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“Defence of Fort M’Henry”
This year marks the 200th anniversary of
the writing of a song that soon became popularily known as the “The Star Spangled Banner.” During the War of 1812, on 14 September
1814, Francis Scott Key, a lawyer and amatuer
poet, was being detained on a British warship
during the British naval bombardment of Fort
McHenry, a star-shaped fort situated for the defense of Baltimore, Maryland.
When the bombardment subsided, on the
morning of the 14th, Key witnessed that Fort
McHenry was still flying the American Flag,
and he wrote down his thoughts in four verses, titled the Defence of Fort McHenry. The first
verse is commonly performed as the National
Anthem of the United States of America.
According to the director of the Colonial
Music Institute, Dr. David Hildebrand, the
work was written as a song with its current
melody in mind, not as poem later set to music
as is commonly believed. Hildebrand says that
early copies of the song included only the lyrics because the tune was already well known.
And, also contrary to popular belief, the
original song was not a “drinking song,” but
a theme song of sorts composed by John Stafford Smith for the Anacreontic Society, an 18th
century amateur musicians’ club for men. “The
Anacreontic Song” is also sometimes called “To
Anacreon in Heaven,” which is also the opening line. About a hundred different songs have
been written to the same melody.
Interestingly the remarkably large flag (30
by 42 feet) Key saw “by the dawn’s early light,”
was probably not the same flag he had “hailed
at the twilight’s last gleaming.” It was pouring
rain on the night of the 13th, so the fort was
likely flying the fort’s smaller storm flag (17
by 25 feet). The large flag is now part of the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of
American History in Washington, D.C., but the
whereabouts of the storm flag are unknown.
Incredibly it was Robert L. Ripley of “Ripley’s Believe It or Not!” that spurred the interest of the American people to demand that
“The Star Spangled Banner” become the official national anthem. On November 3, 1929,
Ripley ran a panel in his syndicated cartoon
stating that “Believe It or Not, America has no
national anthem.” Americans were shocked
and wrote five million letters to Congress demanding Congress proclaim a national anthem. Congress obliged in 1931 with an Act of
Congress, signed into law by President Herbert
Hoover, declaring “The Star Spangled Banner,”
our national anthem.
I encourage you to take the time to “google”
the lyrics and to pay special attention to last
verse which ends with, “Then conquer we
must, when our cause it is just, And this be our
motto: ‘In God is our trust.’ And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave, O’er the
land of the free and the home of the brave!”

Chairman’s

COMMENTS
I would like to send Gen Paul Selva and Gen Darren McDew
best wishes from The Association. They have recently moved into
two positions near and dear to all of us. What a dynamic team to
lead Transportation Command and Air Mobility Command. We
pledge our support to you and your commands. There is an old
Chinese wish that says, “May you live in interesting times.” No
doubt about it…you will be commanding during some interesting
times. Good luck.
I am sure many of you are still shaking off the cold from the
ugly winter. As I write this from the Tampa, Florida area, I can tell
you that my decision to move down here has paid off big time. I
Gen Arthur J Lichte
certainly was glad I wasn’t back in my hometown in the Bronx,
USAF, Ret
New York. Life in Florida was very enjoyable this winter.
In my last article I talked about the themes we are adopting for
our organization: Support Mobility Airmen, Preserve the Mobility Culture, and Enhance
Relationships. During our Winter Board meeting at Little Rock AFB we decided to make
these the focus areas for the next three years; taking one area to work on each year. So this
year we are going to concentrate on “Support Mobility Airmen.” You will see that reflected
in this year’s symposium in Nashville. We will emphasize the professional aspects of being
a mobility airman and what it takes to be a true professional in our Air Force today. The
specific theme for Nashville will be: Air Mobility: Accomplished by Professionals—Skilled
and Respected.
The programs will be geared to show support for the mobility airmen across the spectrum of operations. Then, in 2015 we will roll out agenda items which will focus on the
culture piece. And, finally, in 2016 we will focus on our relationship with the active,
guard, reserve, civilian, and industry components. In reality we will touch on all three
themes each year, but shift our emphasis yearly.
All of you are keenly aware of the increasingly difficult budget environment across the
force. A lot of smart people are doing their best to find out how to do what needs to be
done with the limited resources available to the Air Force. As an organization, we are doing the same as we struggle to make the budgets with smaller symposiums. Like you we are
doing our best and I have a favor to ask of you.
If you are reading this article, it means you probably got your A/TA Quarterly magazine…and I am glad for that. It also means you are probably paid up with your dues for the
year. If you are not, this is a gentle reminder to take the time to update your status. If you
are updated, please take this as a suggestion to go out and find one new person to sign up
and become a member of A/TA. Two or three new members would be even better, but I will
settle for one…that would double our size. I am certainly proud of A/TA and I want you to
be also. That is why we are listening to your needs and suggestions in order to maximize
our support to all Mobility Airmen. Keep doing good things. Your efforts bring hope to
thousands around the world daily. You have…always will…and in return you have earned
the reputation as an exceptionally professional force. Keep up the good work.

Collin Bakse, editor

2

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014

Secretary’s Notes

President’s

MESSAGE
Winter is over and summer is here. Yep, that’s what I said;
winter to summer, because that is what happened here in Georgia. We missed spring and went straight to summer. As we all
come out of hibernation we have much work to do in the coming
months. The A/TA Board of Officers and Advisors held a meeting
at Maxwell AFB in May where we will continued planning for
our 2014 A/TA and Air Mobility Command Symposium & Technology Exposition being held in Nashville, Tennessee, October
30 through November 2. I am looking forward to seeing you all
at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel for a fantastic event!
By the time you read this we will have selected our 2014 Hall
CMSgt Mike Reynolds of Fame (HOF) recipient. We had five nomination packages this
USAF, Ret
year, and I can honestly say that all five are certainly worthy
of the HOF nomination. The down select board has concluded
and the Board of Officers will be making the final selection within days. While we are
discussing the HOF, I would like to remind you that it is not too early to begin preparing
nominations for 2015. It is a very simple process and spelled out on the A/TA Web site
under awards. 2015 nomination packages will be due to me NLT I April 2015. There are
many worthy candidates, so please take some time and consider nominating a worthy
individual or group. As for the 2013 HOF Inductee, General Fogleman, we have not selected an unveiling date for the bronze bust at the Scott AFB Walk of Fame, but as soon
as we have it locked down we will make sure membership is notified.
As you have read in General Lichte’s article, we need each member recruiting new
members and, a membership benefit to mention when speaking to our enlisted force,
is the Enlisted Education Grant (EEG). $400.00 Education Grants are available to all
enlisted personnel serving in the active duty Air Force, Air National Guard or Air
Force Reserve members pursuing undergraduate or graduate degrees. Just remember:
you must be a current (not overdue) member of the Airlift/Tanker Association and a
member during the entire course which you are using to apply for the grant. For additional qualification requirements and general information and forms for the EEG
please go to: www. atalink.org.
In closing I would like to say thanks to my Boss, President, CEO and Owner of Support
Systems Associates, Inc. A company I have worked for since retiring from the Air Force
in 2001. John L. Zoltak and the entire Zoltak family take great pride in hiring former
service members into the company and they take even more pride in supporting our war
fighters. Mr. Zoltak passed on 29 January of this year. He was a friend, mentor, leader
and pioneer and he certainly enjoyed attending the A/TA Conventions each year. JLZ,
thanks for your friendship; you are missed.
Have a great summer, take a kid fishing, recruit a new member, and be in Nashville
come 30 October.
Mike

Mobility Heroes,
I write sitting amongst unpacked boxes
looking out of my new home-office window
at a new view. After retiring two years ago
we’ve finally made the move, after seven
years in the Scott
AFB area, to be
closer to family in
Chapel Hill, NC.
We are now officially “Tar-heels.”
It reminds me of
all my years of
moving as an Air
Force brat and
then on Active
Duty. It also makes
Col. Mike Cassidy
me think of the
USAF, Ret
Airmen and their
families we in the A/TA support, moving is
a tough part of our Air Force lives – thanks
for all you do!
These are indeed exciting times to be
a Mobility Airman – but that is not new,
history continues to unfold and Mobility
is in the center of historic events. Whether you’re a short-term retiree like myself,
a long-term retiree like so many of our
great members or still on Active, Guard,
Reserve or Civil Servant duty we have all
had the privilege to be part of history.
This is also an exciting time in the history of our Association, many challenges
and many opportunities.
Thanks to our host, Maj Dan Mendoza, Chapter President and the entire Razorback chapter for supporting a terrific
Winter Board meeting at “the Rock.” By
the time you read this we will have finished the Spring Board meeting at Maxwell AFB scheduled for 17 May. Thanks
to Maj Josh “Vato” Watkins, the Maxwell
chapter president and his team for your
support. During these important meetings the board looks for creative ways to
ensure your Association continues to Support Mobility Airmen, Preserve the Mobility Culture and Enhance critical Mobility
Relationships. All members are invited to
join us at these board meetings, we welcome all input. Our next board meeting is
tentatively scheduled for early August, we
are still finalizing the location but we’ll
get the word out through the messages to
the Chapter Presidents, social media and
the web site.
Let me echo our Chairman’s and President’s
challenge to be involved and encourage others
to be involved.
All my best,
Mike
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Association

ROUND-UP
 In Memoriam —
—
CMSgt William M. Cannon, USAF Ret.
28 May 1934 - 6 March 2014
Past President Airlift/Tanker Association
Bill Cannon was a son, brother, husband,
father, friend, and airman. He believed in
God and his country. Bill spent 30 years in
the Air Force as a Loadmaster, receiving the
Distinguished Flying Cross in Vietnam. His
life was rich in experiences and his greatest
accomplishments were those of service to
his country, his commitment to the Loadmaster profession and his love of family.
Bill was founder and first president of
the See Seventeen Chapter of the Airlift/
Tanker Association in Long Beach, CA. He
served as president of the National Airlift/
Tanker Association and was a member of
both the National and Northwest chapters
of the Distinguished Flying Cross Society.
His proudest achievement was serving as
the founder and first president of the Professional Loadmaster Association.
The measure of success of one’s life is by
the character and commitment to the values he chose to live by. Bill never faltered
from the right thing to do and he held
steadfast to his convictions. The testament of his life and legacy lies within the
hearts of those who knew and loved him.
Bill was preceded in death by his parents
John and Annie Cannon, and two brothers
Richard and Robert. He is survived by his
wife, of 60 years, Marion; his son Michael,
and four daughters Anna, Lillian, Mary,
and Kathy; 13 grand children and 11 great
grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at St. Nicholas Parish in Gig Harbor, Washington,
on Friday, 14 March 2014. Bill was laid to
rest at Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent,
Washington, on Monday, 17 March.

Bill Cannon joined the United States Air Force, in June of
1952, just eighteen years old and straight out of high school.
The Air Force offered a chance for a skill in aviation; something
not offered in his hometown of Providence, Rhode Island.
Thus, began an aviation career, spanning a total of 43
years flying on transport aircraft. Within six (6) months after
enlisting, he found himself on a B-29 aircraft as an aerial
gunner trainee, with the future destination of duty in Korea.
However, the Korean War “cease fire” took effect in 1953 and
his entire bomber crew was re-assigned to transport aircraft.
The crew was now trained as aircrew members on the Douglas C-124 aircraft. Bill was trained as an Air Force Loadmaster
in 1953 and completed his career as a Chief Loadmaster for
McDonnell Douglas in October 1996.
During his thirty (30) years in the Air Force, Bill flew on C54s, C-124s, C-130s, and C-141s, finishing his military career
at McChord AFB in Tacoma, WA. In addition to his flying career, he held many management
and aircrew standardization positions; from the squadron level up to and including the major command level. At McChord AFB, he was the Chief Loadmaster of the C-141 and C-130
aircraft programs. In his aviation career he flew over 16,600 hours, including 358 combat
hours and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, four Air Medals and three Meritorious Service Medals. Bill was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for extraordinary aerial
achievement on a combat airdrop mission in Vietnam during the year of 1967.
After retirement from the Air Force in 1982, Bill was employed by Lockheed Aircraft
Company on the C-130 program in Saudi Arabia. It wasn’t long before he was offered a position with McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company (now Boeing) as a “Project Loadmaster”
for the new United States Air Force C-17 aircraft. He was assigned to the Flight Operations
Division of McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company and his responsibility included working with the aircraft design engineers, integrating his operational skills with their engineering skills, to develop an aircraft cargo compartment on the C-17. During his tenure at
McDonnell Douglas, he founded and was first president of the Airlift/Tanker Association
“See Seventeen Chapter”. He retired from McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company after six
years on the C-17 aircraft development phase and five years on the flight test program.
One of his highlights in the C-17 program was being assigned as the aircrew Loadmaster
on the first production model Lockheed Aircraft Company that took flight. When he retired from McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company, he was Chief Loadmaster of the C-17
flight test program.
Following his retirement he founded and was the first President of the “Professional Loadmaster Association”- a non-profit, tax exempt organization for Loadmasters and their families
with over 2100 members. In 1999, Bill was elected as President of the National Airlift/Tanker
Association and held that position for four (4) years.
Chief Cannon will always be remembered as “The Loadmaster’s Loadmaster”.

“Bill was foremost a Great American. Bill was a friend
and brother loadmaster who always took time to mentor many
of us. The PLA and A/TA are much better associations
due in a large part to Bill Cannon.
My thoughts and prayers go out to Marion and family.
Green light Bill, you served well!!”
CMSgt Mike Reynolds, USAF Ret
President, Airlift/Tanker Association

4

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014

“I had the honor and pleasure of working with Bill for many
years. Bill’s contributions to the C-17 and Loadmaster career
field will always remain a legacy. Chief Cannon was extremely
dedicated to proudly serving our armed forces with
upmost integrity…Bill’s dedication, drive, and personal touch
will always be missed – Godspeed my friend!”
CMSgt Mark Smith, USAF Ret
Immediate Past President, Airlift/Tanker Association

2014 Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings
A/TA Scholarships Awarded
The Airlift/Tanker Association formally announced winners of six
2014 Airlift/Tanker Association Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings
scholarships on 20 April at the 66th Arnold Air Society and Silver
Wings National Conclave in Washington DC.
Sixty applicants were evaluated on financial need, academic
achievement, detachment commander endorsement, and the quality
of an essay related to an air mobility topic.
Retired General Duncan McNabb (A/TA Life Member), Chairman
of the Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings (AAS/SW) Board presented
the scholarships.
Receiving the $10,000.00 Brig Gen Tom Mikolajcik Scholarship was:
Cadet Justin Asendorf, from the University of Southern California;
Phoenix Raven.
Receiving the $8,000.00 scholarship was: Ms. Briana Cornish, from
the University of Florida; The Development of Radar and the Impact on
Air Force Mobility.
Receiving the $7,000.00 scholarship was: Cadet Liliana Ramirez,
from UCLA; Aeromedical Evacuation.
Receiving the $6,000.00 scholarship was: Cadet Katherine Cassidy,
from North Carolina State; Red Horse.
Receiving the $5,000.00 scholarship was: Cadet Eric Fonnesbeck,
from BYU; Lt Gen Tunner, The Founder of Air Moblilty.
Receiving the $4,000.00 scholarship was: Cadet Anton Neuhold,
from Washington State University; KC-46, The Future of Tankers.

