheless both are aging aircraft. Maintenance and support costs, particularly for 
the KC-135, are rising at an alarming rate. There is always the possibility of an unanticipated catastrophic problem that would require grounding the entire 
KC-135 fleet. For this reason, among others, it became imperative for the U.S. Air Force to begin a replacement program in anticipation of the time when it 
would no longer be economical or even safe to fly the venerable KC-135.
 The KC-46 is an example of “smart acquisition.” It will be much more than just a version of the proven commercial Boeing 767 airframe. It incorporates 
cockpit advances now on the 787 as well as an advanced version of the proven KC-10 fuel boom. The KC-46 will be powered by versions of the Pratt & 
Whitney 4062, one of the most successful and reliable engines now in commercial service. These engines are so reliable that some observers expect them to 
not need depot maintenance for 25 years. This will translate into huge maintenance savings and greater availability.
 The KC-46 program is on track and is a good working partnership between government and industry. It is a great example of applying the best of com-
mercial aerospace technology to meet a military demand. The first flight of a test version of the production aircraft is scheduled for early next year. The first 
fully-equipped aircraft is scheduled to roll out of the production facility by middle or late 2015. Boeing is on contract to deliver 18 combat-ready tankers by 
August 2017. The Air Force plans to buy 179 KC-46s between 2017 and 2028.
 The Air Force has made it clear that the KC-46 is one of its three priority modernization programs. Some senior service representatives even call it the 
number one priority. This actually makes sense. No tankers, no global U.S. military.

continues on page 8 >>>
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 Chuck Johnson, Boeing vice president, Air Force Programs, asserts 
that “Based on the proven 767 airframe, which has an in-service 
readiness rate of approximately 99 percent as an airliner, freighter 
and tanker, the KC-46 will be able to fulfill more mission require-
ments with fewer aircraft than is possible today.” 
 In a recent interview, Maj. Gen. John Thompson, Program Execu-
tive Officer for Tankers explained that the 767s are being engineered 
and manufactured with some military specifications in mind so as 
to prevent the need to strip down the aircraft and fully re-configure 
it for military use, as has often been the case with prior Air Force 
aircraft acquisition efforts.
 “We are provisioning by drill-
ing the holes that we need and 
installing the structures that we 
need for KC-46 – so that when we 
get to the finishing center, it will 
not require to be torn apart. It will 
instead just go through an installa-
tion procedure,” he explained.

Air Force Names New Tanker:
KC-46A ‘Pegasus’ 
 On 20 February, Air Force Chief 
of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh an-
nounced that the service had 
named its new refueling aircraft 
the “KC-46A Pegasus” – after the 
mythological winged white horse.
 The decision to name the air-
craft after the iconic figure in Greek 
mythology was announced at the 
Air Force Association’s Air Warfare 
Symposium in Orlando, Florida. The naming announcement came 
as the service was making progress on construction of the first sev-
eral aircraft and preparing for the first flight of a KC-46A baseline 
test aircraft slated for this coming summer/fall.
 The upcoming test flight of the developmental aircraft, called a 
“provisional freighter,” will begin an extensive testing process in the 
Air Force’s effort to replace its aging KC-135 and KC-10 tanker fleets.
 As part of its planning for the introduction of the KC-46 into ser-
vice, the USAF  had announced, back in July 2013, that it had stood 
up the 418th Flight Test Squadron (FTS), Detachment 1, for the KC-
46A at Boeing Field near Seattle, Washington; and, that the Air Force 
Operational Test and Evaluation Center, Defense Contract Manage-
ment Agency, and the Federal Aviation Administration would  join 
the 418th FTS at Boeing Field.
 Test work will also take place at Edwards Air Force Base (AFB) in 
California, and from the test integrated product team in the program 
office at Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio.

KC-46 Purchase Process
 The KC-46 tanker project demonstrates not just new technology 
bolted onto a 20 year old proven airframe design, it uses an all new 
purchasing process addressing the “snowball” problem for military 
projects of its type. To this end, KC-46 procurement is being 
contained through the use of several types of constraints:
	 •	 The	 provider	 of	 aircraft	 (Boeing)	 is	 to	 use	 an	 existing	 and	

functional airframe meeting all mission requirements.
	 •	 Boeing submitted a bid price that is fixed, any overrun is ab-

sorbed by manufacturer. 
	 •	 A	buffer	amount	 is	provided	as	a	 result	of	Air	Force	change	

management during build. 
	 •	 Financial	and	timely	delivery	risks	are	born	by	Boeing.

 The full list of Boeing’s do’s and don’t’s is far longer. Suffice it to 
say, it gets very complicated for Boeing to financially succeed on the 

KC-46 project. 
 In April of this year, the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) completed a milestone review of progress and cost ex-
pended on the project. The main concern from an earlier review 
completed in 2013 indicated Boeing had gone through a signifi-
cant amount of the “buffer money” mentioned earlier. Boeing re-
sponded with a report of where the money had been applied.
 The Boeing report indicated that at the out-set of the project there 
where multiple changes required, and there were normal start-up 
contingencies for a new project of this nature. By the end of the next 

year those issues should be retired 
as the project matures.
 The GAO has a concern that 
the money has become scarce for 
purposes of including additional 
engineering into the final design 
process, and establishing the build 
process. There is very little contin-
gency money remaining as the KC-
46 project moves forward. 
 However, Boeing has a couple 
cards up its sleeve. One being 
that any changes to the original 
design required by the Air Force 
are added on cost. Boeing can 
absorb the cost of the project by 
using components from its sup-
ply chain or within the Com-
pany’s R & D catalogue. Boeing 
has the  ability for cost reduction 
when the build begins.
 All current costs are a result of 

all the new implementations necessary for building this multi-
role tanker. The GAO report seems to be more of a “We’re watch-
ing you Boeing…” warning because some project money is danger-
ously low. After all the negatives the GAO could muster, it seems 
that Boeing is in good shape for moving forward with the KC-46A 
Pegasus program.
 The 767 airframe flies well and it is strong. The biggest risks are 
any new technology bolted on the aircraft. Things like fuel filling 
appliances, defensive counter measures and a host of other features 
never used before on this type of aircraft. Boeing is banking that it 
has those items covered and it is just a matter of installing and test-
ing. Its not like an all new F-35. This is sinply a seriously tricked out 
767 for military purposes.

What Does a Boeing 767-Based KC-46 Cost?
 The KC-46 total acquisition cost estimate has remained relatively 
stable since February 2011 although there have been some minor 
fluctuations among the development, procurement, and military 
construction costs that make up this estimate. The largest change is 
in the program’s development cost estimate, which has decreased by 
about $345 million, or about 5 percent.
 Development cost reductions can be attributed to fiscal year 2013 
sequestration cuts, support for DoD’s Small Business Innovative 
Research fund and cuts to a fund dedicated to tanker replacement. 
According to program officials, these reductions have not affected 
the program because it has set aside funds to address engineering 
changes, which have not occurred thus far. Overall, total acquisi-
tion and unit costs have decreased less than 1 percent and quantities 
have remained the same. 
 Boeing’s KC-46 is based on the company’s twin-engine, wide-body 
767-200ER commercial passenger plane family – the 767-2C – which 
is a freighter version of the base aircraft similar to but not identical 
with the commercial freighter version, the 767-300F. The basic plane 
can be configured either as a tanker, an air medical evacuation plane 

A 767 airframe nears completion on Boeing’s production line in 
Everrett, Washington. The 767 airframe flies well and it is strong. 
The biggest risks are any new technology bolted on the aircraft. 
Things like fuel filling appliances, defensive counter measures and 
a host of other features never used before on this type of aircraft. 
This is a seriously tricked out 767 for military purposes. (Boeing 
Courtesy Photo).
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or a cargo and/or passenger transport.
 The 767-300F has a list price of $188 million. The passenger ver-
sion, the 767-300ER, also carries a list price of $188 million. The 
commercial planes use either two General Electric Co. CF6-80C2 en-
gines that develop 62,100 pounds of thrust or two Pratt & Whitney 
PW4000 engines that develop 63,300 pounds of thrust.
 The GAO report found that the program had actually lowered 
the total cost from $51.7 billion to $51.4 billion. At that price, the 
U.S. Air Force is paying approximately $287 million per plane, and 
that does not include a parts and maintenance contract. Adding in 
the value of the long-term parts and maintenance deal would about 
double the $51.4 billion value of the contract.

Powered by Proven Engines
 The KC-46 uses two Pratt & Whitney PW4062 engines, each of 
which develops 62,000 pounds of thrust. The plane can carry more 
than 212,000 pounds of fuel (about 31,200 gallons) and has a service 
ceiling of 43,100 feet and a maximum airspeed of around 650 miles 
per hour. On 20 December 2013 Pratt & Whitney and Boeing officials 
celebrated the delivery of the first PW4062 engines for the first KC-46 
test aircraft during an event at Boeing’s Everett, Washington, facil-
ity. Howie Chandler, vice president of business development, Pratt 
& Whitney Military Engines, and Maureen Dougherty, Boeing vice 
president and program manager, KC-46 Tanker Program, addressed 
approximately 200 employees on the shop floor of Building 40-32, 
where the line of 767 commercial freighters and passenger aircraft are 
being converted into the first KC-46 flight test aircraft for the U.S. Air 
Force. Pratt & Whitney is a United Technologies Corporation.
 “The PW4000 engine family that will power these aircraft has an 
exceptional track record of performance and dependability with nu-
merous commercial customers operating the engine globally,” said 
Chandler. “We are confident in the 
PW4062 engines and know they will 
continue to perform exceptionally well 
in a military application for Boeing, 
and for our ultimate customer, the men 
and women in uniform.”
 Two Pratt & Whitney PW4062 en-
gines, each with a 94-inch fan blade di-
ameter, will power each U.S. Air Force 
KC-46A aircraft. The program’s scope, 
if fully exercised, calls for as many as 
368 PW4062 engines to be delivered 
between 2013 and 2027. Actual pro-
duction engine procurement quantities will be determined over the 
life of the program as established by future purchase orders.
 “Pratt & Whitney’s PW4062 engine offers the KC-46 Program an 
engine that has proven performance, fuel economy, and durability – 
qualities that make it the clear choice to power the KC-46A aircraft,” 
said Dougherty. “These engines bring tremendous capability to the 
KC-46A, which supports superior multi-role mission performance by 
delivering more fuel, transporting more passengers and cargo, and 
offering enhanced aeromedical capabilities to our United States Air 
Force customer.”
 Pratt & Whitney has delivered more than 2,500 PW4000-94” 
engines that have collectively logged more than 120 million flight 
hours on commercial aircraft around the world. The PW4062 is the 
highest thrust model in Pratt & Whitney’s PW4000-94” commercial 
engine family and is offered for both commercial freighter and mili-
tary applications.
 The PW4000 engine family has an outstanding safety record, high 
reliability, excellent performance and low maintenance costs. The 
PW4000-94” family meets emissions and noise regulations, and of-
fers superior fuel economy and maintainability. The PW4000-94” 
engine operates commercially on the Boeing 767, MD-11 and earlier 
Boeing 747 models.

 Boeing expects to complete the first of four test aircraft in the 
third or fourth calendar quarter of 2014, and the first test flight is 
tentively scheduled for the first quarter of 2015. The first delivery 
of a production plane to the Air Force is set for early 2016. All 179 
planes are scheduled to be delivered by 2027.

Milestones Being Met – Mostly
 The GAO progress report found that as of December 2013, Boeing 
had about $75 million of its management reserves remaining to ad-
dress identified, but unresolved development risks. There are indica-
tions that the start of initial operational test and evaluation, which 
is scheduled for May 2016, may slip 6 to 12 months. According to 
the Director of Operational Test and Evaluation, more time may 
be needed to train aircrew and maintenance personnel and verify 
maintenance procedures. 
 The program released over 90 percent of the KC-46 design draw-
ings at the critical design review, indicating that the design is stable. 
Overall, development of about 15.8 million lines of software code is 
progressing mostly according to plan. The next several months will 
be challenging as the program must complete software development, 
verify that the software works as intended, finalize developmental 
flight test planning and begin developmental flight tests. Software 
problem reports are increasing and Boeing could have difficulty 
completing all testing if more retests are needed than expected.
 Developmental flight testing activities are also a concern due to 
the need for extensive coordination among government agencies, 
the need for timely access to receiver aircraft (aircraft the KC-46 will 
refuel while in flight) and the aggressive test pace. The program of-
fice is conducting test exercises to mitigate risks and is working with 
Navy and United Kingdom officials to finalize agreements to have 
access to necessary receiver aircraft. 

 The program has also made progress 
in ensuring that the KC-46 is ready for 
low rate initial production in 2015. 
Boeing started manufacturing all four 
development aircraft on schedule. The 
program office has identified its criti-
cal manufacturing processes and veri-
fied that the processes are capable of 
producing key military subsystems in 
a production representative environ-
ment. In addition, the program has es-
tablished a reliability growth curve and 
will begin tracking its progress towards 

reaching reliability goals once testing begins. Boeing is experiencing 
some manufacturing delays due to late supplier deliveries on the first 
aircraft and parts delays for a test article of a critical aerial refueling 
subsystem, but the program has not missed any major milestones.
 With all that in mind, the GAO recommended that the Air Force 
determine the likelihood and potential effect of delays on total de-
velopment costs, and develop mitigation plans, as needed, related to 
potential delays. DoD concurred with the recommendation.

