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CommentsChairman’s

Gen Ronald R. Fogleman
USAF, Ret

America’s Air Mobility Team…The Decisive Edge

 As this edition of the Magazine goes to press the A/TA leadership 
and staff of volunteers are fine tuning 
the planning for our 2006 convention in 
Orlando. The program promises to be one 
of the best to date with commitments 
from an impressive array of senior leaders, 
record support from our vendors, a superb 
professional education program for the 
Active Duty, Guard and Reserve troops and 

an opportunity for the retired community to meet friends and get 
an update on current mobility operations. Our capstone event will be the banquet on Tuesday 
night when General Duane Cassidy will be inducted into the Hall of Fame.
 The gathering this year will take place against the backdrop of the highest sustained 
operations tempo in the history of our Air Mobility force. The demands to support US and 
coalition forces in the War on Terror have been unprecedented. In the history of airpower 
there may have been comparable operations over shorter periods of time, but we have 
never seen such a sustained level of operations over such a long time. In a recent letter to 
all Airmen, General Mosley made note of the fact that somewhere in the world a mobility 
aircraft is launching every 90 seconds on a sustained 24/7 basis. The feature article in the 
September, 2006 issue of Air Force Magazine titled, “Air Mobility’s Never-Ending Surge,” did an 
excellent job of describing the accomplishments and the challenges faced by the Air Mobility 
community.
 In the end, the success or failure of Air Mobility will be determined by the skill, dedication, 
perseverance and sacrifices of the men and women who generate, support, fly and lead in 
providing the Nation this unique and indispensable
combat capability. This year we honor
America’s Air Mobility Team:
Active, Guard, Reserve and CRAF…
The Decisive Edge!

“The gathering this 
year will take place 

against the
backdrop of the 

highest sustained 
operations tempo in 

the history of our
Air Mobility force.”

Sometimes Foresight Is �0/�0…
 While doing the research for the article 
about 2006 Hall of Fame Inductee, General 
Duane Cassidy [pages 22-23], I ran across 
many references to General Cassidy’s 
interaction with Congress during the weeks 
and months before his efforts led to the 
funding of the C-17. Time and again he was 
asked if he believed that such an expensive 
aircraft was the right choice for America’s 
“next generation” airlifter.
 He steadfastly supported the C-17, and 
reiterated that it’s size and capabilities were 
exactly what future air mobility missions 
required. When asked if the Air Force would 
ever really deploy such an expensive asset 
into “austere, short runway, far forward, 
hostile” conditions his answer was always 
an emphatic yes. Because he stuck to this 
position – a position that skeptics found 
hard to believe – the press labeled him 
everything from a “consummate salesman” 
to a “huckster.” History has proven him 
right. From Bosnia to Afghanistan to Iraq the 
C-17 has fulfilled its promise – something 
even the skeptics would now have to admit. 
The foresight of General Cassidy, and all 
the other military and political leaders who 
supported the C-17, has proven to be 20/20.
 The ten Founding Members of the A/TA 
also possessed the gift of foresight. At the 
first reunion of 834th AD, held in Las 
Vegas, Nevada in 1969, the roots of the 
Airlift Association were planted. The Airlift 
Association grew into what has become 
the 8,000 member strong Airlift/Tanker 
Association, in part due to a decision made 
at that first reunion – the decision to add 
seminars to future gatherings. It took a few 
years to flesh out exactly how to integrate 
the seminar idea into the convention, but 
ever since the word “Symposium” has been 
associated with the convention, membership 
in the organization has been on a steady 
upward course.
 America is forunate that many of its 
citizens who possess the gift of 20/20 
foresight choose to serve in the military. 
Attend as many of the symposium seminars 
as possible, and listen closely, you are likely 
to hear something which will be proven true 
in the not so distant future...

Respectfully,
Collin Bakse, editor
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 Hooah air mobility warriors! Welcome to the 38th Annual Airlift/
Tanker Association Convention and Symposium in Orlando, Florida! 
 Our theme this year is “America’s Air Mobility Team – The Decisive 
Edge” highlighting our active duty, guard, reserve, and CRAF team. 
There is no better example of maintaining the “decisive edge” 
than your steady response to the Global War on Terrorism while 
continuously playing a lead role in providing humanitarian support 
around the globe. Backed by an industry team that persistently 
produces superior equipment, Air Mobility Command continues to 
provide rapid, global mobility and sustainment for our armed forces. 
Thanks to you all for providing the decisive edge!

 It is always wonderful to see old friends and make new ones as our air mobility warriors 
takeover the largest Marriott hotel in the world. Our symposium agenda is one of the 
best ever. You will be forced to make some tough choices as you decide which sessions to 
attend. We are thrilled to honor our 2006 Hall of Fame Inductee, General (Ret) Duane H. 
Cassidy. General Cassidy is an air mobility warrior that has made a significant and lasting 
contribution to the Air Force and to our nation. He served over 35 years of honorable service 
to our country, dedicating most of his time to promoting the air mobility mission. General 
Cassidy was the first Commander in Chief of the U.S Transportation Command and Military 
Airlift Command, and his innovative leadership was instrumental to the procurement of the 
C-17 aircraft – setting the airlift culture for many generations. As I have said many times, 
I feel the “Father of the C-17” title fits him well. We look forward to recognizing General 
Duane, Rosalie, and their family this week in Orlando as he is inducted into the Airlift/
Tanker Association Hall of Fame.
 I would also like to congratulate our 2006 A/TA Award recipients and families of our General 
Huyser, General Carlton, Colonel Halvorsen, Young Leadership, Specialized Mission, and 
President’s Awards. We are proud of you and your accomplishments and look forward to 
recognizing you and your achievements this week at the convention. 
 We recently dedicated the A/TA Founding Members Monument and unveiled the bust of our 
2005 A/TA Hall of Fame and Founding Member, Major General Jim “Bagger” Baginski in the Air 
Mobility Park at Scott AFB, IL. It was a special and proud occasion for all of us to honor these 
men for their dedication and contributions to our nation and air mobility. 
 The heritage of the Airlift/Tanker Association began when members of the 834th Air Division 
held their first reunion in Las Vegas, Nevada in the summer of 1969.  The purpose of this first 
gathering was to maintain the bonds of brotherhood and camaraderie developed among these 
men during combat operations in Vietnam.  Through the efforts of these Founding Members, 
the Airlift/Tanker Association has grown into a national organization dedicated to ensuring 
that American military forces maintain essential air mobility superiority to implement U.S. 
national security policy around the globe.  Our Founding Members are - Major General 
Jim “Bagger” Baginski, Colonel Bill Bailey, Colonel Ken Chatfield, Colonel Bob Ellington, 
Lieutenant Colonel Hank Van Gieson, Brigadier General Mal Hooker, Colonel Jimmy Maturo, 
General Bill Moore, Jr., Major General Tom Sadler, and Mr. CW Scott. Thanks again to these 
men for providing the decisive edge to establish a cohesive group and for your continued 
support to this great organization!
 In closing, many air mobility forces remain deployed serving our country. Our prayers and 
support are with you always. For those of you in Orlando - enjoy the convention and God bless 
you all!

Cabin Report…Secure!

 
MessagePresident’s

CMSgt Mark A. Smith
USAF, Ret

Col Barry M Creighton
USAF, Ret

SECRETARY’S NOTES

 The “run-up” to the convention takes me 
back to my childhood and the anticipation of 
a birthday. The expectation of “good things” 
(presents), friends, party refreshments---are 
you smiling yet? It 
didn’t even matter 
what day of the week 
it fell on, it was still 
going to be a great 
time.
 Well, this year is 
no different. I must 
admit that I’ve 
been doing a lot of 
explaining that goes 
like this, “This year Thursday is on Sunday, 
and Saturday will be Tuesday.” If you are a 
perennial attendee at our conventions, this 
makes perfect sense to you. For as long as 
I’ve been doing this, we stayed with a pretty 
predictable convention schedule.
 Yes, we’ve packed more and more great 
events into the three and a half days but 
you could always count on a Saturday night 
banquet. Not any more sports fans. So pay 
particular attention to your schedule this 
year and don’t miss anything.
 Please remember that this is a volunteer 
association. We have some very talented 
people who make this convention happen 
-- and they really do have day jobs. For them 
we are grateful--likewise we are grateful for 
our industry partners who offer in-kind sup-
port.
 So please enjoy the “party.” Take advantage 
of the “presents” (seminars), spend time with 
“friends”, and enjoy the “refreshments.” 
Finally, thank a volunteer or 10.

Barry

Future A/TA Convention & 
Symposium Locations*

2007..................... Opryland, Nashville

2008............Marriott/Hilton, Anaheim

2009..................... Opryland, Nashville

2010 ...Marriott World Center, Orlando

2011..................... Opryland, Nashville

2012............Marriott/Hilton, Anaheim

*Tentative outline of locations. Subject to change.





 
Round-UpAssociation

 On 20 April 2006, the See Seventeen 
Chapter was honored with a briefing “Medal 
of Honor – Exploits 
of an Airlifter in 
Vietnam” from 
Colonel Joe Jackson 
(USAF, Retired). The 
briefing was held in 
conjunction with the 
Chapter’s Spring Social 
Event at the Golden 
Sails Hotel Restaurant 
in Long Beach, CA 
and attended by 60 
people. 
 Other guests at the 
evening gala festivities 
included Introductory 
Speaker, CMSgt Bill 
Cannon (USAF, Retired), 
immediate Past President 
of the A/TA; Mike Harris, 
Vice President Program 
Manager, C-130 Avionics 
Modernization Program 
(AMP); and, several key 
C-17 Program Office 
Leadership Team members, plus representatives 
from the Parker Aerospace Leadership Team. 
 After a short See Seventeen Chapter 
Business Meeting conducted by chapter 
President CMSgt Mike Welch (USAF, 

Retired), he introduced CMSgt Cannon, 
who was a founding member of the See 
Seventeen Chapter 20 years ago this year, a 

See-Seventeen ChapterGolden Bear Chapter

Medal of Honor recipient, Col Joe Jackson 
(USAF ret), told the story of the “Miracle at 
Kham Duc,” to members of the See Seven-
teen Chapter during a chapter event at the 
Golden Sails Restaurant in Long Beach, Cali-
fornia. Boeing photo by Gina Vanatter.

great American and air mobility true warrior. 
It was truly fitting he be Col Jackson’s 
introductory speaker. CMSgt Cannon 
provided some keen insights into what the 
Medal of Honor stands for, and Col Jackson’s 
Air Force background.
 Col Jackson went through minute details of 
his famous rescue of three combat controllers 
on the ground at Kham Duc, Vietnam, often 
referred to as the “Miracle at Kham Duc,” in 
1964 while piloting a C-123K Provider aircraft. 
His numerous jokes and humorous remarks 

sprinkled throughout 
the presentation were 
a highlight of the 
evening. Col Jackson 
fielded many questions 
from the audience and 
received a standing 
ovation when his 
presentation was 
completed.
 The See Seventeen 
Chapter presented 
Col  Jackson a 
Gold Eagle Statue 
– as a symbol of 
a true American. 
CMSgt Cannon was 
presented an All-
American Plaque 
for providing his 
k e e n  i n s i g h t s 
o n  Col Jackson. 
Throughout the 
evening  severa l 
prizes donated by 

C-17 and C-130 AMP programs from 
The Boeing Company, were raffled off.
  Any A/TA members visiting the Long 
Beach area, either for business or pleasure, 
are invited to check in with the See 
Seventeen Chapter for a visit or tour. You can 
contact any one of the following: President, 
CMSgt Mike Welch (USAF Retired) 562-
38-4689; Vice President, Col. Jim Schaffer 

(USAF Retired) 562-982-9837; Secretary, 
Peggy Smith-Kenny (Parker Aerospace) 
949-809-8117; or, Treasurer, Lt. Col. Darrell 
Grosland (USAF Retired) 760-324-0164. Also, 
when in the area and you need a place to 
stay at Government rates with all the meals 
provided – call the Best Western Golden Sails 
Hotel in Long Beach, California.

A/TA Past President, CMSgt Bill Cannon 
(USAF ret) (left) receives a plaque from See 
Seventeen Chapter President Mike Welch. 
Boeing photo by Gina Vanatter.

The audience gives Col Joe Jackson a stand-
ing ovation at the end of his presentation 
to the See Seventeen Chapter. Boeing photo 
by Gina Vanatter.

Major General Winfield Scott III, TACC 
commander addresses Team Travis at a 
luncheon on base following the delivery of 
its third C-�7 September �9th. The general 
spoke to Travis’ Golden Bear Chapter of the 
Airlift/Tanker Association about AMP, RERP, 
C-� Drawdown, and C-�7 Acquisition.  BG 
Mark Stearns, ��EMTF/CC; Col Steve 
Arquiette, 60 AMW/CC; Col Tim Grosz, 
6�� CRW/CC; and, Col Rob Millmann, 3�9 
AMW/CV; were among the 8� members of 
the Golden Bear Team present.  (Golden 
Bear Chapter photo).

Were You Ever a SAC KC-97
or KC-135 Pilot?

 Lt Col Mel Deaile, a B-52/B-2 pilot 
in the USAF, is currently attending 
the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill where he is working on a 
PhD in military history.  He is focus-
ing his dissertation on SAC during 
the 1950s and 1960s, and as part of 
his research he has been conducting 
interviews and handing out surveys 
to former SAC members. 
 He has attended conventions of 
the B-52, B-47, and AF Missilers, and 
requested permission to be here at 
the A/TA convention to further his 
research.   If you can help, please do. 
Look for him and his survey forms in 
the Heritage Room.
 If you are reading this post-con-
vention, and would like to help, 
please contact him directly: LtCol 
Mel Deaile, 919-732-8828.

 NKAWTG!
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A/TA “Walk of Fame,” Dedication Ceremony Honors MajGen James 
“Bagger” Baginski (USAF ret) and the A/TA Founding Members

 
Round-UpAssociation

 A/TA Huyser Chapter President, LtCol 
Jerry McCrave (USAF ret), acting as emcee, 
introduced AMC commander General 
Duncan McNabb to a large crowd of Airlift/
Tanker Association 
dignitaries and AMC 
warriors gathered at 
the A/TA Hall of Fame’s 
“Walk of Fame” at 
Scott AFB, Illinois, on 
2 October 2006. 
 The audience was 
there to witness the 
formal unveilings of 
both the bust of the 
2005 A/TA Hall of Fame 
Inductee, MajGen 
James I. Baginski (USAF 
ret) and the “Founding 
Members” monument, 
a new addition to the 
“Walk of Fame,” also 
affectionately referred 
to as “head park” 
because of the large 
collection of busts of air mobility leaders on 
display along the tree lined paths in front of 
the old 375th AW Headquarters building.
 The unveiling ceremonies were laced 
with nostalgia, history, humor and dignity; 
and served as a 
fitting tribute 
to General 
“Bagger” Bagin-
ski and the 10 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
considered to 
be the “found-
ing members” 
of the A/TA, 
among whom 
G e n e r a l 
Baginski’s name 
can also be 
found. Another 
“ f o u n d i n g 
member,” Col 
Robert “Bob” 
Ellington (USAF 
ret) was also on 
hand to take 
part in the cer-
emony.
 In his opening remarks, Gen McNabb 
paid homage to General Baginski’s 50-plus 
years of dedication to America’s air mobil-
ity mission, during both his Air Force career 
and following his military retirement; and 

related several ancedotes about the “Bag-
ger.”
 Following General McNabb’s remarks, 
A/TA President, CMSgt Mark Smith (USAF 

ret), introduced Gen-
eral Baginski by relat-
ing the story behind 
the inception of the 
Airlift/Tanker Asso-
ciation (which began 
its proud history as 
the Airlift Associa-
tion), the subsequent 
creation of the A/TA 
Hall of Fame, and an 
overview of General 
Baginski’s career [see 
A/TQ Volume 13, 
Number 4, Fall 2005].
 General Baginski 
then took to the lec-
tern and began by say-
ing “I’m honored and 
humbled to be in this 
park…” and then re-

lated a little about his career, his “it’s better 
to ask forgiveness then to ask permission” 
philosophy (when it comes to doing the 
right thing at the right time), and finished 
by telling the air mobility personnel on 

hand for the 
ceremony how 
proud he was 
to have served 
with them, 
his “air mobil-
ity family,” 
and that they 
“do the right 
thing everyday 
when no one is 
looking.” Fol-
lowing General 
Baginski’s re-
marks, General 
McNabb and 
he unvieled his 
bust. A plaque 
on the pillar 
holding the 
bust highlights 
some of Gen-
eral Baginski’s 

many contributions to the air mobility mis-
sion [see HOF story on page 21].
 The next order of business was the un-
veiling of the “Founding Member” mon-
ument created by reknowned sculptor, 

Jerry McKenna. The bronze monolith 
features the likenesses of all 10 “Found-
ing Members” along with an inscription 
which reads:

The Airlift/Tanker Association
The heritage of the Airlift/Tanker Association 

began when members of the 834th Air 
Division held their first reunion in Las Vegas, 
Nevada in the summer of 1969. The purpose 

of this first gathering was to maintain the 
bonds of brotherhood and camaraderie 

developed amont these men during combat 
operation in Vietnam. The group also made 
plans to hold seminars at future reunions.

Through the efforts of these Founding 
Members, the Airlift/Tanker Association grew 

into a national orgainization dedicated 
to ensuring that American military forces 
maintain essential air mobility superiority 
to implement U.S. national security policy 
around the globe. The membership of the 
Airlift/Tanker Association includes active 
duty, retired, officers, enlisted, reserve, 
guard, civilian and aerospace industry 

representatives.

The efforts and continued support of 
these Founding Members established an 

organization which holds a prominent place 
in the history of air mobility and the United 

States Air Force.

Major General James “Bagger” Baginski
Colonel William “Bill” Bailey

Colonel Kenneth “Ken” Chatfield
Colonel Robert “Bob” Ellington

Lieutenant Colonel Hank Van Gieson
Brigadier General Mal Hooker

General William “Bill” Moore, Jr.
Colonel Jimmy Maturo

Major General Thomas “Tom” Sadler
Mr. C. W. Scott

Dedicated by the Airlift/Tanker Association Board of Officers
October 2005

 The monument was unveiled by General 
McNabb, Mark Smith, General Baginski 
and Col Ellington, who, following the 
unveiling, related a humorous story about 
a late night adventure he and “Bagger” had 
while stationed together at Scott AFB – a 
story which teaches a good lesson about the 
perils of always following the same path. 
If you run into either of Bob or “Bagger” 
during the convention (the Heritage Room 
is good place to look for them), ask them to 
tell you the story about “the ditch and the 
hole the fence.”

Col Robert “Bob” Ellington, USAF ret (center left), shakes 
hands with MajGen James I. “Bagger” Baginski, USAF ret, 
in front of the new unvieled Founding Member monument 
at the A/TA “Walk of Fame,” Scott AFB, Illinois. AMC com-
mander General Duncan McNabb (left) and A/TA Presi-
dent Mark Smith look on. Both Col Ellington and General 
Baginski are among the ten Founding Members depicted 
on the monument. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).

General Duncan McNabb, AMC commander, 
(left) shakes hands with MajGen James I. 
“Bagger” Baginski, USAF ret, immediately 
following the unveiling of a bust of General 
Baginski, the �00� A/TA Hall of Fame Induct-
ee, along the A/TA “Walk of Fame,” at Scott 
AFB, Illinois. (A/TA Photo by Collin Bakse).
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Welcome to Orlando and the 38th annual Airlift Tanker Association Convention! 
With over 4,000 of the association’s 8,000 members in attendance, this convention has become a 
highlight of the year as well as a golden opportunity to see old friends and meet fellow air-mobility 
enthusiasts. Gathering to talk air mobility, share new ideas, and celebrate the achievements of our 
Airmen makes us a stronger force and helps us further develop the mobility mentality. The Airlift/
Tanker Association continues to strengthen our culture and the growth of this event is the most visible 
indication of that effort. Now is a great time to be in the business of air mobility and—if you’re not 
deployed fighting the war—this convention is the place to be!

At last year’s convention, I was less than one week on the job as the Commander of Air Mobility 
Command. I told you I was personally committed to build on AMC’s established record of excellence 
and to aggressively confront emerging challenges. While we exploit every opportunity to further 
improve our Warfighting efforts and contingency response, we must also prepare ourselves for a 
complex and uncertain future. I relish that challenge because I know we are stronger than ever, with the 
most experienced and war-savvy force we’ve ever assembled. Our nation will reap the benefits of that 
experience for years to come as our Battlefield Airmen become Senior NCOs and as our war-tested young 
officers become senior leaders. Along the way, we’ll modernize and recapitalize our fleet and continue to 
transform the way we organize and operate as a warfighting force.

In support of the long war, our Airmen are doing things not imagined five years ago. They deploy in 
Expeditionary Combat Support roles to work side by side with soldiers and Marines on convoy missions. 
These warriors wouldn’t be as prepared to perform their duties were it not for the Eagle Flag Exercises 
provided by the Air Mobility Warfare Center. Kudos to the AMWC for increasing the number of Eagle 
Flag courses, training an additional 800 Airmen who now are confident in their skills and ability to 
survive and operate in any environment.

Despite our hectic Opstempo, AMC’s safety record improved over the last three years! I commend each 
of our mobility warriors for working smarter, reducing risks, and incorporating safety vigilance in all you 
do—on duty and off. I need each and every Airman to maintain that level of attention to safety.

We celebrated the passing of many milestones in 2006. During an aeromedical evacuation flight of a 
C-17 from Balad to Ramstein, the C-17 fleet as a whole surpassed one million flying hours well before the 
originally projected date. In its relatively short life, the C-17 has become the flagship of American resolve 
and compassion. It’s taken the fight to the enemy in places like Camp Rhino in southern Afghanistan 
and Bashur Airfield in northern Iraq. It’s delivered life-saving supplies and rescue equipment to New 
Orleans and Beaumont, Texas; Chaklala Air Base, Pakistan and Yelizovo, Russia. The Globemaster III 
evacuated American citizens from the path of killer hurricanes and war-torn Lebanon. 

With great respect and fond memories, in May we marked the retirement of the last C-141, the Hanoi 
Taxi. We saved the most famous of the fleet—66-0177—for last and honored the Vietnam PWs and 
Son Tay Raiders the same weekend. The Starlifter deserved a rest after a lifetime of hard work, but she 
forever left her signature on the history of the 20th—and 21st—centuries. It would be impossible to 
list here even a small sample of what the Starlifter accomplished, but if we could view the last 40 years 
through the eyes of the fleet, we’d see a nearly complete history of the late 20th Century. That history 
also constitutes a tribute to the values and compassion of the American people and the leadership of the 
United States, to the sacrifice of her warriors, and to the fortitude of her Airmen.

Though we’re making great progress towards a recapitalized tanker fleet, the KC-135 is far from 
retirement. In September, we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the first flight of the A-Model. We’ll get 
to celebrate a lot more birthdays of the -135, even while we witness the first steps, childhood, and early 
adulthood of her younger sibling—the KC-X. Just last month, we also marked the 25th anniversary of 
our “newest” tanker, the KC-10. It’ll take approximately 40 years to replace this aging tanker fleet; that’s 
why we need to start now. Tankers have quietly made the world a smaller place. No other nation has our 
ability to move strategically, in part because no other nation has a tenth of our air refueling capability. 
The full extent of our air mobility capabilities and our ability to project power and compassion to every 
point on the globe is unique to the US Air Force. Refueling equates directly to Range and Payload and 
has a lot to do with how much and how far we can carry beans, bombs and bullets, how long we can 
persist over the objective area, and how well we can support troops on the ground—both with supplies 
and combat air support. 

Speaking of support to ground troops: the rapid development and testing of the Joint Precision 
Airdrop System (JPADS) is one of the most exciting advancements since our last convention—and may 
well become the most important development in aerial resupply in several generations. JPADS has the 
potential to transform the way we resupply fast-moving or isolated ground forces. In the process, it will 
revolutionize maneuver warfare by providing a safe, highly effective, and efficient way to pass needed 
supplies to fielded units on the move. This GPS-guided parachute system will allow aircrews to stay 
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above ground-based threats and enable precise vertical resupply 
despite low visibility conditions. When fully developed, JPADS 
should allow large-scale, combat resupply, at night when required, 
to multiple drop zones, even in marginal weather. Though crews 
will need training on this new system, it will eliminate the need for 
intensive, force-wide training in the traditional tactics, techniques, 
and procedures associated with low-level airdrop.

This year, we’ve also answered the call to take American troops 
out of harm’s way. We were asked to do everything possible to 
reduce the number of vehicles exposed to the threat of Improvised 
Explosive Devices along the roads of Iraq and Afghanistan. IEDs 
are the leading cause of combat casualties in the Global War on 
Terrorism. To mitigate this risk, we’ve taken three major steps: 
moving all passengers by air, exploiting Theater-Direct Delivery by 
C-17s, and standing up two new Expeditionary Airlift Squadrons. 
We started by airlifting all passengers moving between air bases 
in the threat environment. C-130s have done the lion’s share of 
that work. The Tanker Airlift Control Center initially worked very 
hard to increase the dwell-to-deploy ratio of C-17s moving through 
the theater on Scheduled Return Times. With 10,000 airlift sorties 
controlled by TACC since the inception of Theater-Direct Delivery, 
C-17s have moved more than 279,000 passengers throughout the 
CENTCOM AOR. Now we’ve gone a step further to best utilize 
both the aircraft and crews by establishing two C-17 Expeditionary 
Airlift Squadrons that provide a full-time forward presence in 
the theater and enable a robust intra-theater and Theater-Direct 
Delivery capability. By deploying aircrews on 120-day rotations, 
we maintain a constant capability in theater with only 41% of the 
previously needed crews. We also save almost $11 million a year in 
transportation costs by reducing shuttles to and from Southwest 
Asia. These steps have taken the equivalent of more than 3,390 
trucks and nearly 9,000 personnel per month out of harm’s way by 
getting convoys off the road.

We witnessed another watershed event in the transformation of 
our force when the 30th Airlift Squadron stood up and began its 
Active Associate relationship with the Wyoming Air National Guard’s 
153rd Airlift Wing. This is the first association of its kind; in this case 
the active-duty squadron will share use of Wyoming’s C-130s. Total 
Force Integration is vital to the future of our Air Force. In this time 
of fiscal constraint, wartime requirements, and a shrinking force, our 
sharing of assets and expertise is the best path to a more efficient 
and effective use of our resources. Sharing experience, training, and 
inspection opportunities among active duty, Air National Guard, 
and Air Force Reserve units creates synergies and again allows us to 
do more with fewer resources and better serve the nation. Sharing 
aircraft allows opportunities to evenly distribute flying hours across 
the fleet. As we go through the first wave of TFI, we are capturing 
lessons learned so we are better prepared as we work to expand the 
number of such associations. Dozens of opportunities await us over 
the next 15 years. I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the leadership 
and the men and women in Cheyenne, Fairchild, Elmendorf, and 
Hickam; they are the pioneers of these new relationships and will 
light the way for those who follow.