A/TA Life Member, Retired General Duncan McNabb (center),
Chairman of the Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings (AAS/SW)
Board, with the six 2014 Airlift/Tanker Association AAS/SW scholarship recipients. (AAS/SW photo courtesy of Daniel Woodward).

Future Convention Locations
2014:
46th A/TA Annual Convention – October 29 & 30
A/TA Symposium & Technology Exposition – October 30 - November 2
Opryland Hotel, Nashville
2015:
Marriott World Center, Orlando
2016:
Opryland Hotel, Nashville
Note:
Convention Start Dates historically have ended up
October 31 plus or minus a week or so. While nothing is
“guaranteed,” that bracket is a reasonable aim point.

Send Association and Chapter related
articles to atq@atalink.org
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014
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2013 A/TA Year End

Financial Report
Col (ret) John J. Murphy, Jr., A/TA Treasurer

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 12-31-13

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

ASSETS
Cash..................................................................$1,822,177
Investments - US Treasury.....................................$50,000
Investment - CSX Stock......................................... $34,524
Inventory - Logo Items............................................ $6,914
Property and equipment......................................... $4,673
Total Assets.................................................$1,918,288

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses........................$0
Total Liabilities..........................................................$0

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted.........................................................$910,149
Temporarily restricted (Reserves)......................$1,000,000
Temporarily restricted (Memorial)............................$8,139
Total net assets...........................................$1,918,288

Total Liabilities and Net Assets..............$1,918,288
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 12-31-13
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Unrestricted revenues, gains and other support
Corporate Memberships.................................... $96,223
Individual Memberships....................................$54,654
Convention Exhibits........................................ $296,100
Convention Registrations................................. $122,455
Magazine Advertising........................................ $55,987
Dividends............................................................... $573
Unrealized Gain on Securities............................ $10,848
Interest.....................................................................$64
Logo Sales, Net.....................................................-$348
Total Unrestricted Revenues, etc............ $636,556
Net Assets Released from Restrictions
Restrictions Satisfied by Payments........................$7,985
		 Total Unrestricted Revenues, Etc............ $644,541
		
EXPENSES:
Program Services............................................. $784,792
Management and General............................... $158,009
		Total Expenses....................................$942,801
		
Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets............. ($298,260)
		
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
ATA Events........................................................... $5,422
Scholarship Fund................................................. $2,563
Net Assets Released from Restrictions
		 Restrictions Satisfied by Payments................. ($7,985)
		 Change in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets.........$0
		
		 Decrease in Net Assets...............................($298,260)
		
NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR......$2,216,548
		
NET ASSETS AT END OF QUARTER...........$1,918,288

When did you last update your

The Airlift/Tanker Association’s
2013 financial statements are published in the Spring Edition of the
Airlift/Tanker Quarterly as required
by our By-Laws. The statement of
Financial Position and Statement
of Activities are prepared by a Certified Public Accountant as part of
our annual financial audit and 2013
income tax submission.
The Association’s financial status
remains strong as we move into
2014. However, as you can see, we
experienced our second straight loss in 2013 with a 13% decrease
in our net assets. This is an unacceptable trend and one we are
trying hard to reverse or at least “slow down.” We are examining
the Association’s business model and developing plans to bring our
expenses in line with our projected revenues. We are cautiously optimistic that our 2014 projections will be more in line with reality
than those in the past two years and that we’ll level off from our
downward spiral.

membership info?
It’s Easy!
Simply go to www.atalink.org –
Click “Membership” and scroll down to near
the bottom of the page –
Click the
“update your contact information” link.
Log-in using your first name,
last name and SSN final 4 –
Update your info!
That’s It!
•••
Why is this important?

STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 12-31-13
FUNCTIONAL EXPENSE

PROGRAM SERVICES

MANAGEMENT

FUND RASING

TOTAL

Because later this year, when you use
On-Line Registration (the preferred method)

Awards

$25,050

$0		$25,050

Scholarships & EEG

$75,600

$0		

$75,600

to register for the

$8,894

$0		

$8,894

46th Annual A/TA Convention

Bank Service Fees
Convention

$500,872

Convention Refund

$0		$500,872

$0

$0		

$0

ATA Events

$5,860

$0		

$5,860

Depreciation

$1,979

$0		$1,979

Donations

$6,000

$0		$6,000

Insurance Premiums
Magazine

$0

$3,096		

$3,096

$120,811

$0		$120,811

$0

$144,783		$144,783

Administration
Postage & Reproduction

$1,266

$0		

$1,266

Secretary

$0

$5,217		$5,217

Memorial Expense

$0

$0		

$0

Board Operating Expenses $38,460

$0		

$38,460

Logo Merchandise Expense

$0

$0		

$0

Treasurer

$0

$4,913		$4,913

$784,792

$158,009		$942,801

and 2014 AMC and A/TA
Air Mobility Symposium
and Technology Exposition,
having your membership info
up to date will get you through the
process without a hassle!
And, it’s just as important for those
of you who wish to register the
old-fashioned way using the form
found in the A/TQ, because your
membership status has a
direct impact on registration rates!
•••
UPDATE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP INFO TODAY!
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Changes at the Top

New Commanders for Air Mobility Command and United States Transportation Command
AMC Welcomes a New Commander

Air Mobility Command welcomed its 11th
commander, on 5 May, at Scott Air Force
Base, Illinois.
Gen. Darren W. McDew took command of
AMC from Gen. Paul J. Selva during a ceremony officiated by Air Force Chief of Staff
Gen. Mark A. Welsh III. Addressing the Airmen in his new command for the first time,
McDew affirmed the pride he takes in their
service.
“I am proud of our heritage, just as I am
extremely proud of you. We owe it to that
heritage, that we’re writing, to get it right today for tomorrow,” he said.
In his previous assignment, McDew commanded the 18th Air Force, also located at
Scott AFB. As commander of AMC’s component numbered air force, he was responsible

for the worldwide operational mission of
providing rapid, global mobility and sustainment for America’s armed forces.
During the ceremony, Selva expressed his
confidence in McDew’s ability to shepherd
AMC’s global mobility mission.
“Today we give this command to the
hands of one of the most capable officers I
have ever met,” Selva said.
As AMC commander, McDew leads all
Mobility Air Forces comprised of nearly
132,000 civilian, active duty, Air National
Guard, and Air Force Reserve personnel.

Averaging an aircraft takeoff every twoand-a-half minutes, AMC sustains America’s
military operations worldwide, including
combat operations in Afghanistan, through
its airlift, aerial refueling and aeromedical
evacuation capabilities. The command also
responds to humanitarian crises at home
and around the globe.
McDew said he trusts the members of Air
Mobility Command to overcome any challenges the future might present.
“This is a pivotal time for our nation and
our Air Force and the challenges we will face
will most certainly be daunting. But they
will not define us because your true character always pierces through in moments of
crisis. And I promise, you will not be alone
to face adversity. We will face it together.”

General Selva Takes the Helm
at USTRANSCOM

In a ceremony following the AMC
change of command, Air Force Gen. Paul J.
Selva took command of U.S. Transportation
Command.

General Darren W. McDew, Air Mobility
Command commander, speaks May 5, 2014
during the AMC change of command ceremony at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. Air
Force Chief of Staff General Mark A, Welsh
officiated the ceremony where Gen. McDew
assumed command of AMC from Gen. Paul
J. Selva.(U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman
Tristin English).

Headquarters Air Mobility Command members stand in formation 5 May 2014 during a change
of command ceremony at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh
III officiated the ceremony where Gen. Darren W. McDew assumed command of AMC from Gen.
Paul J. Selva. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Maria Bowman).
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Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel presided over the ceremony, during which
Selva became the 11th USTRANSCOM
commander and the outgoing commander,
Gen. William M. Fraser III, retired.
“It is no exaggeration to say that our military could not do its job without TRANSCOM’s capabilities on the ground, at sea,
and in the air,” Hagel said. “You help keep
our people fed, our equipment fueled, and
you help get everyone and everything to
where they need to be on a scale that surpasses any organization in the world.
“As you all know, General Fraser was a
bomber pilot before coming to TRANSCOM.
But that didn’t stop him from succeeding
here. Because, in the words of TRANSCOM’s
first commander, General Duane Cassidy:
“Leadership does not depend upon
whether you can operate the equipment.
You can be taught how to fly airplanes,
operate tanks, or drive ships; you can’t be
taught how to be a leader…You have to be
willing to make a commitment to somebody other than yourself.”
Hagel also commented on Selva’s leadership.
“General Selva has proven himself to be
a leader who embraces change and innovation,” Hagel said. “Just recently, as the
leader of Air Mobility Command, he over-

saw the critical design review for America’s
newest refueling tanker, the KC-46 Pegasus,
and he personally delivered the final C-17 to
complete the Air Force’s fleet.”
Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, took the podium
next, and acknowledged USTRANSCOM’s
accomplishments under Fraser’s command.
“Thank you young men and women of
United States Transportation Command,”
Dempsey said. “One of our military’s greatest strengths is that our people know when
they ask for something, they’re going to get
it. No matter the danger or the circumstances they trust that what they need is on the
way because it’s in the hands of Transportation Command and the men and women

who populate your ranks.
“You are truly what makes us global,”
Dempsey continued, “so on behalf of the
Joint Chiefs who I represent, thank you for
what you do. That trust, even more than the
material you deliver, makes us the strongest
military that the world has ever known.”
Once the flag was passed and command
assumed by Selva, he thanked all involved.
Selva spoke on the trust needed to always
successfully deliver the strategic mobility required to achieve the nation’s objectives.
He also thanked what he called “Our fifth
component…our civilian partners, airlines,
oversea carriers, rail companies and trucking companies that truly bring mobility to
our nation, in times of peace and in times of
war, to you we are forever indebted.“
Next Fraser received an award and his retirement certificate. He then addressed the
crowd and members of his former command.
“I came to you relatively uninitiated into
the mobility world but yet you took me in.
You taught me the concepts and you have
made me an enthusiastic advocate,” Fraser
said. “Secretary Hagel, these people consistently do absolutely amazing things as you
mentioned and they make it look routine…I
can’t begin to tell you how proud I am to
have had this opportunity to be the commander of United States Transportation
Command.”

Gen. Paul J. Selva accepts the United States
Transportation Command guidon from
Chuck Hagel, Secretary of Defense, during
the USTRANSCOM change of command ceremony 5 May 2014, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.
Selva was previously assigned as the commander of Air Mobility Command and is the
11th commander of USTRANSCOM. (U.S.
Air Force photo/Senior Airman Divine Cox).
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“By the use of a considerable number of these machines,
all of the Yankee armies now upon our soil and their blockading fleets
may be speedily driven off or destroyed.
In the present condition of our country, it will take a large sum to construct the requisite number of Birds of Art for this objective; but if this
appeal should be responded to generally, none need contribute
more than one dollar – a sum that every one may spare without inconvenience – in order to rid our country [sic] of the privations
and perils of this fiendish war. Each machine will cost about five hundred dollars…In the body of the bird [will be] room for a number of
shells; and the operator, by touching a spring with his foot, could drop
them upon the enemy from a safe distance.”

STORY

— Roderick Davidson

1865 Appeal to Confederate Soldiers
to help fund the invention, creation
and deployment of his Artis Avis (Birds
of Art), a flying machine he believed
could save the South.

Back in the Day…

Tales of Courageous Derring-Do and
Adventurous Airmen in the Early Days of Air Mobility