KC-46A Development Passes Halfway Point
 At the time of the GAO’s report (early April of this year), devel-
opment of the Air Force’s KC-46A Pegasus tanker was estimated 
to be about 57 percent complete, with the first flight of the test 
aircraft planned for this summer or fall, according to the top 
program official.
 The schedule announcement came as the KC-46A program was 
facing increased costs for the contractor. The GAO  outlined possible 
delays for the program and the looming threat of sequestration tar-
gets on the Air Force tanker fleet.
 “There’s always some risk in acquisition programs, and the KC-
46A program is executing as well as any acquisition program that 

“Pratt & Whitney’s PW4062 engine 
offers the KC-46 Program an engine that 
has proven performance, fuel economy, 
and durability – qualities that make it 
the clear choice to power the KC-46A 
aircraft…”
  —Maureen Dougherty,

Boeing Vice President and Program
Manager, KC-46 Tanker Program

continues on page 10 >>>
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I’ve ever been involved in, in 27 years,” Maj. Gen. John F. Thompson, 
the tanker’s executive program officer, told lawmakers on 2 April 
2014. The Air Force has scheduled the first flight of the 767 deriva-
tive this summer/fall, when it will head straight into the flight test 
program. The plane is in the factory and set to go through ground 
testing, such as vibration tests to ensure its stability.
 That aircraft, while the first for the Air Force, will be the 1,065th 
767 airframe produced, Thompson said. The established history of 
the plane will be helpful to the airmen maintaining it.
 “Airmen will actually appreciate being able to conduct mainte-
nance on aircraft that they know have had the tech data, and the 
FAA certification, literally for decades.,” Thompson said.
 The second aircraft will move from the factory in Everett, Wash-
ington, to a Boeing facility in Seattle for finishing, including the 
installation of the refueling boom and other military-specific equip-
ment such as the boom operator’s station before heading to the flight 
test program in January 2015, Thompson said.
 Production on the first aircraft has encountered a few setbacks, 
including problems with the aircraft’s electrical wiring systems and 
outer paneling, he said.
 In March, the Air Force had estimated that the development for 
the aircraft will be about $1.1 billion over budget. However, the Air 
Force’s end of the contract has been upheld and the service’s liability 
is capped at $4.9 billion, meaning the additional cost will have to be 
covered by Boeing.
 “The rest of this will be borne by the contractor so long as I haven’t 
changed requirements, I’ve paid my bills on time,” Thompson said. 
“It’s really not a big issue for us from the standpoint of execution.”
 While officials have said that the progress is mostly smooth on the 
program, there are issues that will impact continued development 
and production of the tanker. According to the GAO report, Boeing 
has delayed production of the refueling boom by almost a year due 
to design changes and late parts deliveries.
 The January 2015 test flight of the KC-46A is about 18 months 
after its critical design review, which was released in July 2013.
 “Best practices call for completing a full system-level prototype 
demonstration by the critical design review in order to show that the 
design is capable of meeting performance requirements,” the GAO 
report said.
 In response to the GAO, Air Force 
program office officials said they 
are working to mitigate risks by 
negotiating a fixed-price incentive 
development contract with firm 
“fixed” and “not to exceed” pricing 
for production.
 Additionally, the program said 
software-related issues are a risk with 
the system in concurrent testing and production, similar to prob-
lems that have delayed the F-35 program.
 “The program further stated that it plans to mitigate the risk posed 
by concurrency by ensuring that adequate testing is completed prior 
to the production decision,” the GAO said. “In addition, Boeing’s 
contract requires it to incorporate fixes into production aircraft at no 
additional cost.”
 KC-46A Pegasus development comes at a time of uncertainty 
over the future of the Air Force’s tanker fleet. While the Pegasus is 
planned to replace the KC-135 Stratotanker fleet, the service has said 
that if sequestration continues, it will be forced to divest the entire 
fleet of 59 KC-10 Extenders.
 Maj. Gen. James Jones, the assistant deputy chief of staff for op-
erations, plans and requirements, told lawmakers on 2 April that if 
the Air Force is forced to cut this fleet, it would do so as the KC-46A 
comes online.
 The KC-10 is the likely casualty of budget cuts because an Air Force 
assessment of its mobility fleets found that losing those 59 tankers 

would impose the least amount of risk on operations.
 To save the same amount of money, the service would be forced 
to cut 152 KC-135s, its entire C-5M fleet or 80 C-17s, which would be 
too big a loss for the Air Force’s mobility mission, Jones said.

L-3 TCAS System Selected for KC-46A
 Boeing has selected the T3CAS Integrated Surveillance System and 
the FA2100 Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) and Flight Data Recorder 
(FDR) system as standard avionics for the KC-46A Military Tanker 
program, according to a new announcement from L-3.
 L-3’s T3CAS is an advanced integrated surveillance system fea-
turing a Traffic Alert & Collision Avoidance System (TCAS), Terrain 
Awareness Warning System (TAWS), Mode S Transponder with Auto-
matic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) Out transmission, 
and Military Airborne Surveillance System (MASS) to provide en-
hanced situational awareness for military pilots. 
 L-3’s TCAS module within the T3CAS includes the Change 7.1 
software, which is mandated for aircraft operating in Europe by De-
cember 2015. The TCAS module was also upgraded with a hybrid 
surveillance capability that is in compliance with the FAA Technical 
Standard Order.
 “By leveraging T3CAS, Boeing is moving aviation forward to Next-
Gen flight. Our versatile T3CAS system has a core set of functions 
that includes ADS-B In and Out capabilities, enabling Boeing to of-
fer the U.S. Air Force and other military operators a unique set of 
surveillance capabilities – all coupled with our widely fielded flight 
recorder system,” said Ralph DeMarco, vice president of sales and 
marketing for L-3.

Altus, McConnell AFBs and Pease ANGB Selected
to Receive KC-46A Pegasus Aircraft
 On 23 April Air Force officials announced that Altus Air Force 
Base, Oklahoma, is the Air Force’s KC-46A Pegasus formal training 
unit and McConnell AFB, Kansas, is the first active duty-led Pegasus 
main operating base.
 “The KC-46A Pegasus aerial tanker remains one of our top three 
acquisition priorities,” said Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee 
James. “Making a final basing decision is an important step in recap-

italizing the tanker fleet. We will be-
gin to replace our aging tanker fleet 
in 2016, but even when the program 
is complete in 2028, we will have re-
placed less than half of the current 
tanker fleet and will still be flying 
over 200 half-century-old KC-135 
(Stratotankers).”
 The KC-46A will provide improved 
capability, including boom and 

drogue refueling on the same sortie, world-wide navigation and 
communication and airlift capability on the entire main deck floor. 
It is also capable of receiver air refueling, improved force protection 
and survivability, and multi-point air refueling capability.
 All three bases, Altus AFB, McConnell AFB and Pease ANGB were 
selected as preferred alternatives in May 2013. The Air Force recently 
completed the environmental analysis required by the National En-
vironmental Protection Act to provide further information concern-
ing the basing process. The formal training unit and first main oper-
ating bases will begin receiving aircraft in fiscal year 2016.
 Air Force officials analyzed operational considerations, installa-
tion attributes, economic and environmental factors for each loca-
tion before making a final basing decision. They also explained their 
rationale for the bases that were chosen.
 “The Air Force chose these bases using operational analysis, results 
of site surveys and military judgment factors,” said Timothy Bridges, 
the Air Force deputy assistant secretary for installations.
 Altus was selected as the formal training unit for the KC-46A be-

“Airmen will actually appreciate being able 
to conduct maintenance on aircraft that 
they know have had the tech data, and the 
FAA certification, literally for decades.”
   —Maj. Gen. John F. Thompson,

KC-46 Executive Program Officer
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cause it provides great training opportunities, Bridges said. There is 
significant benefit of collocating KC-46A trainers with both tanker 
and heavy receiver aircraft for training purposes.
 Altus AFB also has better infrastructure capacity and requires con-
siderably less new construction, Bridges added.
 There is already a formal training wing located at Altus AFB; 
therefore, less active-duty manpower will be required to stand up 
the training operation.
 “The Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve are vital to accom-
plishing our air refueling mission,” Bridges explained. “Therefore, 
the Air Force will also build on the existing classic association with 
the Air Force Reserve.”
 Officials said McConnell AFB was selected as the first main op-
erating base for the KC-46A because 
it has the lowest military construc-
tion costs and is located in a re-
gion of high air refueling receiver 
demand. McConnell AFB already 
has 44 KC-135 refueling aircraft as-
signed. Replacing those aircraft 
with 36 KC-46A aircraft will re-
quire the lowest manpower adjust-
ments of the candidate installations.
 With the selection of McConnell AFB, the special operations air 
refueling training mission will remain close to its primary customers 
in the Southeast. McConnell is also an ideal central location for the 
new KC-46A Regional Maintenance Training Center.
 Officials said Pease ANGB, New Hampshire, was selected as the 
first Air National Guard-led KC-46A main operating base because of 
its highly successful existing active-duty association, which would 
lead to lower active-duty manpower requirements. Its location in a 
region of high air refueling receiver demand was also a key consider-
ation. Selection of Pease ANGB minimizes the challenge of fielding a 
new weapon system and avoid having to simultaneously establish a 
new active association.
 “Tankers are the lifeblood of our joint force’s ability to respond to 
crisis and contingencies,” said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. 
Welsh III. “The Pegasus will be capable of day and night operations 
and enable a rapid, global capability that will support U.S., joint, 
allied and coalition forces. The aircraft will also underpin our hu-
manitarian missions.”
 Welsh also committed to ensuring continued support of combat-
ant commander tanker requirements during a tanker recapitalization 
effort that will last decades by continuing to fully fund upgrades and 
improvements to the KC-135 fleet.
 As the first KC-46As enter into service, older KC-135s will be re-
tired or transferred.
 Subsequent KC-46A decisions will use similar criteria.

McConnell Reserve Pilots Ready for Takeoff
 With the arrival of the new KC-46 Pegasus tanker on the horizon, 
many McConnell Air Force Base Reserve pilots are already well-ac-
quainted with the new airframe.
 Several traditional Reservists within the 18th Air Refueling Squad-
ron work regularly as commercial pilots and are already qualified by 
the Federal Aviation Administration to fly the KC-46 in its deriva-
tive form, the Boeing 767-200. With approximately 15 traditional 
Reservists who work as commercial airline pilots, the 18th ARS has 
the luxury of prior 767 airframe experience within their ranks.
 “With a new aircraft, there will be a large learning curve for ev-
eryone, including pilots and boom operators, but after the exten-
sive training program and a check-ride, all of our pilots will be 
extremely qualified on the KC-46,” said Lt. Col. Eric Vitosh, 18th 
ARS commander. “The pilots who already have Boeing 767 experi-
ence will be able to share numerous techniques on how to fly the 
jet more efficiently.”

 In addition to familiarity, the KC-46 will offer 18th ARS pilots a 
wider range of flying capabilities than the aircraft it will eventually 
replace, the more than 50-year-old KC-135 Stratotanker. It is 15 to 
20 percent larger than the KC-135 and can be configured to carry 58 
passengers, 54 aeromedical patients or 18 cargo pallets. 
 The KC-46 will feature a Boeing 767 cockpit, which is the latest 
and most technologically-advanced cockpit Boeing produces, said 
Vitosh. Engine and flight displays are large LCD screens compared 
to the original 767, which has a similar display to the one currently 
found in the KC-135. 
 Along with the updated technology in the cockpit, the handling 
of the KC-46 will be easier on 18th ARS pilots as well, said Col. Paul 
Wietbrock, 931st ARG deputy commander. Wietbrock, a traditional 

reservist, has flown the 767 for Delta 
Airlines for seven years. 
 “The KC-46 is a bigger, heavier 
airplane, with bigger landing gear 
and bigger engines, but it actually 
handles a lot lighter and is more re-
sponsive than the KC-135,” he said. 
“Along with adjusting to the con-
trols, the KC-46’s larger frame will 

enable aircrews to stow cargo, and serve as a force multiplier for Mc-
Connell’s already critical role in the air-to-air refueling mission both 
stateside and overseas.”
 While making the transition to the new KC-46 airframe may seem 
daunting, the challenge of flying a variety of aircraft is not new for 
pilots within the 18th ARS, even those who have never flown its 
derivative form. The 18th ARS currently includes former KC-10 Ex-
tender, C-17 Globemaster, E-6B Mercury, E-3 Sentry and B-1 Lancer 
pilots, said Vitosh.
 “That’s what is truly great about the Air Force Reserve,” said Wi-
etbrock. “We can bring this flying experience to the Air Force. It’s 
an exciting time for McConnell, and we are very fortunate to have 
so much of this experience [in the 18th ARS], which will make for a 
smooth transition to the KC-46.”