While we must maintain our razor-like focus on fighting a global 
war on terror we must also cast an eye to the future, namely to 
modernize and recapitalize our fleet. With an average fleet age of 33 
years, this must be top priority. Our maintainers do an incredible job 
keeping our aging mobility aircraft in the fight, but it comes at great 
cost in both maintenance dollars and man hours. Our statistics show 
that older aircraft, regardless of possessed mission-capable rates, 
require more time in programmed depot maintenance. As we’ve seen 
with new aircraft like the C-17 and C-130J, total aircraft availability is 
much higher and operating costs lower on aircraft less than 15 years 
old. That’s no surprise, but we must make the math clear in order to 
ensure timely recapitalization of our intra-theater and air refueling 
aircraft. We have great hopes for the Joint Cargo Aircraft and the 

future tanker or KC-X. The Joint Cargo Aircraft will fit perfectly in 
the niche role our current inventory cannot efficiently fill. Just as 
the C-17 revolutionized how we do airlift today, the right tanker will 
change the world of air refueling. A KC-X with load-bearing floors, 
large cargo doors, defensive systems, and the capability to receive 
as well as give fuel, will radically expand employment options and 
allow all our weapons systems to be used in their intended roles. 
For example, if a KC-X can refuel a Combat Air Patrol on the way to 
pick up passengers from an airlift hub within a threat environment, 
then another C-17 may become available to move the outsized and 
oversized cargo it was intended to haul. That’s more efficient—and 
more effective.

I extend a huge thank you to our programmers, logisticians, and 
commercial partners as they make progress with the C-130 Avionics 
Modernization Program (AMP) as well as the C-5 AMP and Reliability 
Enhancement and Re-Engining Program (RERP). These programs 
are off to a great start. I know there’s much work ahead and I am 
counting on complete success in each of these programs…our nation 
is counting on complete success! I envision a future in which our 
aircraft-availability rates rival that of our commercial counterparts. 
That’s where we need to be; modernization and recapitalization 
can get us there. I’ll keep working with our national leadership to 
move toward that vision and to ensure our nation maintains global 
mobility superiority.

I also want to thank each of you for embracing Air Force Smart 
Operations 21. The ingenuity I see as I visit each unit is absolutely 
stunning. Every AMC location has intitiated AFSO 21 programs; a few 
examples demonstrate our progress. McChord’s Wheel and Tire Shop 
reduced a 16-step supply process down to 5 steps and reduced issue/
turn in time by 93%; at Dover the isochronal inspection process is 
reduced from an average of 38 days to about 14 days to more quickly 
return C-5s to the fight; at Travis, Terminal 2010 improvements 
have reduced passenger processing time by 41%. These are all huge 
enablers and are just three of the hundreds of Smart Ops initiatives 
already bearing fruit. There are more opportunities waiting for eager 
Airmen to transform the way things are done—to work smarter not 
harder. I look to each and every one of you to provide bright ideas on 
how we can improve operations on a daily basis.

We have much to do as we move towards the future, but we must 
also remember how far we’ve come. In the 5 years since 9/11, you, 
the Air Mobility Team, have moved over 7 million passengers and 
approximately 3 million short tons of cargo. That’s like moving 
the entire city of Los Angeles, men, women and children. Tankers 
have offloaded over 4.5 billion pounds of fuel. That’s also an 
incomprehensible number, so here’s a way to make sense of it. If 
5,000 families had started driving on Sept 11, 2001 and their cars got 
an average of 20 miles per gallon, they could still be driving today. 
That is, the average RATE of air refueling by our tankers and the fuel 
consumption by those 5,000 cars is approximately the same—tankers 
have transferred an average of 15,000 gallons an hour since 9/11! 
Since early 2003, the Aeromedical Evacuation system has moved 
nearly 75,000 patients to better care and home to the United States. 

Contingency Response Groups from our Expeditionary Mobility 
Task Forces have responded to every major humanitarian crisis since 
they stood up. Most recently, we helped in all aspects of repatriating 
thousands of citizens escaping the dangers of war in Lebanon. Such 
huge tasks require the entire team to work together, including every 
career field and unit in the command. To accomplish so much with 
such a lean force means everyone is doing their part to carry the load. 
I thank you for that hard work and for your dedication. I truly believe 
we are part of one of the greatest forces for good in the world today. 
We remain unrivaled in both combat operations and humanitarian 
relief because we’ve never rested on our laurels . . . and we never will, 
but this convention is an opportunity to catch our breath, reflect on 
our achievements, and gather our thoughts as we proceed at mil’ 
power toward a bright horizon. Enjoy!
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 “…Let me tell you how proud I am of this Air Force. When I say Air Force, this is a total force of Guard, Reserve and active. 
On any given day they’re out there doing Operation Noble Eagle over the top of the country with about 50-55 fighters, two or 
three AWACs, and a dozen tankers. They’re in Afghanistan and Iraq. They’re doing the things that you would expect them to do, 
and they are some of the finest people we’ve ever had. They’re the most well trained, they’re the most flexible and adaptable, the 
most educated, the most professional that any Air Force at any time has ever had. 
 “To get to a certain notion of what I believe an Air Force does for a combatant commander with these great people, I’ll tell 
you on any given day an air commander has several simultaneous events that are ongoing. The first is air dominance; the 
second is space dominance; combat rescue, to go pick up any member of the joint team that is down; strategic attack; ballistic 
missile suppression; interdiction; SOF (Special Operations Forces missions); unconditional warfare support; close air support; 
inter-theater lift; intra-theater lift; command and control; ISR (airborne Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance); air 
refueling; medical air evac; in support of the combatant commander’s theater-wide time sensitive targets; joint critical targets; 
and dynamic targets. That’s what an Airman does for a combined force commander and that’s what your Air Force is out there 
doing every day…”

–General T. Michael Moseley, Chief of Staff, USAF
 Media Roundtable, December 2005

 While praising the men and women of 
the U.S. Air Force for their professionalism 
at a media roundtable in December 2005, 
General T. Michael Moseley, CSAF, outlined 
the daily duties they perform in support of 
combatant commanders  – and, remarkably, 
virtually every duty he cited involves, either 
directly or indirectly, America’s Air Mobility 
Team working under the auspices 
of the Air Mobility Command.
 This is not surprising given Air 
Mobility Command’s mission to 
provide rapid, global mobility 
and sustainment for America’s 
armed forces. The command also 
plays a crucial role in providing 
humanitarian support at home 
and around the world. The men 
and women of AMC – active duty, 
Air National Guard, Air Force 
Reserve and civilians – provide 
airlift and aerial refueling for all 
of America’s armed forces. Many 
special duty and operational 
support aircraft and stateside 
aeromedical evacuation missions 
are also assigned to AMC. What 
is surprising is that somewhere 
in the world a mobility aircraft is 
launching every 90 seconds on a 
sustained 24/7 basis.
 AMC commander, General 
Duncan J. McNabb, understands 
the important role his command, 
and its “Total Force” makeup 
– America’s Air Mobility Team 
– plays in keeping America secure 
and prosecuting the Global War 
on Terror. Upon taking command 
of AMC he highlighted the im-
portance of the command’s active 
duty, Guard and Reserve airmen, saying, 
“Nobody does Total Force better than AMC. 
And, as we go forward, Total Force will be-
come ever more important.”

 On 28 September, during his remarks 
at the Air Force Association’s 2006 Air and 
Space Conference and Technology Exposi-
tion in Washington, D.C., General McNabb 
explained how America’s Air Mobility Team 
is using its existing assets in new and inno-
vative ways, and how new technology can 
help to do an even better job. For instance, 
mobility aircraft in Iraq and Afghanistan are 

now helping keep Soldiers, Airmen, Marines 
and Sailors out of harm’s way.  C-130 Hercu-
les aircraft are now performing missions that 
used to be performed by military members 

Tech. Sgt. Sean Fox changes the cargo roller configuration on a 
C-�30 Hercules at Balad Air Base, Iraq, on May �6, �006. Sergeant 
Fox is a maintainer in the 777th Expeditionary Aircraft Squadron 
deployed from Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas. The airfield is 
the busiest single-runway airfield in the Department of Defense. 
Since January �006, the squadron’s active-duty, Guard and Reserve 
Airmen have launched more than 3,700 sorties that carried some 
��,�00 people and ��,790 tons of cargo. (U.S. Air Force photo/SrA 
Brian Ferguson) 

on the ground. 
 Army Gen. John P. Abizaid, the 
commander of U.S. Central Command, had 
asked AMC to help find a way to get supply 
convoys off the roads, General McNabb said. 
The much-needed, slow-moving convoys 
have proven easy targets for insurgents in 
Iraq. The general told conference attendees 
AMC had a solution. 

 “We started using the C-130s,” 
he said. “We are going to carry 
everybody by air now. We are not 
going to do any buses. We had 63 
C-130s in theater and they just 
started doing all the routes that 
used to be done traditionally by 
ground convoy or buses. Then 
we said we’ll get C-130s to carry 
passengers and we will institute 
theater direct delivery.” 
 According to General McNabb, 
by using C-130s to move cargo 
that used to be moved by ground 
convoys, the Air Force has taken 
some 9,000 personnel a month out 
of harm’s way. 
 General McNabb also said AMC 
has started using C-5 Galaxy and C-
17 Globemaster III aircraft to move 
heavy equipment formerly moved 
on the ground. The Air Force now 
has used its cargo aircraft to move 
as much as 63,000 tons of armored 
vehicles. 
 The Air Force also placed two C-
17 squadrons -- about 20 aircraft -- 
on 120-day rotation in the United 
States Central Command Air Forces 
area of responsibility, General 
McNabb said. 
 Those C-17s now are 
experiencing more wear and tear 

than would be expected under normal 
operations. While flying time has started to 
decrease, the number of landings and take 
offs has increased to almost three times that 



of what was expected. General McNabb said 
Congress has recognized the increased usage 
and responded. 
 “The Congress just (approved) that 
appropriation of the 10 C-17s, because we 
made that case,” he said. “The wear and tear 
on the C-17s is very real. It is the wartime use 
that really got us.” 
 At the same time the Air Force is 

preventing loss of life by finding new, safer 
ways to move cargo, it also is saving lives by 
finding more innovative ways to move the 
military people who do get injured back to 
the United States. 
 In the past, the Air Force used dedicated 
aircraft to move injured people out of theater. 
Today, special support pallets are used for 
patients. Those pallets can be loaded on 
any available aircraft that is headed home. 
That increased flexibility has improved the 
chances that injured personnel will survive. 
 “Now we get them to the doctor or a 
facility, maybe the only place in the world 
where you can save their lives,” General 
McNabb said. 
 During the Vietnam conflict, it took as 
many as 30 days to move injured patients 
back to the United States. During Desert 
Storm, that time was reduced to 10 days. 
Today, that time has been reduced to just 
three days. 
 “Time is what saves people,” General 
McNabb said. 
 Getting aircraft from all services into 
theater is one of the key missions of AMC. 
Many aircraft use the nearly 9,000-mile “air 
bridge, “ maintained by AMC tanker aircraft, 
to get to the CENTAF area of responsibility. 
General McNabb said the refueling mission 
is important to the joint fight, so it is critical 
the Air Force move to recapitalize the tanker 
fleet. 
 “It’s one of those things only our country 
can do, but what an amazing difference it 

ROYAL AIR FORCE MILDENHALL, England -- A six-ship 
KC-�3� Stratotanker formation here demonstrates the 
�00th Air Refueling Wing’s quick-response capability 
Jan. �3 as part of a training exercise. The �00th ARW 
maintains the only U.S. Air Force air-refueling assets 
based in Europe. Wing airmen are responsible for cov-
ering more than �0 million square miles and 93 coun-
tries in the European theater.  (U.S. Air Force photo by 
SrA Meghan Geis)

A C-�7 Globemaster III from the �37th Airlift Wing 
at Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., lands at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany, on May ��, �006.  The C-�7 in the 
foreground is from the Air Force Reserve Command’s 
���nd Air Mobility Wing at March Air Reserve Base, 
California.  (U.S. Air Force photo/MSgt John E. Lasky) 

made,” General McNabb said. “AMC tankers 
bring the fuel to the fight and enable global 
power, there is no question, and that is why 
this new tanker becomes so important.” 
 The new tankers the Air Force wants 
will bring more than just refueling to the 
mission. The replacement tanker will have 
cargo capacity, situational awareness, self-
defense capability and the ability to conduct 

both probe and drogue refueling 
during the same sortie. The new 
aircraft also will be able to give and 
receive fuel, General McNabb said. 
 “Right now, when a KC-
135 Stratotanker has taken care of 
all its customers, it will bring its 
(remaining) fuel back,” he said. “We 
have a number of KC-135s that land 
with between 35,000 and 40,000 
pounds of fuel on the airplane.” 
 General McNabb said he 
would like to find a way to keep that 
fuel up in the air and “in the fight,” 
instead of bringing it back home. 
While the Air Force does have some 
60 KC-10 Extender aircraft that can 
take on extra fuel from a KC-135, 
the general said he’d like to increase 
the number of aircraft with that 
capability. 
 “If we have a number of new 

tankers with that capability, you can 
imagine how we change our concept 
of operations,” he said. 
 Finally, General McNabb addressed 
the Joint Cargo Aircraft, a program it 
is developing hand-in-hand with the 
U.S. Army. The JCA will have about 
half the cargo capacity of the C-130 
aircraft, but will be more agile. 
 Both the Air Force and the Army 
agree the JCA will bring three 
capabilities to the fight. First, the 
JCA will be able to do short takeoffs 
and landings. Second, the JCA will 
provide “persistence.” Because of 
its smaller cargo capacity, it can 
more efficiently move smaller loads 
of supplies and people to forward 
locations. Third, the JCA will fill a 
need revealed during relief efforts 
in New Orleans -- it will have the ability to 
react quickly and operate from unimproved 
runways. 
 “The JCA fits a niche I think kind of 
evolved over time because of what we are 
doing in the GWOT,” General McNabb said. 
 Both the Air Force Reserve and Air National 
Guard’s top leaders also spoke at the AFA 
Conference. Lt. Gen. John A. Bradley, Air 
Force Reserve Command commander, and 
Lt. Gen. Craig R. McKinley, Air National 
Guard director, spoke highly of the Airmen 
within their commands and integration with 
the Total Force. 
 “We are the unrivaled wingmen,” said 

General Bradley during his workshop. “We 
are always, without fail, there to support the 
force.” 
 He emphasized that the Reserve is no 
different than the active-duty force. 
 “We want to make sure everyone knows 
that there is no separate culture,” he said. 
“We are all involved in the same missions.” 
 The Reserve depends on volunteerism 
in lieu of mobilization when it comes 
to deployments. He said having set Air 
Expeditionary Force deployment standards 
helps. 
 “People are able and ready before they go 
on a deployment,” he said. “They are able 
to plan for it, and that employing the (AEF) 
system was a brilliant idea.” 
 As for the Air National Guard, General 
McKinley spoke of the force’s two missions: 
one abroad and the other on the home front. 
saying the the integration between the Air 
Guard and active-duty Airmen has been 
seamless. 
 “What finer example is there than of 
the bombing of (terrorist) Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi?” he asked. “Those were Guard 
pilots up there, but they were up there 
because of support from active-duty and 
Reserve Airmen, not to mention alongside 
other services. It was truly a joint effort, and 
a successful one.”

 While the combined active duty force, 
Guard and Reserve force plays the major 
role in meeting America’s air mobility 
requirement, a unique and significant part 
of the nation’s mobility resources is the Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF). Selected aircraft 
from U.S. airlines, contractually committed 
to CRAF, support Department of Defense 
airlift requirements in emergencies when 
the need for airlift exceeds the capability of 
military aircraft.
 The CRAF has three main segments: 
international, national and aeromedical 
evacuation. The international segment is 
further divided into the long-range and 
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 The term “Global War on Terrorism,” brings different thoughts 
and images to mind. Many people realize that more Americans 
were killed on 9/11 than during Pearl Harbor. Some also 
know that the GWoT is sixteen months longer than America’s 
participation in World War II. But did you know that in our 
air operations, air mobility – airlifters, tankers, aeromedical 
evacuation, and operational support aircraft – have been flying 
the vast majority of missions?
 Every war is different, and the GWoT is no exception. As we 
mark the fifth anniversary of 9/11, it is clear that the GWoT 
has been the tipping point for air mobility. Never before in the 
history of warfare have so many air missions during wartime 
been air mobility over such an extended period. Consider:

• 90%-95% of the daily missions executed by USAFE in the 
USEUCOM AOR are airlift and tanker missions. For PACAF, 
the figure is 90%.

• 31 of the last 34 contingencies with USAFE involved using 
these aircraft primarily or exclusively.

• Most daily missions executed by the Combined Air 
Operations Center (CAOC) at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar are 
mobility taskings in support of Iraq and Afghanistan.

 The current Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR) indicates 
that air mobility will continue to play a central role in the 
GWoT, especially in the new mission areas of stability and 
reconstruction operations, now considered as important as 
combat operations.
 16 AF Air Mobility Operations Control Center (AMOCC) men 
and women face these facts continually, as do the two wings 
they task daily – the 100 Air Refueling Wing at RAF Mildenhall, 
England, and the 86 Airlift Wing at Ramstein AB, Germany. The 
AMOCC plans, tasks, schedules, and executes airlift, air refueling, 
operational support airlift, and aeromedical evacuation missions 
in Europe, Africa, and parts of the Middle East. 
 The AMOCC provides commands and controls to 52 USAFE 
KC-135s, C-130E/Hs, C-21s, C-20s, C-37, and C-40 aircraft, with 
20-25 missions daily or 100-125 each week. And the AMOCC 
monitors an average of 400 strategic air mobility missions 
transiting its AOR weekly. In 2005 the AMOCC airlifted 277 
patients and coordinated moving another 15,349 patients 
through USEUCOM – many being wounded troops from Iraq 
and Afghanistan.
 Besides daily “routine” missions, the AMOCC participated 
in multiple contingencies, so much so, that in July 2005, we 
joked that the AMOCC had officially transitioned from the 
“Contingency of the Month” Club to the “Contingency of the 
Week” Club, with five major operations planned and executed 
that month alone.
 But despite the heavy and seemingly unending high 
optempo, we have a shortage of these assets, especially airlift. 

We’re working hard to mitigate the gap between air mobility 
requirements and our capabilities.
 For example, we’ve used our tankers much more as airlifters 
and maximized the use of strategic airlift from Air Mobility 
Command (AMC). We‘re reaching out to our allies in Europe 
via the newly formed European Air Mobility Integration Group, 
educating our many users on how they can most effectively use 
our aircraft, and using Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve 
C-130s. We also map out our key mobility processes to look for 
efficiencies, track our key metrics and identify adverse trends, 
plus work with EUCOM to use alternate modes of lift, including 
surface transportation.
 These efforts are crucial to the 16 AF AMOCC because the 
latest numbers show the majority of USAF missions in the 
GWoT worldwide, especially here in USAFE, will continue to be 
air mobility missions for a long time to come. The GWoT isn’t 
ending anytime soon; President Bush called the GWoT a “long 
war” in his last State of the Union address.
 The increase in air mobility missions, and such missions 
outnumbering fighter and bomber missions, are just the most 
recent examples of a longer term trend towards mobility centric 
warfighting.
 According to author Thomas Barnett in his bestselling book, 
The Pentagon’s New Roadmap: War and Peace in the Twenty-First 
Century, from 1990-2003, 80% of the 143 contingencies the U.S. 
military executed were mobility centric.
 16 AF AMOCC members know this well, because collectively 
they are veterans of 32 combat operations, from URGENT FURY 
in Grenada to present day operations downrange. In fact, 47% 
of AMOCC personnel are veterans of three or more combat 
operations. 
 What do all these facts ultimately mean? Well, our Air Force—
especially USAFE—has undergone a sea change during the 
GWoT. That sea change is the realization that USAFE, and the Air 
Force overall, are shifting from fighter centric organizations to 
more mobility centric ones. Our part in this change, or tipping 
point, is to alter our frame of reference about warfighting and 
continue to shift resources accordingly. 
 But this tipping point doesn’t put fighter and bombers out of 
business – far from it. We’ll always need this traditional kinetic 
air power, from close air support to counter air and strategic 
bombing. And the Air Force’s number one job will always be 
establishing and maintaining air superiority.
 However, after the initial shock and awe air campaigns are 
over, we must all remember that air mobility occurred before, 
during, and long after those kinetic phases.
 And sixty months into the GWoT – the tipping point for air 
mobility – mobility continues to be crucial and as important as 
kinetic air power.

Col Phil Bossert was the Commander of the �6 AF AMOCC from 
�00�-�006. He has published more than 80 articles. 

Global War on Terror (GWoT):  The Tipping Point for Air Mobility
by Col Phil Bossert

 
EditorialGuest
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OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM -- A Charleston-based C-
�7 Globemaster III moves into position to refuel from 
a KC-�0A Extender over the Black Sea.  The C-�7 crew 
was returning from a humanitarian mission to Iraq.  
The KC-�0 is based out of the �09th Air Expeditionary 
Group.  Members from various Air Force units world-
wide are currently deployed with the �09th AEG, Bur-
gas Bulgaria, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by SSgt Jason Smith)

short-range sections and the national 
segment into the domestic and Alaskan 
sections. Assignment of aircraft to a segment 
depends on the nature of the requirement 
and the performance characteristics needed.

 The long-range international section 
consists of passenger and cargo aircraft 
capable of transoceanic operations. The 
role of these aircraft is to augment the Air 
Mobility Command’s long-range intertheater 
C-5s and C-17s during periods of increased 
airlift needs, from minor contingencies up 
through full national defense emergencies.
 Medium-sized passenger and cargo aircraft 
make up the short-range international 
section supporting near offshore airlift 
requirements.
 The aircraft in the Alaskan section provide 
airlift within U.S. Pacific Command’s area 
of responsibility, specific to Alaska needs. 
The domestic section is designed to satisfy 
increased DOD airlift requirements in the 
U.S. during an emergency.
 The aeromedical evacuation segment 
assists in the evacuation of casualties from 
operational theaters to hospitals in the 
continental United States. These aircraft 
are also used to return medical supplies and 
medical crews to the theater of operations. 
Kits containing litter stanchions, litters and 
other aeromedical equipment are used to 
convert civil B-767 passenger aircraft into air 
ambulances.
 The airlines contractually pledge aircraft 
to the various segments of CRAF, ready 
for activation when needed. To provide 
incentives for civil carriers to commit aircraft 
to the CRAF program and to assure the 
United States of adequate airlift reserves, the 
government makes peacetime airlift business 
available to civilian airlines that offer 

aircraft to the CRAF. DoD offers business 
through the International Airlift Services. 
For fiscal 2006, the guaranteed portion of 
the contract is $396 million. AMC estimates 
that throughout fiscal 2006 it will also award 

more than $2.1 billion in additional 
business that is not guaranteed.
 As of July 2006, 40 carriers and 
1,134 aircraft were enrolled in the 
CRAF. This includes 1,176 aircraft 
in the international segment (872 
in the long-range international 
section and 304 in the short-range 
international section), and 41 
and 147 aircraft, respectively, in the 
national and aeromedical evacuation 
segments. These numbers are subject 
to change on a quarterly basis.
 Three stages of incremental 
activation allow for tailoring an airlift 
force suitable for the contingency at 
hand. Stage I is for minor regional 
crises, Stage II would be used for 
major theater war and Stage III for 
periods of national mobilization.
 The commander, U.S. 
Transportation Command, with 
approval of the secretary of defense, 
is the activation authority for all 
three stages of CRAF. During a crisis, 

if AMC has a need for additional 
aircraft, it would request the 
commander of USTRANSCOM to take 
steps to activate the appropriate CRAF 
stage.
 Each stage of the CRAF activation 
is only used to the extent necessary 
to provide the amount of civil 
augmentation airlift needed by DoD. 
When notified of call-up, the carrier 
response time to have its aircraft 
ready for a CRAF mission is 24 to 48 
hours after the mission is assigned 
by AMC. The air carriers continue to 
operate and maintain the aircraft with 
their resources; however, AMC controls the 
aircraft missions.
 Safety is the paramount concern, and 
numerous procedures are in effect to 
ensure that the air carriers with which 
AMC contracts afford the highest level of 
safety to DoD passengers. Prior to receiving 
a contract, all carriers must demonstrate 
that they have provided substantially 
equivalent and comparable commercial 
service for one year before submitting their 
offer to fly for the Defense Department. 
All carriers must be fully certified Federal 
Aviation Administration carriers and meet 
the stringent standards of Federal Aviation 
Regulations pertaining to commercial 
airlines (Part 121).
 A DoD survey team, composed of 
experienced AMC pilots and skilled 
maintenance personnel, performs an on-
site inspection of the carriers. This team 

conducts a comprehensive inspection that 
includes carrier’s aircraft, training facilities, 
crew qualifications, maintenance procedures, 
quality control practices and financial status 
to maximize the likelihood that the carrier 
would safely perform for DoD. After passing 
this survey, the carrier is certified by the 
Commercial Airlift Review Board as DoD-
approved before receiving a contract.
 AMC analysts then continue to monitor 
the carrier’s safety record, operations and 
maintenance status, contract performance, 
financial condition and management 
initiatives, summarizing significant trends in 
a comprehensive review every six months. 
In addition to this in-depth review, there are 
several other surveillance initiatives. 
 The following air carriers are members 
of the Civil Reserve Air Fleet. Long-Range 
International Section: ABX Air, Air Transport 
International, American Airlines, Arrow 
Air, Astar Air Cargo, ATA Airlines, Atlas 
Air, Continental Airlines, Delta Air Lines, 
Evergreen International, FEDEX Express 
Airlines, Gemini Air Cargo, Hawaiian 
Airlines, Kalitta Air, North American Airlines, 
Northwest Airlines, Omni International, 
Polar Air Cargo, Ryan International, 
Southern Air, United Airlines, United Parcel 
Service Airlines, US Airways, and World 

Airways. Short-Range International Section: 
Alaska Airlines, American, Astar Air Cargo, 
Champion, Continental Airlines, Delta 
Airlines, Express.net, Falcon Air, Grand 
Air, Jet Blue, Lynden Air Cargo, Miami Air 
International, Northern Air Cargo, Spirit 
Airlines, and Sun Country. Aeromedical 
Evacuation Segment: American, Delta Air 
Lines, United Airlines, and US Airways. 
Domestic Section: Air Trans Airways, America 
West, Frontier Airlines, Midwest Airlines, and 
Southwest Airlines. Alaskan Section: Lynden 
Air Cargo, and Northern Air Cargo. Offers 
from other carriers are under consideration 
and may result in future awards.

 America’s Air Mobility Team: Active, 
Guard, Reserve and CRAF – a formidable 
combination which provides America with 
the air mobility necessary to get the job 
done; providing…
 “The Decisive Edge.”

The Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF), comprised of com-
mercial air carriers like World Airways, plays an unique 
and significant role in ensuring America’s air mobility 
capability. (Photo courtesy World Airways).
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Lt Gen William H. Tunner (1906-1983)
 His vision for airlift’s role in national defense 
earned him recognition as “The Father of Military 
Airlift Command.” During World War II, he 
commanded the India-China division of the Air 
Transport Command, which was responsible for 
supplying China by air across the Himalayas. 
He also commanded the Combined U.S. Air 
Force/Royal Air Force Berlin Airlift Operation 
and during the Korean War, the Combat Cargo 
Command, Far East Air Forces. From July 1958 

to May 1960, he served as Commander, Military Air Transport Command, 
Later assignments included Commander in Chief, United States Air Forces in 
Europe and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Headquarters U.S. Air Force. 
Inducted 1989.

Gen Laurence S. Kuter (1905-1979)
 Commanding the Atlantic Division of the Army 
Air Force’s Air Transport Command (ATC) in 1945, 
he oversaw the consolidation of resources from 
several of ATC’s wartime divisions into a new 
Atlantic Division responsible for the airlift service 
between the United States and Europe, Africa, 
and the Middle East. As the first Commander, 
Military Air Transport Service (MATS), June 1948- to 
November 1951, he consolidated under MATS assets 
from ATC and the Naval Air Transport Service and he defined and interpreted 
the future airlift role for the Department of Defense. Inducted 1990.

