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A New Dilemma!
Every now and then world events like geopolitical tensions, weather phenomenon,
etc., conspire to fill the news with stories
of America’s Air Mobility might. These days
even civilian search engines like “Google”
will return stories about airlift and aerial
refueling, and the brave men and women
who perform these missions day in and day
out. One would think that this situation
would make my job as editor easier.
On the whole that is true – but there’s a
rub. Instead of just publishing anything I
can find in an effort to not miss anything,
my job has recently changed to one where
I must actually be an editor and pick and
choose from the hundreds of stories out
there. And that’s the dilemma – picking one
story means losing another.
Do I run stories about C-130s at the
expense of C-141s? How about KC-135s and
KC 10s? Does highlighting the active duty
force mean that the Guard and Reserve don’t
get covered? Does strategic trump tactical?
These questions and many others must be
considered while building each edition of
A/TQ.
The cover story of this issue is a good case
in point. Why highlight the activities of the
C-130 and not those of the C-17 or C-141
or C-5 or KC-135 or KC-10? All I can say
in defense of my position is that the C-130
hasn’t been featured in the magazine for a
while, and now seemed like the right time.
The best thing about this new dilemma is
that there should be some really important
stories coming to light over the next few
months and A/TA members can look forward
to seeing them here. Which brings me to one
final thought –
IF YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE THAT YOU
WISH TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE FALL
CONVENTION EDITION OF A/TQ, THE
DEADLINE IS AUGUST 30TH. PLEASE SEND
INQUIRES TO: bakse@apci.net
Thanks you for your service to our country.
Collin Bakse, editor

Chairman’s

COMMENTS
Greetings to all of you out there in the Mobility system…I can’t
tell you how proud I am of each one of you who has contributed to
the magnificent performance we have witnessed in the past months
of literally thousands of mobility missions. One of the real fore
fathers of this “system” is General Bill Tunner, in a book on mobility
he said that ‘watching a well run mobility mission in operation is
about as exciting as watching water fall on a rock.’ I am not sure I
totally agree with him, but his point is well made. When it is done
right it is almost boring to watch, and it is taken for granted. The
fact remains, as all the readers of this Journal know, it is really a
magnificent orchestration of events performed by hundreds of well
Gen Duane H. Cassidy
trained professional men and women who take their mission very
USAF, Ret
seriously and perform it daily to the amazement of those who watch,
and with great gratitude from those supported. You all keep setting the bar higher and higher
– where would our country be without its great mobility capability?
This is a mid year position report and if you are tired of reading, I will sum it up; everything
is going GREAT in our Association. Our chapters, each in their own way, keep the Association
alive and well at
the local level; our
enlisted
education
You all keep setting the bar grants are still popular
with many members
though there has been
higher and higher – where anything but mission;
precious little time for
and, our planning
is well under way for
would our country be without October/November.
the convention in
Your board will
its great mobility capability? meet with General
Handy
soon
to
finalize the seminar
topics and just how
we will manage the
many subjects that are on our plate at this moment. You will see some minor change as we
adapt the format to accommodate several guests who are coming to participate. We think this
is healthy since we need to refresh our format and topics regularly to keep our symposium
relevant and current. We will always have some of the original seminars simply because
they are what the membership wants, but we will try new formats and topics and keep the
excitement level high. We do have an exceptional group of guest speakers again this year, as
you might imagine, reflecting on the past year of activity – this in itself is worth the trip to
Anaheim.
It is just great to be part of this membership that serves our nation so ably, and to be
associated with the Air Mobility Command during a time that history will record as a time that
witnessed an incredible projection of military power using a mobility system that is without
question a national treasure. It is you in this association who clearly have carried the flag of
Freedom to millions who are still learning the true meaning of “Freedom.” You are, one and
all, to be congratulated.
Be safe out there, see you all at Anaheim.
Cassidy out!

Mark your calendar

2003
A/TA
Convention
&
Symposium
30 October - 2 November, 2003
Anaheim, California
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See You in
Anaheim!

SECRETARY’S NOTES

President’s

MESSAGE
During my message to the Airlift/Tanker world this issue, I would
like to recount two C-17 operations made possible by countless airlift
and tanker crews and plenty of dedicated support personnel. As our
Chairman delivered C-17 aircraft number 100, he stated, “There were
lots of times in past years that many thought this day would never
come.” My comments this issue thank General Cassidy and the many
dedicated professionals who thought it would.
Amazing! This word came to mind as I read about thirty-four
Charleston AFB aircrew members receiving the Distinguished
Flying Cross June 17, 2003 for their contributions during Operation
Enduring Freedom. Just in case you were not able to catch the details,
CMSgt Mark A. Smith
here is a Cliff-Note version.
USAF, Ret
During the first night of humanitarian relief operations in
Afghanistan, October 7-8, 2001, eight Charleston members made aviation history recording a
number of firsts; the first-ever C-17 combat airdrop, the longest continuous C-17 mission; the
highest-altitude airdrop; the first operational use of an aerial delivery system; and the first use
of night vision goggles in a C-17 formation airdrop.
The remaining twenty-six Charleston aircrew members earned their DFCs November 2830, 2001, during the insertion of combat forces into the Camp Rhino Landing Zone near
Kandahar. These crews accomplished another record of firsts; the deepest combat insertion
of Marine combat forces into hostile territory in Marine Corps history; the first C-17 combat
landing on an unimproved dirt strip; the first use of a C-17 special operations low level
aircrew under threat of hostile action; and the first-ever C-17 use of night vision goggles to fly
blacked-out approaches and landings in enemy territory. At days end, the work these aircrews
performed resulted in 2.9 million pounds of cargo and 481 ground combat troops carried into
battle. The extraordinary achievements of Charleston’s DFC recipients would not have been
possible without the maintenance, logistical, and administrative support of many men and
women in uniform. I salute you all for an amazing job!
Airborne! This familiar word must be shouted to commemorate the airlift and tanker
aircrews, Air Force and Navy fighter escorts, combat communicators, jumpmasters, aerial
port, aircraft maintenance, mission planners, and other logistical and administrative support
personnel as fifteen C-17’s airdropped heavy equipment and personnel into Iraq to open the
Northern Front. Again, if you missed the details in the last A/TQ, here is the AMC Cliff-Note
version.
On March 27th, 2003, under the cloak of darkness, almost 1,000 “Sky Soldiers” of the
173rd Airborne Brigade parachuted from C-17 Globemaster III’s into the Kurdish-controlled
area of Northern Iraq, the first-ever C-17 combat insertion of paratroopers. In addition to the
soldiers of the 173rd, 20 airmen of the 86th Contingency Response Group from Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, also parachuted into Iraq that night. Their team included specialists from the
intelligence, medical, communications, security, aerial port, engineer and fuels career fields
who helped prepare the airfield for use by U.S. forces. It is remarkable to think about such a large
formation of C-17’s escorted by fighters flying into hostile Northern Iraq. It is a personal story for
me, because I know the diligent work by many Air Force and Army personnel to ensure the safety
of paratroopers jumping from the doors of a C-17. We reached a milestone with this airdrop.
Colonel Bob Allardice, the 62nd Airlift Wing commander at McChord AFB and Mission
Commander for this operation, along with Army Colonel William Mayville of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade, led the operations for 62 airlift missions over five nights to bring a full Army
brigade from Aviano Air Base, Italy, into Northern Iraq. A fleet of C-17s delivered more than
400 vehicles, over 2,000 personnel, and more than 3,000 short tons of equipment. Colonel
Allardice stated, “The missions were made possible by almost three dozen aerial refuelings, the
tireless efforts of airmen with the host wing air mobility squadron, and Air Force and Navy
fighter escorts. There was not one part of the Air Mobility system that wasn’t touched during
the operation. We used every capability you could imagine with the C-17 to do something no
other nation in the world could ever bring about. And we did it with a 100 percent success
rate. America’s getting our money’s worth out of this jet,” he said.
General John W. Handy, Commander of U.S. Transportation Command and Air Mobility
Command, summarized the mission by stating, “The C-17, and more importantly the crews
that fly it, have proven their mettle repeatedly while operating in the most demanding
environments imaginable throughout the Global War Against Terrorism. Now this workhorse

From the count of “out of state” license
plates here in Virginia Beach, it must be
vacation time. I sincerely hope that you and
your families are getting some well-deserved
time to recharge your batteries.
I’m going to devote a couple of paragraphs
to thank a dear
personal and A/TA
friend while telling
a tale of vision and
persistence. Several
years ago, when
we were getting
the
Symposium
established as the
great annual event
it has become,
then Colonel Tom Col Barry C. Creighton
USAF, Ret
Berry was serving as
AMC/CCX. He was totally committed to the
concept and carried the mail for us with the
AMC leadership and fully supported some
world-class CCX action officers as they pulled
the strings. Through all the growing pains,
Tom believed in what we were doing and
never lost sight of the goal. I think that you
will agree, that the Symposium is absolutely
world-class. He then moved to the Air Force
Academy for a tour before retiring and
accepting a civilian position in leadership
development.
Colonel (Ret.) Berry noted advocacy for
the mobility mission needed a boost at the
Academy. (I would bet that those graduates
reading this column would agree.) As the
Academy established a new cadet squadron
award for Core Values, Tom connected the
dots and came to the A/TA for sponsorship.
I’m sure that he thought of each one of
you—your integrity, your honor, and your
sense of community service—those attributes
that characterize the mobility mission and are
the award’s selection criteria. Tom came to the
Board of Officers with a full-up proposal—A/TA
should sponsor this award. And here we are.
On 26 May, I was extremely proud to
represent the Chairman, the President and all

of you as we presented the first annual Core
Leadership Award to the “Fighting Fourth”
Cadet Squadron at the Awards Parade. And
thus begins yet another proud A/TA tradition
Thank you Colonel Tom Berry for you vision
and persistence.
Cheers,
Barry
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Association

ROUND-UP

Is your Chapter doing something great?
Send Chapter happenings to the Airlift/Tanker
Quarterly editor at: bakse@apci.net

AlamoChapter

Diamond Head Chapter

also like to extend an open invitation to
General Hopper to visit the chapter as a
keynote speaker, or simply to play a round of
golf with fellow airlift and tanker warriors.
Recent events at the Alamo Chapter
include General Hopper speaking, in the
absence of Gen. Donald
G. Cook, Commander,
Air
Education
and
Training
Command,
before more than 50
members
in
June,
where
he
lauded
airlift and tanker force
accomplishments
t h r o u g h o u t
O P E R A T I O N S
ENDURING FREEDOM
and IRAQI FREEDOM.
He also briefed the
chapter on the outlook
for the Air Force in
many aspects – from the
proposed lease of 767
tankers to the future
Lt Gen Hopper and the Alamo Chapter Executive Committee. of the navigator career
Alamo Chapter Photo by CMSgt Bob Layman, USAF (Ret).
field.
The
Alamo
Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force and will be
Chapter also hosted its annual golf
departing for Washington D.C. in the near
fundraiser on July 18, 2003, at Randolph
future.
AFB, Texas. General Hopper’s foursome tied
General Hopper has been an outstanding
for second place in the golf tournament that
advocate for the Airlift/Tanker Association
raised several hundred dollars to support the
and the Alamo Chapter for the past
enlisted scholarship program. The chapter
two and a half years. He has guided the
has contributed $400 to the A/TA Enlisted
chapter to higher membership and greater
Tuition Grant Program this year.
local participation. General Hopper was

Sure. Lots of Chapters have beautiful coins
that feature A/TA and artwork symbolic
of the Chapter’s background and heritage.
The Diamond Head Chapter has such a coin
– and something a little more exotic.
The Diamond Head Chapter coin (shown
below) features, what else, Diamond Head,
on the front and the A/TA Logo on the back.
The chapter is selling the coins for $6.00
and proceeds go to the Chapter’s local fund.