Behind the Scenes
 In anticipation of the final KC-46 basing decision, experts at the 
Air Force Civil Engineer Center (AFCEC), headquartered at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, have been working behind the scenes 
for more than two years, looking at both facility engineering needs 
and potential environmental impacts.
 The AFCEC  is a 1,900-person civil engineer field operating agency 
responsible for providing responsive, flexible full-spectrum installa-
tion engineering services. AFCEC missions include facility invest-
ment planning, design and construction, operations support, real 
property management, readiness, energy support, environmental 
compliance and restoration, and audit assertions, acquisition and 
program management. The unit conducts its operations at more 
than 75 locations worldwide.
 A crucial factor in the KC-46 final basing decision was the assess-
ment of possible environmental effects the new aircraft could have 
on the installation and surrounding communities.
 The definitive basing decision pended completion of an environ-
mental impact statement, or EIS, required by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act, or NEPA, and completed by AFCEC’s Air Force 
NEPA Center in less than one year, officials said.
 “As far as we know, this is the first major weapon system beddown 
EIS completed within a 12-month time frame,” said Dale Clark, the 
Air Force NEPA Center director. “While all EISs can’t be completed 
that quickly, in this case we were driven by a tight basing timeline 
and aided by terrific cooperation from the bases and major com-
mands involved in the process.”
 With the basing decision finalized, AFCEC’s facility engineering 

“The KC-46 is a bigger, heavier airplane, with 
bigger landing gear and bigger engines, but it 
actually handles a lot lighter and is more 
responsive than the KC-135…”
          —Col. Paul Wietbrock,

931st ARG deputy commander

continues on page 12 >>>
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directorate began awarding construction contracts. To be able to 
award the construction contracts at the earliest opportunity, AFCEC 
began working with Air Mobility Command in 2011 to develop facil-
ity requirements that could be adapted to non-specific locations.
 “The uncertainty regarding the final site locations meant we 
needed to develop standard designs that could easily be site-
adapted to the final site locations selected,” said Thomas Hodges, 
the AFCEC branch chief responsible for the KC-46A military 
construction program. “Now that we have the final basing 
decision, we are poised to move quickly and begin awarding the 
actual construction contracts.”
 The preparatory work made it possible for construction projects to 
be awarded only weeks after the basing decision was finalized.
 “AFCEC did an exceptional job in meeting the aggressive strate-
gic basing timeline and is now ready to execute a facility construc-
tion program in line with the first aircraft delivery in 2016 for Al-
tus and McConnell,” said Alexander Karibian, the AMC/A7 KC-46A 
lead. “With the EIS being the long pole in the tent, AFCEC agencies 
successfully aligned the potential construction awards to the final 
record of decision of the EIS – an unimaginable feat, which was ac-
complished in less than a year.”
 Altus AFB will be initiating more than $30 million in construction 
across five projects this year, to include construction of a fuselage 
trainer, a flight trainer simulator facility, squadron operations facil-
ity addition and an addition to a fuel cell hangar, as well as modifica-
tions and renovations to an existing Operations Group facility.
 McConnell AFB has eight projects planned for fiscal year 2014, 
totaling more than $219 million. Projects include construction of 
one- and three-bay maintenance hangars, a two-bay corrosion con-
trol and fuel cell maintenance hangar, a flight simulator building 
and a dormitory. Additional projects include apron space additions 
and fuel hydrant expansions, as well as alterations to other miscel-
laneous facilities. Five additional projects, totaling $34 million, are 
slated for fiscal 2015.
 AFCEC’s facility engineering directorate was able to package sev-
eral facility requirements into the same contract, and anticipates sig-
nificant time and cost savings as a result, Hodges said.
 In addition to the construction planned at Altus and McConnell 
AFBs, AFCEC engineers are also preparing for future infrastructure 
development at Tinker AFB, Oklahoma, which will be providing de-
pot maintenance for the KC-46A. The NEPA Center is currently fi-
nalizing an environmental assessment at the installation, with con-
struction planned to begin in fiscal 2015.
 AFCEC will be managing the construction contracts and provid-
ing oversight at all three installations. [Construction plans for Pease 
ANGB, New Hampshire, had not yet been announced at the time of 
this writing].
  The first refueling tankers are scheduled to arrive in 2016, part of 
a 15-year beddown plan which will require additional basing deci-
sions and military construction projects.

Boeing Reports KC-46A Loss, Plays Down Wider Concerns
 Boeing blamed a wiring redesign on the KC-46A program for a 
$272 million forward loss announced on 24 July in a second quar-
ter earnings filing, but dismisses a government estimate predicting 
more delays and up to another $515 million in cost overruns.
 Even though the KC-46A is based on the 35-year-old airframe of 
the 767, Boeing was forced to redesign the wiring system late in the 
development phase, says Greg Smith, Boeing’s chief financial officer.
That change required Boeing to increase spending to keep the pro-
gram on track to deliver 18 operational aircraft to the US Air Force 
by August 2017, as required by the fixed-price contract with a $4.9 
billion ceiling, Smith says.
 The charge comes three months after the aforementioned report 
by the GAO disclosed that Boeing was estimating a $271 million cost 
overrun on the contract, or only $1 million less than charge reported 

on 24 July.
 The same GAO report also disclosed that the air force was estimat-
ing a $787 million cost overrun on the program, for which Boeing 
would be solely responsible to cover under the terms of the contract.
Although the air force took a more pessimistic view than Boeing, 
the wiring redesign was not among the most significant risks cited 
in the GAO report.
 The GAO instead cited the program’s software maturity and “ag-
gressive” flight test schedule as the most likely causes for possible 
delays of six to 12 months for reaching the initial operational capa-
bility milestone in August 2017.
 Boeing chief executive and president Jim McNerney says he “dis-
agrees with that assessment.” The KC-46A flight test schedule was 
planned using commercial practices that, McNerney says, are more 
efficient than the military’s system.
 “Other than the problems that Greg described on the wiring – 
wiring bundle separation on the detailed design – the rest of the 
program is moving along well,” McNerney says, although he added a 
caveat. “It doesn’t mean that something can’t crop up in the future,” 
he says, “but we don’t see it now.“

Boeing Targets Third-Quarter Start of KC-46A Flight Testing
 Boeing is targeting the third quarter of this year for the maiden 
flight of a 767-2C “provisioned freighter” that will become one of 
the first U.S. Air Force KC-46A aerial refueling tankers. The company 
acknowledged encountering what it described as typical issues in the 
tanker’s development, and that it slipped an internal goal to fly the 
aircraft for the first time in June.
 Speaking with aviation reporters in Everett, Washington, Chuck 
Johnson, Boeing vice president for Air Force mobility, recalled Boe-
ing’s experience with the 787 Dreamliner flight-test program, which 
was rescheduled multiple times before the commercial jet made its 
maiden flight in December 2009. “I would say [the 767-2C] will fly 
when she’s ready to fly – a lesson learned from the 787, where we kept 
trying to put a date out there [under] lots of pressure,” he said. “Our 
target date is the third quarter.”
 While issues have come up in the KC-46A development, Boeing 
remains on track to deliver 18 combat-ready tankers by 2017 as the 
Air Force requires, Johnson said. “Is there a major thing that’s hap-
pened and we’re all trying to figure out what to do – no,” he related. 
“Are there many things that have come up as we’ve gone through lab 
testing as well as actually manufacturing the jet? Yes, there are those 
kinds of things. But there are fixes; those are just typical things.”
 At the Everett plant, Boeing was assembling the initial four tank-
ers the Air Force ordered in February 2011 under the $4.4 billion 
KC-46A engineering and manufacturing development (EMD) pro-
gram. The first EMD aircraft to reach final assembly was a baseline 
767-2C provisioned freighter the manufacturer will use to earn an 
amended type certificate from the Federal Aviation Administration 
before installing the aerial refueling components and military avi-
onics planned for the tanker. Boeing executives said the -2C variant 
has a 767-200 fuselage and -300 wing. The EMD1 aircraft was fitted 
with a modified KC-10 aerial refueling boom for ground vibration 
testing. Normally, refueling booms will be installed at a finishing 
center at Boeing Field after the tankers roll out of Everett.
 The second EMD aircraft to join the flight-test program will be a 
full KC-46A, for which Boeing will seek an FAA supplemental type 
certificate as well as military certification. Two of the four EMD air-
craft will start flight-testing as 767-2Cs; eventually they will be con-
verted to KC-46As. Boeing will build and deliver to the U.S. Air Force 
179 KC-46As by 2027 if all options under the contract are exercised.
 Beyond the Air Force’s total requirement for 179 tankers through 
2027, Boeing is seeking international customers for the KC-46A. Ja-
pan’s Air Self-Defense Force operates four KC-767 tankers and has 
a requirement for three more tankers in its mid-term defense plan 
through 2018. Boeing expects that selection in the fourth quarter of 
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next year.
 The manufacturer also awaits a requirement for three to eight 
tankers from a European consortium of the Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland and Belgium. Poland may seek its own national tanker 
solution independent of the grouping.
 The government of South Korea was accepting bids through June 
to supply four aerial refueling tankers for its air force, a competition 
pitting the KC-46A against the Airbus A330 Multirole Tanker Trans-
port (MRTT) and Israel Aerospace Industries, offering the converted 
Boeing 767-300ER Multi Mission Tanker Transport, The Korea Times 
reported. Boeing expects Korea, a first-time tanker buyer, will make 
a selection in the fourth quarter.
 The contract with South Korea is worth about $1.38 billion, ac-
cording to a report from Reuters. That works out to roughly $345 
million per airplane. At that price, the contract almost certainly in-
cludes a parts and maintenance deal in addition to the planes.
 The South Korean government is helping make up the difference 
that Boeing incurred for underbidding the contract. The company 
plans to eat about $200 million in development costs, which it 
plans to make up with higher volumes and parts sales.
 “We’ve been a strategic and industrial partner with the Repub-
lic of Korea for more than six decades and remain committed to 
helping Korea strengthen its defense capabilities and aerospace in-
dustry,” said Eric John, president of Boeing Korea. “With the KC-
46, Korea will acquire a force-multiplier and the ability to operate 
seamlessly with the U.S. Air Force during combat and humanitar-
ian relief operations.” 
 Boeing made the offer in response to Korea’s request for proposals 
for an aerial refueling tanker. Korea’s Defense Acquisition and Pro-
gram Administration is expected to complete its competition by the 
end of this year.
 “Based on the proven 767 airframe, which has an in-service readi-
ness rate of approximately 99 percent as an airliner, freighter and 
tanker, the KC-46 will be able to fulfill more mission requirements 
with fewer aircraft than is possible today,” added Chuck Johnson, 
Boeing vice president, Air Force Programs.
 In 2013, Boeing spent over $400 million with Korean companies, 
up from $340 million in 2012 – maintaining Korea’s position in the 
top quartile of nations with which Boeing does business.   

 More than 50 Korean companies provided products and services 
for Boeing production and sustainment programs, research and 
development and a broad range of internal services that support 
Boeing operations.

McConnell AFB KC-46A Groundbreaking Marks
Giant Step Forward for Air Refueling
 A new era in Air Force air refueling capabilities took a giant step 
forward on 30 June at McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas.
 Shovels overturned the first piles of dirt during a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new KC-46A Pegasus at McConnell AFB. The cer-
emony symbolized significant progress in the KC-46A program and 
heralded that construction in preparation for the Pegasus’ arrival has 
officially started. 
 The construction includes a two-bay corrosion control and fuel 
cell hangar, a three-bay general maintenance hangar, a one-bay gen-
eral maintenance hangar and an aircraft parking apron.
 General Darren McDew, Air Mobility Command commander; 
Brig. Gen. John Flournoy, Jr., 4th Air Force, Air Force Reserve Com-
mand commander; Col. Joel Jackson, 22nd Air Refueling Wing com-
mander; and other distinguished visitors had the honor of shoveling 
the first clumps of earth.
 While the official party broke ground on the project, 
McDew acknowledged that the mission is really carried out 
by the McConnell community.
 “Air Refueling is vital to Rapid Global Mobility - the AMC Air-
men that maintain, operate and support our tanker fleet put the 
‘global’ in global reach, vigilance and power. The KC-46A Pegasus 
will ensure we can continue to provide our nation with this amaz-
ing capability. The success of our global air mobility enterprise de-
pends on strong leaders, and this ceremony is about the men and 
women of McConnell boldly forging the future of our air refueling 
operations,” said McDew. “I have faith and trust they will exceed 
my expectations.”
 McConnell AFB will be the first active duty-led main operating 
base for the new KC-46A, which is part of a three phase effort to 
recapitalize the Air Force’s tanker fleet. Jackson reflected on the 
current tanker’s history.

Gen. Darren McDew, Air Mobility Command commander; Brig. Gen. John Flournoy, Jr., 4th Air Force, Air Force Reserve Command com-
mander; Col. Joel Jackson, 22nd Air Refueling Wing commander; and other distinguished visitors break ground, 30 June 2014, at McConnell 
Air Force, Kan. They officially started the construction of several KC-46A Pegasus maintenance facilities during a groundbreaking ceremony. 
McConnell will be the first base to receive the Pegasus in 2016. (U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier)

continues on page 14 >>>
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 “Since 1971, McConnell has been the Air Force’s premier tanker 
base flying the venerable KC-135,” said Jackson. “In 1995, we became 
one of three Air Force super tanker wings, and would eventually be-
come the largest tanker base in the Air Force.”
 McConnell will be the first base to beddown the Pegasus, expect-
ed in 2016.
 While the Air Force is preparing a new generation of tankers, Mc-
Connell’s mission will stay the same – to deliver war-fighting capa-
bility today and tomorrow.
 “Be it the past or the future, our mission success has, and will 
always depend on the men and women of Team McConnell,” said 
Jackson. “We are prepared and honored as a total force team to forge 
the future of aerial refueling with the arrival of the KC-46A fleet.”