Donald W. Douglas (1892-1981)
 Engineer, visionary, and entrepreneur, his aircraft 
designs revolutionized commercial and military 
air transport. While the Douglas DC-3 and DC-4 
passenger carriers became the C-47 and C-54, the 
workhorse transports of World War II, it was his C-
124 that provided Military Air Transport Service, and 
later Military AIrlift Command, with the first aircraft 
designed specifically for strategic military airlift. With 
its ease of loading, heavy lift capacity, and trans-ocean 
delivery capability, the C-124 made its mark during the 

Korean War. The Douglas Aircraft military legacy lives on in the McDonnell 
Douglas-designed, Boeing-built C-17 Globemaster III. Inducted 1990.

Lt Gen Harold L. George (1917-1986)
 Recognized as the “First Leader of Airlift,” he 
commanded the Air Corps Ferrying Command 
from April 1942 to June 1942 and its successor 
organization, the Air Transport Command, from 
June 1942 to September 1946. In those position, he 
directed the wartime movement of planes, passengers, 
and supplies from the United States to combat units 
around the world. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen Carl A. 
“Tooey” Spaatz remarked in 1947 that Gen George’s 
“masterful, diplomatic and successful operation of the 
Air Transport Command gained (for) the Army Air 
Forces an international reputation for the ability to accomplish the seemingly 
impossible.” Inducted 1991.

Maj Gen Cyrus R. “C.R.” Smith (1899-1990)
 In April 1942, he resigned as President and Director 
of American Airlines to enter the Army with a 
commission as colonel in the Air Corps Ferrying 
Command, which two months later become the Air 
Transport Command (ATC). As ATC’s Chief of Staff 
and Deputy Commander, he applied his commercial 
air transport experiences to the wartime, worldwide 
expansion of military airlift operations. He was 
principally responsible for convincing the War 

Department to make ATC the agent for strategic airlift. As a result, by the end 
of 1943 the Command was operating over air routes in the United States and 
overseas totaling more than 130,000 miles. Inducted 1992.

Lt Gen Ira E. Eaker (1896-1997)
 Airpower visionary and pioneer, he secured 
approval of the Chief of the Air Corps, refined 
air refueling procedures, and selected planes and 
crews for the “Question Mark” record-setting 
endurance flight of 150 hours, 40 minutes in 
January 1929. Serving as the mission’s chief pilot, 
he took air refueling to the next step by conceiving, 
organizing, and conducting, from August to 
September 1929, the “Boeing Hornet Shuttle,” 
the first nonstop transcontinental flight sustained 
solely by air refuelings. Through those two flights, he significantly advanced 
the development of air refueling and greatly expanded the possibilities of 
airpower. Inducted 1993.

Gen Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser (1924-1997)
 Although a bomber pilot most of his career, he 
became - as Commander in Chief, Military Airlift 
Command from July 1979 to June 1981 -- the Air 
Force’s primary advocate for airlift modernization 
and a visionary for mobility forces. He pushed 
forward the C-5 wing modification, C-141 
stretch, air refueling modernization, and Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet enhancement programs. He also 
championed and helped define the Future Airlift 
Aircraft Program that would eventually become 

the C-17. In retirement he continued to support the mobility community 
through the Airlift Association serving as its chairman from November 1985 
to November 1992. Inducted 1994.

Lt Gen Joseph Smith (1901-1993)
 Although he served in the U.S. military for 35 
years, from 1923 to 1958, it was not until 1948 
that he began to make his mark as an Airlifter. 
As commander of the Berlin Airlift Task Force, 
he established the airlift flow into and out of the 
city. In November 1951, he took command of the 
Military Airlift Transport Service (MATS) where, 
over the next six and one-half years, he oversaw 
establishment of MATS as the single manager 
operating agency for airlift service, the Civil Reserve Air Fleet, and the Airlift 
Service Industrial Fund. Under his command, MATS supported the Korean War, 
the Suez Crisis, and the Hungarian Refugee Evacuation. Inducted 1995.

The men and women of the United States Air Force and our mobility forces, are trained and
ready to deploy anywhere in the world in defense of our country. It is their unselfish sacrifice, untiring 

efforts and outstanding achievements that have contributed immensely to the establishment and 
to the maintenance of peace in the free world. Not only are their efforts and achievements attained 

during times of conflict, but they also occur during acts of natural disaster and humanitarian
relief efforts. The balance of power and our freedom has been and will continue to be achieved and 

built on the “wings of Freedom.” The Airlift/Tanker Association wishes to recognize and honor those 
men and women who have distinguished themselves by outstanding performance above and beyond 

their duties as members of the United States Air Force. It is for this
purpose that the “Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame” has been established.A/TA

	 Hall	of	Fame
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Nancy Harkness Love (1914-1976)
 An aviation pioneer, she earned her pilot’s 
license in 1930 at the age of 16 and her air 
transport rating in 1933. In 1942 she was 
instrumental in establishing, under Air Transport 
Command (ATC), the Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying 
Squadron, a predecessor unit to the Women’s 
Airforce Service Pilots, the WASPs, serving with 
the ATC Ferrying Division, she oversaw the 
training, planning and operations of six WASP 
ferrying squadrons. Under her leadership the 
WASPs moved during World War ii thousands of aircraft between factories 
and operational units, thus freeing their male comrades for combat duty. She 
received the Air Medal for her wartime service. Inducted 1996.

Gen William G. Moore, Jr. (1920)
 A veteran of three wars - World War II, Korean, 
and Southwest Asia - with nearly 40 years of 
military service, he conceived, planned and 
directed a wide variety of combat aerial delivery 
methodologies. While commanding the 314th 
Troop Carrier Wing and the 839th Air Division 
(AD) from 1962 to 1963, he conducted project 
“Close Look,” which set the foundation for 
many of today’s airlift tactics and procedures. As 
commander of the 834th AD, he was responsible 
for tactical airlift in Vietnam, and from April 1977 

to June 1979, he commanded the Military Airlift Command. He is the Airlift/
tanker Association’s senior founding member. Inducted 1997.

Col Joe M. Jackson (1923)
 Mobility warrior and national hero, he was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions on 
12 May 1968 at Kham Duc, South Vietnam, 
a U.S. Special Forces camp near the Laotian 
border. Piloting his C-123 at 9,000 feet over the 
camp, he descended at 4,000 feet per minute to 
rescue three combat controllers who had been 
in charge of evacuating the camp earlier in the 
day. Encountering intense enemy fire at 4,000 
feet that followed the aircraft down the runway, 
and narrowly avoiding a hit from a 122-mm 
rocket, he turned for take-off as the three-man team jumped aboard through 
the open rear cargo door. Again, on ascent, his aircraft encountered heavy 
enemy fire. Inducted 1997.

Sgt John L. Levitow (1945-2000)
 He received the Medal of Honor for his selfless 
heroism on the night of 24 February 1969 while 
serving as loadmaster on an AC-47 gunship over 
Long Binh, South Vietnam. An enemy 82-mm 
mortar shell landed on top of the gunship’s right 
wing. Exploding inside the wing frame, the blast 
raked the fuselage with shrapnel severely wounding 
him and three other crew members in the rear of 
the aircraft. Weak from loss of blood and with only 
partial use of his legs, he pulled an unconscious crew 

member away from the open cargo door and then grabbed a loose, burning flare 
and threw it overboard seconds before it exploded. Inducted 1998.

Col Gail S. Halvorsen (1920)
 During the Berlin Airlift, also called Operation 
Vittles, he instituted Operation Little Vittles by 
dropping small parachutes laden with candy from his 
C-54 aircraft to the children of Berlin. While motivating 
Berliners to never give up hope, his self-initiated act of 
kindness - which earned him the nickname “Candy 
Bomber” -- also became a symbol of U.S. resolve 
during the Cold War. Receiving in 1949 the prestigious 
Cheney Award for his actions during the Berlin Airlift, 
he has continued to serve as a national ambassador of 
goodwill. For airlifters he epitomizes their humanitarian spirit and continues to 
inspire us all to serve others. Inducted 1999.

Maj Gen Winston P. “Wimpy” Wilson (1911-1996)
 He rose from an aircraft mechanic in the Arkansas 
National Guard in 1929 to lead the Air National Guard 
(ANG) from 1953 to 1963 and the National Guard 
Bureau from 1963 to 1971. By insisting on realistic 
training for the ANG, according to active duty Air 
Force standards, and equipping it with modern-day 
transports, tankers, and fighters, he transformed the 
Air Guard from a flying club into a prized, combat-
ready component of the Air Force. His initiatives 
led directly to the Defense Department’s Total Force 
policy. Inducted 2000.

Msgt Roy W. Hooe (1892-1973)
 An aviation pioneer of huge historical stature, he 
served as aircraft mechanic for Billy Mitchell during 
aerial gunnery and bombing tests in 1921; Charles 
Lindbergh for the “Spirit of Saint Louis” goodwill 
mission to Mexico City in 1927; and Carl Spaatz 
and Ira Eaker on the “Question Mark” record-setting 
endurance flight in 1929, for which he was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross. During his 3-year 
aviation career, he also served as crew chief for other 

aviation heroes, including Lester Maitland, Albert Hagenberger, and Amelia 
Earhart. Inducted 2001.

Gen Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz (1891-1974)
 World War I fighter pilot, World War II 
Commander of Air Forces in Europe and the Pacific, 
first Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force in 1947, and 
air refueling pioneer, he commanded the “Question 
Mark” - a U.S. Army C-2A Fokker transport aircraft 
- in its record-setting endurance flight of 150 hours, 
40 minutes in January 1929. This mission proved 
that aerial refueling was safe and practical and 
earned him the Distinguished Flying Cross. The flight also helped prove that 
airpower was no longer a barnstorming sideshow but a serious component of 
national defense. Inducted 2002.

John F. Shea (1919-1996)
 Serving as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Plans, Headquarters Military Airlift Command 
(1960-1983), he helped conceive, develop, and 
bring to fruition numerous airlift enhancement and 
modernization programs including the C-5 wing 
modification, the C-141 stretch, and the addition of 
emergency cargo conversion features to wide-bodied 
commercial passenger aircraft in the Civil Reserve Air 

Fleet, additionally, his vision and expertise in air mobility helped shape the 
National Airlift Expansion Act, which provided the legislative foundations for 
joint - military and commercial - aircraft development. Inducted 2003.

Maj Gen James I. “Bagger” Baginski (1932)
 In his 30 years in the Air Force (1954-1984), 
he served in a variety of leadership roles, from 
commander, 374th Tactical Airlift Wing to HQ 
Military Airlift Command Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Operations and Personnel. He had a direct, 
pervasive, and long-lasting influence on air 
mobility, from the C-5 modernization and C-141 
stretch programs to enhanced aircraft and aircrew 
air refueling capabilities. As Director of Mobility, 
Joint Deployment Agency, he advanced the services” joint transportation 
planning policy, systems, and procedures. An Airlift/Tanker Association (A/
TA) founding member and Board of Advisors Chairman, he helped lead the 
A/TA in transitioning from a reunion type airlift organization to a professional 
air mobility association. At his induction into the A/TA Hall of Fame, he had 
dedicated 50 years service to the air mobility mission. Inducted 2005.
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2006 A/TA
	 Hall	of	Fame	Inductee

This year the Airlift/Tanker Association proudly honors one of America’s 
most ardent Air Mobility advocates and a former Chairman of the
Airlift/Tanker Association. His dedication and committment to the

Air Mobility forces of the United States of America make him
truly worthy of the honor of being named the…

 General Duane H. Cassidy was born in Coraopolis, Pennsylvania, 
in 1933. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University 
of Nebraska in 1968 and a Master of Science degree from Troy State 
University in 1975. He completed Squadron Officer School in 1961, 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 1973, Air War College 
in 1975, the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management 
at Northwestern University in 1979, and the program 
for senior executives in national and international 
security at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University, in 1983. 
 Upon completion of aviation cadet training, 
the general was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1954. He then attended navigator 
training at Harlingen and James Connally 
Air Force bases, Texas. His initial operational 
assignments in the Air Force were to the 
Military Air Transport Service: first to the Air 
Weather Service’s 6th Weather Group, Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, flying B-25s, 
and then to Air Rescue Service’s 49th Air Rescue 
Squadron, Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan. 
During these assignments he participated in 
numerous rescue and weather reconnaissance 
missions, including the hydrogen weapons test in 
1956 at Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islands. His 
navigator assignments ended after two years as a Military 
Air Transport Service C-121 line crew member at Charleston 
Air Force Base, S.C. He entered pilot training in December 1958. 
 General Cassidy was assigned to Strategic Air Command after 
graduation from pilot training and flew B-47s at McCoy Air Force 
Base, Florida, Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, and Lincoln Air 
Force Base, Nebraska. In November 1965 he transferred to Minot 
Air Force Base, North Dakota, and served with the 810th Strategic 
Aerospace Division, whose mission included B-52 bomber and 
Minuteman missile operations. In September 1968 he was assigned 
to the Republic of Vietnam, serving first with 7th Air Force’s Tactical 
Air Control Center and then with the Military Assistance Command 
Vietnam Directorate of Public Affairs as an air briefer to the Saigon 
press corps.
 The general returned to the Air Force airlift mission in October 
1969. He was assigned to Military Airlift Command headquarters 
as executive to the deputy chief of staff for operations, and later as 
executive aide and pilot for the Military Airlift Command commander. 
In August 1972 he assumed command of the 8th Military Airlift 
Squadron, McChord Air Force Base, Washington. He entered Air War 
College in August 1974 and, upon graduation, again served at Military 
Airlift Command headquarters, as assistant chief of staff. 

GENERAL DUANE H. CASSIDY, USAF Retired

 In August 1976 General Cassidy was assigned as vice commander 
of the 63rd Military Airlift Wing at Norton Air Force Base, California. 
In February 1978 he became commander of the wing. He returned 
to Military Airlift Command headquarters in July 1980 and served 

initially as assistant deputy chief of staff for operations. In 
August 1981 he became the command’s deputy chief of 

staff for operations. 
 From October 1983 to August 1984 he served as 

commander of Military Airlift Command’s 21st Air 
Force at McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey. During 

this period Military Airlift Command was heavily 
involved in support of United States’ operations 
in Lebanon and Grenada. General Cassidy then 
transferred to Headquarters U.S. Air Force, 
Washington, D.C., where he served as deputy 
chief of staff for manpower and personnel.
  General Cassidy assumed command of 
Military Airlift Command in September 1985, 
and was promoted to general in November 
of that year. As commander in chief of 

Military Airlift Command (CINCMAC), he 
was responsible for military airlift in support 

of unified and specified commands during 
war, periods of crisis and contingencies. General 

Cassidy’s tenure as CINCMAC was both extensive 
and impressive. He directed development of vigorous, 

continual, and imaginative mobility policies and the 
procuring of transportation assets needed to support the national 

strategy of forward defense. One result of this effort was a new and 
more meaningful National Airlift Policy statement which President 
Reagan approved as National Security Decision Directive Number 
280 on 24 June 1987. This new policy replaced the outdated 
“Presidentially Approved Courses of Action” issued in February 1960. 
It mandated increasingly close cooperation between MAC and the 
civil air carriers and substantiated the procurement of a sufficient 
number of aircraft to meet the documented airlift shortage. As an 
articulate and persuasive spokesman for procuring the C-17 as the 
next generation airlifter his untiring efforts resulted in Congressional 
approval for full-scale production funding for the C-17.
 He presided over the execution of one of the most significant 
operations undertaken by the Command in the 1980s. As an 
outgrowth of much improved relations between the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the two superpowers signed, in December 
1987, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, which 
provided for the elimination of an entire category of weapons from 
the nuclear arsenal of both nations and mutual on-site verification 
of their destructions and site close-outs. According to a precise 
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set of procedures stipulated in the treaty, MAC airlifted American 
inspectors to points of entry inside the Soviet Union and transported 
Soviet inspectors within the United States.
 The Command also became involved in many well-publicized 
humanitarian airlift activities that took MAC’s aircraft to virtually 
every corner of the globe: flying relief supplies in September 1985 to 
earthquake victims in Mexico City; operating missions in support of 
Afghan refugees; undertaking hurricane relief 
missions in the Caribbean and flood relief 
flights in Bangladesh in September 1988; and 
supporting relief efforts in Yerevan, Armenia, 
during December 1988 and January 1989, 
after one of the most disastrous earthquakes 
of the century claimed the lives of 40,000 
people and left another 500,000 homeless.
 General Cassidy also presided over 
several contingency operations during his 
four-year command of MAC. Only a few of 
which were: the evacuations of the former 
Philippine and Haitian heads of state in 
February 1986; the April 1988 textbook 
deployment of 1,300 security specialists from the United States to 
Panama to protect thousands of Americans living there; and the 
March 1989 movement of a United Nations Transition Advisory 
Group and its cargo to Namibia, in Africa.
 During the four years General Cassidy commanded MAC, the 
command received numerous awards. Chief among these were two 
Air Force Organizational Excellence Awards, won by Headquarters 
MAC; and the 1988 Benjamin D. Foulois Memorial Award for 
flight safety, which the command earned for completing fiscal 
1988 without a single Class A or Class B mishap. No other major 
command with a substantial flying hour program has ever recorded 
such an achievement.
 The general assumed command of U.S. Transportation Command 
upon its activation 1 October 1987. As commander in chief of 
Transportation Command (CINCTRANSCOM) he was responsible 
for global land, air and sea transportation for all U.S. fighting 
forces. Operating directly under the Joint Chiefs of Staff, this new 
unified command maintained a worldwide mobility system for use 
in contingency situations. It incorporated as components not only 
the Military Airlift Command, but also the Navy’s Military Sealift 
Command and the Army’s Military Traffic Management Command. 
With the establishment of the United States Transportation 
Command, the opportunity existed for the 
first time in the nation’s history to create a 
viable, efficient, and unified air, land, and sea 
transportation system which General Cassidy 
pressed during his tenure as CINCMAC.
 During the period he served as the “dual-
hatted” commander of both USTRANSCOM 
and MAC, he also commanded special 
operations, rescue, weather, aeromedical 
evacuation, audiovisual and operational 
support airlift forces for Department of 
Defense agencies throughout the world, and served as executive 
director of the Single Manager Operating Agency for the Department 
of Defense Airlift Service. 
 At the time of his retirement from the U.S. Air Force on 30 
September 1989, General Cassidy was a command pilot and senior 
navigator with more than 8,000 flying hours. His military decorations 
and awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, and the Air Medal. General 
Cassidy also wears the Parachutist Badge.
 Following his Air Force career, General Cassidy continued to work 
in the transportation arena. He spent the next eight years and three 

months with CSX Corporation serving as Vice President of Logistics 
Technology; Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing for CSX 
Transportation, the railroad arm of CSX Corporation; and, finally, as 
Corporate Vice President and Chairman, the Commercial Board. He 
retired from CSX in January 1998.
 An ardent supporter of the Airlift/Tanker Association, General 
Cassidy served as the Association’s Chairman of the Board of Officers 

from November 1999 through November 
2003, and currently serves as the Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee.
 General Cassidy believes that military 
life – training, education, planning, 
operations, and other experiences – prepare 
people for a successful career in business. 
The two careers, military and business, 
are, in his words, “a near perfect match,” 
and throughout both his military and 
civilian transportation careers, General 
Cassidy stressed two main themes: First 
and foremost, his conviction that quality 
leadership is based on personal commitment; 

and second, his belief that transportation, in the military and in the 
private sector, plays, and will continue to play, a central role in our 
nation’s defense.
 General Cassidy believes that the study of history is fundamental 
to leadership development. He also believes that leaders must focus 
their organizations on customers and strategic planning. Above all 
else, leaders must focus on their people. The higher that leaders 
progress in their organizations, the more time they must invest 
in hiring, placing, developing, compensating, and promoting 
employees. Leaders must not only understand their people, they 
must empathize with them. They must make their people feel good 
about their jobs and contributions to the organization. Leaders must 
never let their employees be satisfied with the status quo. Instead, 
they must motivate their people to excel by continually “raising 
the bar” on personal and professional standards, and by setting 
increasingly higher goals. Finally, senior people, in the military 
and in business, who do not put their people first, are managers not 
leaders, and military and business organizations that don’t put their 
people first, fail.
 In his 1998 Oral History, General Cassidy predicted that “[in the 
future} there will be an increased dependence on transportation: 
air, land and sea…[there will be] a greater demand on mobility, 

flexibility and speed, especially airlift… 
US strategy will depend increasingly upon 
strategic mobility…the key to our strategy 
must be transportation.” His prediction 
was proven with crystal-clear clarity by 
America’s response to the events of 9/11. 
All of our nation’s transportation assets have 
been in high gear ever since – and arguably, 
none more so than our airlift and aerial 
refueling capabilities. Thanks to the vision 
and unwavering determination of leaders 

like General Cassidy, America has the assets to perform the task at 
hand, and the C-17 Globemaster III, the “next generation airlifter” 
which he worked so hard to acquire for Air Force, has proven to be 
the workhorse he repeatedly said it would be.
 General Duane H. Cassidy is an enthusiastic advocate for America’s 
air mobility mission – an air mobility statesman, a genuine American 
patriot, and a dedicated supporter of the Airlift/Tanker Association. 
He truly merits being added to the honor roll of men and women 
whose insight and dedication helped to build the most formidable 
and compassionate Air Mobility force in world…General Duane H. 
Cassidy is exceptionally worthy of induction into the Airlift/Tanker 
Association Hall of Fame.

“Leadership does not depend upon whether 
you can operate the equipment. You can 
be taught how to fly airplanes, operate 

tanks, or drive ships; you can’t be taught 
how to be a leader. You have to get that for 
yourself. You have to want to be a leader. 

You have to want to have the responsibility 
of leadership. You have to be willing to give 

of your time and share your family. You 
have to be willing to make a commitment 

to somebody other than yourself.”

“We have to depend on…speed and 
technology. We need to look at our strategic 

mobility force – air, land and sea – as a 
national asset, as a national treasure, as a 
national capability to influence the world. 

The business we’re in is not only one of 
defending the shores of the United States, 

we’re in the business of
supporting the notion of freedom…”
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The Airlift/Tanker Association General Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser Awards 
are presented annually to a wing/group level or below, pilot, navigator, 

flight engineer, loadmaster and boom operator who have displayed
outstanding proficiency and performance of flight duties, significant

accomplishments, adaptability to unusual job assignments or
difficult circumstance; acceptance of responsibility;

and, self-improvement efforts.
2006 A/TA 
	 Huyser	Awards

The actions of the men and 
women who are awarded
the highly prized annual 
Airlift/Tanker Association 
Huyser Awards, Young Leader 
Awards, Halvorsen Award,
Specialized Mission Award 
and the P. K. Carlton Award 
for Valor, all have exemplary 
military records detailing 
numerous instances of their 
outstanding proficiency and 
performance – far too many 
to fully cover in the pages of 
A/TQ. The examples used in 
each of the following short 
biographical descriptions 
serve only to highlight their 
extraordinary service to the 
United States Air Force and to 
our country –

Pilot
Captain Brian S. Choate

 Captain Brian S. Choate 
is Chief Evaluator Pilot, 
Adverse Weather Aerial 
Delivery System, with the 
37th Airlift Squadron, 86th 
Operations Group, 86th 
Airlift Wing, Ramstein 
AB, Germany. He began 
his military career in the 

United States Army Reserves, while working his 
way through college and a pre-med degree at the 
Academy of Health and Science, from which he 
graduated with a Radiologic Technologist Degree.
 Captain Choate began his Air Force career as 
a special assistant to the Commander/Gold Bar 
Recruiter in St. Louis. Missouri. He attended 
Undergraduate Pilot Training at Whiting 
NAS and NAS Pcnsacola, receiving his wings 
in March of 2000. Captain Choate was then 
assigned to the 40 AS, Dyess AFB, Texas, where 
he upgraded to aircraft commander, instructor 
and evaluator. While there he served as a 
mobility officer, central scheduler, executive 
officer and Stan/Eval pilot.
 He attended Squadron Officer School 
in residence in December 2003. Captain 
Choate was then sent to the 37 AS, 
Ramstem AB, Germany. He is currently the 
chief pilot evaluator at the 37 AS. Captain 
Choate has continuously supported OEF/
OIF missions logging 350+ combat sorties. 
He also supported Operations IRON FIST, 
RESTORING RIGHTS, JOINT FORGE, 
CORONET OAK, JOINT ENDEAVER and 
SOUTHERN WATCH. His latest deployment 
was to Iraq, where he served as 1 of only 4 
pilots chosen fleet-wide to support the US 
Advisory Support Team to Iraq. He served as 
the Chief of Stan/Eval supporting Iraqi Air 
Force Sq 23.
 Active in the community, Capt Choate 
supported the March of Dimes and helped 
raise $25.3M for the Leukemia/Lymphoma 
Society. He participated in Habitat for 
Humanity by building and refurbishing 
homes. He is also a member of the squadron 
booster club.

 Captain Choate has accumulated 2.000 
hours in the C-130E, C-130H, T-34 and 
T-44 aircraft, one quarter of those hours 
being served in combat. His military 
decorations include the 15 AE Excellence in 
Airmanship Award, Distinguished Graduate 
at instructor pilot school, 2004 General 
Joseph Smith Trophy, Air Medal with three 
devices, Aerial Achievement Medal with two 
devices, Air Force Commendation Medal, AF 
Outstanding Unit Award with Valor with six 
devices, Combat Readiness Medal with one 
device, National Defense Service Medal with 
one device, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal with one device. Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force 
Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold 
Border with two devices, AF Longevity 
Service with one device, Small Arms Expert 
Marksmanship Ribbon, AF Training Ribbon 
and the Army Service Ribbon.

Navigator
Captain Christopher K. Fuller

 Captain Christopher 
K. Fuller is a C-130 
Formal Training Unit 
Evaluator Navigator/
Central Scheduler 
with the 53d Airlift 
Squadron, Little Rock 
AFB, Arkansas.
 Captain Fuller 

graduated from high school in 1992 and 
enrolled in the University of South Florida 
under the Air Force ROTC scholarship 
program. He graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Communications, and 
received a commission in the United 
States Air Force in 1997. He attended Joint 
Undergraduate Navigator Training at Naval 
Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, and at 
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, where he 
graduated second in his class and received 
his navigator wings.
 Captain Fuller joined the 50th Airlift 
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Loadmaster
Master Sergeant Alcaeus L. Ford

 Master Sergeant 
Alcaeus L. Ford is the 
Chief Loadmaster, 
C-130E, with the 
41 Airlift Squadron 
(AMC), Pope AFB, 
North Carolina.
 Sergeant Ford 
entered the Air Force 

in November 1988 and attended basic 
training at Lackland AFB, Texas. Following 
graduation he was assigned as an Aircraft 
Machinist Apprentice at England AFB, 
Louisiana. In 1993 he transferred to Kusan 
AB, Korea, where he was an Aircraft Metals 
Technology Specialist, a job he continued 
first at Altus AFB, Oklahoma, until April 1995 
and then at Kellavik AB, Iceland, until May 
1996. He then became an Aircraft Structrual 
Maintenance Journeyman and then an 
Aircraft Metals Technology Craftsman at 
Moody AFB, Georgia.
 Sergeant Ford then accepted, in September 
2000, an assignment as an Aircraft Metals 
Technology Instructor at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, where he was named 
Instructor Supervisor in November 2003. He 
is currently Chief Loadmaster with the 41st 
AS, Pope AFB, North Carolina.
 MSgt Ford hold three Associate degrees 
from the Community College of the Air 
Force; an Associates in Metal Working 
Technology, 2001; and Associates in 
Instructor Technology, 2003; and an 
Associates in Aviation Operations, 2005. 
He is also a distinguished graduate of the 
NCO Academy, 2002; and the Senior NCO 
Academy, 2003. He was named the 41st AS 
Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the 
Year for 2005. His decorations include the 
Air Medal (3 OLC); the AF Commendation 
Medal (2 OLC); the AF Achievement Medal 
(1 OLC); and, the Meritorious Service 
Medal.