The Alamo Chapter in San Antonio,
Texas, is bidding a fond farewell to its senior
advisor, Lt. Gen. John D. Hopper, Jr. General
Hopper is currently, the Air Education and
Training Command vice commander. He has
been selected to assume the role of Assistant

instrumental in the extraordinary success
of numerous quarterly luncheons with
senior Air Force leaders, such as Gen
Charles T. “Tony” Robertson, previously the
commander of Air Mobility Command and
U.S. Transportation Command.
The Alamo Chapter is grateful for his
selfless mentoring and leadership, which
has kept our corporate, civilian, active duty
and retired members apprised of the latest
information concerning the airlift and
tanker operations and training initiatives
throughout the Air Force. “His support will
be sorely missed,” said Maj. Walt Shearer,
Chapter President.
The men and women of the Alamo
Chapter wish to recognize the unwavering
efforts and dedication of General Hopper by
sending him off with a heartfelt “Thank You”
and best wishes in the future as the Assistant
Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force. We would
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Maj. Walt Shearer, Alamo Chapter President,
(R) said that the support of Lt. Gen. John D.
Hopper, Jr. (L) will be “sorely missed” by the
Alamo Chapter.
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Maybe someone will have them available at
the convention !?!
But there is one item that the Diamond
Head Chapter has that it is probably safe to
say no other Chapter has – its own custom
surfboard. Now that’s Mobility!

President’s Message
(continued from page 3)
has proven its capabilities in a combat
airborne operation.”
I would like to echo those thoughts and
personally thank and salute the dedicated
military and civilian personnel that made
these missions work. I would also like to
thank the Air Force and Boeing design
engineers and Air Force and Army operators
who teamed to design a great addition to
AMC’s arsenal of aircraft. You should be
proud of your efforts.
With stories such as these and many
others to follow, I highly encourage
everyone to attend the 2003 Airlift Tanker
Convention in Anaheim. I don’t think you
will want to miss the war stories, applaud
the recipients of our A/TA sponsored awards,
and witness the induction of our next hero
into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame. I’ll see
you there!!
God bless you all. Cabin Report - Secure!
Mark Smith, President

An Airlift/Tanker Association
Enlisted Tuition Grant
can help you to –

ETG AD
Soar Like
an Eagle…
Could $200 help you achieve
your continuing education
goals?

ETG CRITERIA:
• Membership in the Airlift/Tanker Association
• Hold the Rank of E-2 through E-6

Airlift/Tanker Association Enlisted
Tuition Grants are available to
Air Force, Air National Guard and
Air Force Reserve members pursuing
undergraduate or graduate degrees. If
you meet the criteria, apply today! The
A/TA wants to help you continue your
education so you too can soar like an eagle.

• Commander’s Recommendation
• Assigned in an air mobility operational and/or support
function (an augmentee on a mobility or maintenance
support team, for example). Anyone directly or
indirectly supporting the USAF Airlift or Air Refueling
mission.
• Checks will be issued upon completion of a course with
proof of a grade of C or better in an accredited degree
program
• Individuals are limited to one ETG per 12-month
period.
• Student financial need is not a principal criterion
• May not be used for a lower or lateral previously
awarded degree
• Additional details available online at www.atalink.org

The A/TA ETG Program.
Working to improve
America’s Air Mobility Force.
A/TQ •Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Summer 2003
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Association

ROUND-UP
Ladies and Gentlemen, Please Take Your Seats!
2003 A/TA Convention Planners Announce New “Rules of Engagement” for Convention Banquet Seating
• We need your help to ensure seating is properly arranged for all who
want to attend the 2003 Airlift Tanker Association banquet !
• Bob Ford, will be coordinating all advance/onsite-seating requests.
Bob can be reached by e-mail at either:
bobford01@comcast.net, or robert.g.ford2@boeing.com .
• An A/TA Banquet Seating Booth, located near the convention
registration booth, will be manned Thursday and Friday, 30-31 Oct,
from 0900 – 1800.
• ALL banquet attendees must first complete their convention “check
in” (or pay) at the registration booth, and then must confirm their
banquet attendance at the Banquet Seating Booth – even if you are a
part of a pre-convention group sign-up.

be contacted for any change in desired seat assignment prior to
the convention start (same procedure as last year, and will be
amplified in a message from AMC later this summer/fall).
4. Award Winners will be seated together with one guest.
Additional guests or family members should identify themselves
to be seated nearby.
5. All other industry representatives, organizations, exhibitors,
individuals – anyone else desiring to group themselves for
banquet seating should appoint a POC, collect names of their
attendees and guests, and submit the list to Bob Ford ASAP,
preferably prior to the convention, but NLT on site through
Friday, 31 October, 1800.

• Banquet seating requests will not be taken after 1800,
Friday, 31 October.

6. Those banquet attendees who have no preference will be
assigned seats as available up to the banquet registration close
time, Friday, 31 October, 1800.

• Most banquet seating will be assigned this year on a first-come-firstserved basis; tables are based on seating ten (10) persons per table.
Any of the following groups can make requests ahead of time:

7. Those banquet attendees who arrive on Saturday and have not
made previous seating arrangements should expect to sit in the
open-seating section.

1. Exhibitor VIP seating requests will be coordinated by Ed
Wiesner, VP for Industry, using his exhibitor banquet seating
form (in the Exhibitor Packet). If there are subsequent changes
to be made at the convention, they should be made with Bob
Ford at the Banquet Seating Booth. He will have the “master list”
from Ed Wiesner.

• There will be two seat assignment lists posted: one by last name
and one by table grouping. These lists will be posted early Saturday
morning, 1 Nov, in the Banquet Seating Booth area and at the
banquet hall entrance on Saturday night.

2. General Officers (retired O-9 and -10, and all active) and
Wing Commanders will be assigned seating (with our industry
partners).

• Group POCs will monitor the banquet seating areas to ensure people
find the correct tables and ensure only those who are registered and
have assigned seats gain entry into the assigned seating area.

3. Chapter/Wing points of contact (POCs) should collect, build
and coordinate seating lists of their attendees and submit them
as soon as available to Bob Ford for seat assignment; POCs will

• Thank you for your assistance!

See pages 18 & 19 for more
information on
this year’s
A/TA Convention
& Symposium.

30 October - 2 November, 2003

Registration Form on page 24.
6
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• Please submit seating requests early!

Headlines From

HEADQUARTERS
AMC Reorganizes to Better Serve Warfighters
By Gen. John W. Handy, Commander, U.S. Transportation Command and Air Mobility Command
Light, lean and agile. In a word,
expeditionary. On Oct. 1, 2003, AMC will
once again adapt to a changing environment.
Today the world is a much smaller and
dangerous place. As an organization, we
must streamline operations and leverage
technology to respond.
Highlighting the importance of forward
operations, 15th and 21st Air Forces will
be redesignated as Expeditionary Mobility
Task Forces, or EMTFs, taking over the lead
of AMC’s four subordinate Air Mobility
Operations Groups. AMC’s staff directorates
will transform to an “A-staff,” adopting a
common, joint organizational structure as
they continue to focus on “train, organize
and equip.” And, at the heart of it all, 18th
Air Force will stand up as AMC’s warfighting
component utilizing the Tanker Airlift
Control Center as its air operations center.
This isn’t the first time AMC has seen
change. The activation of Air Mobility
Command in 1992 was a tremendous
milestone in the evolution of America’s Air
Mobility Team. I had the honor of serving
as the first commander of the TACC and
have since seen its roles and responsibilities
increase over time. This restructuring
maximizes those capabilities as we stand up
one operations center under a single, threestar Numbered Air Force command element
charged with presenting forces to our
Combatant Commanders across the globe.
A three-star general will command 18 AF
and a one-star general will lead the TACC,
each located at Scott AFB, Illinois. Each
EMTF will fall under the command of a onestar general who will report directly to the
NAF Commander.
The result will be a single commander
charged with the tasking and execution
of all air mobility missions. AMC’s wings
and groups based in the continental
United States, as well as the EMTFs with
their subordinate AMOGs at Travis AFB,
California; Hickam AFB, Hawaii; McGuire
AFB, N.J. and Ramstein Air Base, Germany,
will report to 18 AF.
We will retain the heritage of the 15 AF
at Travis AFB and the 21 AF at McGuire
AFB. The lineage and honors of these proud
organizations will continue in the EMTFs,
which will perform the mission of leading
operations within our global en route

system.
As a former NAF commander and as the
AMC commander, I have watched the role

structure. For example, the headquarters will
stand up an “A-7” directorate combining
both civil engineers and services. For the first

“I had the honor of serving
as the first commander of the
TACC and have since seen
its roles and responsibilities
increase

over

time.

This

restructuring maximizes those
General John W. Handy

capabilities as we stand up
one operations center under
a single, three-star Numbered
Air Force command element
charged with presenting forces
to our Combatant Commanders
across the globe.”

of the Numbered Air Forces diminish over
time. This reorganization returns them to
their historical roots of executing global
mobility operations and eliminates functions
redundant to the AMC staff.
The activation of 18 AF takes us to the
future of NAF warfighting roles. It gives
us a clean reporting chain, reconnects
the disconnects and puts the Numbered
Air Force in operational control. It places
responsibility for warfighting directly with
the 18 AF commander.
This reorganization should be transparent
outside of our command but will have a
remarkable impact on our efficiency. The
greatest effect will be on our headquarters
staff, which will convert to an “A-Staff”

time, Mission Support Group Commanders
in the field will have a central point of
contact in the staff for these key functions.
The AMC staff will emerge as a true
headquarters to train, organize and equip,
leaving global operations to the 18 AF.
The time is right for this reorganization,
especially as we face the demands of the
Global War on Terrorism. We must have a
command structure that is light, lean and
more effective to meet the demands of the
Combatant Commanders.
America’s mobility forces are transforming
and, at the same time, retaining our proud
heritage.
See Related Stories on Pages 22 & 23
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STORY
Virtually all of America’s Mobility assets were involved in one way or another in Operation
Iraqi Freedom, and continue to support the rebuilding effort, but it’s the C-130 “Hercules”
that met the challenge of getting war materiel to where it was needed during combat and
continues to meet the daily, nitty-gritty needs of a land in desperate need of supplies.
Named for the mythological hero honored for physical strength, bravery and endurance
in performing a long series of arduous labors, the C-130 “Hercules” has lived up to its
heroic name throughout its long and storied history since it began flying in 1954. This
extraordinary airframe and the American men and women who fly and maintain it
embody the same qualities as the famous hero – strength, bravery and endurance – and the
C-130’s outstanding performance during Operation Iraqi Freedom will certainly add to its
already legendary record.
And, it’s important to note that Americans are not the only ones flying “Herks” in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Many other countries, including Britian, Australia and Japan,
are using the sturdy, reliable planes in a myriad of support missions.
The following stories and photos, only a few of the many that have come out of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, feature C-130 aircraft and the people who are operating them in the
continuing efforts to build a new life of freedom for the Iraqi people –

A Truly
Herculean
Effort

The C-130 Hercules
and Operation Iraqi Freedom
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM -- C-130 Hercules aircraft from the 485th Air Expeditionary Wing are lined up at a
forward-deployed location in Southwest Asia. Seven C-130 units, including Air Force Reserve Command’s 914th
Airlift Wing, Niagara Falls International Airport Air Reserve Station, N.Y., combined to form the largest collection
of C-130s in the world, wing officials said. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Manuel Martinez)
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Airlifters Play Big Role in Iraqi Freedom
Staff Sgt. Pamela Smith
320th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
A C-130 Hercules aircraft from the 320th Air Expeditionary Wing was
the first U.S. Air Force aircraft to land at an Iraqi airfield in the southern
part of the country after it was secured by coalition forces March 27.
The mission, flown by wing commander Col Rich Johnston and his
crew, was the first of many that flew the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division
forward to secure the airfield and surrounding area.
“I couldn’t be prouder of the entire operation,” Johnston said.
“There were many moving parts to this successful operation, such as

“(In March) we flew hundreds of sorties carrying thousands of
passengers and millions of pounds of cargo. ... Now that’s impressive,”
Johnston said.
Aircrew members on the mission are deployed from Dyess Air Force
Base, Texas, Little Rock AFB, Ark., and the Minnesota Air National
Guard.