The spirit of Sir Alan Cobham admires two circa World War I Caudon G.3 aircraft, one readying for take-off and one aloft. The Australian
Flying Corps operated the G.3 during the Mesopotamian campaign of 1915–16. (Photo Montage by Collin Bakse, A/TQ art director).
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at Dayton.
Beginnings
The roots of Military Aviation reach back 200 plus years. The
In 1911, Lt Benjamin D. Fulois demonstrated aviation’s usefulearliest military uses of aviation involved lighter-than-air balloons.
ness in courier duty, carrying a message from an Army Division
During the Battle of Fleurus in 1794, the French observation balloon
Commander to a remote camp 264 miles away and returning with
l’Entreprenant was used to monitor Austrian troop movements. The
a reply in just 1 hour and 45 minutes. 1911 also saw the birth of
use of these lighter-than-air aircraft in warfare became prevalent in
Air Mail. An unofficial airmail flight conducted by American Fred
the 19th century, including regular use in the American Civil War.
Wiseman, on 17 February, couriered three letters between Petaluma
Both the Union and the Confederacy made use of balloons. While
and Santa Rosa, California. The world’s first official airmail flight
used primarily for observation, both sides also launched balloons
came the next day, 18 February, at a large exhibition in the United
loaded with explosive devices at each other – sort of Civil War Era
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, British India. The organizer of the
Pedators if you will. Amazingly, both sides also designed and ataviation display, Sir Walter George Windham, was able to secure
tempted to build flying mapermission from the postmaschines similar to helicopters.
ter general in India to operate
The South even planned to
an airmail service in order to
use theirs as a bomber! Congenerate publicity for the exfederate supporter Roderick
hibition and to raise money
Davidson was so sure he could
for charity. Mail from people
invent and field an aircraft to
across the region was gathered
end the “fiendish” war with
in at the local church and the
the Union that he solicited dofirst airmail flight was piloted
nations from soldiers on the
by Henri Pequet, who flew
battlefield.
6,500 letters a distance of 8.1
In 1898, during the Batmiles (13 km) from Allahabad,
tle for San Juan Hill in the
to Naini - the nearest station
Spanish-American War, artilon the Bombay-Calcutta line
lery fire was directed from an
to the exhibition. The letters
army balloon. Ten years later,
bore an official frank “First
in 1908, Lt Frank P. Lahm flew
Aerial Post, U.P. Exhibition,
as a passenger in a Wright flyAllahabad. 1911”. The aircraft
er – one of the first examples
used, a Humber-Sommer biof military airlift. President
plane with about fifty horseTheodore Roosevelt’s interest The Australian Flying Corps (AFC), provided with the MF.7 by the British power (37 kW), made the jourin the Wright Brothers’ claims Indian Army, operated it during the Mesopotamian campaign of 1915–16. ney in thirteen minutes.
of the military superiority the The Maurice Farman MF.7 Longhorn is a French biplane developed before
Over the next several years,
aeroplane afforded led to the World War I which was used for reconnaissance by both the French and Brit- military aviation officers worlddelivery, on 20 August 1908, ish air services in the early stages of World War I before being relegated to wide began to recognize and
of a “heavier-than-air Flying service as a trainer. The “Longhorn” was a three bay biplane with a forward employ military (and commerMachine,” in accordance with elevator mounted on upcurved extensions of the landing skids and an em- cial) applications of AIRCRAFT
the Army’s contract specifica- pennage carried on four booms consisting of biplane horizontal stabilizers writ large. At the start of World
tion (No. 486). While Wilbur with an elevator attached to the trailing edge of the upper surface and twin War I, the combat potential of
was demonstrating in Europe, rudders. It was powered by a Renault air-cooled V8 engine driving a pusher the aircraft, for such uses as
Orville brought the 1908 Flyer propeller mounted in a fabric-covered nacelle Its name derived from the dis- observation, pursuit, and bomto the drill field at Fort Meyer, tinctive front-mounted elevator and elongated skids. (Courtesy photo).
bardment, was well-known and
Virginia; where, on 9 Septemunderstood, at least by airmen.
ber, he piloted a flight of 1 hour 2 minutes 15 seconds – the first time
However, the limited weight-bearing capacity of the aircraft of the
that an aeroplane had flown for more than an hour! Later the same
period made it difficult to carry anything in significant quantity.
day he carried aloft an Army balloonist, Lieutenant Frank Purdy
That, however, did not mean that the courageous airmen of the era
Lahm, who thereby became the first American officer to fly as a paswould not try to use Combat Airlift as a combat tactic should the
senger in an aeroplane – airlift. The flight of 6 minutes 24 seconds esneed ever to arise.
tablished a world’s record for two men – sustained airlift. Following
these highly successful demonstrations, Orville made flights almost
The Need for Combat Airlift Arises - In Mesopotamia
daily; and as the word spread, people flocked to Fort Meyer by the
Arguably the first use of Combat Airlift occurred almost a centhousands.
tury ago, during World War I. The operation took place in late 1915
Tradegy, however, stopped the demonstrations. During a flight on
and early 1916 in Mesopotamia, now known as Iraq, along the Tigris
17 September, the right propeller fouled a guy wire and broke off,
River at the port of Kut-al-Almara, or Kut. At the time, Mesopotamia,
causing the machine to crash from an altitude of 75 feet. Orville
Greek for Between the Rivers, was ruled by the Turks. The ancient ArWright and his passenger, twenty-six-year-old 1st Lieutenant Thomabs called the land Al Jesireh, ‘the Island’, designating the stretch of
as Selfridge, were taken to the Fort Meyer Hospital. Orville Wright
fertile land isolated by the Tigris and Euphrates. Iran was then called
was seriously injured; but Selfridge was so gravely injured that he
Persia and Israel did not exist – that area of the world was then called
died that evening – the first person in the world to be killed in an
Palestine and Trans-Jordan.
aeroplane accident. Thus the completion of the Army tests had to
Turkey had aligned with Germany and entered the war on 31 Ocwait until the following year. If Selfridge had lived, his experience
tober 1914. Turkey held the remnants of the Ottoman Empire, the
as an engineer and his background as a graduate of West Point, not
south-eastern extremity of which stretched to the Persian Gulf. In
to speak of his devotion to flying, would have served his country
November 1914, the British Colonial Government in India sought
well. Selfridge Air National Guard Base is named in his honor and, in
to secure a vital Royal Navy asset, the Basra oil terminal and port,
1965, his name was inscribed in the National Aviation Hall of Fame
to ensure delivery of the Anglo-Persian oil – so they formed the
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014
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Indian Expeditionary Force D (IEF D) under Lieutenant-General Sir
later reported that the crew – Lieutenants George Pinnock Merz (a
Arthur Barratt.
medical doctor and formerly of the Melbourne University Rifles)
By January 1915, Barratt force were facing a slow and methodical
and W. W. A. Burn (a New Zealander) – were killed by armed cicampaign up the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Barratt cabled the War
vilians after a running gun-battle over several miles. They were
Office on 9 January and asked for reinforcements, including aeroAustralia’s first air-war casualties.
planes. A few weeks later he followed-up
On 24 August, the Half-Flight was atthe request emphasizing urgency, and
tached to No. 30 Squadron Royal Flyon 7 February, the War Office agreed to
ing Corps, which was operating four
send two aircraft, but could not supply
Martinsyde S.1s. Three Maurice Farman
pilots, observers or mechanics. The airseaplanes were added to the squadron
men would have to come from India.
in September. Because the Tigris river
At the beginning of the war, the Inwas too shallow for the seaplanes to use
dian Flying Corps consisted of just four
at that time of year, the seaplanes were
aeroplanes and a few aviators and meconverted into Shorthorns.
On 27 September, Kut was captured
chanics. The Government of India had
formed the Indian Flying School at Siand 30 Squadron was moved there.
tapur in 1914 and it was staffed from
In October, four BE2c aircraft arrived,
officers from the Indian Army who had
and 30 Squadron was divided into two
learned to fly at their own expense while A Maurice Farman MF.11 Shorthorn, a French recon- flights, with the Australian Half-Flight
on leave in England. At the outbreak of naissance and light bomber biplane developed during incorporated into B Flight. However the
the war, plans for training pilots in In- World War I by the Farman Aviation Works. The Austra- Australian personnel suffered an india were shelved due to the high and lian Flying Corps (AFC), provided with the MF.7 by the creasing number of misadventures with
immediate demand for both aircraft and British Indian Army, operated it during the Mesopota- at least two crews being taken prisoner,
pilots to meet the war effort elsewhere. mian campaign of 1915–16. (Courtesy photo, photogra- either after being shot down or suffering
The few pilots and machines in India pher unknown).
engine failure.
The Indian Army met with stiff opposition outside Baghdad, and
were immediately offered up to the War Office and were accepted,
were forced back to Kut on 4 December, where the city was besieged.
the aircraft and crews being sent to Egypt. So when the call came
from Barratt for aeroplanes for Mesopotamia, only two serviceable
The Siege of Kut – First Combat Airlift
aircraft, Maurice Farman Shorthorns, were available. Fortunately,
Remarkabley, a large Indian Army force – an overstrength, 25,000
Australia replied that they could furnish officers, men and transport,
man division with air elements – had suffered a defeat by the Turks.
but no machines. Though the match was not ideal, it would initially
After suffering 50% casualties and retreating to Kut, the British set
suffice. Given that Australia only had seven qualified pilots, the ofup a quick defensive perimeter as the siege by the Turks began. The
fer of four was extremely generous. The pilots formed the core of the
only way in or out was by air. When Turkish fire halted air-land refirst Australian Flying Corps (AFC) unit to see active service – the
supply efforts, British aviators quickly adapted and began airdropfamous Australian Half-Flight (alternatively known as the Mesopotaping less sensitive supplies. The besieged
mian Half-Flight), so called because the
forces had plenty of rations and felt they
unit consisted of only enough aircrews
could easily wait for relief. But when the
and ground personnel for half a flight.
relief forces were stopped by the Turks,
The Australians were to be augmented
the situation became critical. All food
by personnel from the Indian Army and
sources would be consumed within a
New Zealand.
The AFC contingent sailed for Bommonth.
bay, and on 20 April it left for Basra.
A New Zealander enlistee in the Royal
Upon the Half-Flight’s arrival in Basra
Field Artillery named Edward Mouson 26 May, two Maurice Farman Shortley, in The Secrets of a Kuttite, a book he
horns and a Maurice Farman Longhorn
wrote after the war, recounts the condiwere handed over to the unit. These
tions the Indian Army faced during the
three biplanes were of the “pusher”
Siege of Kut. Concerning the lack of supdesign, so-called because the propeller
plies he wrote: “We have eaten up some
faced backwards, behind the cockpit.
very tough bullocks, and I much prefer
A close-up of a single seat 1912 Caudron biplane fitted
The planes were already obsolete and
donkey to mule. We are down to horse
with a 46 hp Anzani engine. (Photo courtesy of the RNwere not suitable for the desert condiin a day or so. The floods have put our
ZAF Museum, Christchurch, New Zealand).
tions. To start with, their top speed was
meagre [sic] fires out, and for dinner we
only 50 mph (80 km/h), while the desert wind (known as the shahad half-raw donkey, red gravy, and half-cooked rice with some date
mal) often reached 80 mph (129 km/h). Secondly, the warmer desert
stuff that made me feel like an alarm clock just set off.”
air reduced the aircraft lift capability, rendering them unable to take
As the siege dragged on, conditions became much worse and
off on occasions. The Longhorn was a second-hand aircraft and had
Mousley became more philosophical, writing, “One can only psypersistent mechanical problems, meaning that it spent a lot of time
chologize viciously on the difference in point of view between a
being repaired.
full man and an empty one. Eating maketh a satisfied man, drinkAfter arrival, the aircraft were immediately put to use on reconing a merry man, smoking a contented man...It is not far from the
naissance missions. Shortly afterwards, the Indian Army captured
truth to say I have today done none of these. For by eating one
the town of Amarah, and the Half-Flight moved there on 9 June.
cannot mean half a slice of chaff bread, nor by drinking a waterOn 4 July, the Half-Flight’s equipment was augmented with two
coloured liquid like our siege tea, nor yet by smoking a collection of
Caudron G.3 aircraft, which were still not up-to-date, but generally
strange dried twigs and dust. Man, it has been excellently observed,
preferred to the Farmans. On 30 July, one of the Caudrons was forced
cannot live by bread alone. How much less, then, can he live upon
to land in enemy territory due to mechanical problems. It was
half chaff and half flour?