Boom Operator
Senior Master Sergeant Todd Nelson Cole 

 Senior Master 
Sergeant Todd Nelson 
Cole is the Squadron 
Superintendent at the 
351st Air Refueling 
Squadron, Royal Air 
Force Mildenhall, 
United Kingdom
 SMSgt Cole was 

born in Washington, Pennsylvania, and 
entered the Air Force on 16 December 1988. 
In basic training he volunteered to become 
an enlisted aircrew member and went on to 
attend KC-135 Combat Crew Training at 
Castle AFB, California. Upon graduation, he 

Squadron at Little Rock Air Force Base, 
Arkansas in October, 1998. He was quickly 
upgraded from a mission navigator to 
instructor and evaluator. He participated in 
Operation DEEP FREEZE summer re-supply 
missions to Antarctica. In 2001, he was 
promoted to the rank of Captain. In 2002, 
he was re-assigned to Yokota Air Base, Japan. 
He was soon promoted to Chief Navigator, 
374th Operations Group Standardization 
and Evaluation.
 In November of 2004 he returned to Little 
Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, this time 
as a member of the 53d Airlift Squadron, 
a C-130E Formal Training Unit. Captain 
Fuller was selected as a member of ‘the Iraqi 
Advisory Support Team. He deployed for 6 
months to train the fledgling Iraqi Air Force.
 Captain Fuller holds a Master of 
Aeronautical Science from Embry-Riddle 
University and has completed Squadron 
Officer’s School. Recent achievements 
include being named the 314th Operations 
Group, Officer Aircrew Member of the Year 
for 2005 and the 374th Operations Group 
Instructor Navigator of the Year for 2003. 

Flight Engineer
Technical Sergeant Erik C. Thompson

 Technical Sergeant 
Erik C. Thompson is 
an Evaluator Flight 
Engineer, MC-130H, 
with the 15 SOS, 
Hurlburt Field, Florida. 
He has earned both an 
Associate of Applied 
Science degree in 

Aviation Operations from the Community 
College of the Air Force, and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Management 
from American Intercontinental University.
 Tsgt Thompson enlisted in the Air Force 
in May of 1993 and entered Basic Training 
in June of the same year. He began his career 
as a Helicopter Maintenance Apprentice, 
continuing on to Helicopter Maintenance 
Journeyman prior to cross-training and being 
assigned to Little Rock AFB, Arkansas, as a C-
130 Flight Engineer. He then progressed to 
Instructor and Evaluator prior to accepting 
an assignment to AFSOC as a MC-130H 
Flight Engineer.
 His awards and decorations include the 
John L. Levitow Award, 314th AW Airman 
Leadership School; Distinguished Graduate, 
Tyndall NCO Academy; 16 OG Lance P. Sijan 
Leadership Award, NCO category, 2004; 
16 SOW Henry “Red” Erwin Outstanding 
Enlisted Aircrew Member Award, NCO 
Category, 2005; Air Medal with 5 OLC; Aerial 
Achievement Medal with 1 OTC; Air Force 
Commendation Medal with 1 OLC; and the 
Air Force Achievement Medal with 2 OLC.

“Wars may be fought with 

weapons, but they are

won by men.

It is the spirit of the men

who follow and of

the man who leads that

gains the victory.”
–General George S. Patton

was assigned to the 71st ARS, Barksdale Air 
Force Base, Louisiana, flying KC-135 A and 
Q tankers. 
 While assigned to the 71st for four and 
a half years, he became an instructor and 
evaluator and was selected for Senior Airman 
below the zone. After his unit closed, he 
was assigned to the 97th ARS Fairchild 
AFB, Washington. During his two years at 
Fairchild, Sergeant Cole maintained his 
instructor and evaluator status in the KC-135 
R/ T while also performing other duties such 
as squadron scheduling and training flight.
 In 1996, he was hand selected for a test 
boom operator assignment at Edwards AFB, 
California. He went on to be qualified in the 
NKC/KC-135 B.E.R.T and KC-10. For over 9 
years. Sergeant Cole was on the cutting edge 
of technology, evaluating and certifying 
air refueling capabilities for numerous 
receivers in service today and receivers of 
the future. While at Edwards, he was also the 
Superintendent of Aircrew Training for the 
412th Operations Group.
 In January 2000, SMSgt Cole moved 
to England and is now assigned as the 
Superintendent of the 351st ARS. He 
received his Master of Aeronautical 
Science in Safety and Management 
Specializations in December 2005, and 
was named 2005 412th Operations Group 
Senior Non-Commissioncd Officer of the 
Year. He has been married for 15 years to 
the former Marietta Pedersen, and they 
have three children.
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2006 A/TA 
	 Young	Leadership	Awards

The Airlift/Tanker Association Young Leadership Award is
presented annually to twelve young people who have displayed

performance excellence, outstanding professional skill,
knowledge and leadership.

SSGT JAMES L. BRISCOE
HC-130P FLYING CREW CHIEF

 SSgt James L. Briscoe is an HC-130P Flying 
Crew Chief assigned to the 347th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron, 347th Rescue Wing. 
Moody AFB, Georgia. Born in Houston, Texas, 
Sergeant Briscoe attended St. Pius X High 
School, graduating in 1989. Growing up he 
was enthralled with aviation. In August 1992, 
he enrolled in Houston Community College’s 
Aviation Program where he earned his Airframe 

and Powerplant certification, along with his private pilot’s license. 
He also worked for Southern Airways in Miami, Florida, as a flight 
mechanic, until he enlisted in the Air Force in April 1996. He went 
directly to Basic Military Training where he developed his “can-do” 
attitude as a Basic Military Training Flight Leader. After graduation 
Sergeant Briscoe was sent to Sheppard AFB, Texas, for technical 
training, where he was chosen as a student leader and earned Honor 
Graduate distinction upon completion of the Aerospace Maintenance 
Apprentice Course.
 Sergeant Briscoe’s first duty assignment was to the 36th Airiift 
Squadron, Yokota Air Base, Japan, where he began sharpening his 
performance and leadership skills. In addition to being promoted to 
Senior Airman below-the-zone, he was selected ahead of his peers for 
Engine Run School and to become a C-130E Flying Crew Chief. In 
May 2000, Sergeant Briscoe was assigned to the 716th Maintenance 
Squadron, 16th Special Operations Wing, Duke Field, Florida, where 
he performed duties as an MC-130E Combat Talon I Flying Crew 
Chief. He was hand-selected to deploy to P’Yongyang, North Korea, 
to assist in repatriation of remains of two US servicemen from the 
Korean War. As a result, he was part of the first US military crew to 
land an aircraft in North Korea in over 20 years. He subsequently 
assisted over 30 combat missions supporting Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM, including a life-saving medical evacuation mission into 
an austere landing zone during Operation ANACONDA. In June 
2003, Sergeant Briscoe moved on to his next assignment with the 
728th Air Mobility Squadron, Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, working 
on transient C-5, C-141, C-17, C-130, and commercial carrier 
aircraft. Additionally, he broadened his maintenance expertise as a 
Maintenance Operations Center Coordinator.
 In July 2004, Sergeant Briscoe was assigned to Moody AFB, Georgia, 
where he currently performs as an HC-130P Flying Crew Chief. For 
his outstanding leadership, work ethic, and accomplishments, he was 
recently recognized as the Air Force Special Operations Command 
CMSgt Thomas Barnes Crew Chief of the Year for 2005. He is active 
in the Moody AFB Sober Ride program, Habitat for Humanity, and the 
Boys and Girls Club of Valdosta. Sergeant Briscoe’s military awards 
include the Air Medal (2 OLC), Aerial Achievement Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal, and the Air Force Achievement Medal (2 OLC).

STAFF SERGEANT JESSE A. DEAN
FORMAL TRAINING UNIT C-130E INSTRUCTOR LOADMASTER

 Staff Sergeant Jesse A. Dean is a Formal 
Training Unit Instructor for the 62d Airlift 
Squadron at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas. 
Sergeant Dean was born in Ruseburg, Oregon 
on 19 July 1979. He attended South Eugene 
High School in Eugene, Oregon and graduated 
in 1997. After graduation from high school he 
attended the Lane Community College for 3 
years. In August 2000, Sergeant Dean enlisted 

in the Air Force and left for Basic Training. Upon completion of Basic 
Training, Sergeant Dean attended technical school at Sheppard AFB, 
Texas. In February, 2001, he reported to Little Rock AFB, Arkansas, 
to complete Loadmaster training. Following technical school, 
he was assigned to the 61st Airlift Squadron at Little Rock AFB, 
Arkansas. In December 2002, as an Airman First Class, Sergeant 
Dean attended Loadmaster instructor school and was recognized as 
the “Distinguished Graduate.”
 Sergeant Dean has been on 8 deployments to the Middle East 
where he participated in Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and 
IRAQI FREEDOM. Sergeant Dean was handpicked to be one of 
two loadmasters on the first slick C-130 mission into Baghdad 
International. In January 2005, Sergeant Dean was recognized by 
the CENTAF Commander for aiding and directing construction of 
facilities, obtaining materials and much needed housing for both 
Iraqi students and their Advisory Support Team instructors at Ali 
Air Base, Iraq. His assistance was vital to establishing the first 
Iraqi C-130 Military Airlift Squadron (Squadron 23). Sergeant 
Dean received an Air Force Achievement Medal for his efforts 
and a CENTAF Commander’s Coin.
 After returning from deployment, Sergeant Dean was 
reassigned to the 62d Airlift Squadron. He graduated from Airman 
Leadership School in March of 2005 and was presented the John 
L. Levitow Award for Leadership and Academic Achievement by 
the 314th Airlift Wing Commander.
 Sergeant Dean received a degree in Aviation Operations from 
the Community College of Air Force in June 2005. He is currently 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Technology from 
Southern Illinois University.
 His awards and decorations include the Air Medal with one 
device, the Aerial Achievement Medal with one device, the Air 
Force Achievement Medal with one device, the Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, the Outstanding Unit Award with Valor and 
1 device, the Air Force Good Conduct Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Air Force Expeditionary Service 
Ribbon with Gold Border and two devices, and the Air Force 
Training Ribbon.



�7A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2006

STAFF SERGEANT JAMES E. EWING, JR.
EVALUATOR FLIGHT ENGINEER, C-130E

 Staff Sergeant James Ewing is a C-130E 
Evaluator Flight Engineer, currently serving as a 
C-130E Evaluator Flight Engineer, Coalition Air 
Force Transition Team (CAFTT) and US Advisor 
to New Al Muthana AB Iraq. The CAFTT 
operations provide expertise and advice on Iraqi 
Air Force organization, staffing, procurement, 
equipping, training, standards, air logistics, 
support facilities, air base operations and 

tactics for airlift operations in support of the New Iraqi Air Force 
and Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. He is assigned to the 37th Airlift 
Squadron, Ramstein AB, Germany.
 Sergeant Ewing was bom in Sacramento, CA where he attended 
Elk Grove High School, graduating in June 1992. He was an active 
member of the Civil Air Patrol. After graduating high school, SSgt 
Ewing attended California State University, Sacramento, before 
enlisting in the Air Force in 1994. After basic military training, 
Sergeant Ewing attended F-15 Aircraft Maintainer Course at Sheppard 
AFB TX. While at Sheppard, Sergeant Ewing served as the training 
squadron’s chief student leader, earning Distinguished Graduate.
 After leaving Sheppard, Sergeant Ewing was assigned to the 412th 
Test Squadron at Edwards AFB. There, he continued to demonstrate 
his leadership skills, instructing a hydraulics course tailored for F-15 
crew chiefs. This led to his selection for Senior Airman below-the-
zone. As an Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief on a multitude of F-15 
test models, Sergeant Ewing facilitated the testing of new equipment 
such as Pratt & Whitney and General Electric turbofan engines, 
advanced avionics testing, radar system upgrades and the advanced 
IR detection systems. In June 1997, Sergeant Ewing cross-trained 
into the flight engineer career field. Sergeant Ewing, while assigned 
to the 7th Airlift Squadron and the 4th Airlift Squadron, McChord 
AFB, Washington, performed missions as a C-141B flight engineer in 
support of the White House Military Office, Operations NORTHERN 
WATCH, SOUTHERN WATCH, JOINT FORGE and ENDURING 
FREEDOM. In October 2002, Sergeant Ewing was assigned to the 
37th Airlift Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, Germany, as a C-130E 
advanced weather aerial delivery system flight engineer. He shined 
there as chief engineer scheduler, earned Distinguished Graduate 
from C-130 instructor school and was selected to represent USAFE at 
AMC’s Rodeo, where his crew received accolades for the “Best Short 
Field Landing.” Sergeant Ewing now has over 300 combat hours and 
over 3,300 total flying hours in the C-130E and C-141B.
 His military decorations include the Air Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal with one 
Cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with four Clusters, Combat 
Readiness Medal, Air Force Good Conduct Medal with four Clusters, 
Air Force Recognition Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal with 
Bronze Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Kosovo Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with 
Gold Border, Air Force Longevity Service Ribbon with two Clusters 
and the Air Force Training Ribbon.

SENIOR AIRMAN BRENDON S. GLANZER
PERSONNEL JOURNEYMAN

 Senior Airman Brendon S. Glanzer is 
a personnel journeyman assigned to the 
36th Airiift Squadron, Yokota Air Base, 
Japan. He is 23 years old and was born in 
Hanford, California, on 22 September 1982. 
He attended Campbell County High School 
and excelled across the entire spectrum of 
school activities. Senior Airman Glanzer 
was on both the Campbell County High 

School football and wrestling teams and was a member of the 
school art club.
 After graduating from high school Senior Airman Glanzer 
enlisted in the Air Force on 12 July 2001. Upon completion of 
basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas, Senior Airman Glanzer 
began technical training as a personnelist at Keesler AFB, 
Mississippi. He was then assigned to Kunsan AB, South Korea. 
Senior Airman Glanzer is married to Keiko, and has three 
children. He is active in a local tennis school near Yokota AB, 
and is a liaison for volunteers at the Yokota Middle School. He 
was selected as the PACAF Personnelist of the Year for 2005, as 
well as 374th Operations Group Airman of the year for 2005. He 
is the recipient of the Joint Service Achievement Medal and has 
received many other medals, ribbons, and awards for his service 
in Iraq, and Korea.

CAPTAIN KEVIN S. GRISWOLD
C-17A INSTRUCTOR AIRCRAFT COMMANDER  |  WING EXECUTIVE OFFICER

 Captain Kevin S. Griswold is a C-17A 
Instructor Aircraft Commander assigned 
to the 62d Airlift Wing, McChord AFB, 
Washington. Captain Griswold was born in 
Garden Grove, California, on 4 December 
1977.
 He attended Garden Grove High School and 
excelled across the entire spectrum of school 
activities. After graduating from high school 

in 1996, Captain Griswold attended the U.S. Air Force Academy 
where he graduated in 2000 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Management. While at the Academy, Captain Griswold 
served as a Cadet Squadron Commander and Track and Field 
Team Captain. He also was a two time Mountain West Conference 
Champion in the 400 meters and holds the school record in the 
200 meters.
 Upon graduation from the Academy, Captain Griswold served 
as the Sprint Coach for the Air Force Academy Track and Field 
team. He completed Undergraduate Pilot Training at Columbus 
AFB, Mississippi, in 2002, earning Distinguished Graduate honors. 
After completing C-17A Initial Qualification, with Distinguished 
Graduate honors, Captain Griswold was assigned to the 4th Airlift 
Squadron. McChord Air Force Base. He has served as Chief of 
Squadron Scheduling, Operations Group Executive Officer, and 
Wing Executive Officer. He is married to the former Jennifer Engh 
of Laurel, Montana. They have a one-year old son, Cole.
 Captain Griswold is currently the President of the Pacific 
Northwest Chapter of the Airlift Tanker Association, and was selected 
as the 2005 62d Airlift Wing Command Staff Company Grade Officer 
of the Year. Captain Griswold has approximately 1,700 flying hours 
in the C-17A, and his military decorations include: an Air Medal, an 
Aerial Achievement Medal, a Meritorious Unit Award, an Air Force 
Outstanding Unit with Valor Award, three Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Awards, a National Defense Service Medal, a Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, a Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, the Air Force Longevity Service Ribbon, the Air Force Training 
Ribbon, and the Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon.

“The real leader has no need
to lead—he is content to

point the way.”
–Henry Miller 
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TECHNICAL SERGEANT BRIAN P. HILSCHER
APCC, CHANNEL MISSION MANAGER

 Technical Sergeant Brian P. Hilscher recently 
transferred to Scott AFB, Illinois and is now 
assigned to 18th Air Force Tanker/Airlift 
Control Center as an Aerial Port Control Center 
Channel Mission Manager. During the award 
period he was the NCOIC, Cargo Processing 
and NCOIC, Air Passenger Terminal Osan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea. While at Osan, he 
managed a multi-national force consisting of 

36 military and 14 Korean National employees. Sergeant Hilscher 
expertly controlled the expeditious movement of over 8 thousand 
tons of cargo and oversaw the day-to-day operations of the passenger 
terminal, providing timely and responsive processing of passengers 
arriving and departing the Republic of Korea.
 Sergeant Hilscher entered the Air Force in January 1994 and 
completed technical training as an Air Transportation Specialist at 
Lackland AFB, Texas, in April of the same year. Upon graduation he 
was assigned to the 623rd Air Mobility Support Squadron, Ramstein 
Air Base, Republic of Germany, where he served in the Aircraft 
Services flight. TSgt Hilscher was then stationed at McGuire AFB, 
New Jersey where he worked as a cargo expediter at the 721st Aerial 
Port Squadron and as a contingency response air cargo specialist at 
the 621st Air Mobility Operations Group. From there he went to the 
735th Air Mobility Support Squadron, Hickam AFB, Hawaii. While 
in Hawaii he worked as a cargo expediter, Air Terminal Operations 
Center NCOIC and NCOIC, Aircraft Services. In September of 2002 
he transferred to the 715th Air Mobility Operations Group, Hickam 
AFB, Hawaii where he was Headquarters Air Mobility Command 
Vehicle and Equipment Resources Manager for the Pacific Theater. 
From there he went on to Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea to 
complete a year-long unaccompanied remote tour.
 Sergeant Hilscher is married to the former Amy Pietraski. He has 
been deployed in support of Operations Desert Focus, Southern 
Watch, Joint Endeavor, Joint Guard, and Crisis Reach. His decorations 
include the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force 
Commendation Medal with one device, the Air Force Achievement 
Medal with three devices, the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with 
five devices, the National Defense Service Medal with one device, 
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the Armed Forces Service 
Medal and the North Atlantic Treat Organization Medal. His other 
achievements include the 715th Air Mobility Operations Group Staff 
NCO of the Year, 2001; and the 715th Air Mobility Operations Group 
Air Transportation NCO of the Year, 2005. He has an Associates Degree 
in Transportation Management with the Community College of the 
Air Force and a Baccalaureate Degree in Business Administration from 
Wayland Baptist University.

CAPTAIN JASON M. KALIN
READINESS FLIGHT COMMANDER

 Capt Jason M. Kalin is the Readiness Flight 
Commander assigned to the 49 Logistics 
Readiness Squadron, Holloman AFB, New 
Mexico. Capt Kalin was born in Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky, on 28 August 1971 and is 33 years 
old. He attended Alamogordo High School, 
graduating in 1990. He participated in many 
school sports, lettering five times in golf. Capt 
Kalin entered the Air Force in December 1991 

under the Delaycd Enlistment Program. He was called to active 
duty 14 April 1992. After completion of Basic Military Training at 
Lackland AFB, TX, in 1992, Capt Kalin completed technical training 
as an Information Management Specialist. He was then assigned to 
Gunter Annex, Alabama, as the Operations Directorate Information 
Manager. In March 1993, he was reassigned to the HQ Standard 

Systems Group Senior Enlisted Advisor’s Office as the Executive 
Assistant to the Senior Enlisted Advisor. In September 1997, after 
being handpicked as the driver for Gen Babbitt, the Air Force Materiel 
Command Commander, Capt Kalin PCSd to Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio.
 In May 2000, Capt Kalin departed for Officer Training School 
at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. Following Officer Training School, he 
received orders to Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, as a Logistics Planner. In 
August 2002. he was reassigned as the Readiness Flight Commander/
Installation Deployment Officer. In September 2003, he departed for 
his present position at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.
 He is a recipient of the AFCC Information Manager of the Year in 
1993, Airman of the Year for Air Force Materiel Command in 1998 
and a nominee for the prestigious 12 Outstanding Airman of the 
Year in 1998. Capt Kalin is a 1996 graduate of the Maxwell Air Force 
Base Airman Leadership School. Capt Kalin’s decorations include 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal 
with one oak leaf cluster, and the Air Force Achievement Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster and he has received many awards for his civic 
involvement. Capt Kalin is married. He and his wife Tiffany have one 
son, Hunter.

TECHNICAL SERGEANT CHARLES E. KING II
AIRCRAFT PROPULSION TECHNICIAN

 Technical Sergeant Charles E. King, II, is an 
Aircraft Propulsion Technician assigned to the 
446th Maintenance Squadron, McChord AFB, 
Washington. Charles was born on September 
12, 1966 in Los Angeles, California. He 
graduated from Garfield High School, Seattle, 
Washington in June of 1985. He excelled in 
the performing arts as a jazz and classical 
string bass player and continues to perform for 

numerous charitable events. In May 1987, Airman King enlisted in 
the Air Force and completed basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas. 
After basic training, he graduated from Munitions Technical School, 
Lowry AFB, Colorado. Airman King’s first duty station was with the 
57th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Nellis AFB, Nevada.
 As a munitions technician, Airman First Class King assembled, 
inspected, repaired, and maintained a large variety of munitions and 
weapons systems. In September 1990, he volunteered to augment 
the 37th Tactical Fighter Wing and deployed to Saudi Arabia in 
support of Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. In 
August 1991, Senior Airman King was discharged from active duty 
and enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserve with the 446th 
Field Maintenance Squadron, McChord AFB, Washington. Desiring 
to broaden his career path, Airman King chose to cross-train into 
the jet engine career field. In December 1991, he graduated from the 
Aerospace Propulsion Technical School, Chanute AFB, Illinois. Senior 
Airman King performed all aspects of the Pratt & Whitney TF33-
P7Ajet engine and the Garrett GTCP-85-106A APU maintenance, 
overhaul, and test for the C-141B aircraft. He received several letters 
of appreciation, “Airman of the Quarter” and “Look Sharp” awards, 
and was promoted to Staff Sergeant in 1993.
 As the wing transitioned from the C-141B to the new C-17 aircraft, 
Sergeant King obtained dual airframe qualifications and became a 
key trainer in the wing’s successful transition by 2000. Sergeant King 
attended NCO Academy in-residence and immediately put gained 
knowledge to work developing an error reducing inspection checklist. 
In September 2003, Sergeant King earned a promotion to technical 
sergeant under the Promotion Enhancement Program. In May 2005, 
Sergeant King volunteered for a presidential activation with the 62d 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron (AMXS), McChord AFB, Washington. 
The 62 AMXS handpicked him to become their shift lead 7-level jet 
supervisor, flight line expediter, and maintenance recovery team 
leader. His leadership and expertise further led to his selection to 
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recover two downrange aircraft grounded for engine difficulties. The 
results in each case allowed serviceable weapon systems to continue 
with critical missions.
 In November 2005, Sergeant King deployed to Al Udeid Air Base, 
Qatar in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. He is currently 
serving there as the lead jet engine specialist for three different types 
of Air Force transport aircraft and two types of commercial cargo 
aircraft. In July of 2005, the 62d Maintenance Group honored him 
as the Maintenance Technician of the Month. He also earned the 
446th Airlift Wing’s NCO of the Quarter award for the fourth quarter 
of 2005, and went on to be recognized as the 446th Airlift Wing’s 
NCO of the Year for 2005. His awards and accolades include: Air 
Force Commendation Medal, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Air 
Reserve Force Meritorious Service Medal with “M” device, National 
Defense Service Medal with one device, Southwest Asia Service Medal 
with two devices, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force 
Longevity with three devices, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with 
bronze device, NCO Professional Military Education Ribbon, Air 
Force Training Ribbon, Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), and 
the Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait).

CAPTAIN MATTHEW W. PETRO
FLIGHT COMMANDER. PLANS, EXERCISES AND TRAINING

 Capt Matt “Runt” Petro is a KC-135 Weapons 
Officer and Instructor Pilot assigned to the 18 
Operations Support Squadron, Kadena Air Base. 
Japan. He was born in Durango, Colorado on 30 
April 1973 and grew up in Lakewood. Colorado. 
He attended Bear Creek High School and 
excelled across the spectrum of school activities. 
Academically, he maintained a 3.2 GPA and 
was involved with Marching, Symphonic and 

Jazz Band. Athletically, he was a 4-year letterman in track and was 
also a 2-year letterman in football, finishing his senior year as an All-
Conference Defensive Back. Upon graduation from high school, Capt 
Petro attended the University of Colorado and enrolled in the Air Force 
ROTC program, where he excelled as a member of the Honor Guard, 
received the “Distinguished Graduate” Award at Field Training, and 
was selected for Undergraduate Pilot Training. He graduated in 1995 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Geography and was commissioned as 
a Second Lieutenant in May 1996.
 In June 1996, Capt Petro joined the AFROTC cadre as the Assistant 
to the Commander. He maintained oversight of several programs to 
include Civil Air Patrol Liaison and Det 105 Public Affairs Officer. In 
1997, he attended Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) at Vance AFB in 
Enid, Oklahoma. Upon graduation in 1998. he was selected for KC-135R 
training at Altus AFB, OK, then on to the 96th Air Refueling Squadron at 
Fairchild AFB, WA. As a copilot, Capt Petro deployed to several locations 
ranging from Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia, to Istres AB, France, 
in support of operations such as Operation ALLIED FORCE, Operation 
SOUTHERN WATCH, Operation NORTHERN WATCH and Operation 
JOINT FORGE. Additionally, he was hand-picked as primary copilot 
for the DTRA START Treaty Inspection airlift mission into Russia, the 
first-ever Active Duty KC-135 to accomplish the mission. Capt Petro 
served as assistant Safety Officer and Training Flight assistant until he 
upgraded to Aircraft Commander in March 2001.
 Soon after Capt Petro became an Aircraft Commander, terrorists 
attacked on 9/11 and he immediately deployed to Operation 
ENDURING FREEDOM, during which he flew 39 Combat Sorties, 
earning 3 Air Medals for his efforts. He was quickly selected for 
Instructor Pilot upgrade and rewarded with an assignment to the 
909th Air Refueling Squadron at Kadena Air Base, Japan. During 
his time in the 909th ARS, Capt Petro served as an Instructor Pilot 
and was selected to attend SOS in November 2002. Soon after his 
return, he was selected to attend the AMC Combat Aircrew Tactics 
Training course and became the 909th ARS Tactics Officer. His skills 

were recognized as he was chosen to be aircraft commander on the 
first-ever tanker mission refueling Japanese F-15s. Shortly aflerward, 
Capt Petro moved to the Wing Tanker Tactics Officer position in the 
18th OSS where his contributions as tanker mission planner helped 
the Wing earn an “EXCEELENT” rating in the 2003 ORI. In January 
2004 he attended the KC-135 Weapons Instructor Course, graduated 
in June and earned the “Best Research Paper” award. Upon returning 
to the 18th OSS, Capt Petro was chosen to be Flight Commander 
for the Plans, Exercises and Training Flight, garnering the 18th OSS 
CGO of the Quarter, Oct-Dec 2004. His strategic and operational 
expertise was critical in helping establish the Kadena Wing XP office. 
In his spare time, Capt Peiro plays guitar for his church praise team 
and volunteers as a youth coach and Vice President in the Okinawa 
Roller Hockey Association at Kadena Air Base. Epitomizing integrity, 
selflessness and dedication to the profession of arms, Capt Petro leads 
the charge!