4/7/2003

C-130 Landing in Baghdad Prompts
Fierce Battle
According to field reports, U.S. forces killed at least 100 Iraqi
soldiers in an overnight battle at the Baghdad airport. The fighting
came hours after a giant C-130 transport landed at the Baghdad
airport Sunday in the first known arrival of a U.S. plane in the Iraqi
capital since the airfield fell into U.S. hands last week.
The battle between members of the Army’s 101st Airborne Division
and uniformed Iraqi soldiers began just before sundown with probing
attacks from the Iraqis at the perimeter of the 13-square-mile airport.
The fighting lasted until about 1 a.m. Monday.
The Americans called in artillery and air strikes. A bomb aimed
at a crane at a palace missed its target but knocked off a sniper and
damaged the palace.
No U.S. casualties were reported.
The airport, captured in an all-night battle last week, is expected to
be a major resupply base for American forces and a key to channeling
aid to Iraqi civilians. It offers critical landing strips that will let the

U.S. Army soldiers board a C-130 Hercules at a forward-location on
April 4. The troops and aircraft deployed here in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Quinton T. Burris)

tactics planners, aircrews, aircraft maintainers, cargo and passenger
handling personnel, and airborne assets providing air support for our
flight into and out of Iraq, to name just a few.”
On the way to Iraq, the flight brought maintainers and parts into
Kuwait. The maintainers went on to Kuwait City so they can fix any
C-130s that need help en route to Iraq. Next, the flight picked up cargo
and passengers destined for the airfield in Iraq.
“We delivered the initial Tanker Airlift Control Element team,”
said Lt. Col. Cam Torrens, 772nd Expeditionary Airlift Squadron
commander. “We took in their command and control van, personnel
and security forces members.”
For the crew, this mission was unique in a few different ways. “It was
the blackest night ever. There was zero illumination from the moon
and none of us had ever trained in that type of darkness,” Torrens said.
“When we approached the airfield, we could see the runway lights with
(night-vision goggles). But when we got on the taxiway it was dark
again, and it was hard to tell what was out there.”
Johnston said once the aircraft stopped, the TALCE cargo was
unloaded within minutes. The C-130 was then loaded with four
survivors from a helicopter crash and pieces of the helicopter.
“The patients were going to Kuwait and then out to a hospital ship to
be checked out for sore backs and bruises, but they said they were ready
to get back into the fight after a few days of rest,” Johnston said.
Moving the patients reminded Torrens of his role in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
“We’re in the support business,” he said. “It’s not that we’re not
important, but we’re not the ones on the front line.”
Torrens appreciates what the troops on the ground are doing.
“Our plane doesn’t shoot back,” he said, “so U.S. forces must have
control on the ground. If we’re able to land that means the ground
troops have gotten the job done.”
Torrens said he understands how important his role is and is
anxiously awaiting the call to offer support again.
“We’re hoping for a call in about another week when we’re 100 miles
closer to Baghdad,” he said.

With aircraft landing day and night at Bashur Airfield in northern
Iraq, members of the 86th Air Mobility Squadron must stay on the
run to unload them quickly. In the two weeks the airmen have been
at the base, they have unloaded more than 10 million pounds of
cargo. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Keith Reed)
military hopscotch over the 350-mile supply line that now stretches
from the capital to U.S. bases in Kuwait.
It is also just 10 miles west of central Baghdad, adjacent to the
Radwaniyah presidential residence.

04/11/2003

Airlift Into Iraq Shows
No Sign of Slowing
by Louis A. Arana-Barradas
Air Force Print News
The airlift armada flying into Bashur Airfield in northern Iraq for the
past two weeks has dropped off more than 10 million pounds of cargo
bound for coalition forces.
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More than 170 C-17 Globemaster III and C-130 Hercules flights have
brought in the cargo. The planes land day and night and the rumble of
their engines rock this sprawling camp.
Master Sgt. Gerritt McCrory, the superintendent of mobile aerial

went into combat mode, increasing awareness to avoid potential Iraqi
threats. The plane made a spiraling combat descent and landed. Then,
with its engines still running, the ground crew offloaded the huge
tank.
A few minutes later, the C-17 was winging its way back to its
temporary home at Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany. By the time the jet
landed, its crew had put in a 26-hour day. Guevara didn’t care about the
long day. He was doing what he’d miss in a few months.
“We fly wherever we’re needed,” Guevara said. “Anywhere our
troops need support.”

4/12/2003

Air Traffic Increases Into Baghdad

Under cover of darkness members of a U.S. Air Force Mission Support
Team from McGuire Air Force Base, N.J., unload the first humanitarian assistance pallet from a C-130 Hercules at Baghdad International
Airport on April 12. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Cherie A.
Thurlby)
port operations for the 86th Expeditionary Contingency Response
Group, has a primary concern: that his 25 troops can control airfield
operations in total darkness.
Most of the aircraft land at night. The airmen who meet the aircraft,
including aerial port, aircraft maintenance and command and control
troops, do their job wearing night-vision goggles.
“Under night vision you have no depth perception. So pulling up to
an aircraft in pitch black can be dangerous,” McCrory said. “Plus the
aircraft are all doing engines-running offloads. That adds more pressure
because we have to offload them as fast as possible so they can get out
of town.”
During the past two weeks, McCrory’s team has not suffered any
injuries or damaged any aircraft, despite turning aircraft in from fiveto-15 minutes.
“We’re proud of that,” McCrory said. “Not many units can perform
at that level -- all the time -- while wearing night vision goggles.”
The planes have brought in almost all the troops, equipment,
supplies and food needed to sustain coalition forces in northern Iraq.
And there is no end in sight for the massive airlift, he said.
The intensive bombing campaign of Operation Iraqi Freedom has
not damaged the base’s long runway. It is the only runway capable of
handling strategic airlift aircraft in Northern Iraq. That makes the C-17s
the base’s most frequent visitors.
For Maj. Dave Guevara, a C-17 aircraft commander from the 17th
Airlift Squadron, Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., a recent mission to
deliver an M1 Abrams main battle tank and its crew from Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, to Iraq was special. It was his first and last flight into
Iraq. After a 20-year career flying “heavies,” he volunteered one last
time before retiring.
“I volunteered because I’ve been doing this for 20 years. It’s what I
do,” Guevara said. “I needed to do this.”
Guevara’s last flight wasn’t a cake walk. With the 66-ton tank and
full load of fuel, the C-17 was at its maximum takeoff weight. It was a
bit sluggish to fly until the jet burned fuel. He wasn’t worried, though.
He’d delivered an Abrams before and flew this kind of mission into
Afghanistan for a year.
As the jet flew into northern Iraq, the crew “went tactical.” That is, it
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“We’ve been waiting for this for a long time,” says Col. Alex
McDowell as he flies a C-130 into Baghdad. Even under the cover of
darkness the plane is coming in so low you feel you can reach out and
touch the sand dunes.
It is the first night of major U.S. military traffic into Baghdad’s main
airport.
On board the C-130 is Col. A. Ray Myers, who is assuming airfield
command. His plane is followed by a second 15 minutes later, then
eight C-17s. Because the runway is crated from bombing, the aircraft
touch down on a taxiway,
It’s midnight. There are no lights and each bird comes down
blacked out; only their massive engines and red-lit cargo bellies break
the blackness. Downtown Baghdad glows with fire in the distance and
artillery shells from a firefight just a couple miles away rumble the
ground.
As planes land, members of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division plow
through. Just a week before, they conquered the airfield. Now this
special Air Force team has landed to organize the war’s key air asset,
and make it a secure place for massive amounts of air traffic to begin
flowing.
“The first 72 hours are always chaotic, you arrive in the dark, you’re
pretty disoriented. Sometimes you feel like you are about to lose

A special operations HH-60G Pavehawk helicopter and a C-130 from
the 301st Rescue Squadron conducts an aerial refueling April 6 over
southern Iraq. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Shane A. Cuomo)
control,” Myers said.
The 21-person team, part of the Air Force’s Global Assessment Team,
climbs in the dark to the control tower, and sets up cots four floors up.
Three-and-a-half hours later, they’re back up — because they need to
get the airfield running regular missions before night falls.
Pilots had to make a lot of assumptions to get here, but they’re not
going to give the green light to the rest of the fleet until the team of
engineers, communications specialists, airfield managers and security
forces can get more hard data relayed.

The exercise requires a lot of diplomacy with the Army. The 3rd
Infantry Division continues to take casualties fighting for the airfield,
and in keeping it secure for the Air Force to begin operations. The
planes can come in low because Army ground units are engaging in

An EC-130H Compass Call aircraft from the 41st Expeditionary Electronic Combat Squadron refuels while flying a mission over Iraq
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Squadron airmen will return home
soon to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz. (U.S Air Force photo by
Master Sgt. Luis Drummond)
nightly skirmishes, taking out individuals who could destroy a slowmoving C-130 with a single surface missile.
“That’s our M.A.S.H. unit, taking in injuries from last night,” said
3rd ID Army Sgt. Maj. Mike Lockey, who is serving as a liaison between
the two forces. “Last night we had a firefight about three miles from
here. Just two or three persons with AK-47s, against the armament we
have, but still they’ll fight.”
When taking the airfield seven days ago, the Army came in 30 miles
behind the Air Force’s pinpointed bombing campaign. “We had a few
injuries, we lost a few soldiers,” Lockey said. “They (the Iraqis) lost
quite a few. They tried to hold onto the airfield, but our Army was just
too strong.”
There are three main areas to land aircraft, and one is already
completely populated by the 3rd ID’s Apache helicopters. The
second is the taxiway, which is deemed only a short-term solution
for Air Force traffic needs. The third are two 12,000-foot commercial
runways, which need repair. But those aren’t a long-term solution
either.
The State Department wants the commercial runways open as soon
as possible for humanitarian and commercial traffic, Myers says.
“Humanitarian, NGOs, everyone in the world is going to want to
land here,” Myers says. “They want the U.S. military out of here as
soon as possible, out of the limelight, and to let it be humanitarian.”
So the space crunch leads to some immediate, forceful diplomacy
between the Army and Air Force.
The first clash happens when the first C-130 makes a dawn
departure. A string of Army Humvees heads right toward the
accelerating aircraft; Myers and the crew try and wave them down.
Minutes later, a string of M-1 and Bradley tanks crunches through the
C-130s’ taxiway.
“Those tanks, they’ve got to have access somewhere, the Air Force
needs to understand that,” Lockey says. He’s a part of the team, on
the Army side, making the airfield transition possible. But there are
definitely two very different needs.
An hour later, Myers holds a high-level meeting with Army Col.
Jack Sterling, chief of staff to the 3rd Infantry Division. The space
crunch is brought up immediately.
“The runway has three large craters, I think, courtesy of the Air
Force,” Sterling points out.
Myers pushes the need for a perimeter for the aircraft.

“Last night, we had C-17s moving around with vehicles on the
runway. It definitely was not a friendly environment for aircraft,” said
Myers. “We need a sterile environment.”
Myers sets down an overarching policy: “From the Air Force
perspective, coalition forces land component commander, we’ve
got to work together,” Myers says. “But as ties go, as far as airfield
operations go, ties go to the Air Force.”
Otherwise, the cargo-carrying aircraft won’t get Myers’ green light
to come, because he won’t consider it safe. And the cargo is sorely
needed.
“We want to give you throughput as soon as possible,” Myers says.
Sterling agrees. “Yeah, we need that, we’ve been fighting for
21 days.” Agreements are set to meet every morning with each
component at the airfield to try and accommodate everyone. Myers,
who less than 10 hours before was standing in the C-130 cockpit as
Iraqi soil glided underneath him, walks out to start talking to his fleet,
which is waiting for his signal to fly.
“I need to send some e-mails,” Myers says, “saying, ‘release the
hounds.’”

04/16/2003

C-130 Delivers Medical Team to Iraq
by Senior Master Sgt. Rick Burnham
Air Force Print News
Some aircraft credited with delivering overwhelming military
capability to coalition forces in Operation Iraqi Freedom are now
distributing food, supplies and medical care to the people of Iraq,
officials said April 16.
One of the latest examples was the transport of a specialized
medical team to an airfield southeast of Baghdad, said Army Brig.
Gen. Vincent, deputy director of operations. Brooks spoke to reporters
during the daily press briefing at U.S. Central Command’s forward
headquarters in Qatar.

U.S. Air Force aeromedical-evacuation technicians carry Army Private 1st Class Jeffrey Wolf from the medical airlift staging facility at
Baghdad International Airport to a C-130 Hercules on April 22. The
15 people who staff the MASF are responsible for getting sick and
wounded people out of the combat environment and into a hospital
where they can receive more extensive care. The staff medically
evacuated 56 patients in its first six days through April 22. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Staff Sgt. Cherie A. Thurlby)
“Medical care and public health are areas seeing coalition focus,”
he said. “For example, three pallets of medical supplies and 17 health
professionals, including four doctors, arrived at Salman Pak via
coalition C-130 Hercules aircraft and were transported by ground to
the main medical complex in Baghdad.”
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Medical supplies are also being flown into Baghdad International
Airport, Brooks said.
“Baghdad International Airport is a very busy place, with military
support activity, but also with the flow of humanitarian supplies.
Multiple short tons of humanitarian assistance, mostly medical
supplies, are flowing into Baghdad International and being pushed
out to the Iraqi people for use,” he said.
Brooks said a number of civilians require medical treatment
throughout the country, and that coalition forces are committed to
providing as much assistance as possible.
“We have provided medical care to any (civilians) we have
encountered,” he said. “More medical aid is coming in to make it
possible for more to be treated in a variety of areas.
“We know that some of the hospitals are overwhelmed at the
current time, and most of them are operating at some sort of reduced
capacity, because of a lack of supplies or a lack of water. We facilitate
as much as possible to provide as much relief as can be done.”