12

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014

supplies in any significant amounts.
“For dinner we had a very excellent roast joint of horse and some
rice. I find that first-class horse is better than second-class mule, and
America First Combat Airlift
only second to second-rate young donkey. It beats camel and eclipses
America’s first use of Combat Airlift also occurred during World
buffalo altogether.”
When it became more and more difficult to get supplies through
War I, when, in late 1918, a force of 550 Americans, later to be called
the “Lost Battalion,” became surroundby boat up the Tigris, and the Australian
ed by German soldiers. Nine companies
Half-Flight began airdropping supplies,
of the 77th Division, pinned down in a
in a forerunner to the Berlin airlift.
With a minimum requirement of
ravine, soon ran low on supplies. They
5000 pounds per day, the air officer calsuccessfully released carrier pigeons but
culated that if each of his aircraft flew
the messages contained the wrong coorthree times per day, that goal was theodinates. The 50th Aero Squadron, conretically achievable. The air resupply
sisting of a complement of 15 pilots, 15
observers, and 16 Liberties, undertook
began on 15 April with food, medical
supplies, money (£10 000 in gold, silthe mission to first locate, and then rever and notes), and spare parts for the
supply the Lost Battalion with ammuniwireless all flown in. Food was carried in
tion, rations, and medical supplies. Four
50-lb bags slung under the fuselage and
attempts to pinpoint the location were
in 25-lb bags fixed to the undercarriage.
unsuccessful in increasingly bad weathOn one occasion, a 70-lb millstone was
er by air.
dropped to grind corn, and parachutes Major-General Townshend, Khalil Pasha and other unBecause of the incorrect location, the
were made at the Basra base cut from old identified officers after surrender of the Kut Garrison in 50th’s first attempt resulted in supplies
aeroplane fabric to permit safe drop of 1916. (Courtesy photo, photographer unknown).
dropped into the German trenches.
the supplies.
Lieutenants Harold E. Goettler and ErUnfortunately, aircraft serviceability and poor weather kept the
win R. Bleckley volunteered for the next mission, but bad weathairmen from ever achieving the 5000 pound goal. The problem
er forced them to fly low over the ravine. They tried to draw just
was compounded when German Fokkers attacked the British airenough enemy fire to help locate the battalion, but both sustained
lifters, necessitating the use of their limited airframes for escort.
fatal injuries. For their heroic efforts, both received the Medal of
Unfortunately, an escort with its armed observer was too heavy to
Honor – the first Medals of Honor presented for an airlift operation.
carry any food.
The 50th continued the operation, located the Lost Battalion and
On the subject of the airlift effort Edward Mousley commented
relayed their location to rescue forces.
that, “Aeroplanes to-day made several early trips, carrying some 150
lbs. of atta [flour] each trip. One lot fell
“It’s a full time job being Alan
into the Turkish lines. Kut apparently
Cobham!”
is not the easy mark it seems, for at difNo story professing to be about the
ferent times quite a few parcels, detonaearly days of Air Molility would be comtors, money and medicines have got the
plete without something about early
other bank or the enemy’s lines here. In
experimentation with in-flight refueling – and one of earliest and most adroit
fact one wonders why the Turks, instead
of shooting at our fliers, don’t encourage
aerial refueling enthusiasts was Sir Alan
them...For three or four days our heavy
Cobham.
sea-planes have brought us food, dropWhen Sir Alan Cobham was born in
ping each day from one half to a ton of
England in 1894, ascent by balloon and
flour and sugar in the town and as often
gliding were the most common forms of
as not into the Tigris or Turkish lines.”
flight in late Victorian London. By the
Sir Alan John Cobham, KBE, AFC (6 May 1894 – 21 OcOn 26 April two aircraft were shot
time he died in 1973, supersonic travel
tober 1973) was an English aviation pioneer. A member
down. First was a Short 184 seaplane
was an everyday event and man had
of the Royal Flying Corps in World War I, Alan Cobham
(No. 8044) flown by Second Lieutenwalked on the moon.
became famous as a pioneer of long distance aviation
ants Cecil Gasson (wounded) and Arch
When Alan first left school aged 15,
and was instrumental in the development of inflight reThouless (killed). The other was a B.E.2c
he was apprenticed to a clothing wholefueling.(Courtesy photo, photographer unknown).
(probably IFC 11) flown by Lieutenant
saler in the shadow of St. Paul’s CatheDonald Davidson, who was wounded, but escaped. His unarmed airdral. Building and flying kites on Streatham Common gave young
craft was delivering supplies and had 32 bullet holes plus the right
Cobham his first taste of ‘the air.’ Following a visit to Brooklands
aileron shot away. During the last days of the siege, the sole AFC pilot
to see an air display, and bitten by the aviation bug then sweeping
remaining and a few of the RNAS seaplane pilots flew 140 air resupthe country, he ambitiously attempted to construct a prize-winning
ply missions over and into Kut using makeshift supply bags.
man-powered ‘aviette’. The prize eluded him, but Cobham’s bicycle
with wings was a well intentioned first attempt to get off the ground.
Although over 19,000 lbs of supplies were dropped (mainly by
the RNAS) in 61 sorties, it was to be to no avail. Despite attempts
The outbreak of war in August 1914 saw Cobham, along with
to mount a land rescue, these failed due to Turkish entrenchment,
seemingly half the nation’s young men, eager to enlist in the British
lack of river transport and the floods. On 29 April 1916, and alArmy. A teenage summer spent working with horses on an uncle’s
most starving, the garrison surrendered after 146 days. It was
farm led to an immediate transfer to France as a veterinary assisreported that only 12 of the original mechanics from the Halftant. As the war dragged on, Cobham became aware of the greater
Flight at Kut escaped to Basra to be absorbed into 30 Squadron,
dependence being placed on motorized transport - and on airplanes.
RFC. Averaging only 2500 pounds per day, the first Combat Airlift
Despite his lack of formal education, he successfully transferred to
had failed. This air resupply was notable, however, as it was the
the Royal Flying Corps, applied for pilot training, and ended the war
first time in history that aircraft had been used to carry and drop
as a flying instructor in the fledgling Royal Air Force.
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boat loaned by the Air Ministry. His eventual aim was to form an
The end of hostilities saw the demobilization of some 22,000 piairline to operate to African destinations. Cobham-Blackburn Airlots, many of whom, untrained for anything but flying, hoped to
lines was subsequently created in partnership with Robert Blackburn
find employment in civil aviation. Cobham determined to forge a
but Imperial Airways, with its vastly greater resources, had belatedly
career in the air via a different route. In 1919, along with two exrealized the potential offered in Africa and was politically empowService colleagues, he bought a war-surplus Avro 504K training maered to take over their operations. Cobham’s aerial explorations in
chine, had it converted into a three-seater, then embarked on a tour
Africa were, however, not yet at an end. In 1931 he embarked on a
of southern England towns and villages, giving joyrides to those
survey of Lake Kivu and other waterways in the central region, flywilling to risk life and limb in return for a small payment. Initially,
ing a three-engine Short Valetta seaplane. Following his return from
profits were healthy and the Berkshire Aviation Company grew into
Africa, Cobham hit upon the idea of taking a large travelling air
Britain’s first aerial touring joyriding company, gradually extending
display around the British Isles. Capitalizing on his fame, Cobham
its operations as far north as Scotland.
branched out on his own, forming an air consultancy called Alan
The following year, continual periods of bad weather, which
Cobham Aviation Ltd. Its first project was what he called his Mutook their toll on passenger flying, forced Cobham to join the Airnicipal Aerodrome Campaign, a highly
craft Manufacturing Co (Airco). As phopublicized tour of Britain, which, in
tographic pilot, his task was to position
1929, resulted in 50,000 passengers bean aircraft so that a cameraman could
ing taken for flights.
take commissioned aerial views of
towns and sporting events. Airco, howEngaging a team of pilots, ground
ever, became another casualty of the
engineers and administrative support
post-war cancellation of military equipstaff, he provided exhibitions featuring
ment contracts and was soon forced
‘thrills and spills’ at nearly 1,000 locainto liquidation, leaving the aspiring
tions over the four years from 1932. Alyoung aviator facing the bleak prospect
together, three million people paid to
of unemployment.
see Cobham’s Flying Circus, an advenThe combined failures of both the
turous million of whom took part in
Berkshire Aviation Co. and Airco in
flights that veered from the sedate to the
1920 left Alan Cobham at the lowest ebb
fast and furious and were guaranteed to
in his career. By then aged 26, what at
test the strongest stomach.
first seemed another false dawn proved
By the mid-1930s, Sir Alan Cobham’s
a blessing in disguise. Geoffrey de Havilinstinct for innovation told him that
land took Cobham on as chief pilot for Aerial-refuelling Alan Cobham’s Airspeed Courier G- touring air shows had largely run their
the new de Havilland Aeroplane Hire ABXN from Handley Page W10, in 1934. (Courtesy pho- course. The time had come to use his
first-hand aviation experience to find
Co, flying to European trouble spots to to, photographer unknown).
bring back press photographs, and dropping cans of film by paraengineering solutions to overcome the challenges of long-distance
chute to cinemas up and down the country – an early example of the
flight.
airdrop mission!
He gained valuable long term experience undertaking extended
Aerial Refueling Comes of Age
charter flights – similar to today’s AMC-managed Civil Reserve Air
During the 1920s and early 1930s, air-to-air refueling was only
Fleet – carrying wealthy patrons over Europe and the Middle East,
used to assist in setting flight endurance records. Sir Alan’s long-dissometimes for weeks at a time.
tance flights had required the laying-up of stores and fuel in many
Cobham established himself alongside other famous racing aviaout-of-they-way places. Sir Alan knew that fewer take-offs and landtors after winning the 1924 King’s Cup Air Race in a prototype
ings required to reach a destination would increase safety, range, and
DH.50. In 1924, on learning that the Director of Civil Aviation, Sir
payload. Overcoming these limitations would help ensure that the
Sefton Brancker, was planning to sail to India to assess the locations
airplane would become the preeminent means of delivering passenfor landing sites along possible future air routes to Australia, Cobgers and time-sensitive cargo to faraway destinations.
ham raised extra funding, which then allowed Brancker to charter
An instinctive entrepreneur, Sir Alan founded Flight Refuelling
Ltd (FRL) in October 1934 to develop aerial refueling equipment
an aircraft with Cobham as pilot. Together, they investigated the
suitable for both commercial and military use. He also envisaged
viability of setting up airship routes to the Far East. The conclusion
his company providing aerial tanker services at key points along the
was that the airplane, not the airship would eventually win the day.
world’s expanding air routes. These pre-positioned tankers would
Many of those airstrips continue to operate today as fast-jet bases for
rendezvous with and extend the range of airliners without them
the Indian Air Force – a prime example of the base opening mission.
needing to land – an early application of the air bridge concept for
With his return from India, Sir Alan became the first aviator to
commercial aviation purposes. To prove that this was feasible, Sir
successfully conduct a round-trip flight to India, and was acclaimed
Alan conducted what we would today call a “technology demonstraas a triumph by the media. Cobham, now enjoying newfound fame,
tion” flight from the UK attempting to reach India. A mechanical
and enthused by the possibilities of long-distance air travel by airfault unrelated to aerial refueling forced his landing at Malta. Unplane, then organized and carried out, within 18 months, similar
daunted, the UK Air Ministry provided Sir Alan and FRL with a vafirst-time round-trip flights to South Africa and Australia – pioneerriety of obsolete aircraft so that research into aerial refueling could
ing the concept of global reach by airpower.
continue.
Unsurprisingly, he found himself in great demand, and a sixweek de Havilland sales tour across the northern United States
By 1939, the FRL had “perfected” the “looped hose” system: two
and Canada proved him an accomplished public speaker. In 1926
aircraft would trail steel cables that would come into contact and
Cobham flew from Rochester (Kent, UK) to London (UK), via
become “intermeshed” (tangled, really). The tanker would wind in
Australia, and landed finally on the River Thames in front of the
its cable, disconnect it from the receiver aircraft’s cable, and then
Houses of Parliament before an audience of one million. He was
attach a fuel hose to the receiver’s cable – which would be wound
knighted immediately.
in and the hose connected to the fuel tank. Modern aerial refueling
In 1927, now Sir Alan Cobham, circumnavigated Africa in a flying
practitioners likely find this method dangerously crude – and so did
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refueling systems were designed, developed and manufactured by
the interwar airlines! Only one commercial customer – Imperial AirSir Alan Cobham’s Flight Refueling company.
ways – was willing to engage FRL and that was only because it was
The US Air Force found its newly gained and hard won status as
under contract to fly mail, not passengers, from the UK to Canada.
an independent service under political threat in the 1947. The US
During the summer and fall of 1939 FRL supported sixteen non-stop
Navy – seizing on the production delays of the B-36 intercontinental
transatlantic mail sorties by Imperial flying boats – which now could
bomber – pressed its own claims to be the major means of delivrefuel in flight rather than land at sea and refuel from picket ships
ering an atomic attack. What then became a burning inter-service
strung between Europe and North America. FLR aircraft flying from
issue prompted the USAF to immediately and reliably extend the
Ireland and Newfoundland would rendezvous with Imperial aircraft
range of its B-29 bomber force -- or risk
as they began and ended their transatlosing a vitally important strategic mislantic crossings – another example of
sion. Accordingly, orders were placed for
the air bridge concept. With the onset
air refueling equipment – FRL’s “looped
of winter weather and the outbreak of
hose” system that allowed the USAF to
World War II caused both the airmail
dramatically demonstrate its Global
and the inflight refueling service to be
Reach and Global Power. This resulted
suspended.
in the December 7, 1948 flight of Lucky
Shortly after the start of World War II,
Lady II from Carswell AFB, Texas to carSir Alan was able to convince the Britry out a mock atomic attack against the
ish service chiefs that his aerial refuelUS Navy’s Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor.
ing systems could extend the range of
Lucky Lady II dropped a dummy 10,000
convoy patrol aircraft. Examples of his
systems were also sent to the United A U.S. Air Force KB-29 refueling a F-84E fighter over Ko- lb bomb at Pearl and then returned to
States for evaluation by the Army Air rea during the Korean War,circa 1952, using the probe- base after a 9,400 miles round trip enCorps. Unfortunately, aerial refueling and-drogue system. (U.S. Air Force courtesy photo, pho- abled by KB-29M tankers equipped with
Sir Alan’s aerial refueling systems. Two
was not used by the Allies to prosecute tographer unknown).
months later, Lucky Lady II circled the
the bombing campaign against Nazi
globe in 94 hours. These demonstrations provided proof that the
Germany. However, near the war’s end, the RAF equipped its “Tiger
USAF could meet its obligations and, in doing so, sealed the fate of
Force” – in preparation for its deployment to the Far East to assist
the USN’s projected supercarrier, USS United States.
with the invasion of Japan – with aerial refueling capabilities. The
Aerial refueling continued to be a source of great American interatomic bombings forced Japan’s surrender before Tiger Force was
service rivalry. This was largely resolved when the Boeing-designed
needed to deploy.
After the war, in 1948, FRL was the first British private contrac“boom” system capable of delivering high fuel flow rates was chotor to join Operation ‘Plainfare’ during the Berlin Airlift – another
sen to equip Strategic Air Command’s B-52 bombers. The US Navy
and Marine Corps, faced with operating from ships at sea, opted
CRAF-like mission – to which the company provided twelve aircraft.
These aircraft carried more than 27,000 tons (7 million gallons) of
to remain with the probe and drogue system. Subsequently, probe
critical cargo: domestic heating oil and
and drogue aerial refueling has been
fuel. Sadly, seven FRL employees died in
adopted by many US military rotary
“Many people have exploited a good idea,
service to the Berlin Airlift when their
wing platforms.
converted Lancaster bomber crashed in
With continuous development of the
but not many people live to see
November 1948.
probe and drogue refueling system, Cobit develop into a lasting success.
That same year, the US Air Force first
ham’s equipment was to prove of funAlan Cobham championed the idea of
began installing FRL’s ‘looped hose’
damental importance in the defense of
AAR equipment onto their KC-29 tanker
both the United Kingdom and the Unitrefuelling aircraft in the air, and started
fleet. In March 1949, four Boeing KCed States throughout the Cold War and
Flight Refuelling Limited in 1934.
29Ms tankers enabled a single Boeing
beyond. Today, using either (or both) the
The Company has prospered for over 75
B-50A bomber – “Lucky Lady II” – to
British ‘probe and drogue’ method infly around the world non-stop. This was
vented by Sir Alan’s Flight Refueling in
years, to become Cobham plc, which today
the first demonstration of the US Air
1949, or the American ‘boom’ system inis a major international aerospace and
Force’s Global Reach and Global Power
troduced by Boeing, the transfer of fuel
defence engineering company.”
for America capability. Almost immediin flight - the vital link as foreseen by
ately thereafter, however, the US miliSir Alan Cobham - is a commonplace
—HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, KG
tary asked if a more flexible, automatic
feature undertaken by major air forces
system, capable of refueling single-seat
throughout the world. Sir Alan was truly
fighters might be available. Six months later, FRL demonstrated to a
an aviation pioneer who changed the future application of air power
USAF delegation the world’s first probe-and-drogue refueling system,
by perfecting and productionizing aerial refueling concepts and
allowing a Lancaster tanker to fuel a Meteor jet, enabling a world
technologies. Sir Alan Cobham once remarked, “It’s a full time job
endurance record of 12 hours and 3 minutes on 7 August 1949. This
being Alan Cobham.” He wasn’t bragging, just stating a fact! Nearly
single act fundamentally changed the future direction of military
80 years later, Sir Alan’s pioneering spirit continues with Cobham
airpower.
the company, an Airlift/Tanker Association Industry Partner, proThe Korean War saw the first use of probe-and-drogue refueling
ducing world leading products and solutions for the aerospace and
of combat aircraft during wartime. Carrier-launched, twin-engined
defense industry, including market leading aerial refueling system.
North American Savage tankers used internally carried hose and
drum units, while US Navy and Marine Corps tactical aircraft began
The stories told here are only a few among many, many stories
using the “buddy” stores systems to share fuel. In May 1952 12 USAF
about “daring young men (and women) in their flying machines,”
F-84E fighters returning from North Korean targets were refueled
during the early days of aviation, military airlift and in-flight refuelvia probe-equipped wing tanks by KB-29T tankers. This was the first
ing. These, and other, intrepid aviation pioneers set out “to conquer
USAF combat mission to include aerial refueling, and those aerial
the sky,” and they did – with courage, fortitude and style.
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Convention Information Contacts:

Hotel Room Reser vations & Info: Miles Wiley: (703) 409-7102 | Rooms@atalink.org
Please use this info only if you DO NOT have an assigned POC. Contact your assigned POC first!
Info needed to secure a room: Your Name; Number of Rooms Requested;
Arrival Date/Time; Departure Date/Time; Phone Number; and E-Mail Address.
Convention Information & Registration: Bud & Pam Traynor: (703) 385-2802 | ata@atalink.org
Technology Exposition (exhibits): Bob Dawson: (828) 455-7426 | Exhibits@atalink.org
A/TQ Articles / Stories / Ad Specs: Collin Bakse: (618) 235-5070 | ATQ@atalink.org
A/TQ Advertising: Doug Lynch: (321) 415-2191 | Advertising@atalink.org
Seminars: Jef frey Bigelow: (757 ) 78 4 - 8306 | Seminars@atalink .org
Golf Tournament: Wally Herzog (817) 243-5659 | Golf@atalink.org
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2014 Convention, Symposium & Technology Exposition

—
Rules of Engagement —
These instructions are very complete and sometimes a bit negative, (sorry).