CAPT ANTHONY R. VAHLE
HC-130P CO-PILOT

 Captain Anthony R. Vahle is a Co-Pilot 
assigned to the 563 RQG, Davis Monthan AFB, 
Tucson, Arizona. He graduated high school 
from Fairborne High School in his home 
town of Fariborne, Ohio in 1996. In 2001, 
Captain Vahle went on to attend Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Prescott, Arizona, 
where he earned a Bachelors of Science in 
Aeronautical Engineering. During his years 

at Embry Riddle, Captain Vahle succeeded in the rigors of ROTC, 
earning his commission in 2001.
 Following his commissioning, Captain Vahle attended pilot 
training at Vance AFB, Oklahoma. He received his pilot wings and 
aeronautical rating in 2003. He excelled in his upgrades to the C-
130E at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas. He finished his upgrade to the 
mighty HC-130P at the Special Operations School house at Kirtland 
AFB, New Mexico in 2004. Following his formal training, Captain 
Vahle joined the prestigious ranks of the 79 RQS, Davis-Monthan 
AFB, Tucson, Arizona in 2004.
 Captain Vahle quickly distinguished himself as a Combat 
Search and Rescue pilot in the 79th Rescue Squadron through his 
valiant efforts in the Global War on Terrorism. He proudly served 
in Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM HORN OF AFRICA. He flew 71 combat sorties amassing 
140.2 combat hours. Captain Vahle also provided over 2.000 hours 
of combat search and rescue and personnel recovery alert coverage. 
Captain Vahle is credited with 18 lives saved and six assists of 
coalition forces in the Global War on Terrorism. This meritorious 
service earned Captain Vahle two air medals, two aerial achievement 
medals, and the coveted 2005 Brigadier General Ross G. Hoyt 
Aircrew Award by the Air Force Association, recognizing “The Most 
Outstanding Air Refueling Aircrew in the Air Force.” Captain Vahle 
leads the way by exemplifying the Combat Search and Rescue motto 
“That others may live.”

“The leader must know, must know 
that he knows and must be able to 
make it abundantly clear to those 

about him that he knows.”
–Clarence B. Randall

Young Leadership Awards Continue >





CAPTAIN EDWARD R. WAGNER
CHIEF, C-17 BLOCK MANAGEMENT BRANCH

 Captain Edward R. Wagner is an acquisition 
officer assigned to the C-17 Systems Group, 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. He is 27 years 
old. Captain Wagner was born in Akron, 
Ohio, on 19 May 1978. He attended Stow-
Munroe Falls High School where he earned 
varsity letters in football, basketball, and 
baseball. He was also a member of the student 
government and dean’s list. Captain Wagner 

earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Management from the 
United States Air Force Academy in 2000. Upon graduation, he 
was accepted into the Management Honor Society.
 Captain Wagner’s first assignment was as an Aircraft Maintenance 
Officer at Charleston AFB, South Carolina, where he was selected 
as the Junior Company Grade Officer of the Year for the 437th 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron (2001). He was then assigned 
to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Ohio. Captain Wagner is a 
recent graduate of Squadron Officer School where he graduated 
in the top third of his class and was his Squadron’s nominee for 
the Commandant’s Leadership Award. Captain Wagner is married 
to the former Elizabeth Pickton. He is active in his local church, 
where he serves meals to the homeless in the Dayton area. He was 
selected as the Company Grade Officer of the Quarter (Jan - Mar 
05) for the Mobility Systems Wing. He was also an Aeronautical 
Systems Center finalist for the Program Management Support 
Award (2005). Captain Wagner is the recipient of the Air Force 
Achievement & Commendation Medals.

CAPTAIN LARA K. WILLS
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER C-17

 Captain Lara K. Wills is a C-17 Aircraft 
Commander assigned to the 728th Airlift 
Squadron, 446th Airlift Wing, McChord 
AFB, Washington. She was born in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, on 14 June 1977. She 
attended McKinney High School, where 
she participated in varsity soccer, cross 
country and track while maintaining a 
3.8 grade point average. She graduated 

in 1995 and subsequently enlisted in the Texas Air National 

Guard. She completed basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas. 
Upon graduation, she was assigned to the 136th Airlift Wing 
at Carswell AFB, Texas. She served in a variety of positions in 
operations, including the wing’s Command Post. Concurrent 
with her military service, she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Emergency Administration from the University of North Texas.
 During college in Texas, Captain Wills earned all of her 
civilian flight ratings and worked as a Certified Flight 
Instructor at McKinney Municipal Airport, McKinney, 
Texas. In 1999, Captain Wills was selected by the 728th 
Airlift Squadron for commissioning and pilot training. She 
attended Undergraduate Pilot Training at Laughlin AFB, Texas, 
where she received the Flying Training Award and was the 
Distinguished Graduate of her class. Captain Wills graduated 
from C-17A training at Altus AFB, Oklahoma, in 2002. In 
February 2003, she was called to active duty with her squadron 
as part of the first-ever Presidential C-17A unit mobilization to 
meet our nation’s global airlift needs in the war on terrorism. 
She directly contributed to her unit’s top performance in 
combat and, after two years of dedicated service, Captain 
Wills volunteered to remain on orders supporting contingency 
operations, not merely satisfied wilh doing her job, but staying 
on until it is done.
 In addition to her flying participation, Captain Wills 
attended Squadron Officer School in residence at Maxwell 
AFB, Alabama, in September 2005, receiving “Top Third” 
graduate distinction. Her military awards and decorations 
include the Air Medal with first oak leaf cluster, Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Combat Readiness Medal, Air Reserves 
Forces Meritorious Service Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary 
Service Ribbon with Gold Border, Air Force Longevity Service 
Award, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” device, and Air 
Force Training Ribbon.
 Captain Wills has been nominated for a third Air Medal, 
the Aerial Achievement Medal, and directly contributed to 
her squadron’s selection for the Meritorious Unit Award for 
outstanding achievement, as well as 446th Operations Group’s 
recent Air Force Outstanding Unit with Valor. She was selected 
as the Officer of the Quarter and, subsequently, for the year 
2005 for the 446th Airlift Wing.

“So nigh is Grandeur to our dust,
so near is God to man,

when Duty whispers low, ‘thou must,’
the youth replies, ‘I can.’”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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The Airlift/Tanker Association Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen Award is 
presented annually to an outstanding Air Transportation (2T2XX) 

individual for sustained excellence in aerial port operations.

2006 A/TA 
	 Halvorsen	Award

 Master Sergeant Curtis L. Palmer is an Air Transportation Specialist 
assigned as the Chief of Aircraft Services Flight, currently filling 
the Air Terminal Manager position, 89th Mission Support Group, 
Andrews AFB, Maryland. Master Sergeant Palmer was born in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, and attended Garfield High School, 
graduating in the top 10 percent of his class. He joined 
the Air Force on 18 May 1985 as an Air Transportation 
Specialist.
 Upon completion of basic military training and 
the Air Transportation Apprentice course at Sheppard 
AFB, Texas, Sergeant Palmer received a direct-duty 
assignment to Howard AB, Panama, where he was 
assigned to the Air Passenger Terminal. In 1986, 
Sergeant Palmer was selected for a Special Duty 
assignment at St. Louis, International Airport, where he 
worked Passenger Processing, Passenger Service Center, 
Lost and Found baggage, Air Terminal Operation 
Center and Quality Assurance duties. After serving six 
years at the commercial gateway, he was assigned to 
the Combat Readiness Flight at Incirlik AB, Turkey.
 In 1993, Sergeant Palmer departed for McGuire AFB, New Jersey, 
where he spent four years as a Duty Officer and Senior Controller in 
the Air Terminal Operation Center, 305th Aerial Port Squadron. In 
1998, he was selected for another short-tour assignment to Osan AB. 
Korea, where he was assigned to the 51st Transportation Squadron, 
Combat Readiness Flight. After 12 months in Korea, Sergeant Palmer 
was assigned to Headquarters, Air Mobility Command, Passenger 
Reservation Center (PRO), where he led a 15-person shop. After 18 
months in the PRC, Sergeant Palmer was requested by name to move 
to the Passenger and Fleet Policy staff. Two years later he was assigned 

to the Cargo Policy team.
 In 2003, Sergeant Palmer was again assigned to Incirlik AB, Turkey, 
39th Logistics Readiness Squadron, where he took on Air Terminal 
Operation responsibilities. He was deployed to Iraq for four months 

during this short tour assignment, ensuring safe 
transport of high-ranking personnel in an extremely 
hostile environment. He also spearheaded the Pakistani 
Earthquake Relief airbridge’s continuous operations 
delivering 1.6 short tons of supplies in a 36-day 
period.
 In December 2005, Sergeant Palmer was reassigned 
to the 89th Aerial Port Squadron at Andrews AFB, 
Maryland. There he provided direct Presidential 
support while assigned as the Chief of Aircraft Service. 
Sergeant Palmer was then selected to fill the squadron’s 
chief master sergeant vacancy as the Aerial Port’s Air 
Terminal Manager where he is currently managing the 
squadron manpower program and working key issues 
affecting the organization’s structure and operational 

readiness. He is responsible for the supervision of 115 personnel 
and personally directs mobility work centers during mobility and 
contingency operations.
 Sergeant Palmer’s military awards include: Bronze Star, Meritorious 
Service Medal with 1 oak leaf cluster, Air Force Commendation Medal 
with 3 oak leaf clusters, Air Force Achievement Medal with silver oak 
leaf cluster, Southwest Asia Service Medal with 2 devices, Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal and the Korean Defense Service Medal. 
Sergeant Palmer currently attends Park University and is working 
towards a bachelor’s degree in Senior Logistics Management, three 
classes shy of degree completion.

MSgt Curtis L. Palmer

“Too often the ground personnel are taken for granted or
overlooked in major air events that are outcome centered…”

–Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen

“The Berlin Candy Bomber”

Master Sergeant Curtis L. Palmer
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2006 A/TA 
	 Specialized	Mission	Award

The Airlift/Tanker Association Specialized Mission Award is presented
annually to an outstanding individual whose performance of duties

in support of an aerial air mobility mission is exceptionally
noteworthy during crises, contingencies, or humanitarian airlift.

This award is presented to career fields not covered by the
Huyser Award categories.

 Technical Sergeant Shannon D. McBee is the NCOIC, Plans and 
Operations for the 43d Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron (AES), 
Pope AFB, North Carolina.
 TSgt McBee entered the Air Force on 19 January 1993, and after 
basic training attended technical school at Sheppard AFB, Texas. 
After graduating from tech school with honors, he 
was assigned to Lackland AFB, Texas for Clinical Phase 
II Training and worked in the Medical Intensive Care 
Unit. He became the unit’s primary preceptor for all 
incoming technicians. In October 1996, he attended 
the School of Aerospace Medicine and became an 
aeromedical evacuation technician (AET). Later, he 
was assigned to Pope AFB , North Carolina..
 TSgt McBee became a qualified AET in Apil 1997. In 
January 1999, he was the NCOIC, Medical Readiness. 
In March 1999, he deployed to Tuzia AB, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, where he flew 5 combat aeromedical 
missions and was instrumental in the movement of 
57 American soldiers and 3 multinational patients. 
He was awarded the Eagle Base Outstanding Achiever 
for his efforts. In April 2000, he deployed to Skopje, 
Macedonia, in support of JOINT GUARDIAN. He flew 6 combat 
aeromedical missions evacuating 3 urgent, 11 priority and 24 
routine patients.
 In 2000, as NCOIC, Mobility, he was awarded the AMC Medical 
Readiness NCO of the Year. In September 2000, TSgt McBee became 
the Squadron Facility Manager and was the squadron lead for a $1.5 
million facility expansion project in conjunction with Base CE and 
Contracting. The project was completed 2 months early. In August 
2001, he became a Ground Training Instructor. In this position, 
he was responsible for sustainment tactical ground training of 174 
deployment positions. He was hand-picked by AMC/SG to train 11 
ARC nurses and technicians for Just- in-Time Training.
 On 14 October 2001, he deployed with a mobile aeromedical 
staging facility (MASF) in support of Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM. This MASF was the first aeromedical support on the 
ground in Afghanistan. He was responsible for processing 40K Ibs of 
cargo for 5 AE element moves, allowing seamless patient movement 
throughout the AOR. He also provided evacuation of 34 casualties via 
tactical airlift using combat onload and offload techniques.
 In 2003, he deployed to Kuwait as Assistant NCOIC, Crew 

Management Cell in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. While 
there, he provided expert mission management of 53 transient crews 
and achieved 100% on-time departures. He also coordinated with 
AECT to arrange direct airflow for movement of fallen American 
heroes.

 In November 2004, TSgt McBee became the NCOIC, 
Plans and Operations. He was the lead AE planner of 
the 43d Airlift Wing ORE/ORI. He conducted intensive, 
regimented training, helping the 43 AES receive 
an “Outstanding” for the ORI and the MASF being 
recognized as 43 OG Top Performers. In September 
2005, he deployed to Al Udied, Qatar, as an AET, in 
support of OIF/OEF. While there, he flew 24 combat 
and combat support missions moving over 300 sick 
and wounded patients.
 Involved in community and veterans affairs, Tsgt 
McBee is an active member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He organized a welcome home party for 1,000 
soldiers and family members of the 82d Airborne from 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. He organized a motorcycle 
ride to get toiletries and books for veterans in the VA 

hospital, and was in the Color Guard in the Fayetteville Veterans Day 
Parade. He retired 120 American flags with dignity on Flag Day. He 
raised $500 for the Fischer House Foundation. TSgt McBee is married 
to Pamela and has 2 children, Aaron age 14, and Derious age 6.
 Tsgt McBee has completed 13+ hours towards his Associate Degree 
in Allied Health Sciences. His awards and decorations include: AMC 
Medical Readiness NCO of the Year 2000, AMC Mobility Air Force 
AE Excellence in Leadership Award (Ground Training) Team of the 
Year Award 2002. Air Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Air 
Force Achievement Medal (3 oak leaf clusters), Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award (3 oak leaf clusters and valor device), Combat Readiness 
Medal, Air Force Good Conduct Medal (4 oak leaf clusters), Air Force 
Recognition Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal (1 bronze star), 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal (with 1 
bronze star), Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Air Force 
Expeditionary Service Ribbon with gold border, Air Force Longevity 
Service (with 3 oak leaf clusters), USAF NCO PME Graduate Ribbon 
(with 1 oak leaf cluster), Small Arms Expert Marksmanship (with 1 
bronze star), Air Force Training Ribbon, and the NATO Medal.

TSgt Shannon D. McBee

“…any citizen should be willing to give all that he has to give his country
in work or sacrifice in times of crises.”

–Eleanor Roosevelt

Technical Sergeant Shannon D. McBee
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 Captain Lance C. Burnett is a MC-130H Instructor Navigator assigned 
to the 15th Special Operations Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Florida. He 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Kinesiology from Texas A&M 
University in 1994.
 Capt Bumett graduated from Officer Training School 
in August of 1996. He then attended Joint Undergraduate 
Navigator Training (JUNT) at NAS Pensacola, Florida. He 
finished his navigator training at Randolph AFB, Texas 
and received his wings in 1998. His first flying assignment 
was Dyess AFB, Texas. where he was assigned as Evaluator 
Navigator and Group Tactician to the 39 AS and 317 AG, 
respectively, from 1998-2003. Capt Burnett completed 
Squadron Officer School in residence in 2001. Capt Burnett 
attended MC-130H initial qualification at Kirtland AFB, 
New Mexico and then proceeded to Hurlburt Field, Florida, 
in 2004. Since then, he has been assigned to the 15 SOS.
 Active in his community, Capt Burnett was a volunteer 
for local relief efforts and community clean-up in the wake 
of Hurricanes Ivan, Dennis and Katrina. Capt Bumett has 
been awarded five Air Medals for Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, and 
IRAQI FREEDOM; and has received accolades as the 317 AG CGO of the 
Quarter and the 39 AS Instructor Navigator of the Quarter.
 Captain Lance Bumett exhibited extraordinary courage, airmanship 
and valor between 28 June and 11 July 2005 while conducting emergency 
resupply airdrops in NE Afghanistan that saved the lives of nearly 
140 Special Operations Forces (SOF) conducting rescue and recovery 
operations in the extreme mountainous terrain of Afghanistan’s most 
violent region. The culmination of his efforts resulted in the successful 
rescue of the sole-surviving member of a four man Navy SEAL team 
ambushed by the Taliban and recovery of 19 human remains following 
the shoot-down of a U.S. Army MH-47 helicopter by anti-coalition forces 
on the night of 28 June 2005.
 Captain Bumett was flying a combat mission in support of Operation 
ENDURING FREEDOM when he was notified via radio of an urgent 
retasking. Earlier that day, a four-man SEAL team was performing a 
clandestine reconnaissance mission in the heart of Taliban territory. 
Despite their concealment, they were discovered and outnumbered by 
enemy forces who immediately engaged the four-man team. Knowing they 
were outnumbered and surrounded, the SEALs called for the on-call Quick 
Reaction Force (QRF) to execute an emergency exfiltration from the area. 
While approaching the Landing Zone (LZ) on a 9,000 foot precipice, the 
lead MH-47 was shot down by anti-coalition forces killing all 16 personnel 
onboard. Due to constant enemy fire, the remaining helo assault force was 
forced to abort the mission and returned to the Intermediate Staging Base 
(1SB). Within minutes, SOF in the region planned and launched a rescue 
mission to recover the four SEALs and any survivors from the MH-47.
 Immediately upon landing from his original mission, Captain Bumett 
planned a low-level ingress route to a Forward Operating Base (FOB) near the 
crash site. Approaching the objective, he skillfully directed a Self-Contained 

2006 A/TA General P. K. Carlton 
	 Award	for	Valor

The Airlift/Tanker Association General P.K. Carlton Award for Valor is
presented annually to an individual who demonstrates courage, 

strength, determination, bravery and fearlessness during a
combat, contingency or humanitarian mission

during the previous calendar year.

Captain Lance C. Burnett

Captain Lance C. Burnett
Approach (SCA) to the blacked-out airfield and established a Forward Area 
Refueling Point (FARP). Over the next 48 hours, he airlifted fuel into the 
loosely controlled FOB and remained on the runway vulnerable to enemy 
attack enabling four MH-47 helicopters to “hot gas”. The FARP allowed 

continuous insertion of Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) 
forces and SOF into the area, rapidly building combat power 
in the vicinity of the crash site, however, the extreme terrain 
and frequent enemy engagements soon took their toll on 
the rescue/recovery teams.
 With food and water depleted and ammunition at 
critically low levels, the teams made a desperate call for an 
immediate emergency resupply airdrop to prevent being 
overrun. With only an hour’s notice, Captain Bumett 
planned the complex resupply mission. He quickly 
identified that terrain surrounding the 3 tactical drop 
zones (DZ) would render the aircraft’s terrain following 
system useless. The first DZ sat on a very small rock 
outcropping at 9,500 feet on the edge of a “bowl” with 
5,000 foot drop-offs on all sides. The second DZ sat on 

an intermediate ridgeline down in the bowl, and the third sat near the 
bottom of the bowl. Surrounding terrain and need for pinpoint accuracy 
forced similar run-in courses over areas known to conceal Taliban 
fighters at dangerously low altitudes.
 Ten minutes from the airdrop, surveillance aircraft orbiting over the 
objective area reported troops in contact less than a mile from the run-in 
course. Undeterred, Capt Hurnett and crew continued their low level flight 
using terrain masking to minimize detection. Without room for error, Capt 
Bumett made sure that none was required. Using his NVGs, Capt Bumett 
quickly spotted the covert markings, updated his onboard systems and put 
the first Container Delivery System load dead center on the narrow plateau. 
Having lost the element of surprise, Capt Bumett setup for the next two 
drops down in the bowl.
 Extreme terrain surrounding the two DZs forced extremely steep 
descent profiles from the initial point to release. In addition, poor 
moon illumination created a “black hole” around the targets, making it 
impossible for the pilots to acquire terrain, even with their NVGs. Like a 
seeing-eye dog, he skillfully guided the blind pilots using his radar and 
executed perfect drops into the tiny, covertly marked clearings. Over the 
following nights, Capt Burnett repeated six consecutive missions, often 
replanning the mission and drop zone inflight to accommodate teams 
evading or engaged with the enemy. In all, he airdropped 38,000 pounds of 
medical supplies, ammunition, food, and water to ten different tactical DZs. 
Capt Bumett’s skill and conspicuous acts of valor saved nearly 140 lives, 
rescued the lone NAVSOF survivor, and honorably returned the remains of 
19 American heroes on these “no-fail” missions.
 For demonstrating courage, strength, determination, bravery 
and fearlessness during combat Captain Lance Bumett truly 
deserves the honor of receiving the 2006 A/TA General P. K. 
Carlton Award for Valor.
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News	&	ViewsMobility

 September 11, 2001, is a day no American 
will ever forget, and Airmen serving around 
the world took time on Patriots Day to 
reflect on events just five years ago.
 Flags flew at half-staff and Airmen observed 
moments of silence around the world to 
commemorate the solemn anniversary. 
Coalition forces and sister services joined 
Airmen for silent 
reflections and 
memorial services 
at  f o r w a r d-
deployed locations 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Southwest Asia 
while coalition 
members from the 
Australia Defense 
Force, Japan Air 
Self Defense Forces 
and Republic of 
Korea Air Forces 
joined Airmen for 
a memorial service 
at Ali Air Base, 
Iraq. 
 At Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, more 
than 100 Airmen, Marines, Sailors, Soldiers 
and civilians gathered for a silent candle 
service. 
 Airmen with the 385th Air Expeditionary 
Group at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, marked 
this year’s Patriots Day observance with 
sorties originating from the group’s three 
locations at Incirlik, Manas AB, Kyrgyzstan, 
and its squadron in Southwest Asia. These 
sorties commemorated the three attack sites 
– New York, Washington and Pennsylvania 
– during the terrorist attack on 9/11.  
 C-17 Globemaster IIIs with the 385th AEG 
took off at separate times to commemorate 
the events of 9/11. All the departure times 
were set exactly fives years to the date of the 
attack. The first C-17 took flight at 3:46 p.m., 
EEST (Turkey time), to commemorate when 
Flight 11 hit the North Tower of the World 
Trade Center at 8:46 a.m. EDT. The second 
Globemaster took to the sky at 4:03 p.m., 
EEST, to commemorate when Flight 175 hit 
the South Tower of the World Trade Center 
at 9:03 a.m. EDT. The third C-17 took off 
at 4:37 p.m., EEST, to commemorate when 
Flight 77 hit the west side of the Pentagon 
at 9:37 a.m. EDT. The last C-17 took off at 
5:03 p.m., EEST, to commemorate Flight 93 
that crashed in a Pennsylvania field. 
 “As one part of the whole mobility team 

38�th AEG C-�7s Commemorate 9/��
deployed in support of the war on terrorism, 
the 385th AEG wanted to remind (its 
Airmen) and the world of the significance 
of this day,” said Col. Mike Cassidy, 385th 
Air Expeditionary Group commander, who 
is deployed here from the 60th Airlift Wing 
at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. “It is our small 
way to punctuate the moments when our 

great nation was 
attacked.”
 Reflecting on 
that particular day, 
today’s Airmen were 
from many different 
walks of life and 
now are focused 
on providing air 
power critical 
for warfighters 
throughout the area 
of operation.
 “ S e p t e m b e r 
11th confused 
me, horrified me 
and angered me,” 
said Maj. James 

Flanders of the 376th Air Expeditionary 
Wing at Manas AB. “It reconfirmed my 
decision to join the military. I’ve met 
dozens of Airmen since then who say they 
made the decision to join the military on 
that day. I know why they joined and am 
proud to serve with them.”
 Tech. Sgt. David Medrano had just moved 
to Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, to be a 
training instructor. 
 “As the story unfolded, many emotions 
came and went,” said Sergeant Medrano 
who is now assigned to the 376th 
Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron at Manas AB. “I was very 
angry. I decided I would pour everything 
I had into becoming a training instructor. 
I explained to my Airmen that everyone 
had their own reason for enlisting, and 
they should honor those who died by 
being at their best.”
 “I was in ninth grade Army Junior ROTC 
when I heard about what was happening,” 
said Airman 1st Class Ryan Potts of the 
376th Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron at Manas AB. “I remember 
being in total shock and disbelief. After 
the events of 9/11, I decided to join the 
military because I had a new respect for 
our country and patriots who had fought 
for our freedom.”