Altus AFB Breaks Ground for KC-46A Construction
 Officials broke ground on a new construction project at Altus Air 
Force Base, Oklahoma, on 7 August.
 The ceremony marked the beginning of a months-long effort to 
prepare for the arrival of the newest refueling aircraft in the Air 
Force fleet, the KC-46A Pegasus.
 Air Education and Training Command Commander Gen. Robin 
Rand, Oklahoma Senator Mike Schulz and 97th Air Mobility Wing 
Commander Col. Bill Spangenthal attended the event, along with 
civic leaders from the area and members of the wing.
 Spangenthal spoke of the refueling heritage the men and women 
of the 97th have thus far accomplished and declared the future to be 
just as successful. “It’s clear we’ve come a long way from our humble 
beginnings of communicating via flashlight signals and pumping fuel 
by hand into aircraft wing tanks,” said the colonel. “Today, we proud-
ly train the greatest Airmen in the world to operate both C-17s and 
KC-135s. And soon, the KC-46 will take to the skies of Altus continu-
ing our legacy of creating the world’s best mobility aircrew members.”
 The new construction is estimated at $56 million and will include 
a flight training center, a fuselage training facility, new aircraft han-
gars and renovations for a combined squadron operations and air-
craft maintenance unit facility.
 The 97th Air Mobility Wing, already home to the Air Force’s 
C-17 Globemaster III cargo aircraft and KC-135 refueling aircraft 
formal training units, was announced in April as the new training 

Members of the official party, including the commander of Air Education and Training Command Gen. Robin Rand and 97th Air Mobility 
Wing Commander Col. Bill Spangenthal, break ground for new KC-46 Pegasus construction projects during a ceremony 7 August 2014. In 
Southwest Oklahoma fashion, the group wore cowboy construction hats for the dig. The new construction is estimated at $56 million and 
will include a flight training center, a fuselage training facility, new aircraft hangars and renovations for a combined squadron operations and 
aircraft maintenance unit facility. (Courtesy photo).

host for the Pegasus. 
 Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James visited Airmen at 
Altus in April and confirmed the Oklahoma base as the future home 
of the KC-46 during an Airmen’s call. “The studies are done, the 
evaluation is complete and the verdict is in,” said James. “I am very 
pleased and honored to tell you that Altus will be the formal train-
ing unit for the KC-46A Pegasus.”
 Training is expected to begin sometime in 2016, once the first air-
craft are delivered and instructor pilots have received the necessary 
qualifications.
 Altus was selected as the formal training unit for the KC-46A be-
cause it provides great training opportunities, said Timothy Bridges, 
the Air Force deputy assistant secretary for installations. Altus AFB 
also has better infrastructure capacity and requires considerably less 
new construction to train aircrew on the new airframe.
 Bringing the KC-46 to Altus is an important phase of modern-
izing the current refueling fleet. The first KC-135s entered service 
in 1957, and though there have been numerous upgrades through 
the years, the KC-46 will provide improved capability, includ-
ing boom and drogue refueling on the same sortie, world-wide 
navigation and communication and airlift capability on the en-
tire main deck floor. It is also capable of receiver air refueling, 
improved force protection and survivability, and multi-point air 
refueling capability.
 “Tankers are the lifeblood of our joint force’s ability to respond 
to crises and contingencies,” said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark 
A. Welsh III of the new tanker. “The Pegasus will be capable of day 
and night operations and enable a rapid, global capability that will 
support U.S., joint, allied and coalition forces. The aircraft will also 
underpin our humanitarian missions.”
 With 179 new KC-46 aircraft expected to enter service through 
fiscal year 2028, the training mission at Altus is expected to be 
fully operational by 2023 and will train approximately 475 aircrew 
each year.
 “The Mighty 97th looks forward to training on our newest tanker 
and assisting the Air Force in meeting future warfighter needs. In 
fact, as the Air Force becomes leaner, more efficient and more inno-
vative, the sky’s the limit for what the Airmen of Altus Air Force Base 
can achieve with our new mission set,” said Spangenthal.
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Convention Information Contacts:
Hotel Room Reservations & Info: Miles Wiley: (703) 409-7102 | Rooms@atalink.org

Please use this info only if you DO NOT have an assigned POC. Contact your assigned POC first!
Info needed to secure a room: Your Name; Number of Rooms Requested;

Arrival Date/Time; Departure Date/Time; Phone Number; and E-Mail Address.
 Convention Information & Registration: Bud & Pam Traynor: (703) 385-2802 | ata@atalink.org

 Technology Exposition (exhibits): Bob Dawson: (828) 455-7426 | Exhibits@atalink.org
A/TQ Articles / Stories / Ad Specs: Collin Bakse: (618) 235-5070 | ATQ@atalink.org

 A/TQ Advertising: Doug Lynch: (321) 415-2191 | Advertising@atalink.org
Seminars: Jef frey Bigelow: (757) 784 -8306 | Seminars@atalink.org

Golf Tournament: Wally Herzog (817) 243-5659 | Golf@atalink.org
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 A/TA Convention fees are low – We charge everyone for anything that they attend. This means an exhibitor, regardless of his company’s 
booth or Corporate Membership payments, must individually register and pay.
 Individual membership – regular, corporate or life, allows you to register with the member rate discount. You may pay for membership 
and convention in the same transaction using two (2) cards. We recommend that you not use a Government Card to pay for any personal 
fees, e.g. golf or guest registration. A Registration Form is located on page 28, however, the preferred method for Registration is to use the 
Online Registration process. Please read all the instructions, especially the Cancellation Instructions – if you must cancel call Bud and 
Pam at (703) 385-2802 – but CANCEL BEFORE THE CONVENTION STARTS or we will “spend” your money! Full registration includes 
all events (except golf, $125, and your hotel, of course). The Member Rate is a membership benefit. To register at the member rate, your 
membership must be current through at least November. The membership fee is non-refundable – even if you subsequently don’t attend 
for any reason .

 You can pay membership fees with registration. Membership fees are: $40 1 Year; 
$110 3 Year; $500 Life.
 No partial registrations except for Social Guests of full registrants.
 We take VISA, MC, Discover or Amex but only with SSN last-4 and email address, 
card number, exp date, CVV and “signature.” We currently cannot handle purchase 
orders or bank transfers for memberships or registrations. We take checks with 
mailed forms.
 Spouses who are A/TA members should complete a separate form for proper recog-
nition. Use one form for you the registrant and your social guest. Guests of Regis-
trants register at Registrants rate (without a separate membership fee).
 If you have more than one guest, please call (703-385-2802) to provide the addi-
tional names.
 Guest-Banquet-only pre-registrations are permitted. You can use a second card for 
your personal portion.
 Registrants may receive the early rate only if a completed form and full payment 
are postmarked or received by 15 September. After 15 September, the higher pre-
convention rates will prevail – no exceptions. Incomplete forms OR payment will 
NOT qualify for early rate. Payment must accompany form, regardless of method of 
payment. On error, please call us – do not send duplicate or “updated” forms. Call 
(703-385-2802 or email us at ata@atalink.org).
 No web input or mail can be received after 1700 EST 23 October because the office 
will be unmanned.
 You may register at the A/TA registration desk upon arrival at the on-site rate.
 And sorry, no, you can’t pay now and send names later.
 This year our fees are exceptionally low – Accordingly, we must charge everyone for 
anything that they attend. This means each exhibitor, regardless of his company’s booth 
or Corporate Membership payments, must individually register and pay (or use a certifi-
cate - see http://atalink.org/Exhibitors/Overview.aspx#certificate for clarification).

Attendance Fee Chart:

2014 Convention, Symposium & Technology Exposition

— Rules of Engagement —
These instructions are very complete and sometimes a bit negative, (sorry).

Please read this stuff anyway – administrative staff especially! We know that you may be filling the Registration Form on page 
28 out for someone else; but your mistake will still be charged to the attendee.

And PLEASE don’t call Bud and Pam in lieu of reading the instructions -- they will only refer you back here or to the same infor-
mation online (http://www.atalink.us/Convention/Instructions.aspx). we’ve tried to cover all contingencies.

FULL REGISTRATION OPTIONS EARLY-REGISTRATION  PRE-REGISTRATION ONSITE-REGISTRATION
 (≤ 9/15) (9/16 – 10/23) (≥ 10/29) 
All Members
(on orders or not) $245 $285 $325

Non-Members on Orders
 

$325 $365 $405

Non-Member
Non-Government  $470 $470 $470

 On-Orders No Banquet
(Does not apply to Contractors)  -$65

Golf  $125

Social Guest Only Registration:
The following events are all included in full registration, but are available for social 
guests/spouse. Thursday Reception: $100; Friday Program: $175; Friday Reception: 
$100; Saturday Program: $175; Banquet: $65; Sunday Brunch: $50.

Rules of Engagement continue on next page. >>>
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Hotel Room Rates:
The hotel room rates at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention 
Center are as follows:

Military/Civil Service Traveling On Orders:
$122 per night plus tax (no resort fee). Subject to change on 1 Oct

Corporate Rate:
$194 per night plus $18 resort fee (plus tax on both)

Military Double* Traveling on Orders:
$194 per night plus tax (no resort fee)

Taxes: State tax is 9.25%; Occupancy tax is 6%; City Tax $2.50

*Military Double is defined as two people, both on orders, sharing a 
room and splitting the cost equally between them.

Expanded Rules of Engagement & Other Information:

We know that the instructions for the registration form have be-
come quite lengthy. But this is to allow the maximum flexibility 
for the registrant. Without the complexity, cancellation and refund 
opportunities would be impossible. There are limits to the flexibility 
however. When Bud and Pam move to the convention site (after 23 
Oct ), so moves the entire A/TA “headquarters office.” The A/TA 
office phone, (703) 385-2802 will be forwarded to Bud’s cell phone. 

Membership:
 Membership must be current through November to register at the 
member rate. The membership fee is non-refundable. No exceptions. 
When you log in, you will be shown what your membership dues sta-
tus is. PLEASE, if you wish to register at the member rate and need to 
pay dues, please, please do it as you register on the registration form 
-- even if you are paying for registration with a “company card” as 
you can use two different cards on the form. No need to first become 
a member separately (it doubles our processing workload).

Registration:
 The only option is FULL registration. No line-item registrations are 
available except for social guests of full registrants. You may register 
as a Non-Member or with a member discount. If you choose to regis-
ter as a non-member and are not Government or military, you must 
pay the full non-government non-military non-member rates. Guests 
register at the registrant’s rate.
 If you have a correction, just call or email us. Payment must always 
accompany the form, regardless of method of payment or form. Reg-
istration forms with checks MUST be mailed together. Marrying them 
up later is too time consuming and error generating. When you regis-
ter online you will be emailed a receipt to the address you gave. This 
receipt cannot be re-created so print and save it for your voucher. If 
you do not immediately receive an email receipt, presume you gave 
us a bad email address. Login again and check your email address. Ev-
eryone with a valid email address will be sent an email confirmation 
when the registration is processed. A backup online receipt can then be 
obtained after logging in with your name and last-4.
 Early registration is an incentive to register early for administra-
tive processing reasons – not just for early payment of the money. 
This means, for example, if you do not have the name of a registrant, 
you cannot just pay by the deadline and get an early rate. Similarly, 
if you want to register someone after the early registration deadline, 
you must pay the higher rate for the new person as appropriate. The 
canceled person will be reimbursed at the rate paid (less cancellation 
fee and dues, if applicable).
 To register at the member rate, membership must be current 
through November. The membership fee is non-refundable. Mem-
bers may receive the early rate only if this completed form and full 
payment are postmarked or received by 15 Sep . Incomplete forms or 
incomplete payment do not qualify for early rate. Use one form for 
a registrant and non-member social guest; your guest registers at the 
member rate. Spouses, who are A/TA members, should complete a 

separate form. We can take VISA/MC/Amex/Discover. You must in-
clude your SSN-last-4, email address, card number, exp date, CVV 
and “signature.” Full registration includes all events except golf.
 Postmark a mailed registration NLT 16 Oct to ensure it arrives be-
fore the office moves to the hotel. After that, plan on web NLT 1700 
EST, 23 Oct , or registering at the hotel at the on-site rates.

No Substitutions:
 There can be no registration substitutions. Individuals may be 
canceled; and new individuals may register. Specifically, no one may 
capture someone else’s early rate after the early deadline. We cannot 
“bank” funds. This restriction applies to checks as well. Remember a 
new registration must have all information supplied on a new form. 
Dues are neither transferable nor refundable to a person cancelling. 
(See cancellation instructions).