Please read this stuff anyway – administrative staff especially! We know that you may be filling the Registration Form on page
28 out for someone else; but your mistake will still be charged to the attendee.
And PLEASE don’t call Bud and Pam in lieu of reading the instructions -- they will only refer you back here or to the same information online (http://www.atalink.us/Convention/Instructions.aspx). we’ve tried to cover all contingencies.
A/TA Convention fees are low – We charge everyone for anything that they attend. This means an exhibitor, regardless of his company’s
booth or Corporate Membership payments, must individually register and pay.
Individual membership – regular, corporate or life, allows you to register with the member rate discount. You may pay for membership
and convention in the same transaction using two (2) cards. We recommend that you not use a Government Card to pay for any personal
fees, e.g. golf or guest registration. A Registration Form is located on page 28, however, the preferred method for Registration is to use the
Online Registration process. Please read all the instructions, especially the Cancellation Instructions – if you must cancel call Bud and
Pam at (703) 385-2802 – but CANCEL BEFORE THE CONVENTION STARTS or we will “spend” your money! Full registration includes
all events (except golf, $125, and your hotel, of course). The Member Rate is a membership benefit. To register at the member rate, your
membership must be current through at least November. The membership fee is non-refundable – even if you subsequently don’t attend
for any reason .
You can pay membership fees with registration. Membership fees are: $40 1 Year;
$110 3 Year; $500 Life.
No partial registrations except for Social Guests of full registrants.
We take VISA, MC, Discover or Amex but only with SSN last-4 and email address,
card number, exp date, CVV and “signature.” We currently cannot handle purchase
orders or bank transfers for memberships or registrations. We take checks with
mailed forms.
Spouses who are A/TA members should complete a separate form for proper recognition. Use one form for you the registrant and your social guest. Guests of Registrants register at Registrants rate (without a separate membership fee).
If you have more than one guest, please call (703-385-2802) to provide the additional names.
Guest-Banquet-only pre-registrations are permitted. You can use a second card for
your personal portion.
Registrants may receive the early rate only if a completed form and full payment
are postmarked or received by 15 September. After 15 September, the higher preconvention rates will prevail – no exceptions. Incomplete forms OR payment will
NOT qualify for early rate. Payment must accompany form, regardless of method of
payment. On error, please call us – do not send duplicate or “updated” forms. Call
(703-385-2802 or email us at ata@atalink.org).
No web input or mail can be received after 1700 EST 23 October because the office
will be unmanned.
You may register at the A/TA registration desk upon arrival at the on-site rate.
And sorry, no, you can’t pay now and send names later.
This year our fees are exceptionally low – Accordingly, we must charge everyone for
anything that they attend. This means each exhibitor, regardless of his company’s booth
or Corporate Membership payments, must individually register and pay (or use a certificate - see http://atalink.org/Exhibitors/Overview.aspx#certificate for clarification).
Attendance Fee Chart:
FULL REGISTRATION OPTIONS

EARLY-REGISTRATION
(≤ 9/15)

PRE-REGISTRATION
(9/16 – 10/23)

ONSITE-REGISTRATION
(≥ 10/29)

All Members

$245

$285

$325

Non-Members on Orders

$325

$365

$405

Non-Member
Non-Government

$470

$470

$470

(on orders or not)

On-Orders No Banquet

(Does not apply to Contractors)		

-$65

Golf		$125
Social Guest Only Registration:
The following events are all included in full registration, but are available for social
guests/spouse. Thursday Reception: $100; Friday Program: $175; Friday Reception:
$100; Saturday Program: $175; Banquet: $65; Sunday Brunch: $50.
Rules of Engagement continue on next page. >>>
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Hotel Room Rates:
The hotel room rates at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention
Center are as follows:
Military/Civil Service Traveling On Orders:
$122 per night plus tax (no resort fee). Subject to change on 1 Oct
Corporate Rate:
$194 per night plus $18 resort fee (plus tax on both)
Military Double* Traveling on Orders:
$194 per night plus tax (no resort fee)
Taxes: State tax is 9.25%; Occupancy tax is 6%; City Tax $2.50
*Military Double is defined as two people, both on orders, sharing a
room and splitting the cost equally between them.

Expanded Rules of Engagement & Other Information:
We know that the instructions for the registration form have become quite lengthy. But this is to allow the maximum flexibility
for the registrant. Without the complexity, cancellation and refund
opportunities would be impossible. There are limits to the flexibility
however. When Bud and Pam move to the convention site (after 23
Oct ), so moves the entire A/TA “headquarters office.” The A/TA
office phone, (703) 385-2802 will be forwarded to Bud’s cell phone.
Membership:
Membership must be current through November to register at the
member rate. The membership fee is non-refundable. No exceptions.
When you log in, you will be shown what your membership dues status is. PLEASE, if you wish to register at the member rate and need to
pay dues, please, please do it as you register on the registration form
-- even if you are paying for registration with a “company card” as
you can use two different cards on the form. No need to first become
a member separately (it doubles our processing workload).
Registration:
The only option is FULL registration. No line-item registrations are
available except for social guests of full registrants. You may register
as a Non-Member or with a member discount. If you choose to register as a non-member and are not Government or military, you must
pay the full non-government non-military non-member rates. Guests
register at the registrant’s rate.
If you have a correction, just call or email us. Payment must always
accompany the form, regardless of method of payment or form. Registration forms with checks MUST be mailed together. Marrying them
up later is too time consuming and error generating. When you register online you will be emailed a receipt to the address you gave. This
receipt cannot be re-created so print and save it for your voucher. If
you do not immediately receive an email receipt, presume you gave
us a bad email address. Login again and check your email address. Everyone with a valid email address will be sent an email confirmation
when the registration is processed. A backup online receipt can then be
obtained after logging in with your name and last-4.
Early registration is an incentive to register early for administrative processing reasons – not just for early payment of the money.
This means, for example, if you do not have the name of a registrant,
you cannot just pay by the deadline and get an early rate. Similarly,
if you want to register someone after the early registration deadline,
you must pay the higher rate for the new person as appropriate. The
canceled person will be reimbursed at the rate paid (less cancellation
fee and dues, if applicable).
To register at the member rate, membership must be current
through November. The membership fee is non-refundable. Members may receive the early rate only if this completed form and full
payment are postmarked or received by 15 Sep . Incomplete forms or
incomplete payment do not qualify for early rate. Use one form for
a registrant and non-member social guest; your guest registers at the
member rate. Spouses, who are A/TA members, should complete a
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separate form. We can take VISA/MC/Amex/Discover. You must include your SSN-last-4, email address, card number, exp date, CVV
and “signature.” Full registration includes all events except golf.
Postmark a mailed registration NLT 16 Oct to ensure it arrives before the office moves to the hotel. After that, plan on web NLT 1700
EST, 23 Oct , or registering at the hotel at the on-site rates.
No Substitutions:
There can be no registration substitutions. Individuals may be
canceled; and new individuals may register. Specifically, no one may
capture someone else’s early rate after the early deadline. We cannot
“bank” funds. This restriction applies to checks as well. Remember a
new registration must have all information supplied on a new form.
Dues are neither transferable nor refundable to a person cancelling.
(See cancellation instructions).
GPC Cards (formerly known as IMPAC):
A/TA can take any Visa, MasterCard. Amex or Discover card. If
use of your Government Purchase Card is approved, it may only
be used individually online. All tracking must be managed at the
local level. We treat all registrations as individual registrations. We
would prefer that all registration information, including dues payments if applicable, be received at the same time via the web registration (http://www.atalink.org). Every person who is submitted
must be a current member through November to get the member
discount. Some organizations have given individuals paper copies
(with a separate credit card for dues and/or guest registration) to
the card manager who then keys in both the Group card number
for registration and the individual’s personal card info for any personal items (dues, guests, etc.). You can download a PDF version for
this use, but may only submit the registration online. While you
may, it is not necessary to do membership first; please do both at
the same time.
Log in anytime (http://www.atalink.org) to view membership and
registration status. (When we’re very busy it might not be updated
immediately).
Exhibitors:
In A/TA, exhibitors are attendees as well as exhibitors, and as such,
pay the nominal registration fee. There are no reduced rate or partial
registrations, however, there are limited free full-registration certificates based on exhibit size. Please see details in the Exhibitor Package
and the Exhibitor page for exhibiting information.
Bring a Social Guest/Spouse:
Social guests attend at the registrant’s rate. If you have already registered, just call us with your additions: (703) 385-2802. Bringing a
spouse for the whole time and only registering him/her for the Banquet is ill advised. Shopping can cost more than full registration.
Remember, ALL including Guests, Must Pay:
Everyone including guests, must pay for any event no matter how
“short” the intended visit. (This includes guests accompanying you to
the hospitality suites). There are no “free” or “reduced-rate” options for
children of any age. (See the Attendance Fee Schedule on Page 17).
Arrival Recommendations:
Please schedule all transportation to arrive as early in the day as
possible to allow you to pick up your registration materials. You can
find a list of Local Airport Transportation Suggestions on the convention page of the website http://atalink.org/forms/airport_transportation_Nashville.htm. All registration volunteers attend the opening
reception (so far at 1900); you may be delayed if you have not completed your registration prior to 1845.
**Have your photo ID ready**
Recommend, if possible, you hit the Convention registration desk
even prior to checking in to your hotel room. It will be a lot easier on
you!

Cancellation:
Cancellation Fees. $30 through 15 Sep; $40 through 23 Oct ; $50
thereafter. (This includes changing charges from one card to another.) Refunds may be made based on your cancellation confirmation number, obtained after personal cancellation with Bud or Pam
Traynor, prior to 1800 CDT on Thurs, 30 Oct , at (703) 385-2802; You
should do this yourself, rather than depend on friends or other workers. Card refunds should be made automatically to your card within
a day of your request; check payment will be refunded individually
by check to each individual. Refund requests without a cancellation
number will not be honored; so when you talk to Bud or Pam, be
SURE to get one! We intend to process all refunds before year end.
You do not need to give a reason for your cancellation: however, no
duty or family emergency releases you from your responsibility to
cancel or from the cancellation fee. And again: Membership dues are
not refundable.
Every year, we have soulful requests for exceptions to our
rules on refunds, including membership refunds. Sorry, but
we don’t grant exceptions. Ever.
2014 Room Reservations:
A/TA does not limit convention participation, nor is there any
shortage of rooms, despite any appearance of a local “quota.” If you
want to attend, you may attend and we will take care of you.
Please open the Rooms ROE pdf document on-line (http://www.
atalink.org) for detailed procedures. If you have any questions, please
email OUR ROOMS POC at atarooms@cox.net.
Each Exhibiting company should have a room POC that individuals should contact for rooms assistance. If you do not have a room
reservation POC, contact atarooms@cox.net.
DO NOT negotiate individual or independent group contracts with hotels. You may be contacted by a third party
offering a reduced room rate for this year’s event. These
groups have NO standing with A/TA or any of the hotels. We
STRONGLY recommend you do not use these third parties
to secure room reservations. Independent contracts create a
personal liability for YOU, the signer. The A/TA will have no
ability to help YOU out of that liability! You may forfeit A/TA
transportation help as well.
2014 Room Reservation Cancellation policy:
All room reservations will be done via Pass Key, a secure, web based
program. The hotel will not hold any reservations unless secured by a
credit card.
Reservations are automatically guaranteed by charging a one-room
plus tax deposit. For refunds, room reservations must be cancelled
five (5) days before the reservation’s arrival date.
Venerable Members:
For our Venerable Members who have reached age 70 and have
been members of the Association for 20+ years, the Association sets
aside a limited number of hotel rooms at a reduced rate. Please e-mail
atarooms@cox.net to reserve your room. Since it is a limited number
of rooms, it will be on a first come, first served basis.
On-Site App:
A/TA will be using an app that you can download to your smart
phone. The app will contain the schedule, information on the seminars, exhibit hall layout and more much. There will be a link on the
website when available for download.
Distinguished Visitor (DVs) Information:
The Airlift/Tanker Association members are very fortunate to have
strong support from our senior leadership who attend the convention
and participate in our symposium events.
To attend the Symposium and Technology Exposition, you must
register. The registration fee covers food and beverage expenses, au-

diovisual support, meeting room rental fees, administrative cost and
other fees associated with running a conference. Except for the Banquet on Saturday night and Sunday brunch,all refreshment events
take place in the exhibit hall and, therefore, in and among the exhibits. We prefer that all who attend pay the registration fees for the
period they have elected to attend. However, the Association would
like to further offer non-AMC invited speakers, arriving and departing on the day of their presentation and not remaining overnight, to
attend any non-banquet activities on the day of their presentation.
Please call Bud or Pam Traynor, (703) 385-2802 to arrange. Please see
the Association’s legal opinion/recommendation concerning possible
ethical considerations.
Schedule:
See general overview and block diagram on Page 16. The format
and general timing will be similar to previous years.
Seminar Topics:
To propose seminar topics, contact Jeff Bigelow: (757) 784 - 8306 |
Seminars@atalink.org .
Protocol:
AMC Protocol will be available in a limited capacity. Questions may be directed to Ms Patti Cost, patti.cost@scott.af.mil
or (618) 229-2555.
DV Accommodations:
AMC Protocol, Patti Cost, will take care of Active/ARC O-9s and
above. All other Flag Officers (Retired and Active/ARC O-7s/O-8s)
should initially work room requirements with their base POC for
rooms. If the base/unit does not have a POC rooms, please contact
Miles Wiley (rooms@atalink.org).
DV Fees:
The full registration fee covers EVERYTHING (except golf and
lodging) from Thursday evening through Sunday brunch. We recommend full registration if you are attending more than two events.
We keep the cost for everyone extremely low to allow maximum participation. Please see fee overview. For non-mobility-oriented, invited
guest speakers, membership in the association is desired, of course,
but by no means required to qualify for the member registration rate.
All other guests, attendees, communication specialists, local company executives who “just want to see the exhibit,” children, parents,
etc. should expect to “pay to play.” We are non-profit; please understand that our low fees don’t allow for largesse. Contact Bud Traynor,
ata@atalink.org or (703) 385-2802 for further guidance.
DV Registration:
The registration instructions are quite lengthy in order to cover all
contingencies. DV registration should be done through the website
(http://www.atalink.org). Start with the Convention tab. It has all the
general hotel, etc. information. At the bottom of that page is a link to
the instructions page. At the bottom of that page is a link taking you
to the registration instructions themselves. Please don’t skip either
page; -- they should answer all your questions. You should log in with
the DV’s FirstName, LastName and Last-4.
When you arrive, Protocol will have registration badges, etc., for
Active/ARC 3- and 4-star attendees/equivalents. For all retired DVs
and Active/ARC 1- and 2-star attendees/equivalents, there will be a
special DV registration desk station where the DV should pick up his
or her registration badge and materials.
Award Winner Information:
Obviously, there are many other AMC awards not specifically
sponsored by A/TA. If the individual award you won is not on our
list on the Association website (http://www.atalink.org), these benefit instructions do not apply! Some Wing awards confer free special
memberships for a chosen lot. These do not confer individual-award
status.
Rules of Engagement continue on next page. >>>