04/16/2003

C-130 Crews Keep the Supplies Coming
Master Sgt. Chuck Roberts
Air Force Print News
When coalition air forces erupted in battle full force, it was business
as usual for Master Sgt. John Spillane and fellow aircrew members of
the 320th Air Expeditionary Squadron.
As a C-130 Hercules loadmaster for the 320th AES, he and fellow
cargo aircrews were busy setting the stage before the beginning of the
air war over Iraq. Their efforts have been noticed.
“With the volunteer work of our Guard and Reserve units, (Air

A British C-130J launches flare countermeasures prior to being the
first coalition aircraft to land on the newly reopened military runway
at Baghdad International Airport, July 1, 2003. The military runway
was bombed by coalition aircraft and has been closed since the
beginning of the war. The runway was repaired by the 1st Expeditionary Red Horse Group and the 447th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron and is now operational. The British transport delivered
cargo and passengers to Baghdad in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Robert R. Hargreaves Jr.)
Mobility Command officials were) able to have the people and
supplies in place so the president could act when he wanted to,
without going through a mobilization effort,” said Dr. James G. Roche,
secretary of the Air Force, during a recent visit to AMC headquarters at
Scott Air Force Base, Ill., to visit with active duty, Guard and Reserve
commanders.
The quiet buildup of resources in the Middle East before the
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opening days of the war, and the “spectacular” continued air support
of AMC forces during the campaign will earn a place in the history
books, Roche said.
“I think you’ve done some historic things, such that those who
study conflict 50 years from now will probably have part of (a) chapter
about this dramatic ability to allow American and coalition forces to
fight from a great distance,” Roche said. So far during Operation Iraqi
Freedom, a majority of the 28,500 sorties have been mobility related;
5,300 airlift sorties and 5,800 refueling sorties.
The sorties have been long and varied for Spillane, who deployed
from the 50th Airlift Squadron at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.
Aircrews have routinely put in 15-hour days flying low-level nighttime
missions delivering the “beans and bullets” necessary to keep the war
machine running.
Spillane said his unit also assisted in an aeromedical mission when
two Marines were critically injured when their armored personnel
carrier was struck by a rocket propelled grenade.
As a 20-year Air Force veteran, Spillane has served during the fall of
the Berlin Wall and Operation Desert Storm. Spillane said he is “very
proud of what we are doing here.”
Maj. Dan Keneflick, a C-130 pilot deployed from the Minnesota
Air Nation Guard’s 133rd Airlift Wing with, said he marvels at the
dramatic change of events that led him to supporting a war in the
Middle East with the 320th AES.
“Just six weeks ago most of us were at our civilian jobs,” Keneflick
said. “Six weeks later ... we are flying ... with night-vision goggles. It’s
very impressive, and I’m proud to serve with these people who make
tremendous sacrifices.”
Since his arrival, Keneflick said he and fellow C-130 crews have
been “all over the Persian Gulf” delivering whatever cargo is needed
to keep Operation Iraqi Freedom on track. “You just do your mission,”
Keneflick said. “You realize you’re a very small piece in a very huge
puzzle. You just do your job and be satisfied with it.”
Senior Airman Ryan Bechtold left one job for another. The
loadmaster said the busy season is approaching at the campground
he runs with his uncle back home in Minnesota. Bechtold said it was
difficult leaving his uncle with twice the work, but knows his job is
important.
Ammo, food, water -- “If it needs to be hauled into the (area of
responsibility,) we haul it to them,” said Bechtold, who also is with
the Minnesota Air National Guard.
Capt. George Clark has seen a lot of the AOR through his cockpit
window. The C-130 pilot, also deployed from Little Rock AFB, said he
has “watched the sun go down and watched the sun come up again”
during missions stretching to 12 hours of flying time.
Clark said his life has been made easier by the support of the Air
National Guard. “It has been a very seamless integration,” Clark
said of the merging of active duty and guardsmen. “It’s like we’ve
been flying three to four years together.” (Master Sgt. Karen Petitt
contributed to this report)

4/23/2003

Daylight Delivery for Baghdad
Staff Sgt. Victoria Meyer
485th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
Well aware of the threats on the ground around Baghdad, Iraq, a
crew of six from the West Virginia Air National Guard loaded up their
C-130 Hercules and headed for Iraq.
The crew, who are deployed to a desert air base in Southwest Asia,
said the mission was similar to the ones in the past but this felt a little
different. It was their first trip into Baghdad, and it was a daytime
mission.
“There is a higher level of threat because it is a daytime mission,

they can see us from the ground,” said Maj. Sea Chavers, the aircraft
commander. “But we have been waiting to get into Baghdad.
“For us it is like getting into the game,” he said.
“It was different going into Baghdad because there was so much
going on on the ground,” said Maj. Bart Cavendish, the crew’s
navigator.
The crew had been delivering cargo mainly to remote locations
where there are not a lot of towns and buildings to scan for threats,
the crew said. Around Baghdad, however, there were several towns
that required scanning.
The crew members said it was great to do what they were actually
trained for - missions in combat -- even though before they were
deployed they expected to be primarily flying scheduled theater airlift
missions. “We train for combat missions about 90 percent of the
time,” Chavers said.
During Operation Desert Storm, the West Virginia C-130s flew
mainly combat support missions and rarely flew into the combat area,
he said. So far in Operation Iraqi Freedom, though, almost all C-130
sorties have been combat sorties, said Col. Randy Jones, the 485th
Operations Group commander here.
The six crew members not only fly together, they sleep in the same
tent, eat at the same dining facility, and spend most of their off-time
together, they said.
“This is better than a debrief because if you do something wrong,
you hear about it for days,” said 1st Lt. Brian Preece, the crew’s copilot. Crews are kept together in a wartime environment to help
establish and maintain consistency among aircrews, he said.
“Crews are selected based on experience level and how they well
they gel together,” Tech. Sgt. Shane Crum, the flight engineer, said.
“You need to be able to depend on (other crew members), especially
during combat operations,” Chavers said. Crew members do not have
time to worry about what someone else is doing and if they are doing
it right, he said.
This deployment did not come as much of a surprise for the crew.
It was not a matter of if they were called; it was a matter of when,
Cavendish said. The West Virginia crew was activated March 3 and
deployed March 6, he said.
After the crew dropped off their valuable cargo to the troops at the
Baghdad airport, they received an unexpected return load.
On the runway, one young soldier raised a handful of letters to a
crew member. There was unspoken trust that the crew would send
them off for him.

5/2/2003

Jamming Squadron Accomplishes Mission
by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez
64th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
After more than 220 sorties, almost 2,000 combat flying hours and
more than 6,000 jammed enemy signals in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the airmen of the 41st Expeditionary Electronic Combat
Squadron can call it a day.
As part of the 64th Air Expeditionary Wing deployed to Southwest
Asia, the 41st EECS played a key role during the war by disrupting
Iraqi military communications to support many operations, including
the rescue of Army Pfc. Jessica Lynch.
The 41st flies the EC-130H Compass Call aircraft, and its mission is
to jam unfriendly communications, making it difficult for an enemy
to command and control its forces, said Lt. Col. Don Bacon, the 41st
EECS commander.
“We were involved with almost every major operation that went on
in Iraq,” the commander said. “It was very demanding.”
Flying over Iraq took the squadron’s maintenance crews to new
levels.

“I think the guys found new limits in themselves because they
got pushed beyond the exhaustion point,” said Master Sgt. Daniel
Johnson, the night-shift production supervisor. “We worked 45 or 50
12-hour shifts in a row with no days off, and everybody held up really
well.”
The airmen held up, but maintaining some of the equipment was a
challenge.
“It just seemed odd that we were changing so many parts,” said
Senior Airman David Pazak, an aircraft propulsion craftsman. “We

An MC-130E Combat Talon loadmaster ties down boxes containing
leaflets to be dropped over Basra, Iraq. The leaflets send a message
that coalition forces are here to help, ask that Iraqi civilians not get
in the way of coalition forces and ask Iraqi soldiers to capitulate. (U.S.
Air Force Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremy T. Lock)
started thinking about it and looking at the hours we were generating.
We did six months of maintenance in a four-week period.”
During the war, the unit worked 24-hour operations launching an
aircraft approximately every eight hours, said Maj. Steven Weld, the
maintenance flight commander.
“It just didn’t seem to end,” he said. “Constantly, maintenance
had to be done.”
“We always had a plane to give them,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Duncan Tanaka, the maintenance superintendent.
Maintainers turned the planes over to the aircrews who then
ventured into the not so friendly skies.
“We typically fly (on) the friendly side, jamming deep into the
enemy side,” Bacon said. “Here we flew way forward, and that was a
little bit stressful.
“We were seeing unguided missiles flying by ... and that’s not
something we’re used to.”
“It keeps you on the edge of your seat knowing that there were
people down there who would love to shoot you down,” said Lt.
Col. Brad Byrd, the squadron operations officer who flew during the
conflict in what were typically 13-hour missions.
To add to the challenges, the unit also dealt with last-minute
mission changes, such as one received April 1 diverting them to the
Nasiriya area of Iraq from their original mission.
“We weren’t told what the mission was,” Bacon said. “Just jam any
Iraqi stuff in that region.
“The next day we heard that Private Lynch was rescued in
Nasiriya.”
A senior official at the combined air operations center later
contacted 41st EECS officials and told them ‘you guys did a great job,
you had a direct impact on the mission,’ Bacon said.
After a nearly six-month deployment that started in November,
airmen from the 41st EECS are proud of their accomplishments and
are happy to be returning home to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,
Ariz. (Courtesy of Air Combat Command News Service)
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05/06/2003