GPC Cards (formerly known as IMPAC):
 A/TA can take any Visa, MasterCard. Amex or Discover card. If 
use of your Government Purchase Card is approved, it may only 
be used individually online. All tracking must be managed at the 
local level. We treat all registrations as individual registrations. We 
would prefer that all registration information, including dues pay-
ments if applicable, be received at the same time via the web reg-
istration (http://www.atalink.org). Every person who is submitted 
must be a current member through November to get the member 
discount. Some organizations have given individuals paper copies 
(with a separate credit card for dues and/or guest registration) to 
the card manager who then keys in both the Group card number 
for registration and the individual’s personal card info for any per-
sonal items (dues, guests, etc.). You can download a PDF version for 
this use, but may only submit the registration online. While you 
may, it is not necessary to do membership first; please do both at 
the same time.
 Log in anytime (http://www.atalink.org) to view membership and 
registration status. (When we’re very busy it might not be updated 
immediately).

Exhibitors:
 In A/TA, exhibitors are attendees as well as exhibitors, and as such, 
pay the nominal registration fee. There are no reduced rate or partial 
registrations, however, there are limited free full-registration certifi-
cates based on exhibit size. Please see details in the Exhibitor Package 
and the Exhibitor page for exhibiting information.

Bring a Social Guest/Spouse:
 Social guests attend at the registrant’s rate. If you have already reg-
istered, just call us with your additions: (703) 385-2802. Bringing a 
spouse for the whole time and only registering him/her for the Ban-
quet is ill advised. Shopping can cost more than full registration.

Remember, ALL including Guests, Must Pay:
 Everyone including guests, must pay for any event no matter how 
“short” the intended visit. (This includes guests accompanying you to 
the hospitality suites). There are no “free” or “reduced-rate” options for 
children of any age. (See the Attendance Fee Schedule on Page 17).

Arrival Recommendations: 
 Please schedule all transportation to arrive as early in the day as 
possible to allow you to pick up your registration materials. You can 
find a list of Local Airport Transportation Suggestions on the conven-
tion page of the website http://atalink.org/forms/airport_transporta-
tion_Nashville.htm. All registration volunteers attend the opening 
reception (so far at 1900); you may be delayed if you have not com-
pleted your registration prior to 1845. 
 **Have your photo ID ready** 
 Recommend, if possible, you hit the Convention registration desk 
even prior to checking in to your hotel room. It will be a lot easier on 
you!
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Cancellation:
 Cancellation Fees. $30 through 15 Sep; $40 through 23 Oct ; $50 
thereafter. (This includes changing charges from one card to an-
other.) Refunds may be made based on your cancellation confirma-
tion number, obtained after personal cancellation with Bud or Pam 
Traynor, prior to 1800 CDT on Thurs, 30 Oct , at (703) 385-2802; You 
should do this yourself, rather than depend on friends or other work-
ers. Card refunds should be made automatically to your card within 
a day of your request; check payment will be refunded individually 
by check to each individual. Refund requests without a cancellation 
number will not be honored; so when you talk to Bud or Pam, be 
SURE to get one! We intend to process all refunds before year end. 
You do not need to give a reason for your cancellation: however, no 
duty or family emergency releases you from your responsibility to 
cancel or from the cancellation fee. And again: Membership dues are 
not refundable.

Every year, we have soulful requests for exceptions to our 
rules on refunds, including membership refunds. Sorry, but 
we don’t grant exceptions. Ever.

2014 Room Reservations:
 A/TA does not limit convention participation, nor is there any 
shortage of rooms, despite any appearance of a local “quota.” If you 
want to attend, you may attend and we will take care of you.
 Please open the Rooms ROE pdf document on-line (http://www.
atalink.org) for detailed procedures. If you have any questions, please 
email OUR ROOMS POC at atarooms@cox.net.
 Each Exhibiting company should have a room POC that individu-
als should contact for rooms assistance. If you do not have a room 
reservation POC, contact atarooms@cox.net.

 DO NOT negotiate individual or independent group con-
tracts with hotels. You may be contacted by a third party 
offering a reduced room rate for this year’s event. These 
groups have NO standing with A/TA or any of the hotels. We 
STRONGLY recommend you do not use these third parties 
to secure room reservations. Independent contracts create a 
personal liability for YOU, the signer. The A/TA will have no 
ability to help YOU out of that liability! You may forfeit A/TA 
transportation help as well.

2014 Room Reservation Cancellation policy: 
 All room reservations will be done via Pass Key, a secure, web based 
program. The hotel will not hold any reservations unless secured by a 
credit card.
 Reservations are automatically guaranteed by charging a one-room 
plus tax deposit. For refunds, room reservations must be cancelled 
five (5) days before the reservation’s arrival date.

Venerable Members:
 For our Venerable Members who have reached age 70 and have 
been members of the Association for 20+ years, the Association sets 
aside a limited number of hotel rooms at a reduced rate. Please e-mail 
atarooms@cox.net to reserve your room. Since it is a limited number 
of rooms, it will be on a first come, first served basis.

On-Site App:
 A/TA will be using an app that you can download to your smart 
phone. The app will contain the schedule, information on the semi-
nars, exhibit hall layout and more much. There will be a link on the 
website when available for download.

Distinguished Visitor (DVs) Information:
 The Airlift/Tanker Association members are very fortunate to have 
strong support from our senior leadership who attend the convention 
and participate in our symposium events.
 To attend the Symposium and Technology Exposition, you must 
register. The registration fee covers food and beverage expenses, au-

diovisual support, meeting room rental fees, administrative cost and 
other fees associated with running a conference. Except for the Ban-
quet on Saturday night and Sunday brunch,all refreshment events 
take place in the exhibit hall and, therefore, in and among the ex-
hibits. We prefer that all who attend pay the registration fees for the 
period they have elected to attend. However, the Association would 
like to further offer non-AMC invited speakers, arriving and depart-
ing on the day of their presentation and not remaining overnight, to 
attend any non-banquet activities on the day of their presentation. 
Please call Bud or Pam Traynor, (703) 385-2802 to arrange. Please see 
the Association’s legal opinion/recommendation concerning possible 
ethical considerations.
Schedule:
 See general overview and block diagram on Page 16. The format 
and general timing will be similar to previous years. 
Seminar Topics:
 To propose seminar topics, contact Jeff Bigelow: (757) 784-8306 | 
Seminars@atalink.org.
Protocol:
 AMC Protocol will be available in a limited capacity. Ques-
tions may be directed to Ms Patti Cost, patti.cost@scott.af.mil 
or (618) 229-2555.
DV Accommodations:
 AMC Protocol, Patti Cost, will take care of Active/ARC O-9s and 
above. All other Flag Officers (Retired and Active/ARC O-7s/O-8s) 
should initially work room requirements with their base POC for 
rooms. If the base/unit does not have a POC rooms, please contact 
Miles Wiley (rooms@atalink.org).
DV Fees:
 The full registration fee covers EVERYTHING (except golf and 
lodging) from Thursday evening through Sunday brunch. We recom-
mend full registration if you are attending more than two events. 
We keep the cost for everyone extremely low to allow maximum par-
ticipation. Please see fee overview. For non-mobility-oriented, invited 
guest speakers, membership in the association is desired, of course, 
but by no means required to qualify for the member registration rate.
 All other guests, attendees, communication specialists, local com-
pany executives who “just want to see the exhibit,” children, parents, 
etc. should expect to “pay to play.” We are non-profit; please under-
stand that our low fees don’t allow for largesse. Contact Bud Traynor, 
ata@atalink.org or (703) 385-2802 for further guidance.
DV Registration:
 The registration instructions are quite lengthy in order to cover all 
contingencies. DV registration should be done through the website 
(http://www.atalink.org). Start with the Convention tab. It has all the 
general hotel, etc. information. At the bottom of that page is a link to 
the instructions page. At the bottom of that page is a link taking you 
to the registration instructions themselves. Please don’t skip either 
page; -- they should answer all your questions. You should log in with 
the DV’s FirstName, LastName and Last-4.
 When you arrive, Protocol will have registration badges, etc., for 
Active/ARC 3- and 4-star attendees/equivalents. For all retired DVs 
and Active/ARC 1- and 2-star attendees/equivalents, there will be a 
special DV registration desk station where the DV should pick up his 
or her registration badge and materials.

Award Winner Information:
 Obviously, there are many other AMC awards not specifically 
sponsored by A/TA. If the individual award you won is not on our 
list on the Association website (http://www.atalink.org), these ben-
efit instructions do not apply! Some Wing awards confer free special 
memberships for a chosen lot. These do not confer individual-award 
status.

Rules of Engagement continue on next page. >>>
 A/TA gives/adds a year’s special membership in the Association to 
all A/TA award winners.
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 All Awardees must individually register. Please do it online (http://
www.atalink.org). Awardees travel at the government’s convenience 
and should seek unit TDY reimbursement as appropriate. A/TA does 
NOT pay for room or registration. The fee will be determined by 
when awardee registers (early, pre, or onsite)!
 We can see dues status and will credit Awardees when they register. 
Awardee should put a comment in the “Remarks to Registrar” block 
that they are an award winner.
 A/TA will block (not pay for) one double room for each awardee in 
the primary hotel.
 Awardees should “claim” that reservation by contacting Col (Ret) 
Barb Jacob at AMC at 618-229-7899.
 A/TA will automatically seat the Awardee and one registered guest 
at the Hall of Fame Banquet, at special tables up front. Advise Col Ja-
cob of the name of the intended guest. Call Bud & Pam to register any 
additional social guests. Coordinate the nearby seating of additional 
guests at banquetseating@atalink.org.
 Award Winners should plan to arrive and depart in coorination 
with their units.

Air Mobility Technology Exposition Exhibitor Information:
 Exhibiting at the Airlift Tanker Association annual convention and 
Air Mobility Symposium & Technology Exposition is an experience 
like no other. Exhibitors and attendees are participants together in 
the airlift and tanker community’s premier event.
 2014 Exhibitor Package items can be downloaded at http://www.
atalink.org/Exhibitors/Package.aspx.
 Please note that exhibit-booth fees and exhibiting-personnel fees 
are separate.
 Every attendee – exhibitor or otherwise – must log in to submit an 
individual registration.
 A/TA’s VP for Industry, Bob Dawson, coordinates all booth requests 
and takes booth payments. Bob also has a busy day job – try back 
later or email him if no immediate answer. Bob’s cell number is 828-
455-7426. His email address is: exhibits@atalink.org
 AGAIN THIS YEAR A/TA has re-instated the policy of free exhibit 
registration certificates for paying industry exhibitors only, based on 
the following formula: For one to three paid exhibit spaces purchased 
– one free individual registration. For four to nine paid exhibit spaces 
purchased – two free individual registrations. Eight or more paid ex-
hibit spaces purchased – three free registrations.
 We are officially referring to the exhibit areas as the AIR MOBILITY 
TECHNOLOGY EXPOSITION. There will be more exhibit hours; and, 
the pre-banquet reception will not be in the exhibit areas, so your 
tear-down can be earlier.
 Except for the, Banquet on Saturday night, and the Sunday Brunch, 
all refreshment events take place in the Air Mobility Technology Ex-
position (formerly just called the exhibit hall) and, therefore, in and 
among the exhibits. (Please note that as like last year, the pre-ban-
quet reception this year will not be in the exhibit area.)
 While the Symposium schedule will not be published until ap-
proximately 30 days prior to the convention, you can see a general 
overview and block diagram on Page 16. To propose topics, contact 
the Symposium Chairman, Jeff Bigelow. Association Members can 
Login to obtain a link to last year’s schedule for a general idea of 
types of activities and speakers. You will need to enter the SSN Last-4 
that you gave when you joined or registered.
 The Airlift/Tanker Association’s goal is to provide a world-class Air 
Mobility Technology Exposition to all interested parties on an equi-
table but prioritized basis.
 We first take requests for space in the hall from our Industry Part-
ners. Then we take requests for space from those who exhibited at our 
last convention. Then we take requests from our new exhibitors.
 Government agencies and non-profits may receive one space Pro-
Bono. The free space will be in the exhibit hall.Additional spaces may 
be purchased at a preferred rate.
 Within each category, priority is based on payment receipt (post-

mark) of at least 50% of the booth fees. However, best management 
of the space within the exhibit hall will determine the final floor 
plan. If changes are required, every effort will be made to ensure any 
exhibitors displaced receive equivalent or better space.
 The Industry Partner Membership Application may be accom-
plished or updated any time. Please contact Bud or Pam at ata@ata-
link.org or (703-385-2802).
 By the way, with four or more booths, it is cheaper to become 
an Industry Partner. Please become an Industry Partner now by 
completing the membership application available at http://www.
atalink.org/Exhibitors/ExhibitPackage/IndustryPartnershipApp.
doc and emailing it to: ata@atalink.org. We take Visa, MC, Disc, or 
Amex by phone, or mail checks to:
 Airlift Tanker Association
 9312 Convento Terrace, Fairfax, VA 22031
 (703) 385-2802

 Among other benefits, Industry Partners receive a discounted booth 
rate and five free individual memberships. Companies may pay for 
additional corporate-sponsored memberships at the current annual 
membership rate, $40.