A/TA gives/adds a year’s special membership in the Association to
all A/TA award winners.
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All Awardees must individually register. Please do it online (http://
www.atalink.org). Awardees travel at the government’s convenience
and should seek unit TDY reimbursement as appropriate. A/TA does
NOT pay for room or registration. The fee will be determined by
when awardee registers (early, pre, or onsite)!
We can see dues status and will credit Awardees when they register.
Awardee should put a comment in the “Remarks to Registrar” block
that they are an award winner.
A/TA will block (not pay for) one double room for each awardee in
the primary hotel.
Awardees should “claim” that reservation by contacting Col (Ret)
Barb Jacob at AMC at 618-229-7899.
A/TA will automatically seat the Awardee and one registered guest
at the Hall of Fame Banquet, at special tables up front. Advise Col Jacob of the name of the intended guest. Call Bud & Pam to register any
additional social guests. Coordinate the nearby seating of additional
guests at banquetseating@atalink.org.
Award Winners should plan to arrive and depart in coorination
with their units.
Air Mobility Technology Exposition Exhibitor Information:
Exhibiting at the Airlift Tanker Association annual convention and
Air Mobility Symposium & Technology Exposition is an experience
like no other. Exhibitors and attendees are participants together in
the airlift and tanker community’s premier event.
2014 Exhibitor Package items can be downloaded at http://www.
atalink.org/Exhibitors/Package.aspx.
Please note that exhibit-booth fees and exhibiting-personnel fees
are separate.
Every attendee – exhibitor or otherwise – must log in to submit an
individual registration.
A/TA’s VP for Industry, Bob Dawson, coordinates all booth requests
and takes booth payments. Bob also has a busy day job – try back
later or email him if no immediate answer. Bob’s cell number is 828455-7426. His email address is: exhibits@atalink.org
AGAIN THIS YEAR A/TA has re-instated the policy of free exhibit
registration certificates for paying industry exhibitors only, based on
the following formula: For one to three paid exhibit spaces purchased
– one free individual registration. For four to nine paid exhibit spaces
purchased – two free individual registrations. Eight or more paid exhibit spaces purchased – three free registrations.
We are officially referring to the exhibit areas as the AIR MOBILITY
TECHNOLOGY EXPOSITION. There will be more exhibit hours; and,
the pre-banquet reception will not be in the exhibit areas, so your
tear-down can be earlier.
Except for the, Banquet on Saturday night, and the Sunday Brunch,
all refreshment events take place in the Air Mobility Technology Exposition (formerly just called the exhibit hall) and, therefore, in and
among the exhibits. (Please note that as like last year, the pre-banquet reception this year will not be in the exhibit area.)
While the Symposium schedule will not be published until approximately 30 days prior to the convention, you can see a general
overview and block diagram on Page 16. To propose topics, contact
the Symposium Chairman, Jeff Bigelow. Association Members can
Login to obtain a link to last year’s schedule for a general idea of
types of activities and speakers. You will need to enter the SSN Last-4
that you gave when you joined or registered.
The Airlift/Tanker Association’s goal is to provide a world-class Air
Mobility Technology Exposition to all interested parties on an equitable but prioritized basis.
We first take requests for space in the hall from our Industry Partners. Then we take requests for space from those who exhibited at our
last convention. Then we take requests from our new exhibitors.
Government agencies and non-profits may receive one space ProBono. The free space will be in the exhibit hall.Additional spaces may
be purchased at a preferred rate.
Within each category, priority is based on payment receipt (post-
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mark) of at least 50% of the booth fees. However, best management
of the space within the exhibit hall will determine the final floor
plan. If changes are required, every effort will be made to ensure any
exhibitors displaced receive equivalent or better space.
The Industry Partner Membership Application may be accomplished or updated any time. Please contact Bud or Pam at ata@atalink.org or (703-385-2802).
By the way, with four or more booths, it is cheaper to become
an Industry Partner. Please become an Industry Partner now by
completing the membership application available at http://www.
atalink.org/Exhibitors/ExhibitPackage/IndustryPartnershipApp.
doc and emailing it to: ata@atalink.org. We take Visa, MC, Disc, or
Amex by phone, or mail checks to:
Airlift Tanker Association
9312 Convento Terrace, Fairfax, VA 22031
(703) 385-2802
Among other benefits, Industry Partners receive a discounted booth
rate and five free individual memberships. Companies may pay for
additional corporate-sponsored memberships at the current annual
membership rate, $40.
Still Have Questions?
Please visit the Convention Page of Association website (http://
www.atalink.us/Convention/Information.aspx) or contact the following for more information on specific topics:
Booth Requests and Payments:
Bob Dawson, A/TA’s VP for Industry coordinates all booth requests
and takes booth payments. Bob also has a busy day job – try back
later or email him if no immediate answer.
Cell 828-455-7426; exhibits@atalink.org
A/TQ Advertising
Doug Lynch, A/TQ’s Business Manager, takes Advertising Requests for
the Airlift/Tanker Quarterly magazine.
321-415-2191; advertising@atalink.org
A/TQ Editorial Content
Collin Bakse, A/TQ’s editor/art director, handles content for the Airlift/Tanker Quarterly magazine.
618-235-5070; atq@atalink.org
VIP Banquet Seating
Bob Ford coordinates VIP Seating requests.
703-465-3420; VIPbanquetseating@atalink.org
Room Reservations:
Miles Wiley coordinates all room reservations.
703-409-7102; Rooms@atalink.org
Memberships and Registrations:
Bud & Pam Traynor handle and receive payments for Industry Partnerships, Individual Memberships and Registrations, and field miscellaneous/administrative questions.
703-385-2802; ata@atalink.org
W-9 Requests:
You can download a W-9 Request for Taxpayer Identification Number at: http://www.atalink.org/Forms/W-9.pdf.
Hotel Information:
Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center, 2800 Opryland
Drive, Nashville, TN 37214. (855) 269-8602.
Gaylord Opryland Parking Fees: Valet parking fee: $28.00 Daily;
Self-parking fee for day guests: $21.00. Handicap parking is available.
Gaylord Opryland does not offer courtesy transportation to or from
airport. For-hire shuttles and taxi service are availale (~$30-$40).

Air Mobility

NEWS & VIEWS

Air Force Secretary Reports on Total Force Balance
By Amaani Lyle, American Forces Press Service
man-day use, with a 70-percent increase in
WASHINGTON (AFNS) – Air Force Secrefacilitating an Airman’s ability to serve in the
planned man-years over the next two years.
tary Deborah Lee James, on 30 April, outactive force, the Air National Guard and the
lined the service’s progress in leveraging the
James told the senators that Air Force
Air Force Reserve in the course of a career.
talent and capabilities of the Air National
leaders agree with 86 percent of the sugTo facilitate a new total force personnel
gestions put forth by the National ComGuard and the Air Force Reserve within the
and pay system in support of the continuum
total force concept.
mission on the Structure of the Air Force,
of service, the secretary said, the Air Force
James, along with Air Force Chief
has integrated force support squadof Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III, tesrons at Peterson Air Force Base,
tified at a Senate Armed Services
Colo.; March Air Reserve Base, CaCommittee hearing.
lif.; and Pease Air National Guard
A tiger team of three generals
Base, N.H.
from each reserve component con“One unit is essentially serving all
ducted a comprehensive review of
of the three different components in
mission requirements, recommendthe geographic area with respect to
ed ideas for improving collaborapersonnel systems,” she explained.
tion and sought avenues to balance
James noted an uptick in shared
total force capabilities, James told
active and reserve-component
the senators.
squadrons, or Air Force associa“We laid in force structure changtions, from 102 to 124, a 22 percent
es to take advantage of the Guard
increase in recent years.
and Reserve’s strength,” James said.
“It’s a form of integration, and
“For example, in the area of (intelwe’re kicking it up a notch and doligence, surveillance and reconing more of these in the future,”
naissance), we’ve increased reserve Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James and Air Force Chief she said.
components’ presence in the MQ-1 of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III present the structure of the Air
To retain talent across the total
(Predator) and MQ-9 (Reaper) fleets Force to the Senate Arms Services Committee in Washington, force, the secretary said, the Air
of remotely piloted aircraft, so we’re D.C., April 29, 2014. James and Welsh said the Air Force’s future Force has reduced the active-duty
going from 17 percent to 24 percent will more fully incorporate personnel from the Reserves and Na- service commitment payback in the
representation in that arena.”
Palace Chase Service Commitment
tional Guard. (U.S. Air Force photo/Scott M. Ash)
In the cyber arena, James said,
Waiver Program from three reserve
established by Congress as part of the fiscal
three new Air Force Reserve units will reflect
years for every year of active commitment
2013 defense spending bill. However, she
an increase in that capability in fiscal year
down to one.
added, they differ with the commission’s
2016.
Palace Chase is the name of the Air Force
Meanwhile, James said the Air Force will
recommendation that Air Force Reserve
program in which an active-duty Airman
decrease its active component end-strength
Command be disestablished.
transfers to the reserve component. The
by 17 percent while decreasing the Air
“We’re all for integration, and of course,
program also expanded to include rated officers, James said.
Force Reserve and Air National Guard endthat is the basis of that recommendation,”
“Bottom line there is – we’re making it
strength by 3 percent and 0.4 percent, reJames said. “But we feel…in fiscal year
easier and more attractive to people to enter
spectively, by fiscal 2015.
2015, we don’t have a good alternative way
“In the future, we hope to garner enough
to manage and provide for…70,000 memthe Guard and Reserve,” she added.
savings by moving capability and capacity
bers of the Air Force Reserve, so we would
James also reported seeking authority from
to the reserve component so that future
the Defense Department to implement aviadisagree with that proposition, at least for
end-strength cuts may not be necessary,”
tor retention pay to traditional reservists.
(fiscal 2015).”
she said.
James reported that the Total Force Con“As an aviator leaves active duty (for)
The secretary also reported better projecthe Guard and Reserve, I want to be able
tinuum, another group of generals, will lead
tion and budgeting of Guard and Reserve
the charge for myriad initiatives, one being
to (offer) that incentive pay,” she said.

New Tanker Gets New Name – KC-46A Pegasus
ORLANDO, FLA. — The Air Force’s nextgeneration tanker has a new name, the service’s chief of staff announced in February.
Gen. Mark Welsh announced that the
KC-46A has been dubbed “Pegasus” during his keynote address at the Air Force
Association’s Air Warfare Symposium in

Orlando, Florida.
“It’s a proud name,” Welsh said. “I had
a chance to see the first airplane on the
assembly line a few weeks back. It will be
flying in June. It’s a real thing now.”
The KC-46A is one of the big three recapitalization programs the Air Force has

acted to protect in the budget, alongside
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter and new longrange strike bomber. The tanker program
will produce 179 new planes to replace the
aging KC-135 tanker fleet, with 18 tankers delivered by 2017 and completion of
production in 2027.
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Air Force Names
McConnell as First
Active Duty-Led KC-46A
Main Operating Base
22nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs
On 23 April Air Force officials announced
that McConnell Air Force Base, Kan., has
been selected as the first active duty led KC46A Pegasus main operating base (MOB 1).
“We are very proud and excited to be selected for this mission,” said Col. Joel Jackson, 22nd Air Refueling Wing commander.
“As the premiere supertanker wing in the
world, the Total Force Airmen of Team McConnell will continue to lead the way with
the next generation of tankers.”

McConnell AFB was selected as the preferred alternative for the KC-46A MOB 1 in
May 2013 because it scored the best overall in criteria set forth by Headquarters Air
Force and has been waiting for an Environmental Impact Assessment to be completed
before an official announcement could be
made. The release of the study and the official announcement by the Air Force now
clears the way for McConnell AFB to receive
the 36 KC-46A aircraft.
“I am very pleased that the location of the
main operating base at McConnell means
that our Citizen Airmen will be among the
first to fly and maintain the KC-46A,” said
Col. Mark S. Larson, commander of the
931st Air Refueling Group. “We look forward
to working together with our active duty
partners in the 22nd Air Refueling Wing in
successfully performing this new mission.”
The KC-46A will gradually replace the
KC-135 Stratotanker at McConnell as the
new aircraft arrive with the KC-135 aircraft
being dispersed throughout the rest of the
Air Force.
Altus Air Force Base, Okla., was selected as
the KC-46A formal training unit, and Pease
Air Guard Station, N.H. was selected as the
first Air National Guard KC-46A main operating base (MOB 2).
The FTU and MOB 1 will begin receiving
aircraft in 2016.
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Dover C-5M Super Galaxy Fleet Is Complete
by Airman 1st Class Zachary Cacicia, 436th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
From the Galaxy to Super Galaxy, Team
been delivered like clockwork. Originally a
Dover’s armada of C-5M Super Galaxies is
C-5B Galaxy, 87-0040 underwent upgrades
finally complete.
at Lockheed Martin Corporation in MariLt. Gen. Brooks L. Bash, Air Mobility
etta, Ga. With the completion of these upCommand vice commander, delivered to
grades, it will now be designated as a C-5M
Team Dover its 18th and final C-5M Super
Super Galaxy.
Galaxy, tail number 87-0040, 2 April 2014 at
The C-5 series of aircraft have been in
1:30 p.m., Dover Air Force Base, Delaware.
service for over 40 years, and with these
upgrades they will be able to continue their
“We are very excited to receive our final
C-5M Super Galaxy,” said Col. Rick Moore,
service for the next 40 years. With the ad436th Airlift Wing comdition of the new Reliabil“The C-5M met initial
mander. “Completing our
ity Enhancement and Refleet marks a significant operations capabilities not engining Program (RERP),
milestone for Team Dover too long ago…Now this one 87-0040 was re-equipped
and for the C-5M program.”
rounds out Dover Air Force with four General Electric
A combined aircrew from
Aviation CF6-80C2 enBase’s capabilities.
gines, a modernized digital
the 9th and 709th Airlift
This gives our nation
Squadrons departed Tuescockpit, communications,
day April 1, 2014, for Dobenormous capabilities for enhanced navigation and
safety equipment, and an
bins Air Force Base, Ga., to airlift, which is absolutely
all-weather flight control
pick up the aircraft and fly
needed to support our
system.
it to Dover the next day.
national war plans.”
Lt. Gen. Bash ceremoni“The C-5M met initial
ally handed the aircraft’s
operations
capabilities
— Lt. Gen. Brooks L. Bash
AMC vice commander
key to Senior Airman Bradnot too long ago,” said Lt.
ley Harris, 436th Aircraft
Gen. Bash. “Now this one
Maintenance Squadron dedicated crew chief
rounds out Dover Air Force Base’s capabilifor 87-0040. This was followed by a small
ties. This gives our nation enormous capareception to celebrate the arrival of 87-0040
bilities for airlift, which is absolutely needed
and the completion of Team Dover’s C-5M
to support our national war plans.”
Super Galaxy fleet.
Compared to the C-5 Galaxies, the C-5M
“It’s an honor; this position is usually
Super Galaxies have a greater dependability,
efficiency, maintainability, and accessibility.
given to a Staff or Technical Sergeant,” said
This has dropped the total operating costs of
Harris. “To be selected as a Senior Airman
the heavy strategic lift aircraft.
definitely means a lot to me. I’m pretty honored to be selected.”
The Galaxy to Super Galaxy modernizaThe first C-5M Super Galaxy was delivered
tion will ensure that the U.S. Air Force will
to Dover AFB in February 2009, and since
continue to possess the most preeminent
then, newly upgraded C-5M after C-5M have
airlift capabilities in the world.