Col. Gregory Perkinson, 386th Expeditionary Mis-
sion Support Group commander, and Airmen of 
the 386th Air Expeditionary Wing salute during a 
9/�� memorial service September �� in Southwest 
Asia.(U.S. Air Force photo/SSgt. Ryan Hansen)

Dover AFB Receives New 
Maintenance Trainer 
by Senior Airman James Bolinger,
�36th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

 The Avionics Modernization Program, 
also known as AMP, is changing the way 
C-5 Galaxies are flown by streamlining the 
aircaft to emulate civilian aircraft.
 In addition to installing new 
communications and navigation panels, 
dials are being replaced with multi-function 
display units. These new AMP systems not 
only impact the pilots who fly the planes, 
but also the maintainers who fix them. 
 For that latter reason, Air Mobility 
Command and Air Education and Training 
Command officials decided to commission 
a simulator to be used when instructing 
the maintainers who will fix avionics AMP 
systems on C-5s. 
 The trainer was designed by Aeronautical 
Radio Incorporated and is known as the 
Combined Avionics Systems Trainer.
 The biggest advantage to a new trainer is 
improved quality of education, said Master 
Sgt. Mark Ruehr Headquarters AMC C-5 
Trainer Development Team chief. 
 “(Currently) on the flightline, one C-5 
will be designated a trainer for the day,” said 
Sergeant Ruehr. “The problem with working 

on an actual aircraft is the inability to break 
something so students can learn how to fix 
it. We can’t cut a wire on a plane just for 
training purposes. 
 “That’s what is nice about the CAST; the 
instructor can simulate a broken wire or 
inoperative component, and something in 
the cockpit will stop working,” he said. “The 
students get hands-on experience trouble-
shooting the problem and finding a solution.” 
 The new CAST combines several avionics 
trainer predecessors, some of which were 
more than 40 years old, said Don Peel, 
436th Maintenance Operations Squadron 
Maintenance Training Flight chief. Both 

A full-scale model of a C-� Galaxy cockpit, 
called a combined avionics systems trainer, 
or CAST, will be used by instructors at Do-
ver AFB, Delaware, to help train maintainers 
who will fix avionics systems on the C-�.  
(U.S. Air Force photo/SrA James Bolinger)

continues on page 43 >
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trainers focused on airframe avionics or 
electronics on the C-5. However, the new 
trainer supports all of the AMP systems as 
well as the older pre-AMP systems. 
 “It was AMC’s intent to make a trainer 
as closely related to the aircraft as 
possible. Many of the parts of the trainer 
are interchangeable with the plane,” said 
Sergeant Ruehr. 
 The trainer comprises five separate 
sections including a forward cockpit station, 
navigator station, an aircraft silhouette, an 
avionics station and an instructor station. 
 The cockpit station of the trainer 
replicates the C-5 flightdeck as closely as 
possible, said Sergeant Ruehr. 
 According to a CAST fact sheet, the 
cockpit is full-scale, has six working multi-
function display units and two of three 
multi-function control units. It also has 
pilot seats so students can practice working 
in the actual space available on the plane. 
 The navigator station is exactly what 
would be seen on a C-5, said Sergeant 
Ruehr. It has a modified intercom system 
monitor and control panels and provides 
an interface to the embedded global 
positioning system. 
 The aircraft silhouette station emulates 
C-5 flight control surface movement. The 

movable flight controls include ailerons 
(roll), elevators and horizontal stabilizer 
(pitch), and rudder (yaw). Movement 

of the surfaces is controlled by various 
automatic flight control systems or manual 
operator inputs from the flight station. The 
simulator serves two purposes: to stress 
safety practices between a ground observer 
and flight station and to confirm of proper 
surface movement during operational 
checks. 
 The avionics station is the largest section 
of the trainer. It matches the airframe from 
the wiring down to the ventilation duct work. 
It has two aircraft avionics bays for storing 
pieces of the C-5 AMP system, pieces similar 

to the tower of a desktop computer. It also 
includes non-avionics equipment, like the 
duct work which causes interference similar 
to what a maintainer faces on the flightline. 
 “On the duct there is a connector which 
many maintainers have injured themselves 
on,” said Sergeant Ruehr. “They will be 
working in this small space then stand up 
quickly and bump their head. We included 
it so students get practice avoiding it and 
don’t hurt themselves on the flightline.” 
 The instructor station is connected to 
every section of the trainer and the teacher 
can input 193 different faults into the 
system, or break the system 193 different 
ways, said Sergeant Ruehr. 
 The CAST will be used to certify Airmen 
who already are working on the flightline 
for the maintenance of C-5 AMP equipment 
without the use of an operational aircraft, 
according to the fact sheet. 
 It also will be used to qualify future 
maintainers who are still in technical school 
working on obtaining their basic 3-level badges. 
 Sergeant Ruehr expects to have flightline 
Airmen using the trainer by October and 
technical school students by November. 
 This is an example of how AMC and AETC 
incorporate innovation into training to 
prepare warfighters to complete the mission.

 Reunited in a hotel ballroom just outside 
Washington, D.C., a small group of former 
Army Air Corps members were presented 
with long-overdue medals in a ceremony 
on 9 September. 
 Gen. Ronald E. Keys, Air Combat 
Command commander, presented Francis 
Goldberg, John Bucko, John McCurdy 
and Eugene Peterson with Bronze Star 
medals they had been authorized to wear 
for more than 62 years but were never 
given to them. Kay Nehring also received 
a Bronze Star on behalf of her father, 
Charles Nehring. 
 “It gives me great pleasure to be here 
today, because this is important business 
to take care of,” General Keys said before 
the presentation. “This represents a lot 
for the warriors of today are standing on 
your shoulders, the shoulders of giants.” 
 The men, who traveled from across the 
country to attend, served in the 39th Troop 
Carrier Squadron. They were just a few 
names from a long list of Airmen from the 
317th Troop Carrier Group named on the 
orders authorizing the medal for actions 
made 30 January through 1 February 1943, 
while stationed in the Pacific theater. They 
were responsible for delivering paratroopers 
into combat, and had often come under fire. 
 It was a case of a missing “z” that led to 
the evening’s ceremony, said Mr. Bucko, who 

spelled his name as Buczko during the war. 
 “I had written some articles in the 
past, and one of my readers was a guy 

who researches military records,” he said. 
“During one of his researches, he noticed 
that during the war, I spelled my name 
differently and he wanted to know why 
I dropped the ‘z’ later on. I didn’t know 
who this guy was, calling me up and asking 
about it, but then he also asked if I had a 
Bronze Star, and I answered that I didn’t. 
Then he told me he had papers that said I 
was owed one.” 
 From there, the story ended up in the 
hands of Ann Rothrock, a history buff who 
joined the 39th Troop Carrier Association 
with her husband to learn more about World 

World War II Vets Receive Bronze Stars After 6� Years
by Staff Sgt. Julie Weckerlein. Air Force Print News

War II. The association reunites members of 
the 39th TCS annually. 
 “It was really an amazing story,” she said. 

“Once we were sure the orders were 
authentic, I started looking up the names 
and trying to find them and make this 
right.”
 With use of the Internet, she tracked 
down members across the nation. A 
number of men had already passed away. 
Some couldn’t be found. But she persisted.
 “It was so nice to be able to call these 
men and tell them they were going to be 
awarded for their service after all these 
years,” she said. “You could hear the 
surprise and the humility in their voices.” 
 With the association’s annual reunion 
quickly approaching, Mrs. Rothrock got 
in touch with the Langley Air Force Base, 

Va., office of General Keys, who took an 
immediate interest and agreed to present the 
medals in a ceremony. 
 Eugene Peterson, who brought members 
of his family to the event, said he enjoys 
being around his wartime buddies again. 
 “We weren’t over there to receive any 
medals,” he said. “You don’t remember 
the specific battles or things like that. You 
remember the fun times you had with them, 
the trouble you got into. We all just did our 
jobs over there the best we could, and just 
tried to get back to our families.” 

39th Troop Carrier Squadron members wearing the Bronze 
Stars they were awarded for their actions 6� years age.
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 Celebration activities for the KC-135 
Stratotanker’s 50 years of service culminated 
in a banquet held on 9 September at the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
 More than 400 military and civilian 
guests, mostly past and present crewmen, 
maintainers, community leaders and elected 
officials, gathered to celebrate the historic 
event. 
 Lt. Gen. Christopher A. Kelly, vice 
commander of Air Mobility Command at 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, was the keynote 
speaker. The general, a command pilot with 
more than 3,900 flying hours, spoke of the 
challenges of air 
refueling. 
 “Aviation, by 
its very nature, 
is inherently 
d a n g e r o u s , ” 
he said. “Let’s 
c o m p o u n d 
that now by 
saying we are 
going to take 
another airplane 
– you name the 
size – from a 
C-5 (Galaxy) 
down to an 
F-16 (Fighting 
Falcon) or 
anything in between, that has an air refueling 
receptacle.
 “We are going to drive that second airplane 
at about 300 mph up behind another airplane 
that happens to have a boom device on 
it. We are going extend that boom out to 
approximately 25 feet, and we are going to 
ask these two airplanes to join together,” 
General Kelly said. “Then through a small 
device, we are going to pump highly volatile 
kerosene fuel from one airplane to another.
 “Does it sound remarkable? Does it sound 
miraculous? It is a miracle to me.” 
 General Kelly expressed pride in the 
remarkable people who fly and maintain the 
KC-135 Stratotanker.
 “They help us preserve our freedom, 
preserve those things we hold most dear 
and continue to build on the foundation 
our forefathers and those folks who 
have served this great nation to this very 
moment have built,” he said. “And we all 
need to remember that, ‘Nobody wins wars 
without tanker gas!’” 

KC-135’s Intregal Piece of Air Moblity Mission
 While the multi-role tanker’s primary 
mission is to refuel Air Force, sister service 
and coalition aircraft, it also fills other jobs, 
including airlifting cargo, transporting 
passengers, medically evacuating patients and 

KC-�3�’s �0 Years Of Service Recognized – Replacement Needed
flying reconnaissance all around the world. 
 “You can truly experience all of the missions 
of the Air Force from the KC-135,” said Lt. 
Col. Bryan Crutchfield, 350th Air Refueling 
Squadron commander at McConnell Air 
Force Base, Kan. “We fly and fight to enable 
air mobility around the world.” 
 The 22nd Air Refueling Wing at McConnell 
AFB is one of only four active duty KC-135 
Stratotanker wings in the Air Force, the 
colonel said. Along with the Reserve’s 931st 
Air Refueling Group there, the fleet of 40 
KC-135s flew 6,200 sorties, 2,800 combat 
missions and off-loaded more than 1 billion 
pounds of fuel in support of operations in 

2005. 
 The aging 
tanker has 
received several 
upgrades over 
the years to 
the point it 
is almost a 
c o m p l e t e l y 
different aircraft 
than when it 
first flew in the 
‘50s, said the 
colonel who 
has flown the 
S t r a to tanke r 
for nearly 
11 years and 

accumulated more than 3,000 flying hours. 
 The 22nd ARW is the only wing with the 
KC-135R/T model, which can receive in-flight 
fuel as well as dispense it. 
 “It saves time and work hours, and it gets 
other aircraft back so maintainers can start 
to work on them,” the colonel said. “It’s 
more efficient.” 
 The capability allows one tanker to 
stay on station longer to respond to more 
support requests by taking on other tankers’ 
remaining fuel and letting them return to 
base. This also reduces fuel spent keeping 
additional aircraft flying. Fuel consumption 
is important in combat zones where nine of 
McConnell’s KC-135 are currently deployed 
to support the war on terrorism. 
 “It’s a huge fuel conservation effort for the 
Air Force,” said the colonel from Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 
 The KC-135 received upgrades to the 
engines, avionics and the cockpit to increase 
takeoff load, fuel efficiency and reduce 
operation costs. Some KC-135s models 
received fuel pod dispensers on the wing tips 
that allow a tanker to refuel two aircraft at one 
time as long as they have a refuel probe. 
 McConnell’s KC-135s are 1957 and 1963 
aircraft and yet they are completely dependable 
with a great mission capable rate, thanks to the 
wing’s maintainers, the colonel said. 

 “The KC-135 is an amazing aircraft and 
continually a workhorse in the theater,” 
Colonel Crutchfield said. “I don’t think 
anybody thought it would fly as long as it 
has. But with all the upgrades it has received. 
It is a much different airplane than it was in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s.”

Replacement Tanker Needed Now
“The Air Force must start buying new 
tankers now since it will take decades to 
replace its aging KC-135 Stratotankers…” 
said Air Force Secretary Michael W. Wynne, 
“…the service cannot buy its next fleet of 
tankers – as yet to be determined – any 
faster than the Air Force bought them in the 
1950s and 1960s. 
 “We want it as soon as possible,” he told a 
roundtable discussion group at the Air Force 
Association’s 2006 Air and Space Conference 
and Technology Exposition in Washington, 
D.C., on 26 September.
 “There is no interest here in any kind of 
delay,” he said. 
 The same day the secretary made that 
statement, and a day after the Air Force put 
out a draft request for bids on a new tanker, 
the Boeing Company announced it had 
the aircraft the Air Force needs -- its 777 
commercial airliner. 
 However, the service does not suggest 
who the manufacturer should be. In 
February, in testimony before the House 
Armed Services Committee subcommittee 
on projection forces, Lt. Gen. Donald J. 
Hoffman said as much. 
 “It should be a new aircraft, a commercial 
derivative, and I think we ought to buy one 
kind,” said the general, military deputy for Air 
Force acquisition. “The first 100 (should) all 
look the same.” 
 However, the secretary said the Air Force 
could select more than one tanker aircraft. That 
may be a good thing for the service, he said. 
 “That having been said, we are fully 
committed to an open and fair competition 
and we will test the market when the 
opportunity presents it,” Secretary Wynne 
said. “But this initial buy looks to me like we 
have a preference for a single award.” 
 Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael 
Moseley said the tanker issue continues to be 
a top priority. 
 “The single point failure for everything 
we do – global strike, globalized air bridges, 
global mobility – is the jet tanker,” General 
Moseley said. 
 With a fleet of KC-135s averaging 45 years 
in age, the general said, the Air Force “still 
can’t deploy into the Arabian Gulf.” 
 “So when you ask about the priorities, 
this is a high priority – to be able to get on 
with this program and field this system,” 
he said.

A B-�B Lancer connects with a KC-�3� Stratotanker refuel-
ing boom over the Indian Ocean on Friday, 7 July �006. The 
B-� was flying a close-air support mission in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. The B-� and KC-�3� aircraft are 
stationed at a forward operating base in Southwest Asia. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/SrA Brian Ferguson)
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 Imagine this. You’re at FL 370, 450 knots, 
three hours away from your destination in 
the AOR. Then the radio squawks, “Reach 
333, clearance to overfly Bumdahar airspace 
is denied. State intentions. Sector out.” 
You and your ‘co’ look at one another’s 
frustrated faces as you acknowledge and 
think, “why didn’t those knuckleheads in 
the TACC take care of this?!” 
 Now let’s jump to modern day. Yep, 
modern day. That’s because it’s extremely 
unlikely that you have been the recipient 
of this type of radio call over the past two 
years. Why? Because the experts in the 
TACC have been aggressively implementing 
information technology enhancements 
designed to make the crewdog’s life just a 
bit easier (well, at least from the mission 
planning perspective)!
 How unlikely is such a radio call? Very 
unlikely, according to Major Andrew 
Shelton, Chief of TACC International 
Clearance Branch who said, “In FY05 there 
were only 10 mission delays out of 190,000 
diplomatic clearances processed.” Not a 
bad record for a shop which has seen a 700 
percent increase in clearance requests with 
only a 33 percent increase in manning since 
9/11. In fact, their monthly FY05 average 
was over 16,500 clearance requests processed 
with less than 1 delay per month. To help 
you understand the improvements, prior to 
9/11, they averaged less than 2,500 requests, 
yet had multiple delays each month.
 What’s happened to enable the Clearance 
Branch to undertake such a dramatic increase 
in workload relative to the small manpower 
increase? The answer is Information 
Technology and how the clearance branch 
applied the power of computer automation. 
“There’s a misunderstanding among 
the crews that we have all these blanket 
clearances. But we don’t,” says Lt Col James 
Rubush, Deputy Chief, TACC International 
Clearance and Flight Plans Division. 
“Virtually all diplomatic clearances must 
be requested and processed—some through 
individual requests and others through 
automated messages. To help improve this, 
our clearance shop identified commonly 
flown routes and then asked the Business 
Center (XONC) for help. XONC used this 
information to write a computer program 

that builds individual clearance requests 
for those missions. They also constructed 
another program that automatically 
transfers clearance data directly into Global 
Decision Support System (GDSS) for us.” 
 Major Shelton adds, “A third XONC 
program takes the information in GDSS 
converts that to automated reports, and 
then sends them to the American embassies 
around the world.” The embassies use the 
mission information to obtain the clearances 
from the foreign governments. “Manually 
creating those reports was a large effort. We 
can now do in four minutes or less what used 
to take us over an hour”. With an average 
of 550 flight requests per day overflying or 
landing in more than 170 countries, that’s a 
lot of clearances. “We couldn’t do it without 
automation,” Maj Shelton said.
 Colonel Benjamin Hulsey, Chief of 
the Operations Management Directorate, 
credits automation of manual processes and 
enhanced collaboration for converting the 
huge piles of mission data into information 
that is useful to the men and women in the 
TACC. Furthermore, he states, “the experts 
in XONC continually work with the users 
on the TACC floor to design more effective 
ways to display C2 information.”
 The improved use of technology produces 
better planned and supported missions. 
“Better planning and execution allows the 
crews to focus on flying the airplane, and 
not having to worry about DIP clearances 
or MOG (maximum on ground) issues,” said 
Col Hulsey. 
 In fact, MOG had become a significant 
challenge in the AOR. Poor communications 
coupled with dynamic requirements for 
parking at AOR airfields led to many diverts 
and other mission deviations. Crews and 
airfield managers needed faster and better 
coordination with the TACC. 
 Lt Col Thomas Scolarici, Deputy Chief, 
TACC Mobility Management Directorate, 
explains, “The normal comm channels, 
phones and emails, just couldn’t keep up 
with the changes. The other problem was 
distributing the changes to everyone. We 
couldn’t get the word out fast enough in 
many cases.” To devise a solution, the TACC 
Business Center engineers interviewed key 
players in TACC and built a “process model” 

that illustrated the required information 
flow. From this in-depth analysis, they 
quickly created and fielded the successful 
web based Station Coordinator Tool, or SCT 
for short.
 Lt Col Scolarici adds, “the SCT solved the 
communication gaps by providing near real 
time information to TACC planners, airfield 
managers, TACC flight managers and senior 
leaders using this web based, interactive 
tool. Now airfield managers can control 
MOG issues, allocate PPRs (prior permission 
required requests), and grant ground 
time reservations with one tool. Plus, this 
information is now available to anyone 
with a need to know just by accessing the 
SCT via web browser. Now the changes 
don’t get lost in the emails.” This translates 
into fewer distractions for the crews, and a 
safer flying environment.
 Since the SCT is web based, the required 
bandwidth, or how much information you 
can send in a given time, was a critical 
challenge to the Business Center software 
engineers. Lt Col Scolarici said, “We 
didn’t want users down range in the AOR 
to get frustrated waiting for the SCT web 
page to open. For the first time ever, all 
this information has been fused into one 
product that is light on bandwidth and 
requires only basic web surfing skills.” 
 According to Col Hulsey, the objective, 
in the near and longer term, is to integrate 
technology into the TACC planning and 
execution processes that will provide 
dynamic, global C2 of mobility missions and 
payloads. The Business Center implements 
technology enhancements in the short 
term, “bridging the capability gap” until 
the major or “capital” C2 systems like GDSS 
can formally implement these capabilities. 
“Without question, it is a team effort,” 
Col Hulsey says. “We can enforce the use 
of these software applications and tools in 
the TACC, but we need all the users, in the 
field, in the AOR, at the AMDs, to use them 
to ensure continuity across the planning and 
execution spectrum. The goal is to make 
everyone’s job easier, not just the TACC’s.”
 Customers can access the TACC website 
at https://tacc.scott.af.mil. POC data and 
the TACC Q&A Forum are available at the 
website for your feedback.

What’s the �8 AF/TACC Done For You Lately?What’s the �8 AF/TACC Done For You Lately?
by Lt Col Keith Mill, �8 AF TACC/XONI and Mr. Adlai Breger SAIC, �8th AF TACC Business Centerby Lt Col Keith Mill, �8 AF TACC/XONI and Mr. Adlai Breger SAIC, �8th AF TACC Business Center
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A Salute to the Airlift/Tanker Association’s
	 Corporate	Members

America’s Aeropspace Industry plays an integral role in providing our 
country’s decisive military edge; and, the The A/TA’s corporate members 

play a vital role in assuring the success of the Association.
The Airlift/Tanker Association extends its sincere thanks to

all its Corporate Members for their continued support!

(Corporate Membership as of September �006)

AAI Services Corporation
 AAI Services Corporation, headquartered in Hunt Valley, MD, 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of the AAI Corporation providing 
government and commercial customers with responsive, efficient and 
effective technical services covering a wide variety of technologies 
and equipment worldwide. Our managers, engineers, technicians, 
instructors, and logisticians are experts in structuring innovative 
solutions for operating, maintaining, modifying, relocating, 
analyzing, documenting and providing instruction for many types of 
equipment.

AAR Mobility Systems
 AAR Mobility Systems designs and builds rapid deployment 
equipment and expeditionary systems for military users and defense 
system OEMs. Our products include:
· Tactical Shelter Systems: Custom and standard air-mobile 
configurations and 20-foot ISO-type shelters. Quick Aircraft on-/off-
Load; Self-Contained; Fully Integrated; EMI/RFI; CBRN.
· Palletized Systems: Airlift certified seat pallets, mission-tailored 
aircraft pallets and pallet-mounted enclosures. For ISR operations, 
airborne comms, flight testing, high-value equipment.
· Radio Interoperability Systems: Turnkey mobile comms centers 
for First Responders and National Guard units. Multi-frequency Radio/
Cell phone/Internet Interoperability; VIP Protocol; Field Configurable.
· ISU® Containers: Lightweight air-mobile shipping and storage 
solutions.

ARINC
 ARINC Incorporated is the world leader in transportation 
communications and systems engineering. The company develops 
and operates communications and information processing systems 
and provides systems engineering and integration solutions to 
five key industries: airports, aviation, defense, government, and 
surface transportation. Founded to provide reliable and efficient 
radio communications for the airlines, ARINC is headquartered in 
Annapolis, Maryland, and operates key regional offices in London 
and Singapore, with over 3,200 employees worldwide. ARINC is ISO 
9001:2000 certified. For more information, visit the ARINC web site 
at www.arinc.com.

Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association 
 The Armed Services Mutual Benefit Association (ASMBA) is a 
nonprofit fraternal military benefit association founded by Airlifters 
in 1963 to provide comprehensive, affordable life insurance coverage, 
security and peace of mind for members of the Armed Services and 
their families. ASMBA is run by its members through an elected Board 
of Governors and an appointed Board of Advisors, all of whom serve 
without pay. ASMBA has no stockholders or sales agents to pay, and 
can therefore offer high value protection at a very low cost. The 
goal of ASMBA remains the same today as it was in 1963: to provide 
affordable family protection, financial security and unmatched 
service to those who serve our country so well. Visit our web-site at: 
www.asmba.com, or call us at: 1-800-251-8434.

BAE Systems
 BAE Systems serves aerospace and defense end users and prime 
contractors with capabilities and products that improve operational 
safety and enhance mission effectiveness. Supporting a wide range 
of military and commercial platforms with capabilities in vehicle 
management, human-machine interface, precision guidance, and 
power systems, BAE Systems also provides integrated capabilities 
in all-weather operation, power management, real-time cockpit 
information, prognostics and health management.
 BAE Systems is a trans-Atlantic enterprise, with more than 90,000 
employees performing design, development, and production 
operations in the United States and United Kingdom. This structure 
offers wide-ranging capabilities to home markets in the U.S. and U.K. 
and a broad base for access to European and other world markets.

Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.
 Bell Helicopter is the world’s leader in commercial helicopter 
production and is the pioneer of tiltrotor aircraft development for 
both the military and commercial markets. With more than 37,000 
helicopters delivered to customers in over 120 countries around 
the globe, Bell has earned a worldwide reputation for reliability, 
service and value. Bell’s record of excellence and innovation has 
won it numerous awards, including two Collier Trophies, the most 
prestigious prize in aviation. Bell Helicopter is headquartered in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with plants in the Dallas/Fort Worth area; Mirabel, 
Quebec, Canada; and an Assembly Center in Amarillo, Texas. Bell 
Helicopter’s exhibit will feature models of the CV-22 Osprey and 
Quad Tiltrotor.
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A Salute to the Airlift/Tanker Association’s
	 Corporate	Members

America’s Aeropspace Industry plays an integral role in providing our 
country’s decisive military edge; and, the The A/TA’s corporate members 

play a vital role in assuring the success of the Association.
The Airlift/Tanker Association extends its sincere thanks to

all its Corporate Members for their continued support!

(Corporate Membership as of September �006)

The Boeing Company
 The Boeing Company manufactures and supports a wide variety 
of airlift and tanker aircraft for the U.S. Air Force, including the C-17 
Globemaster III, the most versatile airlifter ever built. Boeing built 
the KC-135 and the KC-10 tankers currently in use by the Air Force, 
the KDC-10 for international sales, and is producing the 767 tanker 
for the armed forces of Italy and Japan. Four modified 757s (military 
C-32A) are used as VIP transports by the 89th Airlift Wing at Andrews 
AFB, Md., which also operates specially modified 747s (VC-25) as Air 
Force One. Modified 737 aircraft (C-40) are replacing the C-9 form Air 
Force and U.S. Navy missions. Boeing is on contract to deliver a total 
of 180 C-17s to the Air Force and is leasing four C-17s to the Royal Air 
Force in the United Kingdom.

Booz Allen Hamilton
 Booz Allen Hamilton has been at the forefront of management 
consulting for businesses and governments for over 90 years. With 
17,000 employees on six continents, the firm generates annual sales 
of $3.3 billion. Booz Allen provides services in strategy, organization, 
operations, systems, and technology to the world’s leading 
corporations, government and other public agencies, emerging 
growth companies, and institutions. Along with our steadfast 
commitment to client success, our dedicated team of experienced 
former military and corporate professionals stands ready to provide 
objective, high-impact solutions to a wide array of complex problems. 
We work with government agencies, institutions, and infrastructure 
organizations worldwide, providing a broad range of management 
consulting, engineering, information technology, and systems 
development/integration services, enhancing the national security, 
economic well being, and health and safety of countries around 
the world. Booz Allen is the one firm that helps clients solve their 
toughest problems, working by their side to help them achieve their 
missions. Booz Allen Hamilton combines strategy with technology 
and insight with action, working with clients to deliver results today 
that endure tomorrow.

Bose Corporation
 Bose Corporation designs, manufactures and supports high-quality, 
high-performance Acoustic Noise Cancelling® communications 
headsets for military and commercial markets worldwide.  Bose 
headsets deliver an otherwise unobtainable combination of noise 
reduction, clear audio, and comfort.   Current applications include 
fast-attack submarines, ships, military aircraft, and armored 
vehicles around the world. Our Aviation Headset X, with exclusive 
AdaptiSense™ headset technology, has been engineered to work as a 
system that improves both noise reduction and comfort, giving you 
a lighter, quieter and more comfortable headset.

Butler Parachute Systems Group, Inc.
 The Butler Parachute Systems Group, Inc. consists of the following 
divisions, each of which specializes in the design, engineering, 
testing and manufacture of its respective products. Each is recognized 
worldwide as the best in its field.
 •   Butler Personnel Parachute Systems – produces emergency 
(bailout) parachutes, restraint harnesses, survival equipment, 
flotation and related items for all aircrew members. We base our 
products on state-of-the-art parachute canopies utilizing the BAT 
Sombrero Slider and can produce a standard or customized solution 
for each application.
 •   Butler Tactical Parachute Systems – produces very specialized 
items used by special operations forces worldwide (such as our 
TT-600/1000 series tethered tandem bundle systems). BTPS also 
produces our SMARTChute product line.
 •  Butler Unmanned Parachute Systems - produces recovery 
systems for unmanned air vehicles.  Well-know systems include the 
Predator and Shadow 200 UAV. BUPS also produces recovery systems 
for scientific payloads and various other cargo applications.
See www.butlerparachutes.com for further details.

C-�7J Spartan JCA Team
 The C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA) team offers a fully 
compliant, turn-key solution to the joint services requirements. 
The multi-functional aircraft meets all mission requirements and 
is the right aircraft for the warfighter today and in the future. It 
offers the ability to carry heavy payloads over extended distances 
and to meet the demanding conditions of combat and peacetime 
missions. Its exceptional STOL performance, unequaled ruggedness, 
survivability and self-deployable features, combined with greater 
speed, range, and transloadability matches the JCA requirements. It 
was designed to meet U.S. military standards, specifically for tactical 
flight profiles, and to provide medium airlift operations in support 
of ground forces.

CAE
 CAE is a global leader in the design of military training and 
mission rehearsal systems. The company offers a range of simulation 
equipment, such as weapon systems trainers, maintenance trainers, 
and part task trainers, that are ideal for networked and distributed 
mission training. CAE offers a comprehensive portfolio of modeling 
and simulation software, and the world’s most advanced visual 
systems. The company also provides a range of training support 
services for managing and operating an Aircrew Training System, 
such as simulator instruction and logistics support, as well as 
professional services such as capability engineering and project 
management.
 CAE has supplied military flight simulators and other training 
devices to the defense forces of more than 30 countries, 
including the United States. CAE serves the training needs of the 
U.S. Air Force airlift/tanker community on platforms such as the 
C-130 and C-5, including all the training systems for the newest 
Hercules, the C-130J. 