Still Have Questions?
 Please visit the Convention Page of Association website (http://
www.atalink.us/Convention/Information.aspx) or contact the fol-
lowing for more information on specific topics:

Booth Requests and Payments:
Bob Dawson, A/TA’s VP for Industry coordinates all booth requests 
and takes booth payments. Bob also has a busy day job – try back 
later or email him if no immediate answer.
Cell 828-455-7426; exhibits@atalink.org

A/TQ Advertising
Doug Lynch, A/TQ’s Business Manager, takes Advertising Requests for 
the Airlift/Tanker Quarterly magazine.
321-415-2191; advertising@atalink.org

A/TQ Editorial Content
Collin Bakse, A/TQ’s editor/art director, handles content for the Air-
lift/Tanker Quarterly magazine.
618-235-5070; atq@atalink.org

VIP Banquet Seating
Bob Ford coordinates VIP Seating requests.
703-465-3420; VIPbanquetseating@atalink.org

Room Reservations:
Miles Wiley coordinates all room reservations.
703-409-7102; Rooms@atalink.org

Memberships and Registrations:
Bud & Pam Traynor handle and receive payments for Industry Part-
nerships, Individual Memberships and Registrations, and field mis-
cellaneous/administrative questions.
703-385-2802; ata@atalink.org

W-9 Requests:
 You can download a W-9 Request for Taxpayer Identification Num-
ber at: http://www.atalink.org/Forms/W-9.pdf.

Hotel Information:
 Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center, 2800 Opryland 
Drive, Nashville, TN 37214. (855) 269-8602.
 Gaylord Opryland Parking Fees: Valet parking fee: $28.00 Daily; 
Self-parking fee for day guests: $21.00. Handicap parking is available.
Gaylord Opryland does not offer courtesy transportation to or from 
airport. For-hire shuttles and taxi service are availale (~$30-$40).
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Air Mobility

NEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWS

 The wreck of a U.S. Air Force twin-engine 
plane that crashed into eastern Lake On-
tario more than 60 years ago has been 
found in deep water off Oswego, New 
York, a team of underwater explorers 
announced on 1 July.

 The Beach Aircraft C-45 Expeditor flew for 
miles on its own after its three-man crew and 
two civilian passengers bailed out when one 
of the engines failed during a flight over cen-
tral New York in 1952. 
 The aircraft flew on automatic pilot for 
more than an hour before it crashed into 
the lake several miles northwest of Oswego, 
on the lake’s southern shore 35 miles north 
of Syracuse.
 The trio of underwater explorers, from 
the Rochester, New York area, said they lo-
cated the nearly intact plane in more than 
150 feet of water while searching for histor-
ic shipwrecks on the lake’s eastern end on 
27 June 2014.
 One of the maritime history hunters, Jim 
Kennard, said research shows that the twin-
engine Beech C-45 Expiditor was on a routine 
flight on 11 September 1952, from Bedford, 
Massachusetts, to Griffiss Air Force Base in 
Rome, New York, when the left engine began 

This underwater photo shows the wreck of a U.S. Air 
Force C-45 that crashed into Lake Ontario in deep water 
off the coast of Oswego more than 60 years ago. (Photo 
courtesy of Roger Pallowski).

Underwater Explorers Find Air Force Plane that Crashed in ’52
failing about 50 miles from its destination. 
 As the plane started to lose altitude, the 
pilot, believing it would soon crash, de-
cided that the best course of action was for 
all aboard, including himself, two other Air 
Force officers and two civilians, to parachute 

from the aircraft at 2,500 feet.
 Before bailing out, the pilot 
set the auto pilot on a course 
that would steer the plane clear 
of inhabited areas. All five 
landed safely.
 The lightened plane gained alti-
tude and changed course, heading 
out over open water. Witnesses re-
ported seeing it crash into the lake 
about a mile off Oswego. Two days 
of searches by Coast Guard ships 
and Air Force planes turned up no 
sign of wreckage.
 Kennard said he, Roger Paw-
lowski and Roland Stevens were 
using side-scan sonar to survey 
the lake bottom when they dis-
covered the plane wreck on 27 
June. Sonar images 
show the plane’s nose 
and vertical stabilizers 

are missing, but otherwise the air-
craft remains mostly intact.
 The team was surprised when 
the sonar found the wreck farther 
from shore than the witnesses had 
indicated, Kennard said.
 Kennard, of Fairport, N.Y., 
said that the team had been 
searching without luck in the 
area where witnesses said the 
plane had gone down.
 They continued beyond that 
area, when “all of a sudden we see 
a sonar image of it, and it’s like 
‘Oh my gosh, there it is!’” Kennard said. 
“That’s kind of how it was – you’ve been 
searching for a good part of the day, the flies 
are biting you, the sun is beating down on 
you, and just as you’re saying ‘I guess we’re 
about ready to wrap this up,’ all of sudden 
excitement happens.”
 Kennard said this is the third sunken 

aircraft he has found, along with more than 
200 shipwrecks, during his past 40 years of 
exploring the Great Lakes, and the Missis-
sippi and Ohio rivers. In this case, as with 
others, “it’s really not just trying to find the 
plane, it’s bringing maritime history to the 
surface,” Kennard said.
 He said the team made additional finds 
in that same area involving both modern 
and historic shipwrecks. “It’s almost like 
fishing,” he added. “You’re out there, fish-
ing for shipwrecks, and nothing happens. 
Then all of sudden they start biting. Oh my 
gosh, every time we turned around there 
was something else.”
 The wreck still belongs to the Air Force, 
which didn’t have an immediate comment 
on the discovery.
 The C-45 was the WW II version of the 
popular Beechcraft Model 18 commercial 
light transport. Beech built a total of 4,526 
of these aircraft for the Army Air Forces be-
tween 1939 and 1945 in four versions, the 
AT-7 Navigator navigation trainer, the AT-
11 Kansan bombing-gunnery trainer, the 

C-45 Expeditor utility transport and the 
F-2 for aerial photography and mapping. 
During the early 1950’s, Beech completely 
rebuilt 900 C-45’s for the Air Force. They 
received new serial numbers and were des-
ignated C-45Gs and C-45Hs, remaining in 
service until 1963 for administrative and 
light cargo duties.

The Beech C-45 Expeditor was a military version of the 
civil Beechcraft Model 18 light transport aircraft, one of 
the most adaptable and versatile twin-engined aircraft 
built by the USA. The type first flew in 1937 and orders 
for military versions were placed in 1941 with a total of 
5024 being delivered during the war in the variants: AT-
7, AT-11, UC-45, C-45, JRB and the SNB. (Photo courtesy 
of USAF).

 After having been missing for more than 
44 years, the remains of Air Force Capt. 
Douglas D. Ferguson, who was killed when 
his F-4D Phantom aircraft was shot down 
over Laos in 1969, returned home 1 May to 
Lakewood, Washington.

 Last year, members of the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command excavated the 30 
December 1969 crash site in Laos and found 
remains and artifacts they believed were 
those of Ferguson, a Tacoma native and 1963 
graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School.

Tacoma Airman Killed In Laos 44 Years Ago Finally Comes Home
 Through DNA testing and a dental records 
match, JPAC officials were able to positively 
identify the remains as being Ferguson’s, 
said the captain’s sister, Sue Scott, who was 
notified of the DNA match last January.
 Rest in Peace Captain Ferguson.

 “Oh my gosh, there it is!”



22 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Summer 2014

U.S. soldiers preparing halal meals for a humanitarian airdrop 
in Iraq, Thursday, 7 August 2014, at an undisclosed location in 
Southwest Asia. ( U.S. Air Force Photo, Staff Sgt. Jeremy Bowcock)

 On Thursday 7 August 2014, President 
Obama announced he had authorized limit-
ed airstrikes against Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) militants in Iraq, and that Ameri-
can military aircraft had dropped food and 
water to tens of thousands of Iraqi Yazidis 
trapped on a mountain range in northwest-
ern Iraq. The Yazidis, who follow an ancient 
religion with ties to Zoroastrianism, fled their 
homes after the Islamic State group issued an 
ultimatum that they must convert to Islam, 
pay a religious fine, flee their homes or face 
death. They chose to flee in the face of what 
President Obama called “genocide.”
 “Earlier this week, one Iraqi cried that 
there is no one coming to help,” Mr. Obama 
said in a somber statement delivered from 
the State Dining Room. “Well, today Ameri-
ca is coming to help.”
 In addition to protecting Americans in Er-
bil and Baghdad, the president said he had 
authorized airstrikes, if necessary, to break 
the siege on Mount Sinjar, where the Yazi-
dis, a religious minority group closely allied 
with the Kurds, had sought refuge.
 A C-17 and two C-130 aircraft were as-
signed to the airdrop mission. They were es-
corted by a pair of F-18 jet fighters, an admin-
istration official said. The planes were over 
the drop zone for about 15 minutes, and flew 
at a relatively low altitude. They flew over 
the Mount Sinjar area for less than 15 min-
utes, Pentagon officials said, and dropped a 
total of 5,300 gallons of fresh drinking water 
and 8,000 meals ready to eat. Mr. Obama, 
officials said, delayed announcing the steps 

he intended to take in Iraq until the planes 
had safely cleared the area.
 A senior administration official said that 
the humanitarian effort would continue as 
needed, and that he expected further air-
drops. “We expect that need to continue,” 
he said.
 The president said the imminent threat 

Water bundles align a C-17 Globemaster III prior to a humanitar-
ian air drop, Aug. 8, 2014, Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar. The 816th 
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron aircrew, air dropped 40 bundles of 
water for Iraqi refugees during a humanitarian air drop over Iraq. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Vernon Young Jr.)

“Well, Today America is Coming to Help”
President Obama Allows Humanitarian Aid for Yazidis; Authorizes Limited Airstrikes on ISIS

to Erbil and the dire situation unfolding on 
Mount Sinjar met both his criteria for de-
ploying American force: averting a humani-
tarian disaster and protecting American 
lives and assets.
 “When we have the unique capacity to 
avert a massacre, the United States cannot 
turn a blind eye,” he said.
 The suffering of the 
refugees on the moun-
tainside appeared to 
be a tipping point 
for President Obama. 
Speaking in harrowing 
terms about their grim 
circumstances, he said 
thousands of people 
were “hiding high up 
on the mountain, with 
little but the clothes on 
their backs.”
 “They’re without food, 
they’re without water,” 
he said. “People are starv-
ing. And children are dy-
ing of thirst. These in-
nocent families are faced 
with a horrible choice: 
descend the mountain 
and be slaughtered, or 
stay and slowly die of thirst and hunger.”

U.S. Humanitarian Airdrops Continue
 On the night of 8 August, the Department 
of Defense (DoD) announced the the U.S. 
military had conducted another successful 

airdrop of food and wa-
ter for the Iraqi citizens 
threatened by the Islam-
ic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL) on Mount 
Sinjar, Iraq.
 The airdrop was con-
ducted from multiple air 
bases in the U.S. Cen-
tral Command area of 
responsibility and in-
cluded one C-17 and two 
C-130 cargo aircraft that 
together dropped a total 
of 72 bundles of sup-
plies. The cargo aircraft 
were escorted by two 
F/A-18s from the USS 

George H.W. Bush, officials said.
 The C-17 dropped 40 container delivery 
system bundles of packaged meals, comple-
mented by a C-130 loaded with an addition-
al 16 bundles totaling 28,224 meals. In addi-
tion, one C-130 dropped 16 bundles totaling 
1,522 gallons of fresh drinking water.
 To date, in coordination with the Iraqi 

government, the U.S. military aircraft had 
delivered 36,224 meals and 6,822 gallons 
of fresh drinking water, providing much-
needed aid to Iraqis who urgently required 
emergency assistance.
 The DoD officials said that the United 
States military would continue to work with 
the State Department and with international 

partners, including the Iraqi government, 
the United Nations, and nongovernmental 
organizations to assess the need for addi-
tional humanitarian operations in Iraq go-
ing forward.

International Response
  On 12 August Britain announced that it 
was intensifying its involvement in Iraq by 
flying military equipment on behalf of Jor-
dan to Kurdish forces fighting Islamic State 
jihadists in northern Iraq and by despatch-
ing a fleet of Chinook helicopters to airlift 
Yazidi refugees besieged on Mount Sinjar.
 Just hours after the Kurdish security chief 
Masrour Barazani pleaded with Britain to 
rally to the help of the Kurds, the UK’s emer-
gency committee “Cobra” agreed to trans-
port Jordanian military trucks to Irbil.
 The move came amid growing pressure on 
David Cameron to launch military strikes 
against the extremists, as former Thatcher 
ally Conor Burns warned that ISIS forces 
“want a holocaust.”
 The Cobra meeting, chaired by the for-
eign secretary Philip Hammond, also agreed 
to deploy Chinook helicopters to land on 
Mount Sinjar to airlift some of the thou-
sands of Yazidi refugees who fled ISIS forces. 
The deployment of the Chinooks marked a 
significant escalation of Britain’s military 
involvement in the humanitarian mission 
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An RAF Hercules prepares to drop aid to Yazidis besieged in Iraq. 
The UK is now sending Chinook helicopters to airlift the refugees. 
(Photograph: Cpl Neil Bryden RAF/MoD/PA).

in northern Iraq which had been limited 
to dropping supplies of water and solar lan-
terns from RAF C130 Hercules aircraft.
 Hammond told the Cobra meeting that 
an emergency meeting of EU foreign min-
isters may be held to agree to arm the Kurd-
ish forces leading the fight against ISIS. It 
is understood that France and some of the 
new EU member states in eastern Europe are 
keen to arm the Kurdish forces amid fears 
that ISIS presented a strategic threat both to 
the region and to Europe.
 Hammond is understood to have made 
clear that the increased British involvement 
in Iraq did not amount to classic “mission 
creep” because it was wholly consistent with 
the government’s stated objective of provid-
ing humanitarian assistance and of helping 
to defeat ISIS forces short of direct military 
involvement.
 Also on 8 August, five German Air Force 
planes took off for Iraq with 36 tons of hu-
manitarian aid to help civilians uprooted by 
fighting in the north of the country.
 Air force spokesman Captain Andre Hesse 
said the planes left early on Friday carrying 
drinking water, blankets, medicine and food 
to be unloaded in Irbil and handed over to 
UN organizations.
 Earlier in the week, Defence Minister Ur-
sula von der Leyen had said that Germany 
was planning to also send non-lethal mili-
tary aid such as vehicles, night-vision gear 
and bomb detectors.
 This came as Britain said it would consider 
“positively” any request for arms from the 
Kurds to help them battle Sunni militants 
who have seized much of Iraq, a spokes-
woman for the prime minister said.
 The United States had asked European 

countries to supply arms and ammunition 
to Kurdish forces, US and European officials 
have said.
 Premier David Cameron continued to say 
that Britain’s response would be limited to 
a humanitarian effort, but London has also 
been transporting to Kurdish forces military 
supplies, such as ammunition, being provid-

Humanitarian aid is loaded onto a German airforce Transall C-160 
destined for the northern Iraqi town of Arbil. (Courtesy Photo).

ed by other nations.
 Several European governments, including 
France, Germany, the Czech Republic and 
the Netherlands, said they would send arms 
to the Kurds or were considering doing so.