Firetrucks from the 436th Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Department give C-5M Super Galaxy
87-0040 and aircrew a customary spray-down as it pulls into a parking spot after its arrival to
Dover Air Force Base, Del., on 2 April 2014. The addition of this aircraft makes DAFB the first
base with a complete C-5M fleet. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Elizabeth Morris)
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Fairchild Refuelers
Train to Ensure Global
Mobility
92nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs
Two KC-135 Stratotankers from Fairchild
Air Force Base, Washington, refueled two
B-52 Stratofortresses from Barksdale AFB,
Louisiana, and two B-2 Spirit bombers
from Whiteman AFB, Missouri, as part of
a training mission requiring the bombers
to fly non-stop from their home stations to
training ranges in Hawaii and back to their
home installations 0n 2 April.
Fairchild’s participation demonstrated
the base’s role in achieving rapid global
mobility through air refueling capabilities
as both bomber and refueler forces exercised the president’s credible and flexible
military options to meet national security
obligations to the U.S. and its allies. The
training mission lasted more than 20 hours
and spanned nearly 8,000 miles.
“Training operations like this provide
opportunities to integrate plans and synchronize strategic capabilities with other
wings and combatant commands in order
to deny and disrupt threats, and assure
American partners and allies,” said Col.
Brian Newberry, 92nd Air Refueling Wing
commander.
Multiple agencies, including McConnell
AFB and Wisconsin and Hawaii Air National Guard units, were involved in the mission to test their ability to plan and coordinate support for long duration flights.
“The nature of aerial refueling means
we work with multiple branches,” said Maj.
Brent Chisholm, 92nd Air Refueling Squadron pilot and aircraft commander of one of
the participating Fairchild jets. “Exercise or
real-world, we are always ready to execute.
The way our aircrews are trained allows us
to participate at a moment’s notice, at any
given time.”
These types of flights ensure refueling forces maintain a high state of readiness and demonstrate flexible and always
ready capabilities to respond to a variety of
threats and situations within U.S. Strategic
Command’s global strike and strategic
deterrence missions.
“Our crew’s ability to stay ready is second
to none,” said Capt. James Rorick, 92nd ARS
pilot who commanded the other participating Fairchild aircraft. “Staying proficient is
paramount.”
Fairchild routinely participates in training missions to ensure their role in achieving global response and mobility.
“We know there is no Global Reach for
America without our venerable tanker
team,” said Newberry. “I salute all of the
Fairchild team for showing that so seamlessly on the world stage.”

New AMC Command Chief Connects with Airmen
by Senior Airman Sarah Hall-Kirchner, 375th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs
In 1985 President Ronald Reagan was sworn
your appointments were.”
in for a second term in office; a joint AmeriWith all of the ways available to commucan-French expedition located the Titanic; and
nicate, she stressed that every action we take
NASA launched nine space shuttle missions.
has consequences. We need to think of those
It was also the year 17-yearconsequences with everything
we post on social media.
old Victoria Gamble enlisted
“We have to be strategic Airinto the Air Force. Today, she has
men,” Gamble said. “I’m not
spent more than 28 years in the
talking about laying out a war
military – 10 of those as a chief.
The Air Mobility Command
plan, but be strategic as far
as social media goes. A lot of
command chief joined the
things are posted that shouldn’t
Air Force straight out of high
be posted.”
school. Recruiters from each
The things people should be
service came to her high school
communicating, said Gamble,
and the Air Force recruiter
are the good things the Air
stood out.
“I decided I would look pretForce does every day to carry
ty good in blue,” Gamble said.
out the mission. Each person
Since putting on the blue CMSgt Victoria Gamble, contributes to the mission, and
uniform, Gamble said she has AMC Command Chief Mas- those are the things that should
experienced opportunities that ter Sergeant. (USAF photo). be posted to social media, not
have motivated her to stay in
people’s dirty laundry. You
the military, but she has also learned from her
don’t have to be Public Affairs to share good
mistakes as well.
information on the web.
“Latch onto a good, positive example of an
“It comes back to our first core value--integAirman and learn everything you can from
rity first. It’s doing the right thing even when
him or her,” she said. “I was more concerned
no one is looking…especially when no one is
with making friends when I came in, and
looking.”
I needed to be more concerned with findThere is a way to change the negative attening people who represented what an Airman
tion the military is getting on social media,
should be.”
Gamble said. It’s by focusing on being a positive
Communicating is an important part of
strategic Airman rather than a negative one.
Gamble’s job. She wants all members of the
“Airmen should spend time posting the
military to know that it is part of their job, too.
good things that they do to support the mis“In rising Airmen, I wish I saw better comsion on social media,” said Gamble, because
munication skills. I wish I saw that at all levels,
Airmen are doing great things every day.
Social media isn’t the only issue facing the
up, down, and laterally. I don’t think anyone
has it exactly right, and we all have room for
military today. Many Airmen have commuimprovement.”
nicated their anxiety over force management
She stressed that Airmen, across the ranks,
programs.
must remember they are Airmen first, espe“I know people are worried about all the
cially in today’s social media environment.
changes the Air Force is undergoing,” said
“When I first came in we didn’t put any
Gamble. “This isn’t the first time we’ve
information out,” said Gamble. “There were
seen changes, and it isn’t going to be the
no computers or email. There was a big board
last time we are going to see major changes.
with two pegs and it listed all of the announceWhat it takes to get through all of these
ments. We did real roll calls. Everyone lined up
programs is leadership, from every level.
and was inspected. Then leadership read all of
We have to lead through the changes and
the announcements to us. They told you when
make good decisions.”
CHIEF MASTER SGT. VICTORIA GAMBLE
Chief Master Sergeant Victoria Gamble is the Command Chief Master Sergeant for
Air Mobility Command, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. She is the principal advisor to the
commander and his senior staff on matters of health, welfare and morale, professional
development, and the effective utilization of more than 38,000 active duty and 71,000
AFRC/ANG enlisted personnel assigned to the command.
Chief Gamble grew up in McRae, Georgia, and is a 1985 honor graduate of Wheeler
County High School. She entered the Air Force in July 1985. She has a diversified background in aircraft maintenance having worked on six different aircraft to include the
F-4, F-16, F-5, A-10, B-52 and KC-135. Prior to her current assignment, she was the Command Chief for the 6th Air Mobility Wing, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida and Command Chief for 18th Air Force, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.
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INDUSTRY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Intercomp is a leader in weight and measurement systems worldwide, specializing
in Government & Aerospace solutions.
Headquartered in Medina, Minnesota USA,
Intercomp has 35 years of engineering and
manufacturing experience and services a
global customer base that includes all
branches of the US Military.
Intercomp manufactures a wide collection of deployment solutions that are ideal
for mobility, including profiling, wheel
load, axle, weigh-in-motion, material
handling, and crane scales.
Many of Intercomp’s products feature fully electronic,
shear beam load cells. Their
industry-leading, field-proven, RFX™ Wireless Weighing Technology is the most
advanced wireless weighing
technology of its kind, and is
used by militaries around the
world to improve efficiency
and operation safety.
Intercomp is an ISO
9001:2008 registered company and provides customers
superior quality, reliability,
and certainty in the products
and services delivered. With
facilities in the US and United Kingdom,
Intercomp is positioned to provide complete
service, support, and certification for ALL
Intercomp products.
USAF Initiative
Intercomp’s Deployable Automated Cargo
Measurement System, or DACMS, started
as an initiative by the USAF Air Warfare
Battlelab (AWB) to address inefficiency and
improve accuracy concerns of weight and
measurement systems for processing cargo
during deployment.
In most cases, while loading aircraft, personnel had to gather vital item measurements using mechanical measuring devices.
The dimensions of the cargo and rolling
stock were collected by using tape measures
and weights were calculated by weighing
pieces individually. After all measurements
and weights were calculated, the values
would be manually inputted into the existing Integrated Deployment System (IDS)
software database. This process was tedious,
prone to human error, and required essential personnel to be taken away from their
regular duties for extended periods of time.
A field-ready, cargo weighing system, which
incorporated optical profiling technology,
was the solution.
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Intercomp’s DACMS
DACMS is a weighing and profiling system engineered to reduce the time needed
to weigh and measure vehicles and cargo
for deployment. DACMS automatically captures the length, width, height, and center

of balance of cargo and rolling stock, as
well as captures wheel and axle weights of
vehicles. Results are sent to mobility load
planning systems, thus reducing inaccuracies and cargo frustrations which occurred
with the manual processes. The completely
portable system can be set up and taken
down in approximately 30 minutes and reduces the manpower required to weigh and
measure cargo.
Application
DACMS increases efficiency, reduces frustration, and minimizes human error and
systems are utilized at most AMC Air Force
Bases, including Travis, McGuire, Dover,
Charleston, McConnell, Ramstein, and Yokota, as well as Bagram and Kandahar in
Afghanistan. USAF personnel use these systems to maximize efficiencies during equipment and troop movements.
Afghanistan Retrograde and Relief Efforts
DACMS is instrumental in the ongoing
Afghanistan retrograde by reducing weight
and measurement time from 15-20 minutes
to 15-20 seconds, and Kadena AB found
DACMS vital during Japanese tsunami and
flood relief efforts. During Hurricane Sandy, McGuire AB outbound units required
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airlift preparation and DACMS prevented
backups and reduced valuable processing
time, ensuring supplies were distributed
quickly and efficiently.
Wheel Load Scales
For static applications, Intercomp’s MH™ Series Portable Wheel Load Scales, accurately and quickly weigh
and classify vehicles or cargo.
MH™ scales feature RFX™
Wireless
communication
and automatically collect
wheel and axle weights, total
weight, and center of balance.
Aircraft Weighing
Intercomp also offers the
most comprehensive line of
aircraft weighing solutions,
ideal for anything from UAV’s,
helicopters, fighter jets to the
C-130, C-17 or C-5.
Intercomp’s Platform Scales and top-of-jack,
Jack Weigh™ Kits feature RFX™ Wireless communication. They are used by maintenance
centers, airframe manufacturers, and defense contractors, such as Lockheed-Martin,
Northrup-Grumman, Boeing, and General
Atomics, during the production and delivery
of aircraft.
Indicator options include the RFX handheld, AC100 CPU, ACWeigh Software and
iACWeigh™, the weighing app with AWBS
for iPad®. It is used in conjunction with
Lockheed-Martin’s weighing and test equipment for calculating and storing weight and
balance data, including CG.
Intercomp has also established itself as the
weight & balance expert providing solutions
to an array of industries, including Industrial, Traffic, Agricultural, Aggregates, Mining
and Racing.
Company Info
Intercomp products are available via
GSA CNT GS-07F-078BA or NSN. For
more information contact Intercomp’s
Military Account Manager Eric Larson at
ericl@ intercompcompany.com; send an
email to govsales@intercompcompany.com;
visit us online at www.intercompcompany.
com; or call +1 763-476-2531.

Industry Partner

A/TA INDUSTRY PARTNERS
(as of 31 May 2014)

AAI Corporation

Global Aviation Holding

AAR Corp

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation

Aerocraft

Honeywell International

Airborne Maintenance and Engineering Services, Inc.

Intercomp

Altus Military Affairs Committee

Jacobs Technology

ARINC Aerospace

JBT AeroTech

Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association

Jeppesen

ARSAG International

JLG Industries, Inc.

Atlas Air Worldwide

Kalitta Charters, LLC

Barling Bay, LLC

L-3 Communications, Integrated Systems

Boeing Company, The

LifePort, Inc.,

Booz Allen Hamilton

A Sikorsky Aerospace Services Company

Bose Corporation

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Corporation

CAE

Louis Berger Services (Aircraft Services Division)

Capewell Systems, LLC

Million Air

Cessna Aircraft Company

National Air Cargo

Chromalloy

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Cobham

Omega Aerial Refueling Services, Inc.

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC

Parker Aerospace

David Clark Company, Incorporated

Pheonix-Mesa Gateway Airport

DRC

Pratt & Whitney Military Engines

DRS Technologies, Inc.

Raytheon Company

EADS North America

Rockwell Collins

Eaton Aerospace

Rolls-Royce

Elbit Systems of America

Satcom Direct

Esterline CMC Electronics

StandardAero

Esterline Defense Technologies

Tamarack Aerospace Group, Inc.

Flightcom Corporation

USAA

FlightSafety International

UTC Aerospace Systems

Gander International Airport Authority

Volga-Dnepr Unique Air Cargo

GE Aviation

Zodiac Arresting Systems – ESCO

HIGHLIGHTS
Preparations are well under way for the 46th Annual Airlift/
Tanker Association (A/TA) Convention and A/TA and Air Mobility Command Symposium & Air Mobility Technology Exposition.
We are returning to the very popular Gaylord Opryland Hotel in
Nashville, Tennessee, from October 30 to November 2, 2014. This
central location will provide more favorable travel options for the
majority of our members and will help us rebuild attendance to
a level we have become accustomed. Early, cautiously optimistic
estimates, are pointing
to a minimum of 15002000 total attendees. Actual attendance levels will
of course depend on the
level of government travel
authorized - this subject
has been, and will continue to be, worked hard.
We are planning another world-class event
and there will be a few
new features in this year’s
program. For example, for
the first time ever, A/TA
is developing plans for an
Industry Day, but details
are not yet available. I will
provide specific data to
your companies and organizations as soon as the
information becomes available. This initiative is in concert with an
expressed desire of the Air Force Chief of Staff, General Welsh, who
has expressed a desire for more Industry Day-type events to help
enhance our Air Force’s relationship with industry. A/TA has always
regarded our industry relationship as a special partnership dedicated
to providing our nation with the best trained and equipped air mobility forces on the planet – together, we are making good progress
on that front.
We are sensitive to the fact that industry budgets remain under
the pressure of tough economic conditions and therefore, we do not
plan to raise exhibit fees for 2014. We are also hopeful that many of
our past exhibitors who were unable to be with us last year will be
back with us this year in Nashville. Preparations are also in progress
to have more industry specific seminars included again in the symposium program for your benefit. Please let me know if you have any
suggested topics or areas of interest – send by email to IndustryVP@
atalink.org or call me at: (828) 455-7426. I will soon be providing
further info on this by email.
We are less than six months out from our 46th annual event – we
hope to see you in Nashville for another great A/TA Convention/
Symposium/Exposition.
Warm regards,
Bob Dawson
Industry Vice President

GEICO
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Spring 2014

25

Association & Chapter

CONTACTS

Contacts listed current as of 29 April.
Please contact Bud Traynor and Collin Bakse to make corrections and/or changes,
or to suggest additional contact information for this page.