Ops Tempo Accelerates for
Guard C-130 Air Crews
President Bush has declared an end to major combat in Iraq,
but that just means more work for the crews flying Delaware’s Air
National Guard C-130 cargo planes into and out of Iraq.
Not that those planes and crews have had much downtime since
they landed almost two months ago at an undisclosed air base in
southwest Asia.
While some assume the end of combat means everyone in the
military is downshifting, these airmen - a nurse, a first-grade teacher,
a shop foreman and a corporate pilot among them - are cranking it up
even more.
The planes they fly are smaller and more agile than Dover Air Force
Base’s C-5s, and can go almost anywhere in Iraq. A C-130 was the
first U.S. plane to land after troops captured the first Iraqi air base, for
example.
“This is where we really get involved in what happens next,” said
Lt. Col. Jim Kohler, 44, of Newark, commander of the 142nd Airlift
Squadron and assistant director of operations at its base at the New
Castle County Airport. “I’m not sure what that will be - humanitarian,
rebuilding Iraq, whatever the president wants us to do.”
Their 12-hour duty days often stretch to 14 and 18 hours.
“Once it [Iraq] was secured enough for us to fly, we had a lot of stuff
to move,” said Maj. George Fink, “We’ve been busy resupplying the
Army with everything they’re in need of - vehicles, a lot of cargo, food
and ammunition, personnel.”
Just about every other day, Fink’s flight crew flies into and out of
Baghdad and other locations in and near Iraq. Sometimes they’ve
flown in blackout conditions, using night-vision goggles. Always they
are alert for potential danger.
The workload keeps them from worrying about stuff like that,
said Sr. Master Sgt. James Caudell, 49, of Newark, who works as a
loadmaster and longs for a good seafood dinner.
“No one has been injured while we’ve been away and a lot of that
has to do with training,” he said. “... If you concentrate on what you
have to do your mind doesn’t have the opportunity to wander to
things that may or may not happen.”
The demand for airlift has been extreme.
Co-pilot Capt. Cheryl Pauley, a 39-year-old registered nurse from
Newark, said the crew flew more than 27 tons of cargo to several
destinations in the area one day last month.
“The best thing for me is that after 16 years of being in the National
Guard I’m actually able to use my training to serve my country,” said
Pauley, whose civilian service generally takes place in Christiana
Hospital’s radiology department. “Every bit of training we’ve done
back in Delaware had us ready for this.”
More than 100 aircraft maintenance specialists from Delaware
are at the base where Fink and Pauley’s flight crew is camped. One
of them is Hockessin native Master Sgt. Lorin Peterson, 40, a C-130
engine mechanic.
The windswept, gritty conditions make guys like Peterson - who has
22 years of experience with C-130s - essential.
“The dust storms are really tremendous,” Peterson said. “They have
blown the tents down since we’ve been here and you have to wear
goggles just to keep the sand out of your eyes.”
Keeping it out of aircraft components is a battle, too.
“The sand is wreaking havoc on our airplaces,” said Peterson, who
said he misses his 6-year-old daughter. “It’s such a fine dust, it’s eating
away at our engines and taking away the efficiency of the engines.
We’re trying to keep the engines clean. That means a lot of extra
washing and inspections.”
If not for the war, Lt. Col. Thomas Ruocco, 48, of Newark, would be
standing in front of a first-grade class at Red Clay Consolidated School
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District’s Forest Oak Elementary School.
Instead of helping kids find their way through letters and lines,
Ruocco is navigating for his C-130 crew - calculating times, locations,
airspeeds and conditions to ensure the plane gets where it needs to be
when it needs to be there.
As a loadmaster, Master Sgt. John Crowley, 40, of Hebron, Md., is in
charge of making sure the cargo in the plane is secure and in proper
balance for flight.
Crowley, a cabinet shop foreman, said he has been amazed at how
well the units have worked together despite exhausting, difficult
conditions.
“You sleep within an arm’s distance of someone else,” he said, “and
at times everybody has their feuds. But it’s nice to see how everybody
works together as one.”
Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Wilson, a 31-year-old AstraZeneca employee from
Middletown, said he feels a sense of pride in what the U.S. military
has accomplished.
“We’re out there getting the job done,” said Wilson, whose first
child was born just three weeks before he was deployed.
“... And it’s also knowing that we’re helping the Iraqi people.”
Kohler, a corporate pilot for the DuPont Co., said whatever the next
missions are, the Delaware crews will be ready.
“This is where we really shine,” he said. “A lot of other aircraft
cannot do the mission that we’re doing.
“We’re still right in the middle of everything.

7/16/2003

C-130 Fired Upon While Landing
Suspected pro-Saddam Hussein insurgents fired a surface-to-air
missile at a U.S. military C-130 transport plane as it was landing at
Baghdad International Airport Wednesday, but missed the target, a
coalition military spokesman said.
The attack occurred at 8:45 a.m. The military said it was
investigating, but would give no further details about whether the
plane was carrying passengers, cargo or both.
L. Paul Bremer, the top U.S official in Iraq, had said he wanted to
get commercial air service restarted by mid-July, but the coalition has
since backed off that date, citing security concerns.
“We are still working with problems related to security, immigration
and customs,” Bremer said Tuesday. “We’re not ready at this time.”

A TOTAL FORCE EFFORT

Marine C-130 Pilot Reflects On Role In
Operation Iraqi Freedom
By Master Sgt. Robert Cargie / U.S. Marine Corps
During the combat phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Maj. Dana
Arenson, a Marine Corps Reserve C-130 transport pilot, and his crew
provided a lifeline transporting supplies to the Marines fighting the
enemy. Arensen, a reservist from Baltimore and assigned to the 3rd
Marine Air Wing in Iraq, logged hundreds of hours in the C-130
during the Marines movement north towards Baghdad.
“I felt that I was a direct part of the operation,” Arenson said.
“When items like water, ammunition and food were needed quickly,
we were employed to ferry that stuff up to where it was needed most.
It was very fulfilling”
Now, after the hostilities have diminished, he is still ‘behind the
stick’ of the C-130. His job remains the same but the supplies he
transports are different.
While planning for combat operations in Iraq, the Defense
Department needed to consider numerous contingencies, including

humanitarian supply assistance for the Iraqi people. In the event of
a breakdown in food and water distribution throughout the country,
the military was prepared to provide these supplies in the fastest way
possible. This included flying in supplies by air.
The 3rd Marine Air Wing was to have a major role in that operation.
As it turned out, the need for food and water was limited but the need
for medical and other essential supplies became critical. Working
with the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force [1st MEF] Humanitarian
Assistance Coordination Center, the air wing transports thousands
of pounds of supplies to cities and towns throughout southern Iraq,

Maj. Dana Arenson, a Marine Corps Reserve C-130 transport pilot,
a reservist from Baltimore and assigned to the 3rd Marine Air Wing
in Iraq, and his crew provided a lifeline transporting supplies to the
Marines during their movement north towards Baghdad. (USMC
Photo by Master Sgt. Robert Cargie)
weekly.
Lt. Col. Christopher Buescher of Pleasanton, Calif, is the HACC’s
air operations officer. He is a Marine aviator and understands the
importance of air transport capabilities.
“It’s a matter of time. We will work with non-governmental
organizations to get critical or perishable supplies to where they
are needed,” Buescher said. “What could take one or two days to
transport by truck we can get there by air in one to two hours.”
As an example, Buescher related an incident where insulin was
critically needed in the town of An Numimanayah. The HACC located
an NGO that had the medicine available and Buescher coordinated
air transport with the 3rd MAW. Within 24 hours of the identified
need, the medicine was delivered to health care professionals for
distribution to those in need.
“The NGO welcome the fact we can get supplies to where they’re
needed, quickly,” Buescher said. “It allows them to compress their
timelines and create an almost instant impact on any critical
situation.”
Arenson said that if his involvement has a direct impact on any of
the people involved in the operation - Marines or Iraqis - he has made
a contribution.

Like father, Like Son in Southwest Asia
By Staff Sgt. Pamela Smith
320th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
The decision to follow their fathers into the military wasn’t a
difficult one for 1st Lt. Chris Pfeil Jr. and Staff Sgt. Tim McNelis, both
from the 914th Airlift Wing, Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, N.Y.
“I was introduced to it very young,” said Chris Jr., a C-130 pilot
with the 772nd Expeditionary Airlift Squadron. “So joining the
military was always something I kept in the back of my mind.”
Pfeil said his father, Senior Master Sgt. Chris Pfeil Sr., a C-130
loadmaster also assigned to the 772nd EAS, never pressured him but
set an example for him to follow.
“It had to be his decision,” said Chris Sr., “and it was important to
support him in whatever he chose to do.”
“I’ve always wanted to fly, and this was the best decision,” Chris Jr.
said, “but he never pushed it.”
For Tim, a C-130 crew chief assigned to the 320th Expeditionary
Maintenance Squadron, it was his father’s advice against joining
another branch of the service that encouraged him to try the Air Force
Reserve Command.
“He wanted to join the Marines at first and then he talked about the
Army,” said Senior Master Sgt. Jerry McNelis, a C-130 loadmaster with
the 772nd EAS, “but I talked him out of it.”
Tim said he’s happy with the decision he made to join the Reserve
because it allowed him to continue with school, and two years ago he
was hired as a full-time air reserve technician.
He also is happy he’s had the opportunity to deploy with his father
in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.
“It’s good to have a family member here,” Tim said. “You always
have someone to talk to.”
Knowing that his father will be flying on one of his aircraft also
makes him want to go that extra step.
“It gives me the incentive to work that much harder knowing my
dad is on my plane,” he said.
For the Pfeils, being deployed here together has given both of them
peace of mind.
“Any parent or child is going to be concerned,” said Chris Sr., “but
when Chris goes on a mission, chances are I was there the day before
so I know the environment and what he can expect and that helps.”
(AFRC News Service)

And, Lest We Forget…

MSgt. Jerry Deyoe of the 682nd Air Support Operations Squadron
leads a group of airmen carrying a flag-draped transfer case to a
C-130 Hercules at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, on April 26. A1C
Raymond Losano, 24, a tactical air command and control specialist
assigned to the 14th ASOS at Pope Air Force Base, N.C. was killed
April 25 during a firefight in Afghanistan near the Pakistani border.
(U.S. Air Force photo by TSgt. Adam Johnston)

…Operation Enduring Freedom Continues.
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Corporate

CLOSE-UP

Airlift/Tanker Association Corporate Members as of 15 May 2003:
AAR Mobility Systems
AIRGO Industries
American Trans Air, Inc.
ARINC
Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association

Convention time is fast approaching
and, by all accounts, we expect it to be the
best ever. It’s a great opportunity to visit
with some old friends, make new ones and
see what’s going on in the world of Air
Mobility.
For those of you who haven’t been to the
Anaheim Marriott before it’s a great venue.
We’ve got about the same number of booth
spaces we had last year at Nashville. It’s filling
up quickly but we do have some good spots
still available. Exhibit information is located
on the A/TA website (www.atalink.org). Just
click on the Corporate Members Tab and
you’ll find it under the heading Exhibitor
Package Links. We’re looking into putting in
a separate tab for exhibitors next year and
getting the information onto the web earlier.
We’ve still got a few procedural glitches to
work out but nothing that appears to be
insurmountable.
If you have any questions or suggestions
give me a call or fire off an e-mail (contact
info inside back cover.) I look forward to
seeing all of you in Anaheim in October.
Ed Wiesner

BAE Systems of North America
Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc.
Bombardier Aerospace
Booz Allen Hamilton
Bose Corporation
CAE
Computer Sciences Corporation
DynCorp
EADS CASA
Engineered Support Systems, Inc
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corporation
Evergreen International Airlines, Inc.
Federal Express Corporation (FedEx)
Federated Software Group
FlightSafety International
FMC Airport Equipment
GE Aircraft Engines
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
Hamilton Sundstrand
Honeywell International, DAS
Kellstrom Industries Defense Aerospace Division
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Metric Systems Corporation
Northrop Grumman-Electronic Systems
Parker Hannifin Corporation
Phantom Products, Inc.
Pratt & Whitney/Military Engines
Raytheon Aircraft Company
L-3 Communications
Raytheon EW Systems
Rockwell Collins, Inc
Rolls-Royce North America
SAIC
Sierra Research, an Integrated Defense Technologies Company
Smiths Aerospace
Systems & Processes Engineering Company
Standard Aero Ltd.
Telephonics Corporation
The Boeing Company
Volga Dnepr-Unique Air Cargo
Vought Aircraft Industries, Inc.
Wel-Fab
World Airways
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Corporate Members in the News
ARINC

New Aeromedical Pallet
System Converts Airplanes to
Ambulances

ARINC Engineering Services, LLC, has
introduced a modular pallet system that
converts any standard cargo aircraft into a
high-capacity aerial evacuation ambulance.
The system can also convert passenger
aircraft to carry patients on standard NATO
medical litters.
The ARINC Aeromedical Pallet System
(AAPS) was developed for the U.S. Air Force,
and is now being offered to the world’s
defense and civilian emergency agencies for
use with existing aircraft. The AAPS is being
highlighted at the 2003 Paris Air Show, June
15-22, Hall Three, Booth C6-2 (State of
Oklahoma booth.)
The AAPS system is based on an aluminum
cargo pallet that can be equipped with seats
to carry ambulatory patients or upright

stanchions to carry medical litters. Each
AAPS pallet can carry up to 8 patients.
Depending upon the aircraft type, cargo
planes using the AAPS system can carry from
30 to 168 patients. The system stanchions
can also be fitted on the seat-mounting rails
of passenger aircraft, converting them to
carry medical litters.
The AAPS system is shipped in fitted
storage containers that allow a complete
pallet module (with seats and/or litter
stanchions) to be delivered as air cargo,
and stacked as needed in storage facilities.
When the AAPS system is pre-positioned at
an airfield, cargo aircraft can be reconfigured
to carry patients in less than 30 minutes.
AAPS pallets can also be used on transport
trucks, inside medical tents in the field,
or aboard ships for patient transport
or stationary care. ARINC is planning
additional pallet configurations including
a lavatory pallet, sleeping pallet, and VIP
pallet with four seats mounted around an
adjustable work table.