“Never tell people how to do things.
Tell them what to do

and they will surprise you with
their ingenuity.” 

–General George S. Patton
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Capewell Components Company LLC
 Established in 1881, Capewell quickly became known as an 
innovator in the design and manufacture of unique Life Support 
and Aerial Delivery products. Introduction of a ground-breaking 
manufacturing technique quickly brought the inexpensive 
“horseshoe nail” to the world market. The company later expanded 
the forging business by inventing the famous “Capewell” Parachute 
Release as well as adding an extensive array of ripcord assemblies 
and Aerospace products. In more recent years, Capewell has become 
world renown for Aerial Delivery Systems, airdrop Certification & 
Training and our latest innovation: the Affordable Guided Airdrop 
System (AGAS) and Precision Airdrop System (PADS) mission 
computer. Capewell, www.capewell.com, can truly provide the “Total 
Package” of Design, Manufacture, Technical; Support and Training, 
and is an ISP 9001-2000 Registered Company.

CASS
Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC is the premier 
commercial source of air mobility expertise. CASS companies 
offer the full range consulting and training services that span the 
spectrum of mobility operations from forward deployed locations; 
combat operations in air refueling, strategic and tactical airlift and 
aeromedical evacuation; tactics, air base defense, flight/ground crew 
training; logistics; flight test; legal; ITAR; to aircraft engineering and 
certification. We have an unmatched experience base that ranges 
from the front offices of USTRANSCOM, AMC, AETC, DSCA and 
AFMC to deployed locations around the globe in every mobility 
platform operating today…and then some. CASS companies offer 
total cradle to grave support from initial problem analysis and 
solution design through to physical execution. The CASS partners 
are dedicated to fundamental transformation and focused on the 
nation’s most difficult challenges and growing needs in the Global 
War on Terrorism. For more information, please visit our website: 
www.cass-ltd.aero.

Cessna Aircraft Company
 Cessna Aircraft Company is general aviation’s leading manufacturer 
offering the industry’s broadest product line of business jets, single 
engine piston aircraft and turbo utility aircraft. Cessna Aircraft 
Company also offers special mission variants of these aircraft.

Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC)
 CSC is a premier provider of Information Technology services 
worldwide. Our #1 principle is customer satisfaction and our winning 
combination of deep technical expertise and results-oriented 
technology have earned the trust of some of the world’s biggest 
commercial and government organizations. CSC has consistently 
built upon decades of experience to deliver results. Some of the 
largest, most complex systems in use today were built and continue to 
be operated by CSC. Our 78,000 professionals integrate technologies 
and solutions across industries to create an innovative solution to 
meet our clients’ goals. CSC was named the #1 Federal Systems 
Integrator in Federal Computer Week’s (FCW’s) Annual Ranking of 
the Top 20 Federal Systems Integrators. Government Executive again 
ranked CSC #1 in Computer Services & Software. Computing ranked 
CSC as the #1 Service Supplier in Understanding Clients’ Business 
Goals, #2 in Demonstrating a Partnership Approach, and #3 in Top 
Service Suppliers Overall.

Derco Aerospace, Inc.
 Founded in 1979, Derco www.dercoaerospace.com is a world leader 
in providing aircraft spares, services, and solutions to customers 
around the world. Derco has earned its reputation in providing 
comprehensive C-130 fleet support. Through solid relationships with 
premier Original Equipment manufacturers OEMs, Derco maintains 
one of the largest and most diversified aircraft spares inventories in 
the world. Today, Derco offers a legacy of timely support and delivery 
to U.S. Government customers. Derco Repair is an FAA-Certified 
Repair Station, an OEM-Authorized Repair Station, and a Lockheed 
Martin C-130B-H Approved Repair Center for the overhaul of 
components and accessories. This year marks the tenth anniversary 
of Derco and Hamilton Sundstrand supplying hub and blade spares 
for the 54H60 propeller under the Virtual Prime Vendor program. 
Derco is a wholly owned subsidiary of Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation. 
Sikorsky is a subsidiary of United Technologies Corporation, of 
Hartford, Connecticut.

DRS EW & Network Systems
 DRS-EWNS is an AS 9100:2001 / ISO 9001-2000 certified 
manufacturer and integrator of electronic products and systems. 
Since 1968, DRS-EWNS has been committed to providing safe & 
reliable Formation Flying Systems to the USAF and allied air forces 
for their C-130, C-141, C-1 and C-17 aircraft. Our latest technology 
has been proven to support AMC’s requirement to meet the US 
Army’s Strategic Brigade Airdrop (SBA) mission, while retaining 
compatibility with nearly 1,000 fielded systems. Our newest 
Wideband Wireless Network (WWN) system features a robust, covert, 
wide band data link that increases range and number of participants 
while providing network connectivity. DRS-EWNS is now developing 
a family of diverse applications of our mobile collaborative network 
technology based on self-organizing situational awareness. Our wide 
band data link technology has been flight tested at DRS-EWNS and is 
currently being demonstrated under contract to the US Army for use 
on rotorcraft and UAVs.

| EW & Network Systems

“Some regard private enterprise as if it were a 
predatory tiger to be shot. Others look upon it as 

a cow that they can milk…



��A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2006

DRS Sustainment Systems & Services
 DRS Sustainment Systems & Services provides advanced 
sustainment solutions including the design, manufacture and supply 
of integrated military electronics, support equipment and technical 
and logistics services for all branches of America’s armed forces and 
certain foreign militaries, homeland security forces and selected 
government and intelligence agencies. The company also produces 
specialized equipment and systems for commercial and industrial 
applications.

DRS Training & Control Systems
 DRS Training & Control Systems designs and manufactures 
sophisticated Cargo Handling and Aerial Delivery Systems for airdrop 
supply operations, air cargo transport, shipboard cargo handling, 
and time-critical sensor and weapon system deployment. DRS TCS’s 
Cargo Handling and Aerial Delivery Systems are compatible with a 
wide variety of standard and specialized cargo pallets, platforms, 
containers, and rolling stock. These systems are noted for high-
strength, low weight with quick change configurations. DRS TCS’s 
modern electronic/mechanical manufacturing facility (ISO 9001) 
also produces a diverse line of high-tech military training systems as 
well as sophisticated DoD products, including major components of 
the Mk-41 Shipboard Vertical Launching System.

Dynamics Research Corporation
 Dynamics Research Corporation (DRC) is a leading provider of 
mission-critical technology management services and solutions 
for government programs. DRC offers forward-thinking solutions 
backed by a history of excellence and customer satisfaction.
 Founded in 1955, DRC is a publicly-held corporation (NASDAQ: 
DRCO) and maintains 25+ offices nationwide with major offices in 
Andover, MA; Vienna, VA; and Fairborn, OH. For more information, 
please visit www.drc.com. Resources. Responsiveness. Reliability.

DynCorp International
 With more than 14,000 employees and annual revenues exceeding 
$1.9 billion, DynCorp International (DI) provides services at over 500 
locations worldwide, currently operating in 39 Foreign Countries. 
DI is performing on the second longest-running Department of 
Defense (DoD) program, the Contract Field Teams, since 1951. We 
provide the full gamut of aviation services and currently maintain 
more than 200 types of aircraft. Our extensive experience includes 
jets, rotary wing, turbo-prop, and propeller driven aircraft. We 
provide contractor and logistics support, as well as operations 
and maintenance services, including base operations support and 
facilities maintenance. DI’s philosophy is direct and to the point 
-- put the right personnel in the right job, and provide on-site 
management with the autonomy and authority to consistently and 
continuously meet customer requirements. Our legacy of success has 
demonstrated the commitment of DynCorp International to quality 
management, procedures, training, accountability, and an intense 
focus on customer satisfaction.

EADS North America
 EADS North America is the North American operations of EADS, 
the second largest aerospace and defense company in the world, 
and a leader in all sectors of defense and homeland security. EADS 
North America offers advanced capabilities in aerial refueling tankers, 
military transport aircraft, helicopters, defense electronics and 
communications systems, and security and systems solutions to U.S. 
defense, homeland security, and commercial customers nationwide. 
EADS North America and its parent company, EADS, contribute over 
$8.5 billion to the U.S. economy annually and support more than 
174,000 American jobs through its network of suppliers and services. 

Federal Express Corporation (FedEx)
 FedEx Express is the world’s largest express transportation company. 
Leveraging its unmatched air route authorities and extensive 
air/ground infrastructure, FedEx Express connects markets within 
just 1 to 2 business days. The FedEx Express global transportation 
network provides rapid, reliable, time-definite delivery of documents, 
packages and freight shipments worldwide. Today, FedEx Express 
and its 140,000 employees handle over 3.3 million packages and 
documents every day. FedEx aircraft, which comprise the world’s 
largest all-cargo fleet, have a combined lift capacity of more than 
26.5 million pounds daily. In a 24-hour period, FedEx planes travel 
nearly one-half million miles. FedEx couriers log 2.5 million miles a 
day, the equivalent of 100 trips around the earth. FedEx is one of the 
world’s great success stories, in the past 30 years, the company that 
revolutionized the delivery of packages and information has grown 
into a diverse family of companies – a FedEx that’s bigger, stronger 
and better than ever. Visit FedEx at www.fedex.com.

Federated Software Group
 The Federated Software Group, Inc. (FSG) is a St. Louis based 
software engineering company providing innovative software 
solutions to a variety of DoD customers. FSG specializes in Command 
and Control, Collaborative and Transportation Scheduling solutions. 
We take on entire software engineering projects from beginning to 
end, delivering a total solution to our customers. Our transportation 
and C2 systems are a “Who’s Who” of successful DoD transportation 
programs: Global Decision Support System (GDSS), (GDSS2), Single 
Mobility System (SMS), Integrated Management Tool (IMT), Events 
Logbook (ELB), Joint Airlift Management Systems (JAMS), and MAF/
CAF Interoperability. Our customers trust our ability to build their 
most critical systems on time, on budget and on track with their 
requirements.

| Sustainment Systems & Services

| Training & Contol Systems

…Only a handful see it for what it really is -- the 
strong horse that pulls the whole cart.”

–Winston Churchill
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Flightcom Corporation
 Flightcom Corporation, founded in 1983 and headquartered 
in Portland, Oregon, manufactures a full line of communication 
headsets for general and corporate aviation markets, as well as for 
military applications. Flightcom’s military products are distributed 
worldwide and fully support airlift operations on a wide variety of 
airframes. Designed for both aircrews and maintainers, Flightcom’s 
durable, field supported headsets withstand rugged environments 
and are USAF approved. Our outstanding Active Noise Reduction 
(ANR) technology enhances communication and prevents noise 
fatigue, while also providing SAT cell phone capability and 
auto muting auxiliary input. In addition, Flightcom’s passive 
headsets offer superior protection for the noisiest environments 
and are durable enough to maintain high performance in harsh 
environments. Additional capabilities include vehicle intercom 
systems and a full line of bone conduction products. With over 
twenty years experience in cockpit communication, Flightcom’s 
military division offers a broad range of headsets suitable to most 
military flight decks.

FlightSafety International
 FlightSafety International is a simulator-based training company 
whose contribution to aviation began with its founding in 1951. 
The company’s special emphasis is on developing proficiency in 
the safe and effective operation of complex, potentially hazardous 
equipment. This normally means training pilots and maintenance 
technicians for all types of aircraft. FlightSafety’s FAA-certified 
training revolves around the use of advanced simulators that replicate 
with certified accuracy the experience of flying. FlightSafety’s 
aircraft simulators are designed and built by its Simulator Systems 
Division near Tulsa. Company training encompasses all facets of 
aviation – commercial, corporate, private and military. Included 
in its military programs, FlightSafety operates and maintains the 
C-5 and KC-135 Aircrew Training Systems for the United States Air 
Force. The company has developed and deployed the Joint Primary 
Aircrew Training System (JPATS) ground based training system 
for the USAF and the Navy and provides logistics support for its 
continued operation. Since its founding, the company has always 
championed that: “The best safety device in any aircraft is a well-
trained crewmember.”

FMC Technologies, Inc
 FMC Military Programs is a unit of FMC Technologies Inc. FMC 
Airport Systems designs, manufactures, and markets cargo loaders, 
deicers, passenger boarding bridges, automated guided vehicle 
systems and other aviation ground support systems and services 
worldwide. It is comprised of: Airport Systems, Military Programs, 
Jetway Systems, Airport Services, Airline Equipment Europe and 
Automated Systems. With business centers worldwide, FMC Airport 
Systems has grown into what industry experts are calling “the 
leading supplier of ground support equipment in the world.” FMC 
currently supplies the USAF the Halvorsen 25,000 Aircraft Loader, 
conventional MB-2 Tow Tractor and were recently selected to 
supply the Trailer Mounted Air Conditioning (TMAC) unit to cool 
the cargo and avionics compartments of AMC cargo aircraft.

GE - Aviation
 GE - Aviation and CFM International (a joint company of General 
Electric Company, U.S.A. and Snecma, France) are the leading 
suppliers of new engines for Air Mobility Command aircraft. From 
the venerable TF39 for the C-5 Galaxy, to the commercially popular 
CF6-80C2 for the C-5M, GE continues its commitment to a successful 
C-5 fleet. F103 (CF6) engines continue to provide outstanding 
reliability for AMC aircraft, including the KC-10 and Air Force One. 
Now entering its second decade of operation, the CFM56 offers added 
range, increased fuel offload, and low noise and emission levels to 
KC-135 refueling missions, while enhancing its reputation as the 
most reliable engine in the USAF inventory.
 Visit GE - Aviation at ge.com/aviation. Visit CFM International at 
www.cfm56.com.

Global Ground Support
 Global Ground Support offer’s an array of systems that can be built 
for the military. Global currently builds two deicer models for the 
United States Air Force. The GL-1800 and the ER-2875. The ER-2875 
is designed for the C-5 and C-17 aircraft.
 Global also offers a Family of Decontamination systems that are 
equipped with aerial devices. The Global Tow vehicle or bobtail, is 
equipped to tow loaded cargo carts and trailers.

Goodrich Corporation
 Goodrich Fuel & Utility Systems industry leadership began with 
the introduction of capacitance fuel gauging in 1945. Since then, our 
products have been installed on more than 60,000 aircraft, ranging 
from commercial transports and commuters to bombers, fighters, 
helicopters, missiles and spacecraft.
 At Goodrich Fuel & Utility Systems we design completely 
integrated aircraft systems as well as distributed subsystems. These 
affordable systems incorporate leading edge technology to reduce 
aircraft operating costs and improve aircraft safety and operational 
readiness. We are committed to supporting the complete aircraft 
life cycle from initial concept to aging aircraft retrofits. We develop 
unique and creative solutions for aircraft utility systems including: 
Fuel Management, Fire Protection / Suppression, Data Concentrators, 
Vehicle Health Management, Brake Control, Drive Shafts and 
Couplings, and Proximity Sensing.

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
 Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of General Dynamics (NYSE: GD), designs, develops, manufactures, 
markets, services and supports the world’s most technologically 
advanced business-jet aircraft. Gulfstream has produced more than 
1,500 aircraft for customers around the world since 1958. To meet 



�3A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2006

the diverse transportation needs of the future, Gulfstream offers a 
comprehensive fleet of aircraft, comprising the wide-cabin, high-
speed Gulfstream G150™; the large-cabin, mid-range Gulfstream 
G200™; the large-cabin, mid-range Gulfstream G350™; the 
large-cabin, long-range G450™; the large-cabin, ultra-long-range 
Gulfstream G500 ™ and the large-cabin, ultra-long-range Gulfstream 
G550™. A number of Gulfstream aircraft are used by governments 
for executive transportation as well as special mission platforms for 
reconnaissance, research and medevac, to name only three uses. 
Gulfstream also offers aircraft ownership services via Gulfstream 
Financial Services Division and Gulfstream Pre-Owned Aircraft Sales 
®. The company employs more than 7,900 people at seven major 
locations. We invite you to visit our Web site for more information 
and photos of Gulfstream aircraft at www.gulfstream.com.

Hamilton Sunstrand
 Hamilton Sundstrand has supplied equipment for airlift/tanker 
aircraft since the C-133 more than 40 years ago. Today, we design and 
produce systems for electric power generation; auxiliary, secondary 
and emergency power; actuation; environmental control; engine 
controls, and fluid pumping. As an example Hamilton Sundstrand 
provides the C-17 Globemaster III’s electric power generation system, 
emergency ram air turbine, main fuel and lube and scavenge pumps, 
main engine fuel control, and the compressor for the on-board inert 
gas generation system. Hamilton Sundstrand, headquartered in 
Windsor Locks, CT, a division of United Technologies Corporation, 
is an international market leader in the design, manufacture and 
sale of a variety of proprietary, technology-based components and 
subsystems for aerospace and industrial markets, with 2004 sales of 
nearly $4 billion.

Honeywell International
 Honeywell International is a $28 billion global diversified 
technology and manufacturing leader, serving customers worldwide 
with aerospace products and services (40% of sales); control 
technologies for buildings, homes and industry (31% of sales); 
automotive products (15% of sales); specialty materials (14% of 
sales). Honeywell shares are traded on the U.S. New York Stock 
Exchange under the symbol HON, as well as on the London, Chicago 
and Pacific Stock Exchanges. It is one of the 30 stocks that make up 
the U.S. Dow Jones Industrial Average.
 Honeywell’s aerospace business is a leading global provider of 
integrated avionics, engines, systems and service solutions for aircraft 
manufacturers, airlines, business and general aviation, military, space 
and airport operations.
 Honeywell’s Defense and Space business resides within its 
aerospace business and provides the company with annual revenue 
of $1.5 billion U.S. dollars. Honeywell’s Defense and Space designs, 
manufactures, markets and supports control, display and test systems 
for military aircraft and surface vehicles for the US Department of 
Defense and its prime contractors. It provides similar systems for 
allied nations under licensed export agreements. Honeywell is 
ranked in the top third of Defense News magazine’s top 100 Defense 
Industry Companies in 2006.

IBM 
 At IBM, we strive to lead in the invention, development 
and manufacture of the industry’s most advanced information 
technologies, including computer systems, software, storage systems 
and microelectronics. We translate these advanced technologies into 
value for our customers through our professional solutions, services 
and consulting businesses worldwide. As IBM Business Consulting 
Services, our expertise ranges across key business issues and deep into 
17 industries in virtually every country and every culture worldwide. 
Our business experience is real. And so are the results we bring to 
our clients. We’ve helped them unlock value in areas such as HR, 
sales, marketing, finance, accounting, business strategy, supply 
chain, logistics and procurement. We’ve shown them new ways to 
transform their business, their thinking — and their bottom line.

Jeppesen
 Jeppesen is recognized as the world’s foremost provider of 
information solutions in the aviation and soon-to-be maritime 
markets. Jeppesen’s portfolio includes: worldwide flight information, 
flight operations services, international trip planning services, 
aviation weather services and aviation training systems. Jeppesen is a 
subsidiary of Boeing Commercial Aviation Services, a unit of Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes.

L3 Communications Integrated Systems
 L3 Communications, Integrated Systems is recognized 
internationally as a system integration organization specializing 
in the modernization and maintenance of aircraft of all sizes, and 
the study, design, development, and integration of special mission 
systems for military and commercial applications. The company has 
modified more than 15,000 different aircraft of more than 125 types. 
Headquartered in Greenville, Texas, L3 IS operates from multiple 
sites in Texas, Mississippi, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Virginia, Maryland, 
Alabama, Georgia and Australia.

Little Giant Ladders / Wing Enterprises
 Little Giant Ladders ® strongest, safest and most versatile ladders 
made. All of our ladders are made in the USA of heavy-wall 6005-
T5 aluminum. And while it possesses a workload rated capacity of 
300 pounds, it has been tested to withstand four times that amount 
without structural failure.  Our articulating extension ladders replace 
five different size “A” frames ladders, nine different size extension 
ladders, two scaffolding trestles with five heights, ten staircase 
ladders (for working on uneven surfaces) and four 90 degree ladders 
(for getting closer to walls and etc.) We also offer to U.S. Military 
a “FOD FREE” IAW MIL SPEC MIL-L 85896. For more information 
contact Mark Anderton 800 453-1192 ext 401



�� A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2006

Lockheed Martin Corporation
 Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company is the direct descendant of 
the original aircraft companies begun by Glenn Martin in 1911 and 
Allan and Malcom Loughead (later changed to Lockheed) in 1913. 
The Company is unrivaled in the aerospace world, with expertise in 
advanced aircraft design and production, modification and support, 
stealth technology, and systems integration.
 Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company is known for building the 
finest military aircraft in the world. This recognition was earned 
through relentless research and development of high-performance 
aircraft and by continuously seeking innovative and low-cost design 
and manufacturing strategies.
 At Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company, our products play an 
important role in the defense of the United States and many other 
countries, and they help ensure peace and stability around the world. 
Our long list of dependable and highly regarded aircraft include the 
F-16 Fighting Falcon, the C-130J Super Hercules, the C-5M Super 
Galaxy, the F-117 Nighthawk, the F/A-22 Raptor and the new F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter.

McLane Advanced Technologies, LLC
 McLane Advanced Technologies, LLC (MAT) provides a full range 
of Logistical and Information (IT) services. MAT brings understanding 
of the latest technology to the military supply and maintenance 
systems and will help transition military personnel into the 21st 
century with modern capabilities.
 MAT services include:
   · Software development
   · Hardware and software integration and support
   · System maintenance
 Please visit our website at: www.mclaneat.com.

Moog Inc
 Moog Inc. is recognized worldwide for its expertise as a designer, 
manufacturer, and integrator of precision control components and 
systems. Moog Aircraft Group’s high-performance systems provide 
military and commercial aircraft with primary and secondary 
flight controls, high lift actuation systems, valves, pumps, motors, 
servoactuators and utility actuation systems incorporating advanced 
technologies and design expertise. A strong customer service 
record in support of these programs has continually ranked Moog 
among the highest rated companies in the business. Our focus on 
aftermarket activities and technology insertion into OEM and 3rd 
party products has made us the company of choice for “stick to tail” 
support of aging aircraft systems. We also offer customized support 
solutions such as PBL and “Pay by the Hour” programs to maximize 
your aircraft up-time.

MTC Technologies Inc
 MTC Technologies, Inc. (MTC) provides responsive, high quality 
sustainment solutions for the Global Mobility Warfighter. MTC’s 
impact is felt at the depots, program offices and flight lines around 

the world, providing sustainment support at the Air Logistics Centers 
for the C-5, C-130, KC-135, and Special Operations Forces aircraft. 
Our engineers and logisticians work side-by-side with the customer 
to ensure all critical elements are in place to support daily Global 
Mobility taskings while also providing integrated solutions for 
enhanced combat capability.
 MTC’s current programs include the C-5 Malfunction Detection, 
Analysis and Recording System (MADARS) on-board diagnostic 
system, Visual Threat Recognition and Avoidance Trainer (VTRAT) 
and HC-130P/H(N) Forward Looking Infra-Red (FLIR) Integration 
Program.
 MTC is a leader in Obsolescence Management through its 
Advanced Component Obsolescence Management (AVCOM) tool. 
AVCOM provides a continuous assessment of aircraft component 
supportability and generates fact-based availability predictions 
to support development of sustainment solutions. Visit us at 
www.mtctechnologies.com.

NAT Seattle Inc.
 NAT Seattle is a supplier of aircraft data communication and 
data management products for both the cabins and flight decks of 
business, regional, military and rotorcraft aircraft. Our advanced 
cabin file servers, routers and associated network peripherals increase 
data communications productivity while in-flight. Our JetLAN line of 
file servers offers the most performance in the smallest and lightest 
package available. Extensive telecommunication interfaces allow 
us to utilize any airborne communications system to connect the 
aircraft to the ground.

National Air Cargo
National Air Cargo is a customer oriented, technically advanced air 
freight forwarder to the world. Our global reach is maintained via 
strategically situation offices in Bahrain, Germany, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Qatar, the UAE, Tokyo and our US HQ in New York. 
National Air Cargo provides door-to-door charter, next flight out, 
overnight and second day air cargo services worldwide 24/7/365. 
We specialize in oversized and heavy-weight cargo requiring a 
high service level and time-critical delivery. Visit us on the web at 
www.nationalaircargo.com\home.asp.

Northrop Grumman Corporation
 Northrop Grumman Corporation is a global defense company 
headquartered in Los Angeles, Calif. Northrop Grumman provides 
technologically advanced, innovative products, services and 
solutions in systems integration, defense electronics, information 
technology, advanced aircraft, shipbuilding and space technology. 
With more than 120,000 employees, and operations in all 50 states 
and 25 countries, Northrop Grumman serves U.S. and international 
military, government and commercial customers.
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Parker Aerospace
 Parker Aerospace designs, manufactures, and services hydraulic, 
fuel, and pneumatic components; designs and integrates complete 
systems; and designs and manufactures related electronic controls for 
aerospace and other high-technology markets.
 Enhanced operational readiness is a matter of working harder, 
smarter, and faster on the support side. Because we repair our 
components to OEM spec, using OEM parts and processes, we can 
provide you with higher levels of reliability, maintainability, and 
sustainability. While our Performance-Based Logistics, technology 
insertions, reliability improvement programs, field and tech support, 
and customization options offer you greater flexibility in reducing 
cost of ownership.
 Parker Aerospace is a group of the Parker Hannifin Corporation, a 
world leader in motion and control technologies.

Phantom Products, Inc.
 We make lights! Our newest light is a 15 candela “AZL” replacement 
for the old L32 marker assault zone light supported by DARPA and 
Hurlbert Field. We are the premiere military lighting company for 
the full range of low signature, color accurate lighting for cockpit, 
cargo and TOCs. The Phantom Warrior ® flashlight is approved by 
NAVAIR and used by the USMC, JRTC, NTC, Army Medics, Infantry, 
Special Operations, and 82d, 101 st, AF PJs and the 160th SOAR. 
The Phantom Warrior ® is an NVG secure, color accurate, battery 
saving flashlight with 12 different versions for different missions. 
The line powered Phantom Map Light ® gives the same covert 
illumination for cockpits, HMMWVs, Navy Aircraft Carriers and the 
IBCT STRYKER vehicles. Our DZ/LZ/PZ lighting, BellaBeams,® are 
the fastest growing line of products as they provide lightweight, long 
lasting ground illumination for LZ/DZs. We only sell to U.S. military. 
www.phantomwarrior.com.

Pratt & Whitney / Military Engines
 Pratt & Whitney is a world leader in the design, development, 
manufacture and support of gas turbine engines for military, 
commercial, industrial and space applications.  Four F-117 
engines power the Boeing C-17 Globemaster III, the U.S. Air 
Force’s premier airlifter.  The F-117 is a derivative of the PW2000 
commercial airline engine that powers the Boeing 757 aircraft.  The 
PW4000, proven through 16 years of commercial airline service, 
is an efficient, maintainable power choice for  both  the  Boeing 
767 and Airbus 330 tanker applications.   The PW150 engine 
provides an excellent low cost, high performance opportunity 
for re-engining C-130 airlift aircraft.   And Pratt’s experience 
in military engine fleet management is unmatched.  Flexible, 
custom-tailored material and engine management programs 
help customers keep focused on the mission - flying - while Pratt 
& Whitney takes care of the engines.