Gaining Ground
 At the beginning of the on-going crisis, 
the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) had report-
ed that tens of thousands of Yazidis had fled 
the Islamic State group’s onslaught in order 
to seek refuge in the Sinjar mountain range. 
However, an American 
“on the ground” assess-
ment team found “far 
fewer” Yazidis stranded 
on Mount Sinjar than 
first expected. The UN-
HCR responded to their 
assessment by saying 
that some 80,000 Yezi-
dis had escaped from 
the mountain in the 
previous five days. 
 On 14 August, Pen-
tagon spokesman John 
Kirby said the num-
ber of those on Sinjar 
Mountain was “in the 
neighborhood of 4,000,” 
adding that around half 
were local residents.
 To date, the US had now delivered a total 
of 114,000 meals and almost 160,000 liters 
of drinking water.
 Addressing the press on Thursday, US 
President Barack Obama said a major rescue 
operation now seemed unlikely.
 “We helped save many innocent lives. 
Because of these efforts, we do not expect 

there to be an addition-
al operation to evacuate 
people off the moun-
tain and it’s unlikely 
we’re going to need to 
continue humanitarian 
air drops on the moun-
tain,” Obama said.
 A spokeswoman for 
the UK government on 
Downing Street said on 
Thursday Britain was 
“currently reviewing the 
need for additional air-
drops, given that there 
appear to be adequate 
supplies on the moun-
tain, but we will keep 

the option open if we establish there is fur-
ther need.” Britain had sent seven airdrops 
by this time.

Violence Continues
 While the outlook has improved for the 
minority Yazidi, it has not improved for 
the country as a whole. “The situation re-

mains dire for Iraqis subject to ISIL’s terror 
throughout the country,” Obama told the 
press and pledged to carrying out airstrikes 
against Islamic State terrorists.
 “The bottom line is – the situation on the 
mountain has greatly improved,” Obama 
said, adding that the US would “continue 
air strikes to protect our people and facili-
ties in Iraq.”
 According to the International Organiza-
tion for Migration, more than half a million 
Iraqis have fled their homes since the Islamic 

State group began their offensive in June.
 As commander in chief, the president 
added, he could not be prouder of the mili-
tary men and women who carried out the 
humanitarian operation almost flawlessly. 
“I’m very grateful to them,” he added. “And 
I know that those who were trapped on that 
mountain are extraordinarily grateful.”
 But ISIL remains a threat to the people of 
Iraq, the president said, “We obviously feel 
a great urge to provide some humanitarian 
relief to the situation, and I’ve been very en-
couraged by the interest of our international 
partners in helping on these kinds of efforts.”
 Air strikes to protect American people and 
facilities in Iraq will continue, he said.
 “We have increased the delivery of mili-
tary assistance to Iraqi and Kurdish forces 
fighting ISIL on the front lines,” Obama 
said. “Perhaps most importantly, we are 
urging Iraqis to come together to turn the 
tide against ISIL above all by seizing the 
enormous opportunity of forming a new in-
clusive government under the leadership of 
Prime Minister-designate [Haider al-Abadi],” 
he added.
 The president said he spoke with Abadi 
a few days earlier, and that Abadi said Iraq 
needs an inclusive government that speaks 
to all people of Iraq.
 “He still has a challenging task in putting 
a government together, but we are modestly 
hopeful that the Iraqi government situation is 
moving in the right direction,” Obama said.
 Let’s hope so.
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INDUSTRY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

 Louis Berger Aircraft Services, Inc. is part 
of Berger Group Holdings, Inc.  Berger Group 
Holdings, Inc. is a $1.0 Billion global tech-
nical services and engineering company 
with approximately 6,000 skilled profes-
sionals.  In Berger Group’s 60 year history, 
it has performed numerous large scale gov-
ernment contracts for multiple branches of 
DoD and other government agencies. Berger 
Group Holdings, Inc. brings decades of busi-
ness and operational experience in over-
seas locations, including current projects at 
Ramstein, Stuttgart and Spangdahlem, Ger-
many, Naval Air Station Rota in Spain, Al-
Mubarak Air Base, Kuwait and several other 
critical locations in the Far East. Their par-
ent company, with its enormous resources, 
puts Louis Berger Aircraft Services, Inc. on 
strong footing for continued growth with 
minimal execution risk.
 December 2013 marked the 60th anni-
versary of Louis Berger as a consulting firm. 
Founded in 1953 by Dr. Louis Berger, the 
company began with a dozen employees in 
a single office in Harrisburg, Pa.
 Dr. Berger envisioned a company that 
could provide “every kind of engineering 
service in every corner of the world.” Today, 
Louis Berger is composed of approximately 
6,000 engineers, planners, economists and 
scientists at more than 100 office locations 
in 57 countries worldwide.
 The company has had the honor of 
supporting clients around the globe in 
overcoming some of their most complex 
engineering and development challenges 
from building infrastructure in war-ravaged 
states and transitioning a new national cur-
rency program in the developing world to 
navigating post-disaster recovery require-
ments and resiliency planning when natural 
or man-made disasters strike.

Louis Berger Aids Military Airdrop Training
 Military airdrops can be critical to war-
time and humanitarian endeavors around 
the world. Four military bases train U.S. 
forces in airdrops: Fort Bragg in North Caro-
lina, Joint-Base Charleston AFB in South 
Carolina, Dyess AFB in Texas and Joint Base 
Louis-McChord in Washington.
 Challenge: There are many demands on 
U.S forces, including the need to airdrop of 

food or supplies to troops or for humanitar-
ian relief. Using U.S. Air Force enlisted per-
sonnel to prepare and recover airdropped 
loads for training purposes took time from 
other pressing duties.
 Solution: The U.S. Transportation Com-
mand hired Louis Berger to handle aerial 
delivery services at the four military bases. 
Contracting out this service has freed up 
nearly 100 troops to perform combat du-
ties or peacetime relief. Louis Berger’s duties 
include rigging of airdrop loads, packing 
of parachutes and the recovery of train-
ing loads in drop zones – sometimes under 
harsh conditions in austere locations. Louis 
Berger fulfills the essential need to have the 
airdrop loads ready for air crew training. The 
improvements in operations and cost man-
agement under the contract have lowered 
Air Mobility Command costs for training by 
almost $2 million.

Fort Campbell Aircraft Fueled by Louis Berger
 Fort Campbell, Kentucky, is a U.S. Army 
post that straddles the Kentucky/Tennessee 
border. The Army’s only Air Assault Division 
– the 101st Airborne – is based at Fort Camp-
bell and includes “The Screaming Eagles” 
parachute demonstration team. The post is 
also home to the 160th Special Operations 
Aviation Regiment.
 Challenge: Fort Campbell has a fleet of 
winged aircraft and helicopters that needs 
to be maintained and fueled. The fort also 
receives visiting aircraft of all kinds that 
need refueling.
 Solution: In an expected 20-year agreement 
with the Defense Logistics Agency Energy, Lou-
is Berger was chosen to operate and maintain 
all aviation fuel functions at Fort Campbell. 
The contract is a combination of government 
and contractor-owned facilities. As contractor, 
Louis Berger operates all facilities.

Fort Bragg Airfields Count On Louis Berger 
Refueling Services
 Simmons Army Airfield and Camp Mack-
all Army Airfield are located at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. The Simmons Airfield 
serves the aviation needs of active, reserve 
and guard forces. Camp Mackall is an ac-
tive Army training center and the primary 
training site for Army Special Forces.

 Challenge: The two airfields required fuel 
storage and handling for a variety of aircraft, 
ranging from light helicopters to large C-17 
transport planes.
 Solution: The Defense Logistics Agency 
Energy, a division of the Department of De-
fense, hired Louis Berger to design and build 
all aviation fuel storage and issue facilities 
at the Simmons and Camp Mackall airfields. 
The construction included two hydrant sys-
tems servicing eight heliports. Louis Berger 
is responsible for rapid and hot refueling of 
approximately 40 aircraft per day, using 25 
fuel technicians in a contractor owned-con-
tractor operated system.

Louis Berger Keeps Air Force C-17s Clean 
And Ready For Duty
 The C-17 Globemaster III is a workhorse of 
the U.S. military, transporting troops, sup-
plies and large equipment around the world, 
including to remote airfields in harsh ter-
rain. The high-wing, four-engine plane has 
provided vital war-time service and delivers 
aid worldwide after natural disasters.
 Challenge: Charleston Air Force Base in 
South Carolina is home to a fleet of 57 C-17 
aircraft that needed to be kept clean and 
lubricated for safe, long-lasting service. The 
planes are assigned to 437th Airlift Wing.
 Solution: Louis Berger is under contract 
with Joint Base Charleston to manage all labor 
and equipment necessary for washing, lubrica-
tion and flight line services for the C-17s. The 
trained and certified crews clean, rinse and 
spot wash the aircraft in keeping with the Air 
Force’s Corrosion Control Program. A shift su-
pervisor performs a final inspection to make 
sure every plane’s interior and exterior are ser-
viced to the highest standard. Work areas are 
inspected daily and a tool inventory is taken.
 Louis Berger trains and certifies personnel 
in proper procedures for towing the aircraft. 
The crew is also trained in wing and tail 
walking as well as braking. Members are cer-
tified in “power ON operations” of a plane’s 
flight controls, ramp and door.
 Louis Berger has been consistently 100 
percent compliant with the contract, which 
continues to be renewed annually with no 
deficiency reports.
 Louis Berger –
    “Solutions for a Better World.”

 “Solutions for a Better World.”
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AAR Corp

Airborne Global Systems

Airbus Group, Inc.

Altus Military Affairs Committee

ARINC Aerospace

Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association

ARSAG International

Atlas Air Worldwide

Barling Bay, LLC

Boeing Company, The

Booz Allen Hamilton

Bose Corporation

CAE

Capewell Systems, LLC

Chromalloy

Cobham

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC

David Clark Company, Incorporated

DRS Technologies, Inc.

Eaton Aerospace

Elbit Systems of America

Engility Corporation

Essex Industries

Esterline CMC Electronics

Fidelity Technologies Corporation

First Command Financial Services, Inc.

Flightcom Corporation

FlightSafety International

A/TA INDUSTRY PARTNERS
(as of 18 August 2014)

Gander International Airport Authority

GEICO

GE Aviation

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation

Intercomp Company

Jacobs Technology

Jeppesen

JLG Industries, Inc.

Kalitta Charters, LLC

L-3 Communications, Integrated Systems

LifePort, Inc.,
A Sikorsky Aerospace Services Company

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Corporation

Louis Berger Aircraft Services 

Million Air

National Air Cargo

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Parker Aerospace

Port City Air

Pratt & Whitney Military Engines

Rockwell Collins

Rolls-Royce

Satcom Direct Communications

StandardAero

USAA

 UTC Aerospace Systems

Volga-Dnepr Unique Air Cargo

Zodiac Arresting Systems – ESCO

ZOLL Medical Corporation

 Industry Partner
HIGHLIGHTS

 We are in the final stretch with our preparations for the 46th 
Annual A/TA Convention, Symposium and Exposition in Nashville. 
Another world-class program is planned and is coming together 
nicely. An outstanding lineup of senior Air Force leaders and an im-
pressive battery of superb seminars on a wide variety of mobility 
topics are at the heart of the symposium program. Indications are 
that there will be more exhibitors at this year’s Air Mobility Tech-
nology Exposition than last year and we are estimating attendance 
to be about 2200 attendees (includes 1500 military personnel).