Engineered Support
Systems, Inc.
ESSI Receives U.S. Air Force
Contracts
TUNNER SUPPORT
Engineered Support Systems, Inc. received
a new contract totaling $8.7 million from
the U.S. Air Force to support its Tunner 60K
Cargo Loader/Transporters deployed at U.S.
military bases worldwide. The contract is for
Interim Contractor Support (ICS) and calls
for technical services and spare parts support
at over 60 bases around the globe, according
to Michael F. Shanahan, Sr., Chairman and
CEO.
The Tunner, designed and manufactured
exclusively by Engineered Support’s Heavy
Military Support Equipment business
segment, is a versatile, mobile vehicle with
a load capacity of 30 tons. Using a Tunner,
military transports such as the C-17 and C5 as well as large commercial cargo aircraft
can be loaded and unloaded in a fraction of
the time previously required, dramatically
improving the efficiency of the military’s
rapid deployment operations. Tunners are
being used daily to support the war on
terrorism and to aid in humanitarian relief
efforts in potentially hostile areas. Work
under the new contract is expected to run
through February 2004.
“The Tunner has been an outstanding
program for the Company in terms of
both production and ongoing logistics
support for several years,” commented
Shanahan. “Add-on business such as this

GULFSTREAM

Gulfstream Courts VeteranOwned Small Businesses

Gulfstream Aerospace, a wholly owned
subsidiary of General Dynamics, opened its
doors recently to 25 veteran-owned small
businesses across the country, enabling
them to learn more about Gulfstream
and determine whether their company’s
products or services could be used by the
business jet manufacturer.
This Procurement Open House was
conducted on April 23 at four Gulfstream
locations and 56 other General Dynamics
sites throughout the country. The events
generated more than 350 inquiries
by
veteran-owned
businesses
about
conducting business with General Dynamics
subsidiaries.

lifecycle management contract illustrate
our commitment to make the Tunner one of
America’s most dependable and functional
pieces of large military support equipment.
We are proud to provide the Tunner,
including its worldwide logistics support,
as integral components of the U.S. military’s
mission to support the rapid deployment of
forces and equipment to multiple locations
around the globe.
SPECIAL FORCES RADAR SYSTEM
Engineered Support Systems, Inc. also
received a contract valued at up to $44.2
million from the U.S. Air Force for depot level
repairs of its AN/APQ-170 Combat Talon II
(CT-II) Terrain Following Radar system. The
initial order under the contract totals $5.1
million with seven separate contract options
worth up to an additional $39.1 million over
the term of the contract. The work includes
engineering support and replacement parts
for a multitude of CT-II units currently used
aboard U.S. Air Force aircraft. The repairs
under this contract will be performed at the
Company’s Systems & Electronics Inc. (SEI)
subsidiary’s St. Louis facilities through 2011,
according to Jerry Daniels, Vice Chairman
and CEO.
The AN/APQ-170 radar was developed by
SEI to meet the operational requirements of
the U.S. Air Force Special Operations Forces.
This dual-band multi-mode radar system
provides the MC-130H Combat Talon II fleet
with the most advanced terrain-following
and terrain-avoidance navigation capability
available today. The Combat Talon II has
most recently been used extensively by the
U.S. military in both the Afghanistan and
Iraq operations.
Initiated by General Dynamics in
partnership with the U.S. Department of
Veteran Affairs Center for Veteran Enterprise
(CVE), the Procurement Open House
provided veteran-owned businesses a higher
degree of access to bidding and contracting
with its subsidiaries.
“Gulfstream is committed to providing
access to small businesses that may have
more difficulty than large companies in
making and securing business contacts
within our company,” said Vince Hrenak, vice
president, materials, Gulfstream. “Because
these business owners have selflessly served
in our country’s military, we felt it is only
right to open our doors to say ‘thank you’
and to provide them the opportunity to
talk to procurement decision makers about
future business opportunities.”
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30 Oct – 2 Nov 2003
Anaheim Marriott Hotel
Anaheim, California
(714) 750-8000
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*Registration will close 15 minutes prior to evening events. All events and times subject to change.

Register Early
and Save!

Who to contact:
Convention Registration: Bud Traynor: (703) 385-2802 | ata@atalink.org

Register
on or before
24 September
and save
$25.00

Golf Tournament: Wally Herzog: (817) 573-3136 | wallace.herzog@smiths-aerospace.com

Registration Form
on page 28.

Symposium / Seminars: Bob Dawson: (616) 241-7954 | bob.dawson@smiths-aerospace.com

Magazine Advertising: Nick McCollough: (478) 923-0968 | nmccollough@rav.mgacoxmail.com

Convention Exhibits: Ed Wiesner: (314) 233-4659 | edward.j.wiesnerjr@boeing.com
Room Reservations: See www.atalink.org for Main Hotels information.
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Please reread the instructions on the form and below to better understand what is expected. Every year, we have a few soulful requests
for exceptions to our rules on refunds: We don’t grant them.
We know that the instructions for the registration form have become quite lengthy. But this is to allow the maximum flexibility for
each registrant. Without the complexity, cancellation and refund opportunities would be impossible. There are limits to the flexibility
however. When Bud and Pam move to the convention site (approx 1 week before the convention), so moves the A/TA headquarters office.
That means a fax to the Virginia office after they have departed for the convention won’t be received until their return from the convention.
Don’t do it. Track them down at the hotel.
Cancellation:
Cancellation Fees. $10 through 24 Sep; $20 through 24 Oct, $25 thereafter
Refunds may be made based on your cancellation confirmation number,
obtained after personal cancellation with Bud or Pam Traynor, prior to events,
at (703) 385-2802 before 24 Oct, 1700 EST; or at their hotel room; or from
them at the A/TA registration booth (not hotel registration desk) via the
switchboard (please no relayed requests or requests to other workers).Card
refunds will be made back to your card; check payment will be refunded
individually by check to each individual. We intend to make all refunds before
year end. While refunds should be automatic, subsequent requests without a
cancellation number will not be honored. Did we mention? Membership dues
are not refundable.
Passing your cancellation through an intermediary is risky. If they
forget to contact Bud or Pam, or they try to pass through yet another
person – say a registration worker, or a board member – the registrant
is still responsible for full payment. The fees charged barely cover
minimum expenses for A/TA and there just isn’t extra money to cover
someone’s error or lack of responsibility – no matter how important
the TDY or family emergency. A/TA has less capability to be generous
than the hotel and you know THEY charge for a no-show, regardless
of the excuse. Make the effort; it’s the only way to be sure you won’t
be stuck with the bill.
Membership:
Membership must be current through November to register at the
member rate. The membership fee is non-refundable. Ever. If you wish
to register at the member rate and need to pay dues, please do it on
the same registration form -- even if you are paying for registration
with an IMPAC card (you can use 2 cards on the form). No need to
first become a member separately. Armed with your SSN, you can check
your membership and registration status at www.budtraynor.com.
Registration:
Do not send a cover page and do not send a corrected copy. If you
have a correction, just call or email us. Payment must always accompany
the form, regardless of method of payment or form. Registration forms
with checks MUST be mailed together. Marrying them up later is too time
consuming and error generating. If you send a form via fax or mail or email,
please do not send it a second way, or send twice. Everyone with a valid email
address will be sent an email confirmation when the registration is processed.
Early registration is only an incentive to register early for
administrative processing reasons – not just for early payment of the
money. This means, for example, if you do not have the name of the
person, you cannot just pay by the deadline and get an early rate.
Similarly, if you want to register someone after the early registration
deadline, you must pay the higher pre-convention rate for the new
person. The canceled person will be reimbursed at the rate paid (less
cancellation fee and dues, if applicable). If you choose to fax your
registration form, recommend you not wait until the last day. If the
fax machine is too busy for you to get through, we will not receive
your form early, and the higher pre-convention rate will apply. If you
need to have your account charged by a certain date, be sure to indicate
it on your form. Credit cards otherwise may get charged immediately
or some time later, depending on workload.
To register at the member rate, membership must be current through
November. The membership fee is non-refundable. Members may receive the
early rate only if this completed form and full payment are postmarked or

received by 24 Sep. Incomplete forms or incomplete payment do not qualify
for early rate. Use one form for a registrant and non-member guest; your guest
registers at the member rate. Spouses, who are A/TA members, should complete
a separate form. We can take VISA or MC only with SSN and email address,
card number, exp date, and signature. (NO AMEX or Discover). Full registration
includes all events except golf.
Postmark all mailed registrations NLT 17 Oct to ensure it arrives
before the office moves to the hotel. After that, plan on web or fax
NLT 1700 24 Oct, or registering at the hotel Wednesday or later onsite at the higher rate.
Substitutions:
There can be no substitutions. Individuals may be canceled and
individuals may register. Specifically, no one may capture someone
else’s early rate after the early deadline. We cannot bank funds.
Remember a new registration must have all information supplied on
a new form. Dues are neither transferable nor refundable to a person
cancelling. (See cancellation instructions) This includes IMPAC card
transactions.
IMPAC Cards or Group Registrations:
If use of IMPAC cards or other group registration is approved, all
tracking must be managed at the local level. We treat all registrations
as individual registrations. All completed registration forms, including
dues payments if applicable, must be received at the same time via the
web registration (www.atalink.org). If any person is submitted who is not a
current member through November, we will charge $30 dues to the IMPAC
card if that is the only card given. Alert your IMPAC card monitor to this
possibility. Some units have individuals give paper copies (with a separate
credit card for dues ) to the card manager who then keys in the registrations
with the IMPAC card number. It is not necessary to do membership first;
please do both on the registration form.
It will be usually possible (not a dedicated server) to query the database
directly for your membership and registration status. Please try:
www.budtraynor.com and enter your SSN.
Faxes:
No fax cover sheet is necessary for membership or convention registration
forms. Save your time and our paper; all arrive in a closed office. Cover sheets
are usually discarded. But if you do fax the form, do so only with credit card
full payment for membership and registration. Please do not send a fax with
the intention of mailing a check. Faxes arriving without payment will likely
be discarded.
No faxes/web after 1700EST 24 Oct. You may register at the A/TA registration
desk upon arrival at the on-site rate.
Exhibitors:
There is usually some confusion: The Exhibitor rate is meant to
cover the food events in the exhibit hall for the exhibit workers who
are not generally participating in the social events. As a booth-space
benefit, each exhibit, regardless of size, gets 3 certificates which each
can be used in lieu of money for an exhibitor registration. This allows
some exhibitors to operate on a slightly tighter budget. This certificate
cannot, however, be used as partial payment toward anything else.
In practice, most exhibitors just pay normal registration so they can
attend all events.
Registration Form on Page 28.
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Mobility

NEWS & VIEWS
Myers Praises 64th AEW During Visit to Forward-Deployed Location
by 2nd Gerardo Gonzalez
64th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM (AFPN) - America’s top general stopped briefly at a
forward-deployed location May 11 to thank
the people of the 64th Air Expeditionary
Wing for their contributions to Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, addressed a crowd of
active-duty, Guard and Reserve airmen, and
soldiers and coalition troops who will soon
depart as 64th AEW operations come to an
end.
The general praised the wing for its
accomplishments. He also gave a glimpse
of upcoming challenges and the possible
impact of the operation.
“We really appreciate what you did and
the sacrifices that you made,” Myers said.
“So, really what I’m here to say is thank you,

and I’m just proud to be on the same team.”
Some airmen were in awe by the level of
praise.
“It’s awesome to see somebody with
that much rank take time to come down
and see the working ants,” said Airman 1st
Class Jacob Nix, a C-130 crew chief with the
64th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron. “It’s a great feeling.”
However, the hard work is not over yet,
according to the chairman.
“We’ve got a lot more to do,” Myers said.
“The war on terrorism goes on. There’s never
been a greater danger to our way of life than
right now, and that hasn’t gone away just
because of Operation Iraqi Freedom.”
Even the two-month mission in Iraq is far
from over, the general cautioned.
“This is going to be a difficult and long
effort,” Myers said. “What we have to
understand is that we’re going to have to be
patient. There’s a lot of infrastructure that

needs to be built.”
The airmen of the 64th AEW can
feel confident of their contributions to the
Iraqi effort, said the general.
“This is the most important thing that’s
happened for along time, certainly in my
career,” Myers said. “I think you are going to
see over the course of history that probably
what you were personally involved in might
do more for peace and security in this region,
possibly for the world, than you can ever
imagine.”
With a fleet of C-130 Hercules and C-17
Globemaster III aircraft, the 64th AEW flew
a variety of missions during the operation
including airlift, aeromedical evacuation,
electronic combat and special operations.
“(I’m) glad to be part of this,” said Tech.
Sgt. Roy Luke, a C-130 crew chief reservist
from Georgia assigned to the 64th EAMXS.
“You don’t have a chance to write history
every day.”