QUANTUM3D, Inc 
 Quantum3D develops and markets realtime, open architecture, 
COTS IG solutions, embedded graphics subsystems, development 
software and support services for the Visual & Sensor Simulation 
& Training (VSST) and Embedded Visual Computing (EVC) markets 
and is a value-added supplier of NVIDIA graphics technology for 
the embedded military and aerospace visual computing market. 
By combining the most advanced off-the-shelf components with 
our own unique, advanced, value-added hardware and software 
technologies, we deliver the highest value Image Generator solutions 
for VSST and EVC systems applications. Quantum3D is a privately 
held company headquartered in San Jose, CA, with development 
centers located in Phoenix, AZ, Huntsville, AL, and Orlando, FL. 
For more information about Quantum3D and the Quantum3D 
family of open architecture visual computing solutions, please visit 
www.quantum3d.com.

Raytheon Company
 Raytheon is an industry leader in defense and government 
electronics, space, information technology, technical services, and 
business and special mission aircraft. Technical excellence has been a 
cornerstone of Raytheon’s success for over 80 years. Team JCA is led 
by Raytheon, and is offering the C-295 military transport produced 
by our partner, EADS CASA North America, as the combat proven 
best value system to meet the DoD’s requirement. The Team JCA 
C-295 is the latest member of the C-295/CN-235/C-212 family of 
military transports, and is the only combat-proven, fully operational 
aircraft competing for the JCA requirement. It is also the only FAA-
certified aircraft being offered for the JCA requirement. The C-295 
today is completing its seventh year of active duty flying JCA-type 
lift missions with the armed services of Spain, Poland, Algeria and 
Jordan and is in production for Brazil, Portugal and Finland. It has 
also won formal competitions in Australia, Switzerland, and the 
United Arab Emirates. Raytheon sustains its focus on innovative 
technologies through independent research and development, 
government-sponsored programs, strategic industry partnerships, 
portfolio acquisitions, and relationships with U.S. universities. Our 
unyielding commitment to our customers cuts across the enterprise 
and motivates all of our employees. Whether they are integrating 
major electronics and avionics systems; developing solutions to 
defend the world from missile attack; helping secure borders and 
protect homelands; providing persistent intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance; weaving distributed command and control 
environments to enable network centric-operations; or providing 
the capacity to engage our adversaries with precision, our employees 
remain focused on customer success.

“You don’t concentrate on risks.
You concentrate on results.

No risk is too great to prevent the necessary
job from getting done.”

–Brig General Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager, USAF (Ret)
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Rockwell Collins, Inc.
 Rockwell Collins Government Systems is a world class supplier of 
defense electronics products and systems, including communications, 
navigation and integrated systems for airborne, ground and 
shipboard applications. Customers include the U.S. Department of 
Defense, foreign militaries, government agencies and manufacturers 
of military aircraft and helicopters. The company is a leader in 
providing open systems architecture and commercial-off-the-shelf 
technology solutions offering the growth and flexibility needed 
to address emerging GATM requirements. Communication and 
navigation solutions meeting these mandates include Collins Flight2 
products and systems, GPS receivers, data links, flight management 
systems, communications systems and aviation electronics systems. 
Additionally, Rockwell Collins acquired K Systems, Inc., parent 
company of Kaiser Aerospace and Electronics, strengthening 
Rockwell Collins’ offerings to military display customers. This 
diverse product portfolio and the company’s integration experience 
makes Rockwell Collins best qualified to deliver high-quality, low risk 
defense electronics. Contact Rockwell Collins at 319.295.1000, fax 
319.295.4777 or visit the website at www.rockwellcollins.com.

Rolls-Royce North America 
 Rolls-Royce plc operates in four global markets - civil and defense 
aerospace, marine and energy. Its investment in technology and 
capability in each of these sectors has produced a competitive range 
of products. The success of these products is demonstrated by the 
company’s rapid and substantial gains in market share over recent 
years. As a result, the company now has a total of 54,000 gas turbines 
in service worldwide.
 Rolls-Royce has a broad customer base comprising more than 500 
airlines, 4,000 corporate and utility aircraft and helicopter operators, 160 
armed forces and more than 2,000 marine customers, including 50 navies. 

SAIC
 SAIC is a key source for leading-edge technologies that will carry 
our clients into the 21st century and beyond. We help clients 
respond faster to opportunities, achieve more from their operations, 
exceed their mission requirements, and meet the competition head 
on. Our information systems and technology solutions are helping 
speed and improve service delivery and giving decision-makers 
better information to make decisions. Our next-generation networks 
are helping clients create new markets in converged voice, video, and 
data services. Our e-business solutions are creating unprecedented 
collaboration and efficiency throughout complex value chains. Our 
wireless solutions are opening up new communications with remote 
areas faster and better than ever before. SAIC is also a portal to 
advanced technologies. We provide access to the latest technologies 
developed by a host of organizations worldwide, including our own 
world-class research organizations. We bring more than three decades 
of experience making new technologies succeed in real-world, real-
time business. More information about SAIC can be found at http:
//www.saic.com. To focus the company’s efforts to meet our mobility 
customers’ needs, SAIC has opened the Mobility Center of Excellence 
in O’Fallon, Illinois. For additional information, please contact the 
Mobility Center at mobility.center@saic.com or call 618-628-3980.

Sanmina-SCI
 Sanmina-SCI Corporation is the manufacturer behind the brand, 
and a leading Electronics Manufacturing Services (EMS) provider 
focused on delivering complete end-to-end manufacturing solutions 
to technology companies around the world. Sanmina-SCI’s service 
offerings include innovative product design and engineering, 
test solutions, manufacturing, IT expertise, logistics and post-
manufacturing. With fiscal year 2005 revenues of USD$11.7 billion, 
Sanmina-SCI is recognized as a technology leader with major global 
operations in 20 countries and five continents. The Company’s 
best-in-class vertical integration manufacturing capabilities provide 
leading technology companies with design and engineering, PCB 
fabrication and assembly, backplane assembly, cable assembly, 
enclosures, memory and optical modules, and logistics and 
installation, offering customers cost-effective solutions throughout 
the entire product cycle. For more information, visit http://
www.sanmina-sci.com/markets/def_aero.html.

Sargent Fletcher Inc.
 Sargent Fletcher Inc. (a wholly owned subsidiary of Cobham 
plc) is the world leader in the design, development, and delivery of 
Refueling and Auxiliary Mission Equipment for customers around the 
world.  Sargent Fletcher has a long history of providing innovative 
ideas while paving the way for new aerospace technologies by 
developing a broad line of aircraft Internal Fuel Tanks, Wing and 
Fuselage Pylons, aircraft External Fuel Tanks, Probe and Drogue 
Aerial Refueling Systems, aircraft missionized Special Purpose Pods, 
Pneumatic Ejector Racks, UAV Autonomous Refueling Systems, and 
Ground Support Equipment.  Sargent Fletcher is ready to perform 
whenever AS9100:2001-08 and ISO 9001:2000 quality requirements 
are essential.

Smiths Aerospace
 Smiths Aerospace is a leading transatlantic aerospace equipment 
and systems company, with more than 11,000 employees split 
between Europe and North America and $2.2 billion sales. Smiths 
holds key positions in the supply chains of all major military and 
civil aircraft and engine manufacturers. Strategically organized 
businesses focus on digital, electrical power and mechanical systems, 
engine components and customer services. The company provides 
integrated systems critical to aircraft performance, such as integrated 
modular avionics, aerial refueling, data management, displays and 
avionics, mission planning, flight controls, landing gear systems, 
aerostructures and engine components from intake to exhaust. 
Smiths’ global customer services organization provides integrated 
support services to maximize customer aircraft availability.

Snow Aviation International, Inc
 Snow Aviation International, Inc.(SAI) is an OEM level design 
and rapid prototyping house specializing in structural and 
electrical system refurbishment, systems modernization, and 
insertion of performance enhancing technologies into the C-130 
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airframe.   Recent and current programs include the demonstration 
of wing tip tanks and concept validation of UAV airborne basing 
on the C-130, and the addition of 75% more takeoff turboprop and 
turbofan thrust for the insertion of STOL level takeoff, climb, and 
landing capabilities into a C-130 under a DARPA contract to improve 
performance for the heaviest and most drag-laden C-130s. SAI is also 
focused on providing by 2007 an affordable and long-lasting solution 
to the C-130 expiring wing life problem.

Spokane Industries Inc.
 Spokane Industries is the premier builder of aviation fuel bowsers 
and tanks to military and commercial customers worldwide. Our 
SealVac™ Fuel Drain System, a revolutionary aircraft bottom-draining 
technology that prevents human contact with fuel, eliminates 
fuel spills, optimizes ease of de-fueling up to four tanks/sumps 
simultaneously speeding aircraft turn-around. The SI HandiFueler™ 
is a highly mobile aviation/general purpose re-fueler, mounted on 
trailers, carts or skids, equipped for over-the-road and/or airfield 
operations ranging from 200-1000 gallons capacities. Designed for 
ease of handling and airlift, enabling operations anywhere/anytime. 
We are certified by ASME, DOT, and UL to manufacture, repair and 
inspect tanks and build to meet NFPA 385/407, DOT 406/407/412 
specifications. Vacuum and non-vacuum fuel/oil/waste bowsers, re-
fuel, de-fuel, and spill recovery equipment with/without double wall 
construction that meets SPCC requirements. SI Aviation is ready to 
meet your needs with innovative, quality engineered solutions.

Standard Aero
 Standard Aero is a world leader in MRO services on General Electric, 
Rolls-Royce, Honeywell, and Pratt & Whitney Canada engines used 
by regional airline, business aviation, helicopter, government, and 
military operators. Standard Aero’s unique transformation practices 
result in efficiency and better business performance. Standard Aero 
employs 2,500 people around the world. Sales in 2005 were $761M.
 Link: www.standardaero.com.

Support Systems Associates, Inc.
  Support Systems Associates, Inc. (SSAI) is a privately owned ISO 
9001:2000 certified company that specializes in engineering, logistics 
and management support services to both Government and industry. 
Our major service areas include: design and development of hardware 
and software systems, integration, test and evaluation, limited 
production, life cycle product support and management. SSAI employs 
a documented systems engineering discipline to plan, manage and 
control technical programs to ensure customer requirements are fully 
embodied in the products we develop. SSAI maintains its momentum 
for growth through corporate-wide emphasis on hiring, training 
and retaining highly skilled people with proven backgrounds of 
performance and innovation in logistics, engineering, information 
technology, and program management. We are located strategically 
throughout the United States, in close proximity to our clients. We 
are fully supported with the latest in tools and processes to provide 
timely solutions for our client’s complex problems. We work hard to 
enhance our hard-earned customer-oriented professional reputation 
for managerial and technical excellence, and remain your first choice 
for support. Learn more about SSAI on our website www.ssai.org.

Symetrics Industries, LLC
 Symetrics Industries, LLC is a small business that specializes in 
electronics design manufacture and test for the Department of 
Defense, NASA, and prime contractors. The company continues 
to expand its engineering software capabilities to address the 
needs of customers in the design and integration of products into 
their specific airborne or ground platforms. Our product offerings 
include the AN/ALE-47: Chaff and Flare Dispensing System for 
self protection to hostile missile threats along with the Symetrics 
developed AN/ALM-295 Flight Line Tester for Dispensers; the 
MD-1295A (IDM): Improved Data Modem (IDM-302) for digital 
communication onboard military aircraft; the PRISM Improved 
Data Modem (PIDM-302) which adds an imagery transmission 
system to the IDM equipped aircraft; the IDM-501 and the VPIDM-
501 which are a complete new design of the IDM; the Mini IDM 
which is used in various applications including weapons data links; 
a Digital Video Recorder (DVR) with options to include PRISM and 
an IDM; the AN/USQ-131 Memory Loader Verifier Set (MLVS) for 
transfer and verification of EW software; numerous circuit card 
assemblies for other Prime Contractors.

Systems & Processes Engineering Corporation
 SPEC (Systems & Processes Engineering Corporation) is a 
leader in the creation of unique and innovative technologies 
and the development of integrated product solutions. SPEC 
specializes in the design of onboard data acquisition and 
storage systems, high precision deployment subsystems for 
space & missile platforms, digital RF memory target generation 
systems, countermeasures systems,  fiber optic sensing systems, 
high speed signal processors, instrumentation systems, satellite 
communications & asset tracking systems, multi-spectral sensors, 
and image processing systems.

Telephonics Corporation
 Telephonics is organized into two operating units, each with 
a different product/technology focus: Communication Systems, 
specializing in communication management systems, wireless 
intercommunications and communication system integrations; 
Command Systems, specializing in maritime surveillance radar, 
identification friend or foe, and air traffic management and control 
systems.
 Telephonics provides the entire radio management and control 
system for the C-17 Program as well as the C-130 AMP Program. 
Telephonics is now engaged in a modernization program to 
incorporate an open system architecture solution into the C-17 
aircraft. The Communication Open System Architecture (COSA) 
program will provide a full digital solution with software configured 
growth capability.
 Telephonics TruLink Wireless Intercom has been recently 
demonstrated by the USAF Air Mobility Battle Lab to the Air Mobility 
Command for aircraft ground operations and maintenance. The 
system has been fielded on various Air Force Bases such as Warner-
Robins at the C-5 Production Support Center.
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Thales
 Thales is a world leader in simulation and training, providing 
specialized expertise in a broad range of fields for many different 
applications, including: Simulators and Training Devices, from 
desktop to full-flight simulators, for military and civil aircraft, 
helicopters, military vehicles and land based systems, trucks, and 
maritime applications; Training Services for military customers; 
and Modeling & Simulation and Synthetic Environments for 
studies of advances and complex systems. Thales’ support of 
the Airlift and Tanker community includes training systems and 
training system upgrades for key aircraft such as the KC-10, KC-
135, C-5, C-141, C-130, VC-10, and L-1011. An international 
company with staff based in the United Kingdom, United States, 
France and Australia, Thales has been designing and integrating 
simulation and training systems for over fifty years. Thales is 
totally committed to fully supporting all its products throughout 
their long life cycles.

Thrane & Thrane
 Since its founding in 1981, Thrane & Thrane (T&T) has become 
the leading company in Inmarsat Core Technologies. Today 
more than 300,000 Inmarsat terminals are in operation globally 
of which more than 100,000 have been delivered by Thrane & 
Thrane. T&T is the provider of Inmarsat Ground Infrastructure 
(SBS) for Mobile Packet Data Services (MPDS) and is the primary 
contractor for Inmarsat I4 satellites ground network (data rates up 
to 492 kbps).
 Thrane & Thrane’s latest terminal Aero-HSD+ is available as 
a One (64Kbps HSD), Two (128Kbps HSD), Three (2 H+ voice & 1 
HSD), Four (2H+voice, 1 HSD & 1 ACARS Datalink) or (2H+ voice, 
2 HSD) and Five (2H+ voice, 2 HSD & 1ACARS Datalink) channel 
systems to meet customer requirements. To date, Thrane & 
Thrane has delivered over 2,000+ Aero Products (Aero-C, Aero-M, 
Aero-I and Aero-HSD+) to the Military, Air Transport and General 
Aviation Markets.

Tybrin
 TYBRIN is a high-technology scientific and engineering support 
company specializing in providing systems and software engineering 
services to the Department of Defense (DoD). Over 95% of TYBRIN’s 
1000 employees support DoD organizations at over 121 worldwide 
locations-including 18 overseas locations. Over 95% of TYBRIN 
employees have security clearances, including 32% with Top Secret. 
More than 95% of our employees support systems and software 
engineering services; software and computer system development; 
systems test and evaluation; command; control, communications, 
computers and intelligence (C4I); network administration; 
management information systems; mission planning systems 
development and maintenance activities; and range safety support 
services. TYBRIN also provides Eastern Range launch systems 
performance evaluation, test, and simulation support to the 45th 
Space Wing at Patrick AFB, FL. For more information see our website: 
www.tybrin.com.

Volga Dnepr Airlines
 Volga-Dnepr Airlines is the world’s leading commercial carrier of 
outsized, oversized and super heavy cargo. It operates the world’s 
largest fleet of An-124-100s possessing 10 stage 3 compliant An-124-
100 freighters, 2 Boeing 747s, 3 Il-76TDs and 3 Yak-40 passenger 
airplanes. Since its founding in 1990, Volga has supported military 
operations from nations in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and 
North and South America, as well as United Nations peacekeeping and 
relief operations. Volga-Dnepr is very involved with commercial sales 
in the United States supporting the satellite and missile industry and 
the oil and gas exploration industry through clients such as Lockheed 
Martin, the Boeing Company, Loral and Kellogg, Brown and Root. As 
the only airline certified by DoD to operate the An-124-100, Volga-
Dnepr has been very involved in support of America’s Global War on 
Terror providing to date over 200 missions moving everything from 
helicopters, Mark V boats and Patriot missile batteries. Volga-Dnepr 
has also supported allied peacekeeping forces into the Middle East. 
Volga-Dnepr has a proven track record of reliable, on-time delivery of 
commercial and military cargo to all corners of the world.

Vought Aircraft Industries Inc.
 Vought Aircraft Industries, Inc. is one of the world’s largest 
independent aerostructures suppliers. Headquartered in Dallas, 
Texas, the company operates facilities in California, Georgia, Florida, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas and has over 5,000 employees. 
The company designs and manufactures major integrated airframe 
structures for prime aerospace contractors. In addition to state-of-
the-art design and manufacturing capabilities, the company supports 
the entire product life cycle through enabling technology research 
and development, in-house structures and systems test laboratories, 
certification assistance and product support. Current product lines 
include wings, fuselage subassemblies, empennages, nacelles and 
flight control surfaces for both military and commercial aircraft. 
More information about the company and its business may be found 
at www.voughtaircraft.com.

Wel-Fab, Inc.
 Wel-Fab, Inc. manufactures and sells both Collapsible Container 
Systems and Lightweight Inflatable Decontamination Systems 
(LIDS). The containers are lightweight aluminum, with a patented 
hinge arrangement that folds into themselves when empty. The 
containers are forkliftable, have a latch/tie down system for stacking 
and securing to an aircraft shipping pallet, and are weather resistant. 
The containers have access doors and can be ordered in a variety 
of sizes and colors. Wel-Fab containers are air flight certified for 
transport on any military aircraft. The LIDS is designed to provide 
gross and technical personnel decontamination. The system is self 
contained and is easily assembled by six (6) individuals in under 
thirty (30) minutes. The system is Air Force tested and approved for 
use. The system uses a air beam construction that is both lightweight 
and durable. 
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World Air Holdings
 World Air Holdings has three wholly owned subsidiaries: World 
Airways, Inc., North American Airlines, Inc., and World Risk 
Solutions, Ltd., an aircraft insurance company. World Airways is 
a U.S.-certificated air carrier providing customized transportation 
services for major international passenger and cargo carriers, 
the United States military, international freight forwarders and 
international leisure tour operators. Founded in 1948, World 
operates a fleet of 17 wide-body MD-11 and DC-10 aircraft to meet 
the specialized needs of its customers.
 For information, visit www.worldairways.com. North American 
Airlines is a U.S.-certificated air carrier offering air transportation 
services throughout the world for the U.S. military and commercial 
customers. Founded in 1989, North American operates a fleet of nine 
767 and 757 passenger aircraft in charter and limited scheduled 
service. For information, visit www.northamericanair.com.

As America continues the worldwide 

fight against terrorism,

we can rest assured that our

Aerospace Industry is striving

to provide America’s warriors with the

best weapon systems available.

The active participation and

sponsorship provided by the industry 

leaders listed here is important to

the continued success of

the Airlift/Tanker Association,

and the application of new

technological developments in their 

products and services is critical

to the continued success of

America’s Air Mobility mission.

Thank You All
for you

contined support!

Help Save
Air Mobility
History…

…Support the
AMC Museum!

“Preserving the
Proud History of

Air Mobility”

The AMC Museum Needs Your Support 
 There are many ways for individuals, companies 
and corporations to help ensure that the heritage of 
air mobility represented at the Air Mobility Command 
Museum continues to be maintained, nurtured and 
grown. One of the most rewarding ways to help is to 
become a member of the AMC Museum Foundation, 
a priviate not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
raising funds to enhance the programs and projects 
of the museum. Annual memberships are available in 
increments from $30.00 for individuals up to $25,000 for 
Platinum Eagle Members. Life membership is $500.00. 
All membership levels receive the museum’s quarterly 
newsletter and other benefits.
 Another way to lend support is to a purchase a “Pave a 
Path to History” engraved brick which will be added to 
the walkways at the museum’s Commemorative Park.
 The museum’s Gift Shop offers a extensive array of 
air mobility and air force related items which make 
great gifts for anyone interested in aviation history. 
The gift shop can be reached by calling (302) 677-
5002. Members receive a 10% gift shop discount.

Memorabilia Donations
 The museum is interested in your, or Dad’s, 
or Granddad’s air mobility related artifacts and 
memorabilia, but before boxing it up and shipping 
it off, contact the museum at (302) 677-5938 or by 
email at museum@dover.af.mil, to see if your items 
are appropriate to the museum’s mission, and meet 
the requirements of the Air Force musuem acquisition’s 
process. Thanks for your support!

Entrance:
State Route 9
�/� Mile from
the Intersection
of State Route 9
and US ��3
South of
Dover AFB, Delaware

30�-677-�938

FREE ADMISSION 
Open Tuesday-Saturday
9am to �pm
Closed Federal Holidays 
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TEST & EVALUATIONTEST & EVALUATION
AMC Operational

Compiled under the direction of
Colonel Steven W. Sayre, Director, Test and Evalutation

HQ AMC/TE

“In God We Trust, All Else We Test”

Det 3, AMCTES
 Detachment 3 (Det 3) of the Air Mobility Test and Evaluation 
Squadron (AMCTES) is attached to Detachment 5, Air Force 
Operational Test Center (AFOTEC) located at Edwards AFB CA. Det 3 
is composed of three operators and five maintainers whose purpose 
is to support the Air Force Operational Test Center (AFOTEC) in their 
Operational Test & Evaluation (OT&E) of the C-130J and testing for 
other air frames as they become available for test.
 In addition to supporting AFOTEC, the Det also flew Developmental 
Tests (DT) with crews from the Air Force Flight Test Center and 
Lockheed Martin. All of the members of Det 3 have come straight 
from operational tours in the C-130. This background allows the 
team the unique ability to ensure the testing is done accurately and 
reflects how the aircraft will be used in the field. The team suggests 

improvements that will help the flight crew and maintainers in their 
day-to-day job.
 The C-130J is a significant improvement of capability over older 
Hercules variants. The “J” has more powerful engines, a more 
efficient propeller, integrated onboard computer systems, Enhanced 
Cargo Handling System (ECHS), and many more enhancements for 
the pilots and loadmasters. The C-130J offers commanders a theater 
airlift asset that can climb higher, fly faster, and expose fewer airmen 
to danger than previous models

C-�30J DT/OT&E 
 Det 3, in support of AFOTEC Det 5 performed combined C-130J 
DT/OT on the C-130J from August 2004 to August 2005. Testing 
was focused on formation flying, defensive systems, hot weather 
procedures, human factors, and airdrop. Airdrop operations included 

max paratroops, max Container Delivery System (CDS) bundles, 
and Low Velocity Airdrop (LVAD) of single and sequential platforms 

using the ECHS. These tests were accomplished to assure the C130J 
would have all the kinks worked out before dedicated OT&E began in 
October 2005.
 In addition to USAF testing performed at Edwards, Detachment 
personnel supported U.S. Army-conducted OT&E of personnel and 
equipment airdrops conducted at Pope AFB from March-August 
2005. The Army put the “J” through its wickets by airdropping just 

about everything they have that can be dropped from a C-130. The 
completion of this testing cleared the way for the team to airdrop 
Army personnel and equipment during dedicated OT&E.

continues on next page >

“All Hail the J”
by MSgt Jimmie McKenzie, Det. 3 AMC/TES, Edwards AFB, California
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 OT&E Preparation
 In the years proceeding dedicated C130J OT&E, there were 
thousands of man-hours involved in the planning and coordination 
of the actual test execution. This effort involved everything from 
writing the Test Plan to performing site visits at the host bases at 
Little Rock AFB AR, Eielson AFB AK, and Keesler AFB MS. The team 
laid a solid foundation for the test by briefing all participants and 
wing leadership on how the test would be conducted and what level 
of participation was needed by all.

Dedicated OT&E 
 Dedicated OT&E was broken into four phases: Main Operating 
Base (MOB) operations, simulated combat operations during a Joint 
Readiness Training Center Exercise, cold weather operations, and a 
high workload evaluation. In order to conduct the test, the team 
coordinated and scheduled aircraft and aircrew from all over the 
U.S. Aircrew, aircraft, and maintenance personnel came from the 
143 AW Rhode Island ANG, the 146 AW California ANG, the 175 AW 
Maryland ANG, the AFRC 403 AW at Keesler AFB, and active duty 
AETC personnel from the 314 AW at Little Rock AFB. The test could 
not have been accomplished without the Total Force concept.
 The test team assembled at Little Rock AFB in the beginning of 

October 2005 for 2 weeks of training prior to the official test start 
date. Training focused on teaching the aircrew and maintainers the 
expanded capabilities provided by the new block upgrade of the 
C130J. Once the aircrews and maintenance were trained the test 
was started.

 Dedicated OT&E officially started on October 24, 2005 with 
MOB ops. This phase of testing lasted approximately 2 weeks and 
focused on mixed formation operations with C-130J/C-130H aircraft 
utilizing Station Keeping Equipment (SKE), CDS and LVAD airdrops, 
while maintaining the aircraft in a “home base” environment. Five 
missions were flown and 15 CDS bundles and 20 LVAD platforms 
were airdropped.

 Following MOB ops, the testing rolled directly into a Joint 
Readiness Training exercise. This phase of testing concentrated on 
operating and maintaining the C-130J in a combat environment 
with a high operations tempo. In 70 hours of flying the team racked 
up multiple missions into high threat areas. Missions included 

airland sorties delivering personnel, rolling stock, and palletized 
supplies into dirt landing zones and resupply airdrops to small and 
challenging drop zones. 
 Once testing was complete at Little Rock AFB, the aircraft and test 
team flew to Eielson AFB for the cold weather testing phase. The 
test utilized two aircraft and crews flying eight sorties. During this 
testing phase, the primary focus was Reliability, Maintainability, 
and Availability (RM&A) in the cold weather environment. To that 
end, aircraft generation and maintenance demos were evaluated. 
In addition, the team conducted formation low-level missions, 
LVAD, and high altitude CDS airdrops and flew six sorties utilizing 
the Cope Thunder Electronic Warfare range to test the Defensive 
Systems suite.
 The last and final phase of operational testing was a high workload 
evaluation conducted in the Weapon Systems Trainer (WST) at 
Keesler AFB. The WST allows the team to safely evaluate the ability of 
a typical C130J aircrew to perform during high workload situations 
created by in-flight emergencies. Training, technical orders, 
procedures, crew resource management, and aircraft systems will all 
be evaluated during this phase of testing.
 In conclusion, tests are not as easy as they seem. Behind the 
scene there are a lot of people accomplishing a multitude of jobs to 
complete a test. The men and women of Det 3 are those people. In 
closing, the team would like to thank all the personnel who took 
part in the C-130J test; without them it would not have happened. 
“All hail the J.”

…tests are not as easy as they seem. 

Behind the scene there are a lot

of people accomplishing

a multitude of jobs to complete a test. 
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