BOARD OF OFFICERS
Chairman, A/TA
Gen Arthur J Lichte USAF Ret
Chairman@atalink.org
President
CMSgt Michael C Reynolds USAF Ret
President@atalink.org
Sr Vice President
Lt Gen John B Sams Jr USAF Ret
SrVP@@atalink.org
VP, Programs
Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
ProgramsVP@@atalink.org
VP, Industry Affairs
Col Robert E Dawson USAF Ret
IndustryVP@atalink.org
Treasurer
Col John J Murphy Jr USAF Ret
Treasurer@atalink.org
Secretary
Col Michael D Cassidy USAF Ret
Secretary@atalink.org
BOARD OF ADVISORS
Board Chairman
Maj Gen Richard C Marr USAF Ret
boachair@atalink.org
Board
Col Ted E Carter Jr USAF Ret
GeneC17@aol.com
Gen Duane H Cassidy USAF Ret
dhcassidy@nc.rr.com
Col George E Dockery II USAF Ret
george130@comcast.net
Col Robert F Ellington USAF Ret
RElling900@aol.com
Gen Ronald R Fogleman USAF Ret
rfbuzzard1@aol.com
CMSgt Regina L Hoctor
regina.hoctor@us.af.mil
Col Philip A Iannuzzi Jr USAF Ret
philip.a.iannuzzi-jr@boeing.com
Col Walter L Isenhour
walter.isenhour@us.af.mil
Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
barbara.jacob.1@us.af.mil
CMSgt Michael R Kerver USAF Ret
kerver_michael@bah.com
Gen Walter Kross USAF Ret
wkross2@mac.com
Gen Duncan J McNabb USAF Ret
duncanjmcnabb@gmail.com
Col Paul E McVickar USAF Ret
pmcvickar@aol.com
Col Ronal E Owens, USAF Ret
owens70@gmail.com
Maj Gen Robert B Patterson Sr USAF Ret
sasbob@att.net
CMSgt David M Pelletier USAF Ret
eagle141@comcast.net
MSgt Eric E J Riker USAF Ret
RikerandAssoc@aol.com
Gen Charles T Robertson Jr USAF Ret
reach01@earthlink.net
CMSgt. Mark A Smith USAF REt
marksmith17@nc.rr.com
CMSgt David E Spector USAF Ret
Spector.d.e@gmail.com
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CMSgt James W Wilton USAF Ret
jim.wilton@comcast.net
Finance Committee
Col Jack D Patterson USAF Ret
castlebridgekeep1@me.com
Historian
Ellery Wallwork
History@atalink.org
Heritage Committee Chairman
Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
owens70@gmail.com
Legal Advisor
Maj Gen Richard D Roth USAF Ret
legal@atalink.org
Nominating Committee
Chairman
Gen Walter Kross USAF Ret
wkross2@mac.com
Vice-Chairman
CMSgt Mark A Smith USAF Ret
wkross2@mac.com
Young Leader Rep
Capt Thomas E Parker
babyhead03@yahoo.com
AMC/CCX
LtCol Bradley L Spears
jbspears1@gmail.com
AETC Liaison
Position Vacant
LiaisonAETC@atalink.org
AFRC Liaison
MGen Stayce D Harris
stacye.harris@us.af.mil
AMC Liaison
Maj Gen Scott M Hanson
LiaisonAMC@atalink.org
ANG Liaison
Position Vacant
LiaisonANG@atalink.org
USAFE Liaison
Position Vacant
LiaisonUSAFE@ataling.org
CONVENTION & SYMPOSIUM
Program Management Support
Col Dennis L Murphy USAF Ret
ataprograms@aol.com
Annual A/TA Awards
Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
Banquet Seating
Col Robert G Ford USAF Ret
banquet@atalink.org
CRUD
Maj Peter M Mastroianni USAF Ret
crudmaster@atalink.org
Golf
Lt Col Wallace G Herzog USAF Ret
golf@atalink.org
Master of Ceremonies
LtGen Christopher A Kelly USAF Ret
cakelly74@gmail.com
Rooms
Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
atarooms@cox.net
Symposium Chairman
Lt Col Jeffrey B Bigelow
seminars@atalink.org
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Heritage/Transportation
Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
owens70@gmail.com
A/TQ
Editor/Art Director
Collin R Bakse
collin@bakse.com; atq@atalink.org
A/TQ Advertising/Business Mgr
Maj Douglas B Lynch USAF Ret
Advertising@atalink.org
A/TQ Public Affairs
Col Gregory P Cook USAF Ret
PublicAffairs@atalink.org
Association Administrator /
Membership & Convention Registrar
Col Dennis W Traynor III USAF Ret
ata@atalink.org
CHAPTER CONTACTS
Alamo
Maj Adam Travis
adamt1000@yahoo.com
Big Country
MSgt David Evans
david.evans.11@us.af.mil
Capital
Lt Col David Sears
david.sears.8.mil@mail.mil
Cheyenne
MSgt John V Stanford Jr
john.stanford.1@us.af.mil
Denali
MSgt Joseph Grunditz
joegrunditz@gmail.com
Diamond Head
Capt Rush Taylor
rush.taylor@us.af.mil
Eagle
TSgt David J Grant
david.grant.2@us.af.mil
East Anglia
Maj Wroten McQuirter III
wroten3@msn.com
Flight Test
Lt Col Steven J Rajotte USAF Ret
steven.rajotte.1@us.af.mil
Golden Bear
Lt Col Jacqueline D Breeden
jacqueline.breeden@us.af.mil
Goldwater
Great Lakes
MSgt Erik M Wolford
erik.wolford@ang.af.mil
Hafa Adai
MSgt Froilan M Halili
froilan.halili.1@us.af.mil
Halvorsen
SMSgt Harry Stone
harry.stone@us.af.mil
Huyser
Capt Gabriel S Arrington
gabriel.arrington@us.af.mil
Inland Northwest
Capt Joshua M Renfro
joshua.renfro@us.af.mil
Keeper of the Plains
Capt Michael Sadler
michael.sadler.4@us.af.mil
Kitty Hawk
MSgt Jonathan C Sorcic
jonathan.sorcic@us.af.mil
Low Country
Lt Col Cassius T Bentley III
cassius.bentley@us.af.mil

Lt Gen Tunner/Berlin Airlift
Col Thomas Hansen USAF Ret
c130hans@msn.com
Luftbrücke
Maxwell
Maj Joshua C Watkins USAF Ret
stearno33@yahoo.com
Pacific Northwest
Maj Matthew Armstrong
matthew.armstrong@us.af.mil
Peachtree
Col Jon A Hawley USAF Ret
jon.a.hawley@lmco.com
Pikes Peak
Razorback
Maj Daniel Mendoza
daniel.mendoza@us.af.mil
Red River
Capt Jonathan R Dedic
rokdedic@mac.com
Rheinland-Pfalz
Maj Christopher Bray
christopher.bray@us.af.mil
Rheinland-Pfalz-Papa
Lt Col Brent G Deen USAF Ret
brent.deen@nspa.nato.int
Rio
Capt Krissi Hrupek
krissi.hrupek@us.af.mil
Ryukyu
Capt David Gribbin
david.gribbin.1@us.af.mil
Sam Fox
Lt Col Sean KW Adcock
Sean.Adcock@US.AF.mil
See Seventeen
CMSgt Michael M Welch USAF Ret
michael.m.welch@boeing.com
SoCal
Capt Jason Pravitz
Jpravitz@yahoo.com
Special Operations
MSgt Jimmie C Taylor II
jimmie.taylor@hurlburt.af.mil
Tarheel
TSgt Javier Orozco
javier.orozco@us.af.mil
Team Robins
Capt Faith Eudy
faith.eudy.1@us.af.mil
The Shogun
MSgt Michael Hay
cagone88@yahoo.com
Tidewater
Lt Col Joel Eppley
joel.eppley@us.af.mil
Tip of the Sword
TSgt Bryan E Bennett Jr
bryan.bennett@us.af.mil
Tommy B. McGuire
Maj Brandon Conwill
conwillb@hotmail.com
Tony Jannus
Maj Ryan Covahey
rcovahey@hotmail.com
Warriors of the North
Lt Col Jonathan M Castellanos
jonathan.castellanos@us.af.mil
Wright
Col Richard K Kind USAF Ret
richard.kind@ge.com

A/TA Membership Application Form
(Also used for Membership Renewal, Change of Address and A/TQ Subscription Only)

Check all that apply:
❏ New Member ❏ Active ❏ ARC ❏ Mil Retired
❏ Gov’t Civilian ❏ Subscription Only
Grade

Rank

Name:
First

Service

MI

SSN* Last-4

Last

Sfx

Nickname
Spouse First

Last

Please put a check mark by the elements of your mailing address
and comm that you prefer we use. Default will be home address
and office phone/email.
Home Address:
❏ Street Address
City
❏ Phone

ST

ZIP+4

ST

ZIP+4

❏ Email

Office Address:
❏ Org Name
Job/Duty Title
❏ Street Address
City
❏ Phone

❏ Email

Would you like a Membership Card:
❏ Yes ❏ No (saves time/postage)
Membership Types and Dues Schedule:
❏ Subscription Only........................................................ $40.00
❏ Annual Full Membership.............................................. $40.00
❏ 3-Year Membership.................................................... $110.00
❏ Full-time Student Membership................................... $15.00†
❏ Life Membership........................................................ $500.00
■ Industry Partnership (contact ata@atalink.org).......$1500.00‡
†ROTC/H.S./College ‡Not this form – for info only.
Payment:
❏ VISA/Mastercard
Card #
Expiration
❏ Check (No Cash / No AMEX)
Make check payable to:

Join Today!

For faster service use
www.atalink.org
to join on-line.

Airlift/Tanker Association
9312 Convento Terrace
Fairfax, VA 22031
Phone: 703- 385-2802 • Fax: 703-385-2803
Email: ata@atalink.org

*SSN Last-4 is used exclusively by the database to ensure your data and payment info
is recorded correctly by the registrar. It will not be listed or used for any other purpose.
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REGISTRATION FORM

2014 A/TA Convention and AMC & A/TA Symposium and Technology Exposition
Nashville, TN • 29 Oct-2 Nov
Online Credit Card Registration (Secure) Preferred – login.atalink.org

46th Annual

Airlift/Tanker Association
Convention
29 & 30 October

Invited Speakers are encouraged to register online.

Please Read & Follow Detailed Instructions:
On-line at instructions.atalink.org
Registration & Cancellation Policy:

and the

Air Mobility Command and A/TA
Symposium & Technology Exposition
30 October – 2 November

a.) CANCELLATIONS: Call Bud/Pam Traynor (703) 385-2802 before 1800 CDT on
Gaylord Opryland Hotel,
Nashville, Tennessee
30 October. Must have cancellation number for refund.
Cancellation fees bottom right. Room cancellations must be done separately.
b.) Call or Email changes; DO NOT RESUBMIT FORM or send multiple copies. When in doubt, contact Bud or Pam Traynor: (703) 385-2802 or ata@atalink.org
c.) To have name only (no other contact info) appear in the post-convention roster, contact Bud or Pam Traynor.
FIRST NAME:

MI:

LAST NAME:

NICKNAME:

NATIONALITY (If not US Citizen):

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
(Never listed nor given out - For data control only)

HOME ADDRESS:

Reserve

Civil Service/Gov
ZIP

Badge:

DUTY PHONE:

JOB/DUTY TITLE:

REGISTRANT:

RANK ABBREVIATION:

ORG NAME/SYMBOL:

Civilian

PRIOR A/TA Young Leader. Year:

HOME E-MAIL:
HOME PHONE:

Retired Mil.

(Print or type names exactly as you
want them to appear on badge)

NAME

BASE/LOCATION:

Also Show:

WORK MAILING ADDRESS:

Organization

A/TA Chapter

GUEST:

CITY:

ST

ZIP

NAME

WORK E-MAIL:

Also Show:
Guest is my spouse.

FIRST NAME:

Organization:

MULTIPLE GUESTS: Call/Email Bud Traynor for information concerning
registration and fees for multiple guests.

LAST NAME:

FULL REGISTRATION: (Includes everything except Hotel and Golf)

Check Box for:
SELF GUEST

✈ A/TA Membership (Required for Member Rate for member and guest) 1yr/3yr/Life

1 yr $40 | 3 yr $110 | Life $500

$

Current Member Non-Member Non-Member
Non-Gov’t
(on orders or not) (on orders)

✈
✈
✈
✈

Early Registration (Must postmark/fax by 15 September)
$245
Pre-Registration (6 Oct - 23 Oct 1700 EST)
$285
On-Site Registration
$325
On Government-funded Orders Choosing No Banquet		

$325
$470
$365
$470
$405
$470
-$65		

$
$
$
$< >

BANQUET SEATING PREFERENCE (base, group, company, etc.)

LINE ITEM REGISTRATION:
✈
✈
✈
✈
✈
✈

Guests & Invited Speakers Only. All below included in
Full Registration above – Registrants please don’t use.

Thursday Evening Reception Refreshments/Exhibits
Friday Program Seminars/Exhibits/Refreshments
Friday Evening Reception Refreshments/Exhibits
Saturday Program Seminars/Exhibits/Refreshments
Saturday Evening Banquet
Sunday Farewell Brunch

GOLF (Includes Lunch):
Requested 2.
Foursome:
4.

Register on-line at login.atalink.org;
or copy this form and mail, along with
check or credit card info to:

$100
$175
$100
$175
$65
$50
Check Box for:
SELF GUEST

3.

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$125

Handicap(s)

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE NOW:

A/TA REG. A/TQ 2013 | Rev. 4/30/2014

Per Person Fee
for Social Guests

Check Box for
Social Guest Only:

$

Make Checks Payable to: The Airlift/Tanker Association

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMEX

By transmitting this form, I certify I have read and understand the cancellation instructions and, for the member rate,
my National membership must be current through November. Otherwise an additional $40 may be assessed on this
Col Dennis (Bud) Traynor, USAF (Ret) card to update my membership. Registration Cancellation fee is $30 if by 15 Sept; $40 if by 23 Oct; $50 thereafter.
9312 Convento Terrace
Fairfax, VA 22031
Gov/Org Card #:
Exp:
CVV:
Amt:$
Credit card users may fax registration to:
(703) 385-2803 (no cover page please)
After 16 Oct mail or 23 Oct fax/web cutoff,
registrations accepted only at the convention
registration desk.
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Personal Card #:
CVV = Card Verification Value Code. Last 3 digits of number imprinted on back of card.

Signature (required):
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Exp:

CVV:

Amt:$

P E R F O R A T I O N

ST

Guard

A L O N G

CITY:

SOCIAL GUEST:

Active Duty
Service:

R E M O V E

SSN-Last 4:
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A IRL I F T /TA NK ER
QU ART ERLY
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