Roadmap Outlines Tanker Fleet Changes
by Staff Sgt. A.J. Bosker
Air Force Print News
The Air Force released a plan June 18
outlining the retirement of the remaining
133 E-model KC-135 Stratotankers and the
proposed integration of the 100 KC-767A
tankers it is leasing from Boeing.
Through the “tanker roadmap,” the Air
Force is laying out the initial stages of tanker
recapitalization which run through 2017,
according to Col. Scott E. Wuesthoff, chief of
the Air Force global mobility division at the
Pentagon. The changes are critical because
the average age of the service’s KC-135 Emodel tanker is more than 43 years old, he
said.
“These Eisenhower-era aircraft are the
oldest combat weapons systems in the
inventory and have been experiencing
ever-increasing maintenance costs and
serious corrosion problems, which equate to
decreasing availability and less bang-for-thebuck,” he said.
The KC-767s have greater range, carry a
larger payload and more passengers, can be
aerially refueled and can refuel any type of
receiver aircraft with either boom or drogue,
Wuesthoff added.
“(The KC-767) is also capable of taking
off at maximum gross weight from
approximately 1,000 more runways around
the world than the KC-135, allowing the
warfighter numerous options and increased
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flexibility,” he said. “The Air Force gains
both capability and availability.
“Ensuring we have a robust air refueling
force enables us to protect our homeland,
conduct combat operations worldwide and
provide humanitarian relief around the
world,” Wuesthoff said. “We’re an aerospace
nation, and our tankers allow us to do
things no other nation in the world can do.
They’re an essential part of the overall global
mobility equation.”
As part of the roadmap, Air Reserve
Component units at the following locations
will convert from E-model to R-model KC135s: Salt Lake City International Airport;
Bangor IAP, Maine; Pittsburgh IAP; Forbes
Field, Kan.; McGhee-Tyson Air National
Guard Base, Tenn., McGuire Air Force Base,
N.J.; Scott AFB, Ill.; Sioux City ANGB, Iowa;
Beale AFB, Calif.; Phoenix Sky Harbor IAP;
and Selfridge ANGB, Mich.
“As we retire the E-models from the Air
Reserve Component, we’ll standardize the
number of primary aircraft assigned to a
squadron -- eight R-model KC-135s for the
ARC and 16 for the active duty,” Wuesthoff
said.
Fairchild AFB, Wash., will be the first
active-duty base to receive KC-767s when it
begins the transition from KC-135 R-models
to the new tanker in fiscal 2006. Upon
completion of the tanker force structure
movements in 2010, Fairchild will have 32
767s. The Air Force plans to pump up to
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$200 million of military construction into
Fairchild to prepare it for the new KC-767.
Fairchild’s ANG squadron, which has eight
R-model tankers, will be unaffected by the
active-duty changes.
The active force at McConnell AFB, Kan.,
will lose 18 of its 48 aircraft in 2004 and
2005 before it begins adding to the fleet to
peak at 64 active-duty tankers. In addition,
McConnell is slated to retain eight of the
nine R-model ANG aircraft, giving it a total
of 72 tankers overall, justifying its “superwing” designation.
The ANG at Forbes Field will drop two of
its 10 E-models in 2004 and switch to all Rmodels by 2006.
Grand Forks AFB, N.D., is slated to begin
its transition from 48 R-models in 2005
and eventually gain 32 of the 767s by 2009.
This move also adds up to $176 million in
military construction.
MacDill AFB, Fla., is slated to give up its 12
R-model tankers by 2010 and receive 32 of
the 767s by 2011. Military construction as a
result of the transition may reach up to $200
million.
Finally, Robins AFB, Ga., will be the last
base to deplete its tanker inventory; the base
will not receive new tankers, but this action
will make way for future missions.
“This is really only the first step in the
recapitalization of the fleet,” Wuesthoff
said.

McGuire Starlifters Support “Baghdad Express”
by 1st Lt. Diane Weed
305th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs
MCGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N.J. (AFPN)
-- The 6th Airlift Squadron here may be the
last active-duty squadron in the Air Force
still flying C-141B Starlifters; however, the
aircraft is far from being retired.
Though the squadron is being drawn
down to make way for the C-17 Globemaster
III, its operations tempo has been on the rise.
The Iraqis are free and the KC-10s Extenders
have returned home, and now the heavy
lifting begins -- the Starlifter way.
“We’ve been getting smaller every day for
the last five months, but, if anything, our
operations tempo has been going up,” said
Lt. Col. Eric Wydra, 6th AS commander. “We
really are doing more with less.”
The KC-10s were used heavily as cargo
haulers during the combat portion of the
war, but since the reconstruction phase has
begun, the C-141s have taken on a bigger
role and are now flying a greater number of
missions.
Officials at the Air Mobility Command’s
Tanker/Airlift Control Center task about 85
percent of the available Starlifters here daily.
This is approximately 20 percent higher than

the current KC-10 tasking level, relative to
the number of available aircraft here.
In fact, the Starlifters are the only
McGuire aircraft going into Iraq right now.
Their “Baghdad Express” lands at Baghdad
International Airport almost daily.
“Baghdad Express” is the term given to
the C-141 re-supply run from Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, to Baghdad. Two McGuire
aircraft, two active-duty aircrews and one
Reserve crew from the 514th Air Mobility
Wing are staged in Germany flying daily
missions into either Baghdad or Kuwait, said
Wydra.
“Our job is to re-supply the ground troops
who’ve established a pretty big presence
there,” said Master Sgt. Bill Marley, a C-141
flight engineer.
The “Baghdad Express” began on May 14
when an eight-person, augmented, activeduty crew took flight over European air
toward the area of responsibility.
“It was uneventful through Europe until
we hit Turkish airspace,” said Lt. Col. Keith
Michel, a C-141 pilot examiner. “At that
point, all the rules changed. We no longer
had normal air traffic control coverage of
things like altitudes, airways, speeds or
routes.”

They made their way along ‘parkways,
avenues and highways’ in the sky using the
“see and avoid” navigation technique into
Iraq.
Once there, they had to use their threatavoidance arrival and departure procedures
to do a tactical approach -- coming in at a
high altitude and rapidly descending to the
airfield -- in order to avoid threats posed
by surface-to-air missiles and anti-aircraft
artillery.
“We had to watch out for generally happy
Iraqis who sometimes shot random shots
into the air, too,” said Marley, who was on
that first trip into Iraq.
Cargo runs make up about 95 percent of
the C-141s’ trips into Iraq, resulting in more
than 1 million pounds of cargo getting to the
troops who need it.
Other flights include medical evacuation
missions. One mission carried a bellyfull of wounded troops, including two
seriously injured Army soldiers suffering
from multiple shrapnel wounds caused by a
rocket-propelled grenade.
“The whole idea of someone shooting
someone else . I’ve never seen that before.
I’d never been that close,” said Capt. Josh
Rice, 6th AS co-pilot.
While some 6th AS crews are helping save
lives and support combat operations, others
are maintaining their routine channel and
re-supply missions or unique opportunities.
These include a mission to Kazakhstan
supporting the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, repatriation
missions of WWII aviators’ remains, South
American counterdrug missions, worldwide
embassy support missions, presidential/
vice presidential movement support, and
Thunderbird aerial demonstration teamsupport missions.
“From where the sun rises to where the
sun sets, we’re there,” said Tech. Sgt. Karl
Eckberg, a loadmaster in the 6th AS.
“They’re flying twice as many flying hours
now as they did this time last year, they’re
doing it with fewer people and they’re
doing it all with smiles on their faces,” said
Wydra.

Combat Controller Earns Pitsenbarger Award
A combat controller from Little Rock Air
Force Base, Ark., has been named the 2003
Pitsenbarger award winner.
Staff Sgt. Gabriel Brown was selected for
his heroism while supporting Operation
Anaconda during Operation Enduring
Freedom.
While attached to the 75th Ranger
Regiment, his quick-reaction force was called
to extract a team of five U.S. Navy SEALs and
one combat control team member. Brown

controlled the close-air support assets for
more than 15 hours during the battle at
Takur Ghar, Afghanistan.
As other members of the reaction force
cleared enemy positions, Brown moved to
higher ground and repelled several enemy
counterattacks with close-air support. He
did this while under constant enemy
machine gun, rocket-propelled grenade and
mortar fire. His actions directly contributed
to saving the lives of 26 quick-reaction force

members.
Brown was named recipient of the 2003
Vanguard Award in May for his actions
during this battle as well.
“I would like to recognize the league of
men (former Pitsenbarger award recipients)
with whom I have the prestigious honor of
joining,” said Brown, “and I dedicate this
award to the seven great men who paid
the ultimate price that fateful day to keep
America free.”
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AMC To Reorganize, Activate 18th AF
By Cynthia Bauer, Air Mobility Command
Public Affairs
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. (USTCNS)
--- Gen. John W. Handy, commander of U.S.
Transportation Command and Air Mobility
Command here, announced a major
reorganization of AMC.
Key to the reorganization is the activation
Oct. 1 of a new numbered Air Force with
its headquarters here and the redesignation
of AMC’s two numbered Air Forces as
Expeditionary Mobility Task Forces, the
15th EMTF at Travis AFB, Calif., and the 21st
EMTF at McGuire AFB, N.J.
“We are looking at an evolution in air
mobility,” the general said. “As a command,
we have matured the past 11 years. The
world has gotten smaller from a mobility
perspective. The roles and responsibilities
of our Tanker Airlift Control Center have
increased over time as the centralized
mobility air operations center for the
warfighting combatant commanders. The
AMC reorganization is all about how we
present forces to those commanders for
command, control and execution of base
opening, airlift, air refueling and aeromedical
evacuation.”
The staffing for the EMTFs and the new
18th AF will be fewer than the 99 military
and civilian positions now authorized for
each NAF.
“People are my priority,” said General
Handy. “We will make sure everyone is taken
care of and that those positions affected by
these changes are reduced gracefully through
normal attrition or absorbed by other AMC
organizations at McGuire or Travis.”
General Handy said mobility has evolved
from command and control of airlift
resources “by fax and phone” with tasking
through the NAFs, to the global C2 provided
through state-of-the-art TACC network.

The NAFs over time had become more
focused on readiness of the force than on
warfighting. The new structure will place the
responsibility for warfighting, readiness and
follow through directly with the 18th AF.
With the activation of the 18th AF, General
Handy said, “We’re really going back to the
traditional warfighting role of the numbered
Air Force. The reorganization also gives us a
cleaner reporting chain, reconnecting some
of the disconnects, that puts the numbered
Air Force in operational control of the TACC,
two EMTFs, the air mobility operations
groups, 12 wings, three groups and the
global en route air mobility system. The 18th
AF will be responsible for the presentation of
forces to the warfighters.”
A three-star general will become the
commander of the 18th AF and a one-star
general will become the TACC director. Each
EMTF will also be under the command of a
one-star general. All tasking and execution
of air mobility missions will be through
18th AF. AMC’s wings and groups based
in the continental United States, as well
as the AMOGs at Travis AFB; Hickam AFB,
Hawaii; McGuire AFB, N.J. and Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, will report to the 18th AF
commander.
“The time is right for this reorganization,
especially as we face the incredible demands
of the Global War on Terrorism,” said General
Handy. “We must have a command structure
that is lighter, leaner and more effective
that meets Department of Defense and
Air Force requirements for transformation.
We’re creating a standing task force structure
through our EMTFs, which meshes well with
our Air and Space Expeditionary Force and
force module constructs.”
The general said the reorganization will
be fairly transparent to AMC’s customers,
the warfighting commanders, but will have
a great impact on the efficiency of the

command itself.
“In all likelihood they (combatant
commanders) will not notice the difference.
This is organizing Air Mobility Command
to better present forces, allow us to very
efficiently and effectively take advantage
of our staff. The greatest impact will be
felt within Air Mobility Command and
the work we do, and how command and
control will quickly go from a numbered Air
Force commander to wing level command.
That line of communication becomes very
straight forward.”
The general explained that the
EMTF commanders will serve as “super
DIRMOBFORs” or directors of mobility
forces, and have under their command the
men and women who make up the AMOGs
that are the leading edge of the presentation
of forces to the warfighter in times of conflict
or civil disaster.
The reorganization will also affect the
AMC headquarters directorates, which will
convert to an “A Staff” structure. The A-Staff
and staff agencies will be responsible for
the functions to train, organize, equip and
provide command policy for the command.
As part of the reorganization, the general will
create a new “A-7” as a combination of civil
engineers and services to be the single point
of entry into the command for AMC mission
support group commanders.
In the past, AMC’s two NAFs have
mirrored staff functions at the headquarters,
resulting in a duplication of effort in such
areas as standardization/evaluation and
logistics among others. These functions will
migrate to AMC to free up the EMTFs for
their warfighting support role.
“This is all about how AMC supports
the warfighting commander,” said General
Handy. “Air Mobility Command is
transforming itself into a lighter, leaner,
more effective and efficient organization.”