 Like our event in 
Anaheim in 2012, 
there will be a num-
ber of AMC mini-con-
ferences held before, 
during and integrated 
into the symposium – 
these are designed to 
meet the professional 
development require-
ments of the air mo-
bility community. 
  The unique chal-
lenges in 2013 al-
lowed us to focus our 
attention on our in-
dustry partners and 
supporters and we 
are building on those 
changes for 2014. We 
will again have sev-
eral industry-focused 
seminars that will in-

clude panel discussions and specific speakers focused on industry 
matters.
 The Chairman’s Luncheon has always been a very popular event 
and this too will be handled a little differently this year. It will re-
main a “by invitation only” activity – invitations will be extended 
to all industry partners 
and paying exhibitors. 
The luncheon will also 
feature a government 
speaker to address in-
dustry specific subjects. 
If you are not currently 
an A/TA Industry Part-
ner, it is not too late but 
you will need to act quickly in order to be listed as an IP in the con-
vention issue of A/TQ. Spaces are still available in the exhibit hall 
and we have ample room to expand if needed – again, you need to 
act quickly. 
 A/TA recognizes that our industry participants continue to face a 
very challenging economic environment and we have not forgotten 
your loyal support to us during last year’s tough conditions. We will 
continue to strive to give you the most value for your limited mar-
keting resources. We have frozen our prices and have focused our 
program more on things that matter to you – our valued partners. 
We hope to see you very soon at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel in 
Nashville. 
 Kind regards,
 Bob Dawson, Industry Vice President 

“If you are not currently an A/TA 
Industry Partner, it is not too late 
but you will need to act quickly in 
order to be listed as an IP in the 
convention issue of A/TQ.”
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Gen Arthur J Lichte USAF Ret
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CMSgt Michael C Reynolds USAF Ret
mreynolds@ssai.org
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srvp@@atalink.org
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Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
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Col Robert E Dawson USAF Ret
IndustryVP@atalink.org
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Board Chairman
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Col George E Dockery II USAF Ret
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Col Robert F Ellington USAF Ret
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Gen Ronald R Fogleman USAF Ret
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CMSgt Regina L Hoctor USAF Ret
regina.hoctor@us.af.mil
Col Philip A Iannuzzi Jr USAF Ret
philip.a.iannuzzi-jr@boeing.com
Col Walter L Isenhour
walter.isenhour@us.af.mil
Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
barbara.jacob.1@us.af.mil
CMSgt Michael R Kerver USAF Ret
kerver_michael@bah.com
Gen Duncan J McNabb USAF Ret
duncanjmcnabb@gmail.com 
Col Paul E McVickar USAF Ret
pmcvickar@aol.com
Col Ronal E Owens, USAF Ret
owens70@gmail.com
Maj Gen Robert B Patterson Sr USAF Ret
sasbob@att.net
CMSgt David M Pelletier USAF Ret
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Gen Charles T Robertson Jr USAF Ret
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CMSgt Mark A Smith USAF Ret
marksmith17@nc.rr.com
CMSgt David E Spector USAF Ret
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CMSgt James W Wilton USAF Ret
jim.wilton@comcast.net
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ellery.wallwork@us.af.mil
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Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
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Legal Advisor
Maj Gen Richard D Roth USAF Ret
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CMSgt Mark A Smith USAF Ret
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AMC Liaison
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Col Dennis L Murphy USAF Ret
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Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
Banquet Seating
Col Robert G Ford USAF Ret
banquet@atalink.org
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Maj Peter M Mastroianni USAF Ret
crudmaster@atalink.org
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Lt Col Wallace G Herzog USAF Ret
golf@atalink.org 
Master of Ceremonies
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cakelly74@gmail.com
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Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
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Symposium Chairman
Lt Col Jeffrey B Bigelow
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CHAPTER CONTACTS
Alamo
Maj Adam Travis
adamt1000@yahoo.com
Big Country
MSgt David Evans
david.evans.11@us.af.mil
Capital
Lt Col David Sears
david.sears.8.mil@mail.mil
Cheyenne
MSgt John V Stanford Jr
john.stanford.1@us.af.mil
Denali
MSgt Joseph Grunditz
joegrunditz@gmail.com
Diamond Head
Capt Rush Taylor
rush.taylor@us.af.mil
Eagle
TSgt David J Grant
david.grant.2@us.af.mil
East Anglia
Maj Wroten McQuirter III
wroten3@msn.com
Flight Test
Lt Col Steven J Rajotte USAF Ret
steven.rajotte.1@us.af.mil
Golden Bear
SMSgt Erick J Fierro
erick.fierro@us.af.mil
Goldwater
Great Lakes
SMSgt Erik M Wolford
erik.wolford@ang.af.mil
Hafa Adai
MSgt Froilan M Halili
froilan.halili.1@us.af.mil
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MSgt Michael Ferneding
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Capt Gabriel S Arrington
gabriel.arrington@us.af.mil
Inland Northwest
Capt Gregory Oswald
gregory.oswald.1@us.af.mil
Keeper of the Plains
Capt Michael Sadler
michael.sadler.4@us.af.mil
Kitty Hawk
MSgt Jonathan C Sorcic
jonathan.sorcic@us.af.mil
Low Country
Lt Col Cassius T Bentley III
cassius.bentley@us.af.mil
Lt Gen Tunner/Berlin Airlift
Col Thomas Hansen USAF Ret
c130hans@msn.com
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Maxwell
Maj Joshua C Watkins USAF Ret
stearno33@yahoo.com
Pacific Northwest
Capt Adrian R Gonzales
adriang2007@gmail.com
Peachtree
Col Jon A Hawley USAF Ret
jon.a.hawley@lmco.com
Pikes Peak
Razorback
Maj Daniel Mendoza
daniel.mendoza@us.af.mil
Red River
Maj Jonathan R Dedic
rokdedic@mac.com
Rheinland-Pfalz
Maj Christopher Bray
christopher.bray@us.af.mil
Rheinland-Pfalz-Papa
Lt Col Brent G Deen USAF Ret 
brent.deen@nspa.nato.int
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Capt Krissi Hrupek
krissi.hrupek@us.af.mil
Ryukyu
Capt David Gribbin
david.gribbin.1@us.af.mil
Sam Fox
Lt Col Sean KW Adcock
Sean.Adcock@US.AF.mil
See Seventeen
CMSgt Michael M Welch USAF Ret
michael.m.welch@boeing.com
SoCal
Capt Jason Pravitz
Jpravitz@yahoo.com
Special Operations
MSgt Jimmie C Taylor II
jimmie.taylor@hurlburt.af.mil
Tarheel
TSgt Javier Orozco
javier.orozco@us.af.mil
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Capt Faith Eudy
faith.eudy.1@us.af.mil
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MSgt Michael Hay
cagone88@yahoo.com
Tidewater
Lt Col Joel Eppley
joel.eppley@us.af.mil
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TSgt Bryan E Bennett Jr
bryan.bennett@us.af.mil
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MSgt Brian C Fahey
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Tony Jannus
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Contacts listed current as of 18 August.
Please contact Bud Traynor and Collin Bakse to make corrections and/or changes, 
or to suggest additional contact information for this page.
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A/TA Membership Application Form
(Also used for Membership Renewal, Change of Address and A/TQ Subscription Only)

Check all that apply:
❏ New Member ❏ Active ❏ ARC ❏ Mil Retired
❏ Gov’t Civilian ❏ Subscription Only

Grade Rank  Service SSN* Last-4

Name:
First MI Last Sfx

Nickname

Spouse First Last

Please put a check mark by the elements of your mailing address 
and comm that you prefer we use. Default will be home address 
and office phone/email.

Home Address:

❏ Street Address

City ST ZIP+4

❏ Phone ❏ Email

Office Address:

❏ Org Name

Job/Duty Title

❏ Street Address

City ST ZIP+4

❏ Phone ❏ Email

Would you like a Membership Card:

❏ Yes ❏ No (saves time/postage)

Membership Types and Dues Schedule:

❏ Subscription Only ....................................................... $40.00

❏ Annual Full Membership ............................................. $40.00

❏ 3-Year Membership ................................................... $110.00

❏ Full-time Student Membership ..................................$15.00†

❏ Life Membership ....................................................... $500.00

■ Industry Partnership (contact ata@atalink.org) ......$1500.00‡

 †ROTC/H.S./College ‡Not this form – for info only.

Payment:

❏ VISA/Mastercard

Card #

Expiration

❏ Check (No Cash / No AMEX)

Make check payable to:

Airlift/Tanker Association
9312 Convento Terrace
Fairfax, VA 22031
Phone: 703- 385-2802 • Fax: 703-385-2803
Email: ata@atalink.org
*SSN Last-4 is used exclusively by the database to ensure your data and payment info
 is recorded correctly by the registrar. It will not be listed or used for any other purpose.

Join Today!
For faster service use

www.atalink.org
to join on-line.
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✈ A/TA Membership (Required for Member Rate for member and guest) 1yr/3yr/Life  1 yr $40 | 3 yr $110 | Life $500  $ 

✈ Early Registration (Must postmark/fax by 15 September) $245 $325 $470 $  
✈ Pre-Registration (6 Oct - 23 Oct 1700 EST) $285 $365 $470 $
✈ On-Site Registration $325 $405 $470 $
✈ On Government-funded Orders Choosing No Banquet  -$65  $ < >

BANQUET SEATING PREFERENCE (base, group, company, etc.)
Check Box for

Social Guest Only:

Please Read & Follow Detailed Instructions:
On-line at instructions.atalink.org
Registration & Cancellation Policy:
a.) CANCELLATIONS: Call Bud/Pam Traynor (703) 385-2802 before 1800 CDT on
 30 October. Must have cancellation number for refund.
 Cancellation fees bottom right. Room cancellations must be done separately.
b.) Call or Email changes; DO NOT RESUBMIT FORM or send multiple copies. When in doubt, contact Bud or Pam Traynor: (703) 385-2802 or ata@atalink.org
c.) To have name only (no other contact info) appear in the post-convention roster, contact Bud or Pam Traynor.

FIRST NAME: MI: LAST NAME: NICKNAME:

NATIONALITY (If not US Citizen):

SSN-Last 4: (Never listed nor given out - For data control only)

HOME ADDRESS:

CITY: ST ZIP

HOME E-MAIL:

HOME PHONE: DUTY PHONE:

JOB/DUTY TITLE: RANK ABBREVIATION:

ORG NAME/SYMBOL: BASE/LOCATION:

WORK MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: ST ZIP

WORK E-MAIL:

SOCIAL GUEST: Guest is my spouse.
FIRST NAME: LAST NAME:

REGISTRATION FORM
2014 A/TA Convention and AMC & A/TA Symposium and Technology Exposition
Nashville, TN • 29 Oct-2 Nov
Online Credit Card Registration (Secure) Preferred – login.atalink.org
Invited Speakers are encouraged to register online.

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

 Active Duty Reserve Guard Retired Mil.  
 Service:

 Civil Service/Gov Civilian 

 PRIOR A/TA Young Leader. Year:

Badge: (Print or type names exactly as you
 want them to appear on badge)

REGISTRANT:

NAME

Also Show: Organization A/TA Chapter

GUEST: 

NAME

Also Show: Organization:

MULTIPLE GUESTS: Call/Email Bud Traynor for information concerning 
registration and fees for multiple guests.

FULL REGISTRATION: (Includes everything except Hotel and Golf) Check Box for:
 SELF GUEST

Current Member
(on orders or not)

LINE ITEM REGISTRATION: Guests & Invited Speakers Only. All below included in
Full Registration above – Registrants please don’t use. 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE NOW: Make Checks Payable to: The Airlift/Tanker Association  $ 
VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMEX 
By transmitting this form, I certify I have read and understand the cancellation instructions and, for the member rate, 
my National membership must be current through November. Otherwise an additional $40 may be assessed on this 
card to update my membership. Registration Cancellation fee is $30 if by 15 Sept; $40 if by 23 Oct; $50 thereafter.

Gov/Org Card #: Exp: CVV: Amt:$

Personal Card #: Exp: CVV: Amt:$

Signature (required):
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GOLF (Includes Lunch): 
Requested 2.  3.
Foursome:

 4. 
$125 $

Register on-line at login.atalink.org;
or copy this form and mail, along with
check or credit card info to:
Col Dennis (Bud) Traynor, USAF (Ret)
9312 Convento Terrace
Fairfax, VA 22031
Credit card users may fax registration to:
(703) 385-2803 (no cover page please)

After 16 Oct mail or 23 Oct fax/web cutoff, 
registrations accepted only at the convention 
registration desk.

CVV = Card Verification Value Code. Last 3 digits of number imprinted on back of card.

Per Person Fee
for Social Guests
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Non-Member
(on orders)

Non-Member
Non-Gov’t

Handicap(s) 

Check Box for:
 SELF GUEST

46th Annual
Airlift/Tanker Association

Convention
29 & 30 October

and the

Air Mobility Command and A/TA
Symposium & Technology Exposition

30 October – 2 November
Gaylord Opryland Hotel,

Nashville, Tennessee

✈ Thursday Evening Reception Refreshments/Exhibits $100  $
✈ Friday Program Seminars/Exhibits/Refreshments $175  $
✈ Friday Evening Reception Refreshments/Exhibits $100  $
✈ Saturday Program Seminars/Exhibits/Refreshments $175  $
✈ Saturday Evening Banquet $65  $
✈ Sunday Farewell Brunch $50  $
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