Air National Guard Member Receives Bronze Star
MCGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N.J.
(AMCNS) -- On Feb. 9, 108th Operations
Squadron Vice Commander Lt. Col.
Robert “Rory” R. Doolittle was awarded
the Bronze Star for having distinguished
himself by meritorious achievement
while engaged in ground operations in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Maj. Gen. Clark Martin, New Jersey Air
National Guard commander, presented the
prestigious medal.
Stationed in Oman from December
2001 to March 2002, Colonel Doolittle, a
Maryland native, was assigned to the 405th
Air Expeditionary Wing. While there, he
“flawlessly organized the first-ever Air
National Guard tanker unit under an Air
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Combat Command [Air Expeditionary
Wing].”
According to his citation, not only
did the lieutenant colonel develop all
the policies and procedures to allow a
seamless transition into the 405th AEW,
but his leadership also led to a 99.8 percent
mission effectiveness rate.
“The Air National Guard was there to
do what the active duty Air Force couldn’t
do [because of] other mission taskings,”
said Colonel Doolittle, referring to the
refueling mission. “Nobody goes anywhere
without gas ... nobody!”
Colonel Doolittle commanded more
than 300 personnel and his squadron
provided more than 17 million pounds
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of fuel to combat aircraft. Additionally, he
stepped up to the task as a liaison between
the local Air Reserve Component members
and the theater’s ANG liaison.
And while Colonel Doolittle was very
proud, he was also “quite surprised” when
he found out that the 405th had awarded
him the Bronze Star.
“It’s something I’ll never forget,” said
the EARS commander. “Even though I’m
wearing it, if it weren’t for the team effort
and contributions of the men and women
who were there, obviously I wouldn’t be
wearing that medal. I am so proud of the
men and women of the 108th Air Refueling
Wing.”

EMTFs: Mobility Support To 21st Century Warfighters
Editor’s
Note:
AMC’s
reorganization
announcement, “AMC to Reorganize, Activate 18th
AF,” [Page 22] incorrectly described the chain of
command within the new AMC structure. Beginning
Oct. 1, AMC wings, the groups at Dyess, Robins and
Little Rock AFBs, and the EMTFs will report to the
18th Air Force commander. The four Air Mobility
Operations Groups and the en route system will
report through the EMTFs.

The new Expeditionary Mobility Task
Forces are actually key to the execution
phase of warfighting. Each of the EMTFs
will be commanded by a general officer
responsible for leading the efforts of AMC’s
four Air Mobility Operation Groups and
their subordinate units providing worldwide
expeditionary mobility support. The EMTF
will maintain administrative control over
the AMOGs and ensure their appropriate
representation and support.
Each AMOG can field professional
multifunctional teams to extend existing
AMC infrastructure through both in-place
employment and rapid forward deployment
to meet our nation’s Global Air Mobility
needs. They can deliver on short notice

issues.
The EMTF commanders’ role is outreach
focused, leading AMOG personnel from
initial base assessment through full
operational capability, anywhere in the
world. General Handy points out that the
word “task” is already central to the way
AMC conducts business.
“That’s how we do it today - it’s how an
AMOG operates. They get a task from the
By Col. Dave Thurston, AMC Director of
Tanker Airlift Control Center and tailor their
Public Affairs
resources to accomplish that specific task.
The EMTFs will always be out there in peace
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. (USTCNS)
or war. Their role is mobility. How do I create
--- On Oct. 1, Air Mobility Command’s
austere airfields out of nothing? How do I
warfighting reorganization will transform
take a robust airfield and make it useful?
the command’s structure to ensure
That will be their expertise,” said General
better mobility mission focus for today’s
Handy. “They can
expeditionary
go anywhere and do
Air
Force.
anything - they’re
According
to
Each of the EMTFs will be commanded by a general
organized under this
AMC commander,
one-star who’s role
Gen. John W.
officer responsible for leading the efforts of AMC’s four Air
is to look out there
Handy, the result
and say ‘what can I
will be enhanced
Mobility Operation Groups and their subordinate units
do to help?’”
command
and
Redesignating
control.
providing worldwide expeditionary mobility support.
the
current
“In the future,
numbered
Air
all presentation
mission-ready command and control, aerial
Forces to EMTFs provides precise focus on
of forces to the warfighter will be through
port, and aircraft maintenance personnel
what General Handy describes as “Job #1”
one numbered Air Force responsible for
to project and sustain combat forces
-- warfighting. The divestiture of redundant
the Tanker Airlift Control Center, 12 wings,
worldwide.
staff functions at the NAFs makes the EMTFs
three groups, two Expeditionary Mobility
The EMTF commanders will also play a
light, lean and agile while consolidation of
Task Forces and the en route system,” he
vital role as deployable Directors of Mobility
command and control at 18th AF places
said.
Forces during contingency operations. As
centralized warfighting responsibility within
The reactivated 18th AF will focus on
the DIRMOBFOR, the EMTF commander
a single command element. General Handy
presentation of those mobility forces to the
will serve as the designated agent for all air
says the end result is easily understood.
unified commanders for execution of AMC’s
mobility issues in the Area of Responsibility
“The new construct makes it very clear to
worldwide operational mission. The existing
or Joint Operations Area, and for other
anyone who looks at the organization that
15th and 21st Air Forces at Travis Air Force
duties as directed. They will also exercise
we are part of a task force - it’s expeditionary
Base, Calif., and McGuire AFB, N.J. will be
coordinating authority between the theater
and the task is mobility. We can facilitate
redesignated as Expeditionary Mobility Task
command and control nodes, the TACC,
mobility in an expeditionary manner
Forces.
and DoD’s Joint Movement Center in order
anywhere in the world.”
But what is an EMTF and how does it fit
to expedite the resolution of air mobility
into AMC’s new architecture?

Gen. Handy Praises Sea Transportation Team
By Sheree Callahan,
Command Public Affairs

Military

Sealift

Washington D.C. (USTCNS) --- Gen. John
W. Handy, USAF, commander of the U.S.
Transportation Command, headquartered
at Scott Air Force Base, Ill., commended
Military Sealift Command’s dedicated work
throughout Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“I made this visit to congratulate you
on your successful work,” Gen. Handy
said. “Most people have no clue how the
equipment got there.”
At the gathering of MSC headquarters
employees held July 22 on the Washington
Navy Yard, Washington, D.C., he also said
even President Bush was impressed by MSC’s

success in getting millions of tons of military
cargo to the numerous Middle East ports on
time in support of OIF.
MSC normally operates 120 civiliancrewed, noncombatant, active ships for a
variety of missions around the world. That
number expanded to about 214 in March
as additional ships were activated from
reduced operating status or chartered for
the command’s support of U.S. forces in
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
MSC ship missions include underway
replenishment of U.S. Navy ships at sea,
prepositioning and transport of defense
cargo and at-sea data collection for the
U.S. military and other U.S. government
agencies.

Mark your calendar

2003
A/TA
Convention
&
Symposium
30 October - 2 November, 2003
Anaheim, California
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2003 A/TA Convention Registration Form(Please read instructions
Registration & Cancellation Policy : See detailed instructions on page 18 or on the web at www.atalink.org.
NO REFUNDS without a cancellation confirmation number, obtained after personal cancellation (please no intermediaries) only
with Bud or Pam Traynor, prior to events, at (703) 385-2802 before 24 Oct, 1700 EST; or via the hotel switchboard
in their room; or with them at the A/TA registration booth (not the hotel desk). Card refunds will be made back
to your card; check payment will be refunded individually by check to each individual. Requests without a
cancellation number will not be honored. See cancellation fees below.
a) You may instead register online with credit card (secure) at www.atalink.org.
2003 A/TA Convention & Symposium
b) To register at the member rate, membership must be current through Nov. The membership fee is
30 Oct – 2 Nov 2003
Anaheim Marriott Hotel
non-refundable.
Anaheim, California
c) Use one form for a registrant and non-member guest. Guest registers at member rate.
(714) 750-8000
d) Spouses who are A/TA members should complete a separate form.
e) Members may receive the “Early”rate only if this completed form and full payment are postmarked or received by 24 Sept, or may receive the “Pre-Registration” rate if received by 24 Oct.
Incomplete forms or payment do not qualify for early rate. You may register at the A/TA registration desk upon arrival at the onsite rate.
f) We can accept only VISA or MC, and only with SSN and email address, card expiration date and signature.
g) Postmark all mailed registrations NLT 17 Oct. No faxes/web after 1700EST 24 Oct.
h) Call or Email changes; DO NOT RESUBMIT FORM or send multiple copies.When in doubt, contact us: (703) 385-2802 or ata@atalink.org

Registrant:
MI:

SSN:

LAST NAME:

(Never listed nor given out - For data control only)

HOME ADDRESS:

Retired Mil.

CITY:

ST

HOME PHONE:

ZIP

Badge:

JOB/DUTY TITLE:

RANK ABBREVIATION:

ORG NAME/SYMBOL:

Also Show:

WORK PHONE:

ZIP

Organization

A/TA Chapter

Organization

A/TA Chapter

GUEST:
NAME

Also Show:

Spouse:

MULTIPLE GUESTS:

FIRST NAME:

Call/Email Bud Traynor for information concerning registration and
fees for multiple guests.

LAST NAME:

FULL REGISTRATION: (Includes everything except Golf)
A/TA Membership (Required for Member Rate for member and guest)
Member Pre-Registration (Early below is $25 cheaper; Onsite will be $30 more)
Member Early Registration (Must postmark/fax by 24 Sept)
Non-Member Registration (Probably not you)
Exhibitors (Does NOT include Seminars, Banquet, Brunch or Golf)

GOLF (Includes Lunch):
Requested

2.

Foursome:

4.

PARTIAL REGISTRATION:

3.

Check Box for:
SELF
SPOUSE

TOTAL

Per Person Fee

$30
$230
$205
$355
$175

$
$
$
$
$

$85

$

Handicap(s)

All below included in full registration above –
Full registrants please don’t use.

✈ Thursday Evening Reception (Food, Refreshments & Exhibits)
✈ Friday Program (Seminars, Exhibits, Breakfast, Lunch)
✈ Friday Evening Reception (Food, Refreshments & Exhibits)
✈ Saturday Program (Seminars, Exhibits, Breakfast, Lunch)
✈ Saturday Evening Cocktails and Awards Banquet
✈ Sunday Farewell Brunch

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE NOW:

$75
$70
$75
$70
$80
$40

Col. Dennis Bud Traynor (USAF ret)
9312 Convento Terrace, Fairfax, VA 22031
Credit card users may fax registration to:
(703) 385-2803 (no cover page)
After 17 Oct mail or 24 Oct fax/web cutoff, registrations
accepted only at the convention registration desk.

$
$
$
$
$
$

$

Make Checks Payable to: The Airlift/Tanker Association

Check www.atalink.org for web registration –
Otherwise copy this form and mail, along with
check or credit card info, to:

A/TA REG. 2003

(Print or type names exactly as you want
them to appear on badge)

WORK FAX:

WORK E-MAIL ADDRESS:
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Life Member

NAME

WORK MAILING ADDRESS:
ST

Civilian

REGISTRANT:

BASE/LOCATION:

CITY:

Civil Service

Service:

HOME FAX:

HOME E-MAIL ADDRESS:

✈
✈
✈
✈
✈

NICKNAME:
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
Active Duty
ARC

VISA or MASTERCARD (Also include SSN and Email address above)

By transmitting this form, I certify I have read and understand the cancellation instructions and that if my
national membership is not current through Nov., an additional $30 will be assessed on this card to update
my membership. Cancellation fee is $10 if by 24 Sept.; $20 if by 24 Oct., $25 thereafter.
AF or Org. Card #:
Exp:
Amt:$
Personal Card #:

Exp:

Amt:$

Signature (required):
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SEE PAGES 18 & 19 FOR RULES OF ENGAGEMENT,
CONTACT NUMBERS AND HOTEL INFORMATION

REMOVE ALONG PERFORATION

FIRST NAME:

